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Armenia Celebrates 100th Anniversary of
First Republic

YEREVAN -- Armenia on Mon-
day celebrated the 100-year anniver-
sary of the first independent Armenian
republic that emerged after more than
600 years under foreign rule.

Armenian President Armen
Sarkissian, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian and many foreign dignitaries

nians who fought, mostly as Soviet
Red Army soldiers, against Nazi Ger-
many in the Second World War. Troops
from the Russian military base in Ar-
menia also participated in it.

“For the first time in their his-
tory, the Armenian people were citi-
zens, rather than subjects, masters,

attended a festive ceremony and a
small military parade held at the
Sardarapat Memorial to mark the oc-
casion.

"A hundred years ago Armenia won
this battle because for the first time we
relied on ourselves rather than expecting
help from others," Pashinian said.

The decisive battle was fought
from May 22-29, 1918 around
Sardarapat, a village about 50 kilome-
ters west of Yerevan. Turkish forces
were defeated there and pushed back
from the capital of what was the first
sovereign Armenian state in more than
four centuries.

A war memorial built near
Sardarapat in the late 1960s was there-
fore the scene of the main official
ceremonies to mark the independence
centenary. Hundreds of soldiers, some
of them clad in First World War-era
uniforms, as well as gray-haired veter-
ans of the 1991-1994 war with
Azerbaijan marched there in a military
parade.

The parade also featured tributes
to hundreds of thousands of Arme-

rather than servants, and that was a
fateful turnaround,” Pashinian said in
his speech.

Pashinian noted that the military
victory at Sardarapat was achieved
only three years after the beginning of
the Armenian genocide in Ottoman
Turkey which put the Armenian nation
“on the verge of extinction.”

“From the standpoint of pragma-
tism and rational calculation, the Ar-
menian people stood no chance to
win,” he said. “But we won because
we realized that our essence is not to
be herded to deserts and massacred ...
The Armenian people won because for
the first time in 400 years they pinned
their hopes on themselves, rather than
others.”

“Only thanks to the existence of
the First Republic was Armenia incor-
porated into the Soviet Union as a full-
fledged union republic,” said Pashinian.
“And only thanks to this status did
Armenia manage to secede from the
Soviet Union without upheavals and to
gain the status of an internationally
recognized independent country.”

ACA-PAC Announces California Primary
Endorsements

CALIFORNIA
GOVERNOR
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Political Action Committee Endorsements
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PASADENA - The Armenian
Council of America — Political Action
Committee has released its list of en-
dorsements for California’s Primary
on June 5, 2018.

As a part of the endorsement
process, the ACA-PAC Board care-
fully reviews each incumbent’s track
record and each new candidate’s an-
swers to questions concerning their
Armenian American constituency.
ACA-PAC endorsements are also based
largely on the candidate’s prepared-
ness and ability to address issues rang-
ing from reaffirmation of the Arme-
nian Genocide, promoting Genocide
education in public schools, support
for the independent Republics of Ar-
menia and Artsakh.

The majority of these endorse-
ments include incumbents who have

served as a strong voice for the
community.California State Governor

California State Governor

- Antonio Villaraigosa

California Lieutenant Governor

- Ed Hernandez

California Secretary of State

- Alex Padilla

California State Controller

- Betty Yee

California State Treasurer

- Fiona Ma, CPA

California State Insurance Com-
missioner

- Ricardo Lara

California State Board of Equal-
ization

- Scott Svonkin

California Attorney General

Continued on page3

Georgian, Armenian Leaders Meet In Thilisi

TBILISI -- Georgian Prime Min-
ister Giorgi Kvirikashvili and his new
Armenian counterpart Nikol Pashinian
pledged to give new impetus to rela-
tions between their nations after meet-
ing for the first time in Tbilisi on
Wednesday.

Pashinian travelled to Georgia on
a two-day official visit that comes

three weeks after he was elected
Armenia’s prime minister following
weeks of mass protests led by him.
Kvirikashvili mentioned the dra-
matic events in Yerevan when he ad-
dressed reporters after the talks. “The
Armenian people demonstrated unity

Continued on page3
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Knesset Speaker Withdraws
Armenian Genocide Recognition from
Parliament Agenda

JERUSALEM -- The expected
vote on recognizing the Armenian
Genocide was not on the Knesset’s
agenda for this week as of Monday,
The Jerusalem Post reports.

Knesset Speaker Yuli Edelstein
withdrew the item from the agenda,
his spokeswoman said, to avoid an
embarrassment to the Knesset, be-
cause it was unclear there would be a
majority in favor. Edelstein has repeat-
edly voiced his support for recognition
over the years, including last week.

The vote on recognizing the Ar-
menian Genocide, in which 1.5 million
Armenians were murdered by the Ot-
toman Empire during World War I,
was set for Tuesday, after a motion to
do so by Meretz chairwoman MK
Tamar Zandberg was approved.

Zandberg accused Edelstein of
putting politics ahead of morality, dis-
missing the Knesset Speaker’s words
in favor of her motion.

“Holding this debate, with a his-
toric vote to recognize, is the right
thing to do. Some preferred politics to

doing the right thing,” Zandberg said at
aMeretz faction meeting Monday. “The
Knesset should do what it promised.
This is a matter of historic justice.”

Recognizing the Armenian Geno-
cide has the potential to anger Turkey
and Azerbaijan. Tensions between Israel
and Turkey are already high, with the
countries withdrawing their ambassa-
dors after Turkey supported Hamas when
the terrorist organization tried to vio-
lently break through the Gaza border into
Israel earlier this month.

However, Israel and Azerbaijan
have warm ties, and the latter’s prox-
imity to Iran makes it a strategic ally,
important to Israeli security. Azerbaijan
is in an ongoing conflict with Armenia
over the Nagorno-Karabakh region.

Zandberg, however, said that
should not be taken into consideration.

Recognizing the Armenian Geno-
cide, she argued, “shouldn’t hurt ties
with any country. This is a basic moral
issue.... We, the Jewish people, know
the value of recognizing national trag-
edies.”

Armenian Oligarch’s Company
Accused Of Tax Fraud

YEREVAN -- As part of its de-
clared crackdown on corruption,
Armenia’s National Security Service
(NSS) on Wednesday accused a com-
pany controlled by a wealthy busi-
nessman linked to the former ruling
Republican Party (HHK) of evading
millions of dollars in tax payments.

Itclaimed that Samvel Aleksanian’s
Alex Holding group colluded with the
former leadership of the State Revenue
Committee (SRC) to run a tax scam in
the country’s largest food supermarket
chain owned by it.

The NSS detailed the accusa-
tions after raiding the head office of
the Yerevan City chain and confiscat-
ing documents kept there. It reported
no arrests, saying only that senior
company executives have been ques-
tioned as part of the criminal investiga-
tion into “large-scale tax evasion” and
“false entrepreneurship.”

An NSS statement said the com-
pany hasillegally sold agricultural prod-
ucts and “numerous” other items at
Yerevan City supermarkets through
461 small firms mainly registered in
the name of its employees and their
family members. Some of those work-
ers were not even aware of that, it said.

Under Armenian law, small firms
with an annual turnover of up to 115
million drams ($237,000) are exempt
from profit and value-added (VAT)
taxes paid by larger businesses. They
are only required to pay “turnover tax”
equivalent to 2 percent of their
revenue.The VAT rate is set at 20
percent.

The NSS statement said the fraud
scheme has enabled Alex Holding to
avoid making an estimated 7.2 billion
drams ($15 million) in VAT payments
since the end 0f 2016. A tax audit will
determine “the precise amount of the
damage inflicted on the state,” accord-
ing to the powerful security agency.

Aleksanian, 49, is one of Armenia’s
richest men who has long effectively
controlled lucrative imports of sugar,
cooking oil and other basic foodstuffs.
He has had close ties with the country’s
former leaders, notably former Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian. The tycoon has
been a parliament deputy representing
Sarkisian’s HHK since 2003.

The NSS claimed that the SRC,
which collects taxes and other duties
in the country, also allowed 11 other
large retailers to use the same method
of tax evasion.
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UK Foreign Secretary Victim of Prank Call by
“Armenian PM”

LONDON — UK Foreign Minis-
ter Boris Johnson has been caught in a
prank call by a pair of Russian come-
dians posing as the Armenian prime
minister. The Foreign Secretary is re-
corded discussing Russia’s involve-
mentin the poisoning of Sergei Skripal
and offering tips to the pranksters on
how to deal with Vladimir Putin.

The caller, impersonating
Armenia’s new Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian, said he was going to meet
Russian President Vladimir Putin, and
asked Johnson’s advice for dealing
with him.

“I hope he will not poison me
with Novichok,” the prankster joked,
referring to a nerve agent used in the
March attack on ex-spy Sergei Skripal
and his daughter, for which Britain
has blamed Russia. Johnson can be
heard chuckling on the other end of
the line.

Later in the call, Johnson said he
would like to come to Armenia to find
out more about “Armenia’s Novichok
experiences”, and they also talk about
sanctions against Russia and high-pro-
file individuals.

“Youthrow a stone in Kensington
and you’ll hit an oligarch,” Johnson
said, in reference to the central Lon-
don district favored by Russian ty-
coons. “Some of them are close to
Putin and some of them aren’t.”

The recording was posted on
YouTube by pro-Kremlin British jour-
nalist Graham Phillips, BBC Monitor-
ing reports. It was credited to two
prominent Russian political pranksters
— Vladimir “Vovan” Kuznetsov and
Alexei “Lexus” Stolyarov, who are in
favor with the official Russian media.

After an 18-minute discussion,
the call ends abruptly. The Foreign
Office has confirmed that the record-
ing is of Boris Johnson.

The UK government has launched
an investigation to determine how a
hoax caller impersonating the Prime
Minister of Armenia was able to speak

to British Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson, a spokeswoman for Prime
Minister Theresa May said on Thurs-
day, the BBC reports.

A senior UK diplomatic source
said: “This seems to be the latest des-
perate attempt by the Kremlin to save
face after it was internationally shamed
in the wake of the Skripal attack.

“It is tragic to see a major inter-
national power reduced to failed pranks
you would usually only see on Trigger
Happy TV.”

Downing Street said there would
be a “Whitehall investigation” into how
the caller was able to get through to the
foreign secretary.

“Obviously this shouldn’t have
happened. An investigation is under
way to determine the circumstances
around this call and to make sure that
this does not happen again,” a No 10
spokeswoman said.

Pranksters Alexei Stolyarov and
Vladimir Kuznetsov —known as Lexus
and Vovan — have claimed a series of
high-profile victims including politi-
cians and Elton John.

Details of the call were published
in the pro-Kremlin tabloid newspaper
Komsomolskaya Pravda, with one of
the hoaxers, Alexei Stolyarov, saying
Mr Johnson had turned out to be “a
smart diplomat”.

“For the first time we spoke with
an intellectual, and not a fool,” he is
reported as saying.

EU Envoy Impressed With Armenian
‘Revolution Of Mindsets’

YEREVAN -- The recent dra-
matic events changed not only
Armenia’s government but also the
“mindsets” of its citizens and earned
the country a “very positive image”
abroad, a senior European Union dip-
lomat said on Tuesday.

“I believe that what happened in
Armeniais something very deep,” Piotr
Switalski, the head of the EU Delega-
tion in Yerevan, told RFE/L’s Arme-
nian service in an interview. “It’s not
just about a change in power, it’s not
about bringing new faces or new po-
litical personalities into the govern-
ment. It’s not about changing poli-
cies.”

“This was a revolution of
mindsets,” he said. “People decided to
get rid of the remnants of past think-
ing, past syndromes. I believe that is
something lasting. In particular, the
young people [in Armenia] are differ-
ent people now.”

“The challenge for the [new]
government and also for the society at

large is to sustain this positive change
and this positive energy which has
started emanating from the people,”
stressed Switalski.

The envoy also praised Armenia’s
former leadership, the leaders of pro-
test movement that removed it from
power as well as “other political and
societal forces” for jointly ending the
nearly month-long unrest.

“I think that from the political
point of view what happened in Arme-
nia was very unique because the crisis
which erupted in Armenia has been
solved, defused peacefully and within
the constitutional frameworks, which
has sent a very powerful message to
the outside world ... This message is
building a very positive image of Ar-
menia in the outside world,” he said.

“It is sending a powerful signal
about the solidarity, unity and political
maturity of the Armenian society,”
added Switalski.

Continued onpage3
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Armenian Historical Maps Exhibition at
University of Tartu in Tallinn

TALLINN -- On May 22, the
opening ceremony of the exhibition of
Armenian historical maps took place at
the museum for the University of Tartu,
which was initiated and organized by
the Armenian Embassy in Estonia (resi-
dence Vilnius) and the University of
Tartu with the support of the Arme-
nian National Union of Estonia and the
Armenian community of Tartu.

In his opening speech Ambassa-
dor of Armenia to Estonia Tigran
Mkrtchyan presented the collection of
maps of Armenia from the 6th century
BC to the 20th century compiled by
historian Rouben Galichian. The Am-
bassador noted that in the Middle Ages
the names of the countries were often
adapted to the places of habitation of
the peoples and added that despite the
fact that Armenia did not have inde-
pendent statehood between 1375 and
1918, the world cartography continu-
ously called the territory of the Arme-
nian Plateau as "Armenia". This ap-
proach gradually changed only after
the Armenian Genocide when the Ar-
menian people ceased to exist in most
of their historical homeland. Conclud-
ing his speech, Tigran Mkrtchyan noted
that the presented 50 maps are essen-
tially the most important thresholds in
the history of the Armenian people and
are the best way to present our history
to foreign audiences.

Urmas Klaas, Mayor of Tartu, in

his speech expressed satisfaction over
hosting such an educating exhibition,
adding that the Armenian people have
a very rich history that should be
periodically presented to foreign audi-
ences. Urmas Klaas also noted that the
great khachkar symbolizing the friend-
ship between Armenia and Estonia is in
Tartu, which has been installed in one
of the most important parts of the city
in 1978.

Tonu Lehtsaar, the Acting Rec-
tor of the University of Tartu, said that
the idea of organizing the exhibition
was approved at one of the meetings of
Volli Kalm, the late rector of the Tartu
University with Tigran Mkrtchyan,
Armenian Ambassador to Estonia, and
that he was delighted that Kalm's de-
sire has now been fulfilled. Tdnu
Lehtsaar also stressed that Khachatur
Abovyan continues to symbolize the
Armenian-Estonian friendship, and ?ne
of the most important auditoriums of
the university is named after the great
Armenian intellectual, and where his
bust is located.

Mariann Raisma, director of the
Tartu University Museum, noted that
presenting historical maps in this his-
toric site is of great importance. Here
you can get acquainted not only with
the last 800 years of Tartu, but also
with the centuries-old history of the
Armenian people through world car-
tography.

ACA-PAC Announces Primary Endorsements

Continued from page 1

- Xavier Bacerra

California State Superintendent
of Public Instruction

- Tony Thurmond

U.S. Senate

- Kevin de Leon

U.S. House

- Jeff Denham — CD 10

- Jackie Speier — CD 14

- Jim Costa — CD 16

- Anna Eshoo — CD 18

- David Valadao — CD 21

- Judy Chu — CD 27

- Adam Schiff — CD 28

- Tony Cardenas — CD 29

- Brad Sherman — CD 30

- Grace Napolitano — CD 32

- Ted Lieu — CD 33

- Jimmy Gomez — CD 34

- Karen Bass — CD 37

- Linda Sanchez — CD 38

- Lucille Roybal-Allard — CD 40

- Alan Lowenthal — CD 47

California State Assembly

- Marc Levine — AD 10

- Luz Rivas — AD 39

- Chris Holden — AD 41

- Laura Friedman — AD 43

- Jesse Gabriel — AD 45

- Adrin Nazarian — AD 46

- Ed Chau — AD 49

- Richard Bloom — AD 50

- Miguel Santiago — AD 53

- lan Calderon — AD 57

- Anthony Rendon — AD 63

- Mike Gipson — AD 64

Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors

- Hilda Solis D - 1

- Sheila Kuehl D - 3

Los Angeles County Assessor

- Jeffrey Prang

ACA-PAC encourages all Arme-
nian Americans to exercise their rights
as citizens on June 5 by voting for
these candidates who represent our
common values, ideals and aspiration
for the progress of our long-standing
and growing communities of Califor-
nia and the United States.
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Flags of Armenia and Yerevan Sent to Space

MOSCOW (Armradio) -- The
flags of Armenia and Yerevan have
been sent to the International Space
Station on the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of the First Republic of
Armenia and the 2,800th anniversary
of Yerevan, the Armenian Embassy in
Russia informs.

The sending of flags became
possible thanks to Hero of Russia,
cosmonaut Oleg Artemyev, who started
alongexpeditionon March21,2018 as
part of the crew of the Soyuz MS-08
spacecraft with NASA astronauts An-
drew J. Feustel and Richard Arnold.

On board the International Space
Station, they were welcomed by Anton
Shkaplerov (Roskosmos, Russia),
Scott Tingle (NASA, USA) and
Norishige Kanai (JAXA, Japan). The

EPERARLA- GPEHUL
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initiator of the symbolic action was the
St. Petersburg philanthropist Hrachya
Poghosyan. The flags were handed
over to cosmonaut Oleg Artemyev by
Armenia’s Ambassador to Russia
Vardan Toghanyan on March 2. The
initiative was blessed by the head of
the Russia and New Nakhichevan Dio-
cese ofthe Armenian Apostolic Church,
Archbishop Yezras Nersisyan and
Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin
II. The Russian space crew will return
to Earth in September.

The cosmonauts are expected to
hand over the flags to the authorities of
Armenia and Yerevan during October
events dedicated to the 100th anniver-
sary of the First Republic of Armenia
and the 2,800th anniversary of
Yerevan.

Georgian, Armenian Leaders Meet In Thilisi

Continued from page 1

and commitment to the principles of
democracy which led to a peaceful
change of government,” he said. “I
will take this opportunity to wish you
success.”

“I believe that together we can
give new impetus to bilateral relations
with the country and the people with
which we are connected by centuries-
old friendship,” added Kvirikashvili.

“Our delegation arrived in Thbilisi
to affirm our readiness to discuss all
issues in an atmosphere of brother-
hood and friendship,” Pashinian said
for his part. “We are convinced that
this atmosphere and mood could lead
to very serious developments in our
relations, and I am very happy to
conclude that Georgia’s government
and prime minister personally are also
intent on further developing our rela-
tions.”

He spoke of new opportunities to
“impart great momentum and great
energy” to bilateral ties and “deepen
them in all directions.”

Pashinian said he also discussed

with Kvirikashvili regional security.
“We need to make joint efforts in this
area as well because stability in the
region is important to all of us and is
also an important prerequisite for fur-
ther developments,” he told the joint
news conference.

In a statement on the talks, the
Armenian government said the two
premiers discussed in detail “a broad
range” of economic issues which domi-
nated Kvirikashvili’s most recent trip
to Yerevan in early March. “The inter-
locutors noted with satisfaction the
level of Georgian-Armenian coopera-
tion on energy and attached impor-
tance to prospects for a further devel-
opment in the area of transport and
communication,” it said.

Late last week Pashinian’s gov-
ernment praised Georgia and Russia
for moving closer to opening new
Russian-Georgian transport corridors
that would facilitate cargo shipments
to and from Armenia. Russian and
Georgian negotiators reported further
progress towards the implementation
ofa2011 agreement to that effect after
a fresh round of talks held in Prague on
May 24.

EU Envoy Impressed

Continued from page 2

The EU closely monitored the
crisis in Armenia sparked by former
President Serzh Sarkisian’s attempt to
hold on to power after serving out his
second presidential term on April 9. It
repeatedly urged Armenian political

factions to end the standoff through
dialogue.

Donald Tusk, president of the
European Council, and Jean-Claude
Juncker, the European Commission
president, sent a congratulatory letter
to Nikol Pashinian two days after he
was elected prime minister on May 8.
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Garden of Sardarabad Dedicated in
Eternal Valley Memorial Park

NEWHALL, CA -- On May 24th,
at the Eternal Valley Memorial Park
and Mortuary in Newhall, opened a
monument dedicated to the 100th An-
niversary of the First Republic of Ar-
menia. The monument is a small-scale
copy of the Sardarapat Memorial in
Armenia which is a symbol of pride
and survival and marks the place of
Armenia's successful last-ditch effort
to save the nation from obliteration at
the hands of the Turks in the Battle of
Sardarapat on May 22-26, 1918.

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
Primate of the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church presided over the
dedication of the monument. He was
accompanied by Diocesan clergy the
Very Rev. Fr. Dajad Dz. V. Yardemian,
Archpriest Fr. Sarkis Petoyan, the Rev.
Fr. Vazken Movsesian, the Rev. Fr.
Yeghia I[sayan, the Rev. Fr. Yeremia
Khachatryan, the Rev. Fr. Serovbe
Alanjian and the Rev. Fr. Yeghishe
Ksachikyan.

Armenian-Americans and repre-
sentatives of civic officials partici-
pated in the ceremonial rite. In his
remarks, Archbishop Derderian ex-
pressed his gratitude to the leadership
of Eternal Valley Memorial Park for
the noble initiative.

Referencing to the significance
of the monument, Archbishop
Derderian said, “This is a historic day

in the life of the Armenian community,
as we all witness the rise of a monu-
ment which reminds the nation of Ar-
menia and the world about the heroic
Battle of Sardarabad for the defense of
our Christian Faith and the ancestral
land of Armenia.”

"The building of this beautiful
monument, which was initiated by
Dignity Memorial, through the leader-
ship of Anthony Lampe, Market Di-
rector, Sam Azar, Market Sales Direc-
tor and Arthur Keledjian, Market Sales
Manager, Curtis Woods — Lampais,
manager, is symbolic of life. The souls
of those who depart from this earthly
life shall find rest and comfort in
Christ’s Resurrection, for the monu-
ment symbolizes and instills in us the
vision of rebirth. I together with my
brothers in Christ and the community
thank you for your initiative, which
will undoubtedly and continuously in-
spire us all with the vision of our
forefathers and the respect rendered
to the martyred nation of Armenia by
Dignity Memorial. I assure you that as
of today, thousands of people will be
informed of this monument and will be
inspired with what they see. They will
praise your initiative and be so thank-
ful. I pray and hope that you will one
day visit Armenia and see the sacred
land of Sardarabad". Concluded Arch-
bishop Derderian.

Armenian President, Elton John
Attend Charity Event in Yerevan

YEREVAN --

President Armen
Sarkissian hosted | ' m=
world known British [E2 a8
singer Elton John at & :
his residence in [g
Yerevan on May 27.

Earlier in the
day Armen [
Sarkissian and Elton
John, along with Di-
rector of the Starkey |
Hearing Technolo-|
gies William Austin
attended an event|
dedicated to children
with health problems
at the “Yerevan, my love” founda-
tion.

During the event 100 hearing aids
were provided to children with hearing
problems from different regions of

Armenia and Artsakh.

During a three-day charity pro-
gram the Starkey Hearing Technolo-
gies fund will donate 2,500 hearing
aids to children and adults.
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NAASR’s Mardigian Library Receives
Rare Guerguerian Archives

BELMONT, MA :
— The National Asso- ||

Studies and Research
has received one of the
most significant ar-
chives of documents re-
lating to the Armenian
Genocide—the archive f
collected by the late Fr.
Krikor Guerguerian— |4/
for research and study |}
inNAASR’s Mardigian |
Library. These materi- |}
als are considered
“priceless” by noted
scholar Prof. Taner
Akcam, who relied on
them heavily for his
book “Killing Orders:
Talat Pasha’s Tele-
grams and the Arme-
nian Genocide”
(Palgrave, 2018).
Akcam holds the Rob-
ert Aram and Marianne
Kaloosdian and Stephen
and Marian Mugar Chair
in Armenian Genocide
Studies at Clark’s Strassler Center for
Holocaust and Genocide Studies.

Among the important items in the
Guerguerian archive are photographic
copies of numerous official Ottoman
telegrams which were used in the 1919-
20 Military Tribunals but had since
vanished, including one from Behaeddin
Shakir, one of the founders of the
Committee of Union and Progress
(CUP), inquiring about details from
the field on the deportations and kill-
ings of Armenians. Akg¢am considers
this document as a clear expression of
the CUP leadership’s genocidal inten-
tions. The archive also contains pho-
tographic images of the now lost
“Memoir of Naim Bey” published by
Aram Andonian around 1920.

Fr. Guerguerian’s nephew, Dr.
Edmund Gergerian of New Y ork, pre-
served his uncle’s materials after his
uncle’s death in 1988 and recently
donated them to NAASR in April upon
Akgam’s recommendation that the
original materials come to NAASR and
aftermeeting with NAASR’s Academic
Director Marc Mamigonian.

“The Guerguerian archive is a
tremendous addition to our rich
Mardigian library holdings,” said
Mamigonian. “Father Guerguerian col-
lected materials from around the world
and brought them together in one loca-
tion. Many of these materials exist
nowhere else or, if they do exist, are
not accessible to the public.”

Fr. Guerguerian’s nephew had
given Ak¢am access to the archives in
2015 and allowed him to digitize them.
Akg¢am has plans to launch an online
Guerguerian archive, partly through
the support of grants from NAASR.
“Itis important, however, for research-
ers to have access to Fr. Guerguerian’s
originals, in addition to the digital cop-
ies that Prof. Ak¢cam will be offering
online,” noted Mamigonian.

NAASR’s headquarters in
Belmont, where site work began in
May for an all-new, state-of-the-art
global center for Armenian Studies,
will securely house this very special

archive upon completion in 2019.

This donation has brought the
Mardigian Library to a new level of
importance for scholars and research-
ers worldwide, as well as recent dona-
tions of nearly 3,000 volumes from
Prof. George Bournoutian of lona Col-
lege on Armenian history with particu-
lar attention to interactions with Russia
and Persia; the extensive Armenian lin-
guistics collection of the late Prof. John
Greppin of Cleveland State University;
hundreds of rare Armenian books from
Harvard’s Widener Library; and thou-
sands of volumes from Armenian rare-
book collectors Abraham Krikorian and
Gene Taylor of Long Island. “Many of
these books are nearly impossible to
find in this area outside of Widener
Library at Harvard, and are available to
the general public at NAASR,” says
Mamigonian.

About Fr. Krikor Guerguerian

Fr. Krikor Guerguerian was born
in Giirlin in the province of Sivas
(Sepastia)in 1911. He was the young-
est of a large family and lost his par-
ents and many siblings and other fam-
ily members during the Armenian Geno-
cide. Educated at Bzommar Catholic
Monastery and St. Joseph University
in Lebanon, he continued his theologi-
cal training in Rome at the Levonian
Academy and settled in Cairo, Egypt.

In addition to his duties as a
priestin Cairo and later in the U.S., Fr.
Guerguerian devoted much of his adult
life toresearching the Armenian Geno-
cide, traveling to important archival
repositories, such as the Jerusalem
Patriarchate and the Nubarian Library
in Paris, where he photographed or
copied crucial materials which are to-
day either lost or inaccessible.

Fr. Guerguerian was one of the
pioneers of what is now the field of
genocide studies.

The trailblazing work of Fr.
Guerguerian will continue to contrib-
ute to the growth of that scholarly
work, thanks to the accessibility of his
archives.
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hampomg@yahoo.com

HARRY THE HANDYMAN SERVICES

Air Conditioning Repair
Plumbing & Roofing
Water & Gas Pipes « Fencing & Painting

Iron Work Repair « Electrical Job
Email: haroutig007@gmail.com

Dependable - Reliable - Fast Work

CALL HARRY

818:.219.3314

hGplGwwnpd dwptint MtwupbGpwgpltip
Pwgwrhly hdntn L thnpdwnnt

ywpnpn-hpwhwbaqhg
@npd OhwlbwG-h Ynnihg

George Ohanian Driving & Traffic Instructor
Tell:(818) 434-6407
Email:geohanian@gmail.com
Website:georgedriving.com

dp West Los Angelosfi §£g:

(949) 394-7757 [Ffrpris:

AUTO BODY MAN
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CALIFORNIA
GOVERNOR

Ed Hernandez Alex Padilla Betty Yee Fiona Ma Ricardo Lara
Lieutenant Secretary of State  State Controller  State Treasurer [nsurance

Governor Commissioner

Scott Svonkin Xavier Bacerra Tony Thurmond
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LLqualization Public Instruction

Jeff Denham Jackie Speier i N Anna Eshoo David Valadao Judy Chu Adam Schiff
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