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Charity Fundraising
Up for Sale. coffeecups, plates, xmas ornaments
decorations,candle holders, chandialer and more.
Price range $5 -$50, all items new never used.
Saturday March 3 and Sunday March 4th.
Time 10am - 4pm.
Address: 1060 N. Allen Ave. Pasadena, CA 91104
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Armenian American Museum
Community Meeting

ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

Join us for a presentation and discussion on the historic
cultural and educational center developing in Glendale!

Thursday, March 8, 2018 | 7:00PM
Adult Recreation Center
201 East Colorado Street, Glendale, CA 91205

Open to the Public. Refreshments Will Be Served.
Free 3-Hour Validated Parking at Marketplace Parking Garage.

RSVP: WWW.ARMENIANAMERICANMUSEUM.ORG/RSVP
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FM Nalbandian: "Regrettably, the Masterminds and Perpetrators of
Sumgait Pogroms Were Not Duly Punished

GENEVA -- Azerbaijan and Tur-
key are using the Khojaly events as a
propaganda tool, pursuing at least sev-
eral goals, Armenia’s Foreign Minister
Edward Nalbandian said at the High
Level Segment of the 37th Session of
the UN Human Rights Council.

“First, Ankara and Baku are ob-
viously opposing the international rec-
ognition of the Armenian Genocide.
By disseminating falsified accusations
about ‘violence committed by Arme-
nians’ they are trying to justify their
century-long policy of denial, spread-
ing fraud, claiming that Armenians are
the perpetrators, not victims, that they
have slaughtered and have not been
slaughtered,” Minister Nalbandian said
in comments to Tert.am.

He said that Turkey has even
erected a monument on the Armenian-
Turkish border as a symbol of ‘massa-
cres committed by Armenians against
Turks.

Second, he said, Baku and An-
kara aim to shadow the commemora-
tions of the 30th anniversary of the
Sumgait pogroms. According to him,
Baku is using Ankara’s experience of
organizing Gallipoli events to shadow
the commemoration of the 100th anni-
versary of the Armenian genocide in
2015.

Minister jor Fore
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H.E. Mr. Edward Nalbandian

ign Affaire

of Arrmenit

The Sumgait massacre was
widely condemned by the international
community, including by the resolu-
tion of the European Parliament. Re-
grettably, the masterminds and perpe-
trators of this crime were not duly
punished. As it happened many times
in the human history, impunity opened
the door for new atrocities, including
Armenian massacres and ethnic cleans-
ing in Baku, Kirovabad (Gandzak),
Maragha and many other places.

Third, Minister Nalbandian said,
Baku follows Ankara’s example of pre-
tending to be the victim of violence and
harassment in an attempt to win divi-

Dutch MPs Branded “Traitors’ and
“Degenerates” by Turkish Newspapers
After Genocide Vote

ISTANBUL —
Pro-government Turk-
ish newspapers have
accused five members
of the Dutch parliament
of ‘betrayal’ after they
voted to recognize the
Armenian genocide of
1915.

The five MPs —
Dilan Yesilgdz of the
VVD party, Socialist
MPs Cem Lacin and
Saadet Karabulut and
GreenLeft members
Zinhi Ozdil en Nevin
Oziitok — are all of Turkish descent.
They were subjected to a blizzard of
abuse on social media after newspa-
pers, which supports the Turkish
government, branded them ‘traitors
to the mother country’ and “degener-
ates” calling the vote ‘scandalous’.

Parliamentary chairwoman Khadija
Arib denounced the newspaper’s inter-
vention. ‘Threats or inciting threats in
response to people expressing their
opinion is unacceptable,” she told
Nieuwsuur. ‘This has no place in a
democracy and in a free and open
society such as ours.’

Tunahan Kuzu, for the Denk
party, told Turkish television that the
vote was ‘a stunt to win support in the
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run-up towards the municipal elec-
tions’. Kuzu, whose party is popular
with the Netherlands’ Turkish minor-
ity, added that ‘recognizing something
like this is unacceptable to us, and
Turkish Dutch candidates need to make
clear where they stand.’

The five lawmakers have re-
ported receiving threats and hate mail.
“The era of intimidation and
demonisation is over,” Zihni Ozdil,
one of the GreenLeft MPs, told the
Algemeen Dagblad tabloid.

“I do not feel totally targeted by
these kind of people. I am Dutch,”
said Dilan Yesilgoz of the VVD, who
arrived in the Netherlands as a refu-
gee in 1984,

dends.

“Fourth, Azerbaijan is trying to
divert attention and avoid responsibil-
ity for the massacre of Armenians not
only in Sumgait, but also Baku,
Kirovabad, Maragha, etc.,” Edward
Nalbandian said.

“Fifth, the Azerbaijani authorities
carry out targeted anti-Armenian pro-
paganda, radicalize their society, try-
ing tounite itin the fight against the so-

Continued on page 2

Ruling Coalition
Nominates Armen
Sarkissian for
President of Armenia

YEREVAN —The parliamentary
factions of the Republican Party of
Armenia and the Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation jointly nominated Armen
Sarkissian for the post of president of
Armenia on Friday. The voting will
take place on March 2 at the National
Assembly of Armenia.

Armen Sarkissian, who is not
related to the outgoing president, was
Armenia’s prime minister from 1996
to 1997 when he resigned in the midst
of a respiratory illness.

He is currently Armenia’s am-
bassador to the United Kingdom and,
in accordance with recent constitu-
tional reforms regarding the presi-
dency, is not a member of any politi-
cal party.

Sarkissian will have to be backed
by a three-fourths and two-thirds ma-
jority of lawmakers in order to win in
the first and second rounds of voting
respectively. A simple majority of votes

Continued on page3

Israel Suspends Legislation to Collect taxes
from Churche Properties in Jerusalem

JERUSALEM -- The Church of
the Holy Sepulchre has announced it
will reopen its doors after Israel de-
cided to suspend legislation regarding
collecting taxes from churches and
their properties in Jerusalem.

Following international pressure
and rising protests from Palestinian
Christians, Isracli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu announced the for-
mation of a committee to discuss the
imposition of the property tax, or
arnona, on Jerusalem's churches.

The decision came following a
meeting between Netanyahu and the
Israeli mayor of Jerusalem, Nir Barakat,
and after one of the holiest sites in
Christianity, the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, closed its doors on Sunday in
protest against the proposed legislation.

On Sunday, Christian leaders in

Jerusalem took the rare step of shut-
ting the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
in protestagainst new Israeli tax policy
and a proposed property law.

The proposal to levy taxes on
some properties would run contrary to
unofficial historical tax-exempt status
the churches have enjoyed for centu-
ries, the leaders said describing the
legislation as an attack on Christians in
the Holy Land.

In a joint statement, Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox and Arme-
nian Church leaders said the church
would be closed until further notice.

“The civil authorities have al-
ways recognized and respected the
great contribution of the Christian
churches, which invest billions in build-

Continued on page 2
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Armenia, Lebanon Presidents Call for
Peaceful Solution of Middle East Crises

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- The
presidents of Armenia and Lebanon
concur that the crises in the Middle
Eastrequire finding peaceful solutions,
President of Lebanon Michel Aoun
said after holding talks with Armenian
counterpart Serzh Sarkisian in
Yerevan.

“We discussed the situation in
the Middle East, crises and wars in
certain countries of the region, espe-
cially in our neighbor Syria. We agreed
over the necessity of finding peaceful
solutions to the crises and ending the
war machine, because violence gives
birth to violence and extremism only,
the proof of which are the continuing
unrests of the last 7 years which began
in our region”, the Lebanese president
said.

President Aoun mentioned that
the issue of Syrian migrants was also
discussed, and the need of their return
to safe areas of Syria was stressed. “I
presented to the President that our
country is being pressured in social,
economic and security terms, having
one and a half million migrants on its
territory, with no sufficient interna-
tional aid measures to take care of their
needs. On this occasion we stressed
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that it is necessary to work to achieve
international mutual agreement which
will ensure the return of Syrian refu-
gees to safe areas of their country and
it will be under the control of the
Syrian state”, he said.

President Michel Aounalso stated
that Lebanon stands with Armenia in
the protection of the natural rights of
sovereignty, peace and prosperity of
its people. He thanked President
Sarkisian for supporting his country in
the international arena.

President Aoun was pleased to
note that the meeting with President
Sarkisian proceeded in a warm and
friendly atmosphere. The Lebanese
president highlighted the role of the
Armenian community of Lebanon in
terms of the firm and strong ties of the
two peoples and states. “Many of these
representatives are accompanying me
today, they are highly appreciated by
the Lebanese society for their role in
the social, economic, cultural and sev-
eral other sectors of the country”,
President Michel Aoun said.

President Aoun emphasized the
need for strengthening bilateral and
international cooperation between Leba-
non and Armenia against terrorism.

FM Nalbandian

Continued from page 1

called enemy,” Armenia’s top diplo-
mat said. According to him, on one
hand, this is a means for diverting the
public’s attention from domestic prob-
lems, and on the other hand, a propa-
ganda tool against the Armenian sides
to inspire the army to commit crimes.

“This was particularly striking in
April 2016, when gross human rights
violations were committed against ci-
vilians and captivated soldiers, “he
said.

“Baku spends millions on this
multilayered propaganda, but even
under those layers it is impossible to
conceal thereality,” Nalbandian stated.

“Even the name Khojaly which

was been given to this wave of propa-
ganda does not correspond to reality
because Khojaly residents, using the
humanitarian corridor, moved to
Aghdam region controlled by
Azerbaijani armed forces several kilo-
meters away from the settlement where
they were killed. All this is proven by
Azerbaijani sources, the testimonies of
the survivors of Khojaly, independent
eyewitnesses and journalists. The then
President of Azerbaijan blamed
Azerbaijani, not Armenian armed
groups for Khojaly killings,” Minister
Nalbandian said.

He concluded that “Azerbaijan’s
attempts to avoid responsibility are
useless and they will have to assume
responsibility sooner or later.”

Israel Suspends Legislation

Continued from page 1

ing schools, hospitals, and homes, many
for the elderly and disadvantaged, in the
Holy Land,” the statement said.

The leaders called on city offi-
cials to retract their intention and to

“ensure that the status quo, which was
sanctioned by the sacred history, is
maintained, and the character of the
Holy City of Jerusalem is not violated.”

“We declare that such a measure
both undermines the sacred character
of Jerusalem, and jeopardizes the

March 3, 2018

Azerbaijan Reneges on Agreement to Deploy
More Ceasefire Monitors

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- Armenia
accused Azerbaijan on Thursday of
allow the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe to deploy
more ceasefire monitors in the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone.

The tentative agreement was an-
nounced by the U.S., Russian and
French mediators co-heading the
OSCE Mins Group after a meeting of
the Armenian and Azerbaijani foreign
ministers held in Krakow, Poland on
January 18.

“The Foreign Ministers agreed in
principle to the Co-Chairs' revised con-
cept paper for implementing the expan-
sion of the Office of the Personal Repre-
sentative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-
Office with a view toward finalizing it as
soon as possible,” read a joint statement
issued by the mediators.

The group’s Russian co-chair,
Igor Popov, specified later in January
that seven more officials are due to join
the OSCE’s existing truce-monitoring
mission.

Meeting with a visiting European

Union envoy, Armenian Foreign Min-
ister Edward Nalbandian said: “When
the co-chairs visited Baku several days
ago Azerbaijan again refused to honor
that agreement on expanding [the mis-
sion.]”

Azerbaijani officials have so far
made no public statements on the is-
sue. Baku has been reluctant to take
this and other confidence-building
measures sought by the mediators,
saying that they would cement the
status quo. The Armenian side insists,
for its part, that bolstering the shaky
ceasefire regime is a necessary condi-
tion for a peaceful resolution of the
Karabakh conflict.

The co-chairs visited Baku,
Yerevan and Karabakh earlier this
month. In a joint statement issued at
the end of the regional tour, they called
on the conflicting parties to “take ad-
ditional steps to reduce tensions” on
the frontlines in line with understand-
ings reached by the Armenian and
Azerbaijani presidents at their October
2017 meeting in Geneva.

Sarajevo Drops Decision to Honor
Nobel Laureate Orhan Pamuk
Amid Pressure from Turkey

SARAJEVO (neweurope.eu) --
Bosnia’s capital Sarajevo has dropped
an earlier decision to make famed Turk-
ish writer and Nobel laureate Orhan
Pamuk an ‘“honorary citizen” after
coming under heavy pressure from the
government of authoritarian Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Pamuk, 65, who is a vocal critic
of Erdogan, was nominated by Sarajevo
for his writing screenplay dealing with
the 1992-1995 Bosnian War.

Sarajevo’s leading newspaper
Oslobodenje reported on February 14
that city council members from the
ruling Our Party political faction in the
Bosnian capital had concluded that the
decision to honor Pamuk’s would be
withdrawn after coming under pres-
sure from Ankara.

The City Council Commission
had initially voted 7:0 in support of a
proposal by Sarajevan publisher
Buybook and NGO Amadeus to pro-
claim Pamuk an honorary citizen, which
was to be presented to him in April in
Sarajevo.

Sarajevois governed by the Mus-
lim Party of Democratic Action (SDA),
whose leader Bakir Izetbegovic, is
known to be close to Erdogan, having
even attended the wedding of his daugh-
ter in 2016.

Authorities in Sarajevo have an-
nounced that former Croatian Presi-
dent Stipe Mesic will be named honor-
ary citizen in Pamuk’s place.

Blekl23

Much beloved abroad as one of
the world’s leading literary figures,
Pamuk is a highly controversial figure
in Turkey. He was tried and sentenced
to prison by the Erdogan regime of
“insulting Turkishness” after publicly
discussing the mass killing of Kurds
by Turkish forces and the 1915 Arme-
nian Genocide — and event that saw
nearly 2 million Armenians killed or
deported by the Turks in the dying
days of the Ottoman Empire.

Any mention of the genocide or
atrocities against its Kurdish popula-
tion are illegal in Turkey and is subject
to stiff prison sentences.

Pamuk, who won the Nobel prize
for literature in 2006, has denounced
what he called “a climate of “fear”
under Erdogan and has warned that the
authoritarian leader and his Islamist
AK party are steering Turkey towards
a “regime of terror”.

church’s ability to conduct its minis-
try in this land on behalf of its commu-
nities and the world-wide church,”
they said. “We stand firm and united in
our position to defend our presence
and properties.”

Branding the bill “abhorrent”, the
leaders said it “reminds us all of laws
of a similar nature which were enacted
against the Jews during a dark period

in Europe”.

In early February, fines totaling
nearly $190 million were handed out
by the Jerusalem municipality to prop-
erties owned by the United Nations and
by churches, citing anew legal opinion
that determined the properties are not
legally defined as places of worship
and therefore were not entitled to ex-
emptions from property tax.
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Armenian International Women’s Association:

Stopping Gender-Based Violence
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The Armenian International
Women’s Association (AIWA) decries
the recent physical assaults upon two
women who are members of the
Yerevan City Council. On February
13, city councilor Marina Khachatryan,
along with her colleague Sona
Aghekyan, were attacked by fellow
councilmen during the first session of
the Yerevan City Council. The attack
came just as the two women were
trying to bring samples of sewage (in
glass jars) from the Nubarashen dis-
trict in Yerevan to underscore the neg-
ligence of the mayor and the city gov-
ernment in failing to address the
longstanding problem of leaking sew-
age from the nearby prison. This has
become an enormous health hazard for
everyone living in the vicinity.

This outrageous behavior comes
just shortly after Armenia passed leg-
islation criminalizing domestic vio-
lence. This incident, along with prior
cases of attacks on women protest-
ers in various public settings, further
exposes how public forums and po-
litical spaces in the country have
frequently become unsafe places for
women in Armenia. They reveal a
systemic attempt to exclude women
from public discourse and political
decision-making.

This assault on elected female
councilors was especially egregious,
as the violence was committed by
colleagues on the city council. Such
violence against female activists must
stop, as it corrodes the fragile demo-
cratic institutions in the country and
intimidates women from entering
politics. Violence as an instrument
of political discourse is illegal and
unethical. It is also profoundly un-
productive, as it can silence free
speech, innovation and initiative,
thereby degrading governance and
polarizing society.

It has been demonstrated that the
empowerment of women is a neces-
sary precondition for democratic
progress, economic growth and sus-
tainable security arrangements in con-
flictregions. Patronizing, intimidating
and harming women — whether in the
home or in a public space — is a direct
assault on Armenia’s prospects for a
successful future. To sustain the moral
fabric of the country, it is essential that

everyone — especially elected officials
— respect the dignity of all women.

This recent display of violence
further erodes public trustin Armenia’s
institutions and threatens the develop-
ment of a still-young democracy strug-
gling in an increasingly authoritarian
region. The brave women council
members who were bringing much-
needed attention to amajor public health
and environmental crisis in a large
Yerevan community should be praised
and honored. Those who attacked them
should be held accountable for their
actions. Regardless of how offended
they were by the jars of sewage, they
had no right to resort to physical vio-
lence. We understand that a criminal
investigation has been launched, and
this process should be watched closely
by the public.

Most important, we all need to
work together to change the cultural
norms that promote and reward this
kind of assault. Everyone — especially
men and boys — need to explore how
we can all become part of the solution
to stop gender-based violence, whether
it occurs in war, at home, on the
streets, or at work. Fortunately, there
are men around the world now chang-
ing the public discourse to include
ideas about positive masculinity that
would promote a safer and stronger
world for everyone. A healthy society
requires that we all respect human
dignity, and this incident in Yerevan
offers one more opportunity to raise
our voices in calling for systemic
change to create a culture that would
never foster or condone this kind of
violent behavior.

The Armenian International
Women’s Association was founded
26 years ago to connect, inspire and
mentor Armenian women to em-
brace their power and value as ad-
vocates for social change and as
leaders in society. As Armenian men
and women throughout the world
become more actively engaged citi-
zens, AIWA will continue to sup-
port social, economic and educa-
tional policies and systems that bring
equal representation to Armenian
women and improve the quality of
life for women and girls.

For more information visit us at
www.aiwainternational.org.

Ruling Coalition Nominates Armen Sarkissian

Continued from page 1

is enough to win the presidency in the
third round.

Nevertheless, president Serzh
Sarkisian expressed hope last month

that the former premier will win out-
right in the first round. In that case, he
would need the backing of at least 79
members of the National Assembly.
The ruling coalition has a majority of
65 seats in the parliament.
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New Records Added to ANI Website
English and Turkish Sites Expanded

WASHINGTON, D.C.-With7.5
million hits registered in 2017, the
Armenian National Institute (ANI)
websites in English (www.armenian-
genocide.org) and Turkish
(www.turkish.armenian-
genocide.org) have obtained global
reach as students, teachers, research-
ers, journalists and public servants tap
their substantial catalogue of critical
records on the Armenian Genocide. In
response to this encouraging trend and
user feedback, ANI announced an-
other expansion of its popular sites,
adding new materials.

Sixty official documents on the
Armenian Genocide, ranging from
Denmark to Brazil, many of which
were posted in their original language,
are now all translated into English. The
documents in this critically important
section under the heading Resolutions,
Laws, and Declarations are now avail-
ableintheir original languages, as well
as in English and Turkish.

The Turkish language version of
the ANI website has been growing
continuously since it was launched in
February 2017. More translations of key
documents posted on the ANI website
have been added with the goal of educat-
ing Turkish-speaking audiences about
the Armenian Genocide in the face of the
Turkish government's standing policy
of denying this history. The Turkish
language site currently holds 72 docu-
ments, 8 encyclopedia entries, the
Wegner photo collection, and FAQs,
among other contents.

Well over 500 documents can
now be accessed on the ANI website,
including records from International
Organizations, Religious Institutions,
States and Provinces, Municipal Gov-
ernments, Curriculum Mandates, and
others. Over 200 U.S. state level reso-
lutions and gubernatorial declarations
are accessible.

A newly expanded section titled
Official Reports now features reports
on proposed Congressional resolutions
approved by several committees, in-
cluding the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs (previously called the Committee
on International Relations), the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and the Com-
mission on Security and Cooperation
in Europe. These official reports of the

United States Congress, such as Affir-
mation of the United States Record on
the Armenian Genocide Resolution
Report of 2000, and A Century of
Denial: The Armenian Genocide and
the Ongoing Quest for Justice of 2015,
trace the progress of several resolu-
tions introduced over the years to af-
firm the American historical record on
the Armenian Genocide.

The release of the movie The
Promise brought the Armenian Geno-
cide to the attention of broader audi-
ences. Writing in the Los Angeles Re-
view of Books about the importance of
films depicting this painful subject,
Professor of History at the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas, Dr. Michelle
Tusan, compares The Promise to the
1919 filmtitled Ravished Armenia. Her
article along with some other 250 in-
teresting selections from the interna-
tional press also can be accessed on
the ANI website under the Press Cov-
erage section where they are catego-
rized for easy selection under several
headings, such as Editorial, Feature
Story, Film Review, Opinion, Report-
ing, and so forth.

In 2016 the ANI website and its
associated online museum, Armenian
Genocide Museum of America(AGMA),
became fully accessible on mobile de-
vices such as tablets and smartphones.
The AGMA online museum s an interac-
tive site depicting the entire story of the
Armenian Genocide through expandable
galleries, along with dynamic narratives
featuring survivors and historical imag-
ery. The online museum was launched
on April 24, 2015.

Lastly, due to the popularity of
the ANI digital exhibits and their par-
ticular usefulness as teaching tools,
the digital exhibit "Iconic Images of
the Armenian Genocide" can now be
viewed as an online slide show. Using
historic photographs, the exhibit traces
the deportation, annihilation, expro-
priation, and expulsion policies of the
Young Turk regime and concludes
with images of successful rescue ef-
forts conducted by organizations such
as the Armenian General Benevolent
Union (AGBU), and the American hu-
manitarian organization expressly cre-
ated to address the plight of the survi-
vors, Near East Relief (NER).

Mark Your Clanedar

Join the Armenian Assembly of America for its Philadelphia
Celebration at the National Constitution Center
on Saturday, April 28, 2018, starting at 6:00 pm.

The Armenian Assembly will be honoring longtime members and Life
Trustees Peter and Irene Vosbikian. The evening's entertainment will
feature Kevork Artinian Entertainment and his Band.

To learn more about the Philadelphia Celebration, please visit
www.aimhye.com. Please RSVP by Monday, April 16.
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Dr. Yektan Tirkyilmaz to Lecture on
“Armenians on Records: Music Production
from Homeland to Diasporas”

FRESNO -- Dr. Yektan
Tiirkyilmaz, Kazan Visiting Profes-
sor of Armenian Studies at Fresno
State, will give a lecture, “Arme-
nians on Records: Music Produc-
tion from Homeland to Diasporas,”
at 7:30PM on Wednesday, March 7,
2018, in the University Business
Center, Alice Peters Auditorium,
Room 191 on the Fresno State cam-
pus. The presentation is part of the
Spring Lecture Series of the Arme-
nian Studies Program.

Dr. Tiirkyilmaz was appointed
the 14th Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan
Visiting Professor in Armenian Studies
for the Spring 2018 semester.

This lecture will explore the
multi-directional journeys of Arme-
nians in the recording history from the
Ottoman Empire to the diasporas, par-
ticularly to the United States, in the
first half of the 20th century, as musi-
cians, producers, and merchants.
Drawing on the life stories and ex-
amples of commercial records pro-
duced in the Ottoman Empire and else-
where in the diasporas, the presenta-
tion will illustrate the changing styles,
content, and language use in music
production vis-a-vis place, trauma and
audience/cultural dialogue throughout
one of the most turbulent periods of
Armenian history. The talk will spe-
cifically underscore the cultural, po-
litical, and identitarian implications of
the emergence of the recording tech-

nology on Armenian communities.

The lecture will conclude with a
commentary and a musical perfor-
mance by the Armenian-American ori-
ental music expert and oud virtuoso
Richard Hagopian. Hagopian began
playing the oud at a young age and has
received numerous awards through-
out his life including the prestigious
National Endowment for the Arts Na-
tional Heritage Fellowship Award, the
nation’s highest honor given in the
traditional folk arts, in 1989.

Dr. Tiirkyilmazreceived his Ph.D.
from the Department of Cultural An-
thropology at Duke University. He is
currently a research fellow at the Fo-
rum Transregionale Studien in Berlin,
Germany. Meanwhile, he is working
on his book manuscript based on his
dissertation, Rethinking Genocide: Vio-
lence and Victimhood in Eastern
Anatolia, 1913-1915, concerns the
conflictin Eastern Anatolia in the early
20th century and the memory politics
around it.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available in
Fresno State Lots P5 and P6, near the
University Business Center, Fresno
State. A parking code, 273825, must
be used at a kiosk to receive the free
permit.

For more information contact the
Armenian Studies Program at 278-
2669, visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies

Kef Time Keghi III Benefits Kindergarten
in Nor Keghi, Armenia

By Mitch Kehetian

DETROIT - A project to benefit
school children of Nor Keghi in Arme-
nia was launched into motion just days

after four years of spirited community
work to fund school classroom reno-
vations was achieved this past Decem-
ber by the Nor Keghi Association, an
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Special Screening of Intent to Destroy"

in San Diego

d "Metall

A Joe Berlinger Fila

Death, Denial & Depiction

FhSuRvIvAL Y im0 e RadicalMedia’ DODOEROTLD

“Y111 give you chills... et toutror 12

inlike any other historieal nosount™ - % Fiix sews

ca: some Rind of Monster

e N
ESION T § Idfa © 4 » ¥
2017 ¢ D20 & Do &

Intent to Destroy

o, A et v W
Y Y

SAN DIEGO, CA - The feature
documentary film "Intent to Destroy"
captures the cinematic and political
challenges of producing "The Prom-
ise", a historically meaningful, big-
budget feature film. It will be shown at
San Diego’s Edwards Mira Mesa Sta-
dium on Saturday, March 17, 2018 at
7:30 p.m. The one-night only presen-
tation of Intent to Destroy is being
organized by Very Rev. Fr. Pakrad
Berjekian and the Parish Council of St.
John Garabed Armenian Church of
San Diego.

Tickets are available now by going
to https://gathr.us/s/22696. Tickets can
only be purchased online and will not be
available for purchase at the door.

Pulling back the curtain on Geno-
cide censorship in Hollywood due to
U.S. government pressure to appease
a strategic ally, Intent To Destroy
embeds with The Promise, a historic
feature production as a springboard to
explore the violent history of the Ar-
menian Genocide and legacy of Turk-
ish suppression and denial over the
past century.

By intertwining three separate

threads — the modern day production
of The Promise, the history of the
Genocide, and the century of interna-
tional repression — Intent To Destroy
coalesces to provide a comprehensive
view on the atrocities of 1915 to 1923
and their resounding aftermath right
up to the present day.

St. John Garabed Armenian
Church has organized this film night in
San Diego as part of a larger, month-
long community initiative to com-
memorate the 103™ anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide with a variety of
meaningful events and presentations.

The screening and tickets sales
are made possible thanks to Theatrical
On Demand®, which allows movie-
goers to bring the movies they want to
watch to their nearby local theater
with no rental cost and no risk.

#HHH

"Intent to Destroy" (2017, United
States, Unrated, 115 min.) Directed by
Academy Award® nominated director
Joe Berlinger. Featuring Shohreh
Aghdashloo, Taner Ak¢am, Hagop
Asadourian. A Gathr Films and
Abramorama Release.

organization of Detroit Armenians who
trace their DNA roots to old Keghi
province in Turkish occupied Western
Armenia.

The project’s successful fund-
ing goal was topped at Kef Time Keghi
IIT as more than 300 Armenians dined
on the legendary staple Pagharch grain
meal Keghetzis in the ancestral home-
land survived on during the freezing
winter months that swept through the
mountainous Keghi region.

The attending clergy from the
four Churches opened the evening pro-
gram with a prayer of blessing for the
project’s success.

The initial project was to reno-
vate the Multipurpose Room at the
Arakelyan Kindergarten in Nor Keghi,
Armenia, for use by the students as
well as by the parents and community
for various activities. The renovation
also includes the immediate order of
new auditorium type chairs, audiovi-
sual equipment, and a piano. The
renovated Multipurpose Room will
serve the needs of the current 30
students and the 30 additional kinder-
garten age children now waiting for
enrollment.

Richard Norsigian, President of
the Nor Keghi Association, visited Nor
Keghi last fall to confer with local and
state officials on the needs for the
school improvements. He said other

improvements in the project also in-
clude hallways, doors, and stairwell
repairs.

In addition, the Nor Keghi
Association’s funded project will be
monitored until its completion by the
highly respected Paros Foundation,
which is headquartered in Berkeley,
California, and maintains field offices
in Armenia.

Norsigian also praised local and
state officials in Armenia for welcom-
ing the support of the project by “Ar-
menians with a DNA link to historic
Keghi and now embracing Nor Keghi.”
The naming of Nor Keghi formally
known as Pazmavan was proclaimed
on Feb. 12, 1962.

As KefTime Keghi Il was wind-
ing down after an evening of singing
and dancing, the 28 Detroit Armenian
musicians who had donated their ser-
vices and had been taking turns to
provide music throughout the night at
St. John Armenian Church Cultural
Hall all took to the stage together to put
on a musical show that rocked the hall
as throngs of young celebrants cheered
while taking pictures with their cell
phones.

A review meeting to determine
the Nor Keghi Association’s future
role in Armenia will be held at a later
date by its Board.
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