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Armen Sarkissian Accepts

Nomination for Armenia’s President
Urges ‘National Dialogue’

YEREVAN — Armen Sarkissian
officially accepted on Friday the out-
going President Serzh Sarkisian’s of-
fer to serve as Armenia’s next presi-
dent under a new, parliamentary sys-
tem of government.

Ambassador Sarkissian commu-
nicated his widely anticipated decision
to President Sarkisian after a series of
meetings held with Armenian political
parties, non-governmental organiza-
tions, prominent intellectuals and busi-
ness circles.

The next president of the repub-
lic will be elected by the Armenian
parliament, controlled by the ruling
Republican Party (HHK), one month
before the current head of state com-
pletes his final term on April 9. Arme-
nia will then be transformed into a
parliamentary republic, meaning that
the most of the presently sweeping
presidential powers will be given to the
prime minister.

The outgoing president offered
to nominate Armen Sarkissian as the
HHK’s presidential candidate on Janu-
ary 19. Sarkissian, who has served as
Armenia’s ambassador to Britain since
2013, said he needs time to decide
whether to accept the proposal.

“With my entire essence and
vigor, I am ready to get involved in
that very important endeavor if the

President Sarkisian:

""Azerbaijan Needs to Sober up and Give up
on Unrealistic Expectations"

National Assembly elects me presi-
dent,” Sarkissian told the president
on Friday.

The 64-year-old former scholar
said his month-long meetings rein-
forced his belief that “a lot needs to
be done in various areas.” He said
that as president he will strive to
“make my contributions” to
Armenia’s foreign policy, interna-
tional economic relations and, in par-
ticular, government efforts to attract
more foreign investment. He said he
will also try to improve the quality of
public education and strengthen the
Armenian civil society.

Sarkissian has insisted during his
frequent contacts with journalists in

Continued onpage3

Emmanuel Macron and Justin Trudeau
Confirm Participation at Francophonie
Summit in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- French President
Emmanuel Macron and Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau have confirmed
their participation in the Francophonie
summit in Armenia, Deputy Foreign
Minister Shavarsh Kocharian told re-
porters today.

“The final number of the heads
of state going to attend the summit is
not yet known, but the leaders of two
important Francophone countries have
confirmed their participation.

In a January 24 interview to

L’Express, Armenia’s President Serzh
Sarkisian said that as a result of the
summit “we will be able to present
Armenia to the whole world”. “We will
do our best for it to have great success.
Take into consideration that almost half
of the world’s states will be in Yerevan,
mainly at the level of heads of state and
heads of government,” the president
said when asked what significance the
summit will have for Armenia.
Armenia will host the
Francophonie summit in October 2018.

MUNICH, Germany -- President
Serzh Sarkisian participated in Munich
Security Conference event on Febru-
ary 17 focusing on nations “in-be-
tween Russia and Europe” that fea-
tured alongside Sarkisian, Moldovan
Prime Minister Pavel Filip, EU enlarge-
ment commissioner Johannes Hahn,
and Russian lawmaker Konstantin
Kosachyov.

Speaking about Karabakh con-
flict, Sarkisian said that [lham Aliyev,
Azerbaijani president, recently called
Yerevan and Zangezur historic
Azerbaijani territories adding that re-
turn of these territories is Azerbaijan’s
strategic and political goal.

“Azerbaijan’s positionregarding
the Nagorno Karabakh issue is a fla-
grant violation of the Helsinki spirit. It
is particularly evident in the recently-
launched election campaign,” he said.

“President Aliyev uttered territorial
claims reaching as far as Yerevan, the
capital of Armenia, calling it a histori-
cally Azerbaijani territory - nothing but
delirtum - which can have serious
consequences if Europe turns a blind
eye to it.

The Nagorno Karabakh issue
must be resolved as soon as possible,
and by peaceful means. This mission
of ours is led by the Co-Chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group, namely the Rus-
sian Federation, France, and the United
States of America.”

Sarkisian pointed out three prin-
ciples of international law —non-use of
force or threat to use force, peoples’
equality and right to self-determina-
tion, and territorial integrity —that have
been proposed by them as the corner-

Continued on page3

U.S. Intelligence Chief Warns Of
‘Large-Scale’ Fighting in Karabakh

WASHINGTON, DC The
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict could esca-
late into “large-scale” fighting between
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces, the
U.S. director of national intelligence,
Dan Coats, warned late on Tuesday.

“Tension in Nagorno-Karabakh
could devolve into a large-scale mili-
tary conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, which could draw in Rus-
sia to support its regional ally,” Coats
said at the U.S. Senate Intelligence
Committee’s annual hearing on “World-
wide Threats.”

“Both sides’ reluctance to com-
promise, mounting domestic pressures,
Azerbaijan’s steady military modern-
ization, and Armenia’s acquisition of
new Russian equipment sustain the
risk of large-scale hostilities in 2018,”
he added.

Russian military assistance to
Armenia stems from a defense alliance
between the two countries. At the
same Russia has been Azerbaijan’s

leading supplier of weapons. Moscow
and Baku signed arms deals worth at
least $4 billion in 2009-2011.
Armenian officials say those deals
contributed to four-day hostilities
around Karabakh that broke out in
April 2016 and left at least 180 soldiers
from both sides dead. It was the worst
fighting in the conflict zone since a

Continued on page 2
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Israeli Knesset Votes Down Bill
Recognizing Armenian Genocide

JERUSALEM - Israel’s parlia-
ment voted down on Wednesday an
opposition motion to officially recog-
nize the 1915 Armenian Genocide in
Ottoman Turkey.

The Knesset rejected the bill in-
troduced by Yair Lapid, the leader of
the Yesh Atid party, by 41 votes to 28
after a first-ever debate on the sensi-
tive issue held on the Israeli parliament
floor. “There is no reason that the
Knesset, which represents a nation
that went through the Holocaust,
shouldn’t recognize the Armenian
Genocide and have a remembrance
day for it,” Lapid said.

Lapid made a case for the pas-
sage of the measure in a 3-minute
speech that preceded the vote. He
said an official Israeli recognition of
the genocide is “a matter of con-
science for Jews and non-Jews.”
Also, he said, the mass killings and
deportations of Armenians inspired
Adolf Hitler to mastermind the Jewish
Holocaust.

However, Deputy Foreign Min-

ister Tzipi Hotovely voiced the Israeli
government’s opposition to the mea-
sure during the heated discussion. She
said a parliamentary delegation was
sent to Yerevan to participate in the
100th anniversary event, but will not
take an official stance on the matter,
“in light of its complexity and diplo-
matic repercussions, and because it
has a clear political connection.”

Successive Israeli governments
have opposed Armenian genocide rec-
ognition lest it antagonize Turkey, a
former security partner of Israel. Some
Israeli politicians have openly chal-
lenged this policy in recent years. The
Knesset speaker, Yuli Edelstein, called
the Armenian massacres a genocide
and urged the Jewish state to recog-
nize it in 2015.

The Knesset debate on the geno-
cide issue coincided with a visit to
Israel by a delegation of Armenian
parliamentarians. The five lawmakers
representing various Armenian politi-
cal groups were offered to attend the
debate but declined to do that.

Dutch Parliament Recognizes
Armenian Genocide

AMSTERDAM -- The lower
house of the Dutch parliament, Tweede
Kamer, approved a motion on Friday
to recognize the mass killings of Ar-
menians during World War One as
Genocide, nltimes reports.

The bill was presented by Chris-
tian Union MP Joel Voordewind and
was supported by all four parties of the
governing coalition.

The parliament also approved a
second bill which said that the Nether-
lands will be presented by a govern-
ment minister at the ceremony to com-
memorate the victims of the Armenian
Genocide, in April 2019 in Yerevan,
Armenia.

"We can not deny history out of

fear of sanctions. Our country houses
the capital of international law after
all, so we must not be afraid to do the
right thing here too," the site quoted
Joel Voordewind, a member of one
of the governing coalition parties, as
saying.

This decision is expected to fur-
ther sour the relationship between Tur-
key and the Netherlands, ANP reports.

The Netherlands officially with-
drew its ambassador from Turkey last
week following the failure of negotia-
tions for his return after the Dutch
government refused to allow a Turkish
minister to make a speech in favor of
a presidential system to locally-based
Turkish citizens last year.

Armenia, Russia Hail

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Karen Karapetian and a visiting Rus-
sian government member praised on
Tuesday a further sizable increase in
Russian-Armenian trade which reached
a new high last year, according to
official statistics.

Armenian government data show
bilateral trade rising by just over 26
percent to $1.7 billion in 2017 on the
back of an almost 45 percent surge in
Armenian exports to Russia. The latter
thus remained the South Caucasus
state’s leading trading partner.

Karapetian cited these figures at
the startofaregular sessionin Yerevan
of a Russian-Armenian intergovern-
mental commission on economic co-
operation. He chaired it together with
Russian Transport Minister Maxim
Sokolov.

Sokolov also noted the record-
high amount of Russian-Armenian trade
recordedin2017. “We are happy that the
volume of shipments of Armenian prod-
ucts to the Russian is rapidly growing,”
he said in his opening remarks publicized
by Karapetian’s press office.

Russian-Armenian trade plum-

Soaring Bilateral Trade

meted in 2015 following a sharp depre-
ciation of the Russian ruble which hit
Armenian exporters hard. But with the
Russian currency subsequently rally-
ing against the U.S. dollar and the euro,
Armenian exports to Russia soared by
51.5 percent in 2016.

Sokolov said that Armenia’s
membership in the Russian-led Eur-
asian Economic Union (EEU) is a key
reason for the sharp gains recorded in
2016 and 2017. Tariff-free access to
the markets in Russia and other ex-
Soviet states making up the trade bloc
is also making Armenia more attractive
to foreign investors, he said.

Karapetian stressed in that re-
gard that Armenia also enjoys prefer-
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Yerevan Council Session Marred By Violence

YEREVAN -- A session of
Yerevan’s municipal council descended
into chaos on Tuesday as three of its
female opposition members scuffled
with pro-government colleagues while
trying to stage an unusual protest
against Mayor Taron Markarian.

Zaruhi Postanjian, an outspoken
opposition politician, and two other
council members representing her
Yerkir Tsirani party brought to the
council auditorium glass containers
filled with sewage collected from a
damaged sewer pipe in the city’s
Nubarashen suburb. A group of angry
local residents blocked a road there on
Monday to demand that municipal au-
thorities quickly fix the problem.

Shortly after the regular session
gotunderway, two Yerkir Tsirani coun-
cilors put on gloves, took up the foul-
smelling containers and walked to-
wards the assembly podium occupied
by Markarian to present him with what
they called a “gift from Nubarashen
residents.” They were confronted by a
group of angry councilors represent-
ing the ruling Republican Party of Ar-
menia (HHK).

The two sides scuffled and
shouted insults at each other in ensu-
ing chaotic scenes. Members of Yelk,
a less radical opposition group also
represented in the council, tried in vain
to separate them.

One of the Yerkir Tsirani coun-
cilors, Marina Khachatrian, slapped a
male colleague from the HHK, Edmond
Kirakosian, after being jostled by him.

Kirakosian slapped Khachatrian in the
face while another HHK member pulled
her hair in response. Another govern-
ment loyalist grabbed her around the
waist and forcibly dragged her away
moments later.

The two other women were also
forced out of the council room before
Markarian interrupted the session. The
mayor’s allies defended the use of
force against them. One of them, Naira
Nahapetian, claimed that the Yerkir
Tsirani action was an “attack on Taron
Markarian.”

“We too condemn the use of
force and nobody can use force here,”
the mayor said for his part.

Postanjian and her two associates
remained defiant when the session re-
sumed after the emergency break in the
presence of police officers called in by
Markarian. By contrast, journalists were
barred from returning to the chamber
without any clear explanation.

“That foul smell will accompany
you wherever you go,” Postanjian told
the pro-government majority. “Even your
expensive perfume and cognac won’t
save you. You can’t suffocate from foul
smell. But you must be poisoned. We are
going to poison your lives.”

Yerkir Tsirani won 5 seats in
Yerevan’s 65-member council in mu-
nicipal elections held in May. The party
setup ayear ago effectively lost two of
those seats as a result of defections.
Postanjian and the two other women
have frequently clashed with Markarian
and his allies during council sessions.

ential trade regimes with the European
Union and the United States and that
Russian investors should capitalize on
that. He also called for Russian invest-
ments in a free economic zone which
was set up on the Armenian-Iranian
border in December.

“We are ready to create comfort-
able conditions for Russian capital in
Armenia,” added the prime minister.

Karapetian visited Moscow as
recently as on February 16-17. The
Armenian government said ahead of
his visit said he will meet with “Arme-
nian and Russian business circles” to
discuss with them “ongoing and pro-
spective projects.” The government

has issued no further statements on
the trip.

The Armenian premier has been
strongly backed by Russia’s wealthi-
est ethnic Armenian businessman,
Samvel Karapetian (no relation), ever
since he took office in September 2016.
The billionaire tycoon has pledged to
invest hundreds of millions of dollars
in Armenia’s energy sector.

Incidentally, energy was on the
agenda of Tuesday’s meeting of the
Russian-Armenian commission.A
government statement said the panel
discussed ways of “expanding coop-
eration” in this and other economic
sectors.

U.S. Intelligence Chief Warns

Continued frompage 1

Russian-brokered truce stopped a full-
scale Armenian-Azerbaijani war in
1994.

Coats mentioned Karabakh in the
context of Russia’s efforts to maintain

a strong influence on other ex-Soviet
states. “The Kremlin will seek to main-
tain and, where possible, expand its
influence throughout the former So-
viet countries that it asserts are in its
self-described sphere of influence,”
said the U.S. intelligence chief.
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Turkish Historian Uses Research of
Transliterated Letters to Prove False
Historiography on Armenians

ISTANBUL -- Asresult of study-
ing transliterated (written Turkish in
Armenian letters) letters, Turkish his-
torian Sukru Ilicak showed that the
official Turkish historiography doesn’t
whatsoever reflect the true picture
about Armenians who lived in the Ot-
toman Empire, Gazeteduvar reports.

Ilicak carried out scientific re-
search of family letters belonging to
the Armenian Kojayan family from
Kayseri. The letters were written in
Turkish, but in Armenian letters —
transliterated.

“The official Turkish historiog-
raphy depicts Armenians as some kind
of monsters with weapons in their
hands who gave an oath to kill Turks,
who were uprising against the state.
The official historiography says that
Armenians are guilty for what hap-
pened to them. The study of these
letters however, shows that this is false
and that Armenians are real people of
the real life, they also get ill, love, hate,
get concerned over collecting food sup-
ply for the winter, make efforts for
giving their children education and re-
paying debts”, the historian said.

Harutyun Kojayan and his son

Karapet departed to the United States
in 1912-1913 to work and later return
home again. The Kojayans maintained
correspondence with their family mem-
bers back in their village. In 1915 the
correspondence stopped, and it wasn’t
until 1918 when they received a letter
again, notifying that their entire family
has been massacred.

The letters were discovered when
the US-based descendants of the
Kojayan family began to be interested
in their roots. The letters were studied
scientifically.

AGBU Satamian Theatre Group to Perform
Ray Cooney’s “Caught in the Net”

PASADENA -- The AGBU
Satamian Theatre Group will perform
renowned British playwright, Ray
Cooney’s hilarious comedy “Caught in
the Net” starting March 17, 2018.

“Caught in the Net” is a sequel to
“Yergou Gnig Meg Erig” (Run For Your
Wife) which was successfully produced
by the AGBU theatre group in 2003. In
the first version a taxi driver, Haigaz
Zakarian, keeps two wives and a very
precise schedule for juggling them both.
With one wife, Tamar, at home in
Glendale and another, Arpig, at home in
Pasadena.

In “Caught in the net’, which we
titled “’Yergou Gnig meg Erig, Yergrort
Mas”, eighteen years have passed, and
the situation is still the same. Arpighasa
daughternamed Shoushig who is sixteen,
and Tamar, who has moved to Arcadia,
has asonnamed Sevag who is seventeen.
By sheer luck, Sevag and Shoushig meet
each other online. They fall in love and

they discover that their fathers have the
same name, same middle name, same
age and both are taxi drivers. They
decide to meet and have coffee together.
When their father, Haigaz, finds out
about the meeting, he decides to prevent
it. He enlists the help of his friend, the
not-so-bright Hagop Bardizbanian, who
brings along his senile father. The result
is confusion, lying, and all sorts of
craziness.

The play is directed by AGBU
Satamian Theatre Group Artisic Diurector,
Krikor Satamian, and is planned to open
on Saturday, Match 17, 2018, and will
initially run for 8 performances at the
AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
Center in Pasadena. The dates of the
performances are: March 17, 18, 24, 25
as well as April 7, 8, 14, 15, 2018.

Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and Sun-
days at 6:00 p.m.

For more information please call
the AGBU office at (626) 794-7942

Azerbaijan Needs to Sober up

Continued from page 1

stones of the peace process.

"The efforts to resolve the Nagorno
Karabakh issue can serve as an example
of how Russia, the EU, and the US can
positively coordinate their positions for
the benefit of international peace and
security,” Sarkisian said.

“We desire to see more frequent
manifestations of such common posi-
tions. It is especially important, since
conflicts in all corners of the world are
increasing and expanding. We are con-
cerned by the sweeping changes tak-
ing place in the Middle East and else-
where, which are accompanied by
neverending wars. We are concerned
by the state failure and disintegration

of a number of countries. We need to
think of cooperative, comprehensive,
and indivisible security, so as to effec-
tively respond to those challenges. This
is the only possible and realistic way to
overcome the current crises.” Sarkisian
concluded.

When the panel moved to ques-
tions from the audience, Sadi Jafarov,
a first secretary at the Azerbaijani
Embassy in Berlin suggested to
Sarkisian that Armenia could have
played a role in regional energy and
transport projects if not for the stand-
off over Nagorno-Karabakh. Jafarov
also denounced what he called the
“occupation” of Nagorno-Karabakh by
Armenia.

Sarkisian thanked Jafarov for

Yerevan Government Becomes Goon Squad:
Mayor Must Resign

GLENDALE -- On the heels of
the newly-enacted domestic violence
laws in Armenia, certain men in the
Yerevan City Council chose to open
the inaugural session with a display of
base thuggery directed against their
female counterparts on the Council.
The brutishness is patently unbearable
at this point.

These men cannot be lawmak-
ers. They are not even law-abiding.
Dare we say, they are not even true
men. Watching the melee in the City
Council chambers unfold, one could
only watch in utter astonishment as
unabashed brow-beating, actual slap-
ping, violent striking and shameless
and unrestrained bullying of Armenian
councilwomen by their male counter-
parts ensued. Surely, something terribly
significant is absent from the upbringing
and moral fabric of these people. The
behavior witnessed is something rel-
egated to animals, not men—and is cer-
tainly unbecoming of those elected to
serve in a law-making body.

Yet, these are the actual legisla-
tive representatives of an entire soci-
ety of men and women. They repre-
sent the beater and the beaten in Arme-
nian society. These men and women
reflect the very current in the society
they serve. And, as such, we should be
alarmingly unhinged: imagine that which
these criminals are capable of behind
closed doors, in their own homes and
with the women in their own families.
This is not modern society.

Spare us the platitudes and poli-
tics already circulating—that the
women instigated the men, that the
women were the aggressors, that the
men were defending themselves; they
are meaningless. The video is clear:
criminal Armenian men in suits push-
ing Armenian women, slapping Arme-
nian women, striking Armenian
women, handling Armenian women
and dragging Armenian women around
like refuse to a dumpster. If this can-
not be a country that respects the
dignity of our Armenian women, our
Armenian mothers, our Armenian sis-

ters and our Armenian daughters—
then this cannot be a country that
respects the Armenian people.

The perpetrators should not only
be removed from office and pros-
ecuted for gender-motivated hate
crimes, but they should be openly
shamed by an Armenian nation—both
in the Republic and in the Diaspora—
for exhibiting behavior unbecoming of
civilized human beings, let alone mind-
ful law-makers. It disgusts us through
and through.

Shame on them for their brutal-
ity, shame on their families for having
bred the brutality within them and
shame on us for knowing that this Hob-
besian predicament was unfolding in
Armenian legislative bodies, Armenian
courts, Armenian businesses, Armenians
homes and Armenian families—and do-
ing little or nothing to stop it.

We call on the resignation of
Yerevan Mayor Taron Margaryan who
witnessed, hovered over and condoned
man’s inhumanity to woman. The en-
emy is not so much beyond the west-
ern or eastern frontiers as it is in the
pretend democratic republic of a place
once worthy of the name Armenia.
And if there remains one single ounce
of manliness in Margarian the mayor,
he will resign. And if there remains one
single ounce of manliness in Margaryan
the mayor, he will resign.

ARMENIAN RIGHTS WATCH

COMMITTEE—ARWC
ARMENIAN BARASSOCIATION

Armen Sarkissian Accepts Nomination

Continued from page 1

recent weeks that he will be more than
a figurehead if he runs for president and
gets elected. He has also called for a
“national dialogue” among Armenia’s
political and other organizations, saying
that it is necessary for healing serious
divisions existing in the society.

The presidential frontrunner said
on Friday that he intends to launch
such a dialogue. Serzh Sarkisian
praised his “readiness for dialogue” in
his opening remarks at the meeting.

A physicist and mathematician
by education, Armen Sarkissian
worked at the Cambridge University

when he was appointed as newly inde-
pendent Armenia’s first ambassador
to the United Kingdom in 1991. He
served as prime minister for four
months in 1996-1997 before being
again named ambassador in London.

His second ambassadorial stint
was cut short in 1999 by then Presi-
dent Robert Kocharian. Sarkissian
stayed in Britain where he made a big
fortune in the following decade,
mainly working as an advisor and
consultant for Western corporations
doing business in the former Soviet
Union. He was appointed as Arme-
nian ambassador to Britain for a third
time in 2013.

the question before saying that
Azerbaijani’s leadership needed to “so-
ber up” and “give up on their unreal-
istic expectations” concerning
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“You want to live freely. [ assure
you, the people of Karabakh want to
live freely, too,” Sarkisian said. “They

want to live in their historical land.”

He defended a 1991 referen-
dum in Nagorno-Karabakh to se-
cede from Azerbaijan as a “civi-
lized” and legitimate expression of
popular will, adding that no one can
“break the will of the Armenian
people.”
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Armenian American Museum Hosting a
Community Meeting

GLENDALE—
The Armenian Ameri-
can Museum will be
hosting a community
meeting for the pub-
lic on Thursday,
March 8, 2018 at the
Glendale Adult Rec-
reation Center. The
community meeting
will provide an op-
portunity to learn
more about the his-
toric project and pro-
vide feedback to help
shape the future of the cultural and
educational center developing in Glen-
dale.

The Armenian American Museum
and City of Glendale are in the final
phase of negotiations for a Ground
Lease Agreement that would locate the
Museum in downtown Glendale’s Cen-
tral Park near the prominent corner of
Colorado Street and Brand Boulevard.
The City of Glendale is also finalizing
plans for a redesigned Central Park
that will expand the open space and
transform the park into a vibrant focal
center and community gathering place.

Museum and City officials an-
ticipate the final approval of plans by
the Glendale City Council in Summer
2018.

About Armenian American Museum

The Armenian American Museum
is a developing project in Glendale, CA
with a mission to promote understand-
ing and appreciation of America’s ethnic
and cultural diversity by sharing the
Armenian American experience. When
completed, it will serve as a cultural
campus that enriches the community,
educates the public on the Armenian
American story, and empowers indi-

viduals to embrace cultural diversity and
speak out against prejudice.

The governing board of the Ar-
menian American Museum consists of
representatives from the following ten
Armenian American institutions and
organizations: Armenian Catholic
Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Founda-
tion, Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America, Armenian General Be-
nevolent Union — Western District,
Armenian Missionary Association of
America, Armenian Relief Society —
Western USA, Nor Or Charitable Foun-
dation, Nor Serount Cultural Associa-
tion, Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America, and West-
ern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

The community meeting is open
to the public and residents are encour-
aged to attend.

Thursday, March 8§, 2018 |
7:00PM

Adult Recreation Center

201 East Colorado Street

Glendale, CA 91205

For more information about the
Armenian American Museum, visit
www.ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org
or call (844) 586-4626.

Chilingirian-Bagratuni-Hakobyan Trio
to Perform at Fresno State

FRESNO -- Violinist Levon
Chilingirian will be joined by cellist
Suren Bagratuni and pianist Karén
Hakobyan in a concert to be held at
8:00PM on Friday, March 2 in the
Concert Hall on the Fresno State cam-
pus. The Concert, part of the Philip
Lorenz Memorial Keyboard Concert
Series, is co-sponsored by the Arme-
nian Studies Program of Fresno State,
the Thomas A. Kooyumjian Family
Foundation, and the Orpheus Chamber
Music Ensemble.

This concert brings together three
of today’s most prominent Armenian
musicians: violinist Chilingirian, cellist
Bagratuni, and pianist/composer
Hakobyan. These three colleagues have
received international acclaim for their
activities as performers, pedagogues,
competition jurors, and recording artists.

Chilingirian is the founder of the
Chilingirian Quartet and also a profes-
sor and Chamber Music Artist in Resi-
dence at the Royal Academy of Music
and professor of Violin and Chamber
Music at the Guildhall School of Music
and Drama, both in London.

Bagratuni was the winner of the
silver medal at the 1986 International
Tchaikovsky Competition while still a
student at the Moscow Conservatory.
He has gone on to a distinguished
international career as a soloist, recit-
alist, and chamber musician. He is
currently Professor of Cello at Michi-
gan State University.

Armenian-American pianist and
composer Karén Hakobyan has
emerged as a versatile force on the
international musical scene. Since his
Carnegie Hall debut at the age of sev-
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Hayk Demoyan to Discuss Modern Identity
and Memory Politics of the Armenian World
At NAASR

BELMONT, MA-- Dr. Hayk
Demoyan will give a talk entitled “Be-
tween Realism and Mythology: Mod-
ern Identity and Memory Politics of
the Armenian World” on Thursday,
March 8, at 7:30 p.m. at the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) Center, 395 Con-
cord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478. The
program is sponsored by the NAASR /
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation Lec-
ture Series on Contemporary Arme-
nian Issues and is open to the public.

In this presentation Dr. Demoyan
will analyze and discuss modern as-
pects of identity and memory politics
in Post-Soviet Armenia and the Arme-
nian Diaspora, taking particular note
of  the manipulation and
instrumentalization of history and his-
torical markers—old and new sym-
bols, heroes, historical events, etc.,—
as well as their reinterpretation and
(mis)representation.

For a long time such questions
were considered as taboo within the
official rhetoric of both the Armenian
state and some diasporan circles, which
tended to downplay existing antago-
nistic and opposing attitudes and to
assert a kind of Armenia-Artsakh-
Diaspora triple unity. In fact, in differ-
ent diasporan circles there are contra-
dictory views towards Armenia and its
status as ‘Homeland.” At the same
time, the institutionalization of Artsakh
as a separate political entity, contrary
to the initial policies of unification and
merging, as well as the development of
parallel diasporas, create further chal-

lenges.

Dr. Hayk Demoyan is the Direc-
tor of the Armenian Genocide Mu-
seum-Institute in Yerevan, Armenia, a
position he has held since 2006, and in
2017-18 he is a Fulbright Visiting
Scholar at the Davis Center for Rus-
sian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard
University. He is the author of twelve
books, including The Armenian Geno-
cide: Front Page Coverage inthe World
Media (2014, in Armenian, English,
Russian, and French), Foreign Policy
of Turkey and Karabakh Conflict
(2013, in Russian), Armenian Sport
and Gymnastics in the Ottoman Em-
pire (2009, in Armenian), and Western
Media Coverage of the Nagorno-
Karabakh Conflictin 1988-1990 (2008,
in English), as well as some 40 aca-
demic articles.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hq@naasr.org.

Women's World Day of Prayer

PASADENA -- On the first Fri-
day in March, Women from all around
the world gather in observance of
Women"s World Day of Prayer. The
theme for 2018 is "God's Creation is
Very Good". It was chosen by the
women of Suriname.

All Armenian women, Apostolic,
Brethren, Brotherhood, Congrega-
tional, Catholic, Evangelical and
Nazarene of Southern California will
gather to pray on March 2 at the
Pasadena Church of the Nazarene, 1500
Washington Blvd. Pasadena. A Com-
mittee of women from various
churches, under the leadership of Mary
Agulian, has met and planned the event

which will include participation from
numerous women. The service will be
in Armenian and English. The speak-
ers for this year are, Dr. Mariet
Shanazarian who will speak in English
and Sossi Postajian who will speak in
Armenian. The morning will start with
a reception at 9:30 at the church hall
under the leadership of the women's
president, Angel Der Yeghiayan, At
10;30, a group of women will start
praying and at 11am the official ser-
vice will start with the entrance of
honored clergy. All women are cor-
dially invited to join in this world-wide
day of prayer praising Go for His
creation.

enteen, he has been performing in
major concert halls in Armenia, Ar-
gentina, Mexico, Germany, France,
Japan and the United States.

The trio will perform works by
Haydn: Trio in C Major, Hob.XV:27,
Beethoven: Trio in B-flat Major, Op.
97 “Archduke,” and Babadjanian: Trio
in F-sharp Minor.

General tickets for the Concert
are available for $25 per person, for
seniors $18 per person, and students

$5 per person. Ticket reservations for
the Concert may be made by calling
559-278-2337 or calling the Armenian
Studies Program at 559-278-2669.

Tickets may also be purchased
online at the following website: http://
www.keyboardconcerts.com/special-
events.aspx.

For more information contact
the Armenian Studies Program at 278-
2669, fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies
or visit our Facebook page .
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ALAN CHAPMAN
PLANIST

VATCHE MANKERIAN
PIANIST

KAREN BENJAMIN
VOCALIST

ARPY AINTABLIAN
SOPRAND

FOR TICKETS & INFO conTACT: DONATION $35
Nat Nehdar: 626'437'1354 l_lllelldar@aol.con_l

Vahe Atchabahian: 626-354-5924 vamedia@yahoo.com
00-MINUTE FREE PARKING VALIDATTON

" Qorncert
t B W
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
THE HOLOCAUST

AND SLAVERY

IN LOVING
MNEMORY OF

CHRISTIAN SHAHNAZARIAN

SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 2018

300 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite 200, Pasadena, CA 91101

Refreshments ¢ Hors D 'oeuvres
Social Hour 2:00-3:00pm e Concert 3:00-5:00pm

YIN YIN HUANG

DEDICATED TO

2 ‘u.- 1
ALLISONNE CRAWFORD

PIANIST VOCALIST

LING YAN
CELLIST

JONATHAN WEI
VIOLINIST
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HARRY THE HANDYMAN SERVICES

Air Conditioning Repair
Plumbing & Roofing
Water & Gas Pipes » Fencing & Painting
Iron Work Repair « Electrical Job

Email: haroutig007@gmail.com

Dependable - Reliable - Fast Work
CALL HARRY

818.219.3314

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
IN PASADENA
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1060 North Allen Ave

Pasadena, CA 91104
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(626) 398-0506

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE F00D

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979

VA Print Media

Book Printing « Hard Covers * Year Books
Restoration of Old Books & Bibles
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Vahe Atchabahian
1743 E. Elizabeth St. = Pasadena, CA 91104

Tel: 626-793-6220 « Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com * www.vaprintmedia.com
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