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MP Manvel Grigorian Arrested
on Illegal Weapons Charges and Grand Theft
Armenian Parliament Strips Notorious Lawmaker of Immunity

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)—Manvel
Grigorian, a retired but still influential
army general, and a reputed crime
figure challenging him were arrested
on Saturday amid rival demonstrations
held by their supporters in the Arme-
nian town of Echmiadzin.

The town, which is home to the
Mother See of Armenian Apostolic
Church, has been governed by
Grigorian’s son Karen for almost a
decade. Hundreds of local residents
protested against the mayor in recent
days, accusing him of corruption and
mismanagement and demanding his
resignation.

Speakers at the rallies there also
called for an end to what they say an
atmosphere of fear created by Manvel
Grigorian, who has long held sway in
Echmiadzin and nearby villages. They
used the slogans and tactics of a recent
nationwide protest movement that
toppled Armenia’s previous govern-
ment.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian,
who swept to power as a result of that
movement, denounced this fact on
Friday. “It’s unacceptable that crimi-
nal elements are desecrating symbols
of our revolution of love and solidarity
and exploiting the revolution in mafia
wars,” he wrote on Facebook. “We
will not allow that.”

Pashinian clearly alluded to re-
ports that the man behind the protests
against the Grigorians is Artur Asatrian,
an Echmiadzin native who has long
been branded a crime figure by Arme-
nian media.

On Saturday, officers of the Na-
tional Security Service (NSS) raided
Asatrian’s Echmiadzin compound and
other properties owned by the man
better known as “Don Pipo.” Asatrian
and four other men, all of them Rus-
sian citizens, were arrested as a result.

In a written statement, the NSS
said that Asatrian is suspected of ille-
gally possessing weapons and kidnap-
ping three individuals who had alleg-
edly plotted to assassinate him a few

years ago.

In an apparently related devel-
opment, security officers also
searched the Echmiadzin villa of
Manvel Grigorian. They found and
confiscated large quantities of “ille-
gally acquired” weapons and ammu-
nition before detaining the once pow-
erful general, according to the NSS
statement.

The security service added that it
immediately notified the speaker of
Armenia’s parliament, of which
Grigorian is amember, about the arrest.
It did not specify whether it will press
criminal charges against the ex-general
affiliated with former President Serzh
Sarkisian’ Republican Party (HHK).

Under Armenian law, he cannot
be formally charged and kept in cus-
tody for more than three days without
the parliament’s consent.

Grigorian, 61, is aprominent vet-
eran of the 1991-1994 of the war in
Nagorno-Karabakh who served as
Armenia’s deputy defense minister
from 2000-2008. He is also the chair-
man of the Yerkrapah Union of
Karabakh war veterans, an organiza-
tion which was particularly influential
in the 1990s and the early 2000s.

The NSS raids and arrests came
as Karen Grigorian’s opponents stepped
up the pressure on the Echmiadzin
mayor, blocking the town’s main
streets in the morning. The embattled
mayor organized a
counterdemonstration in the town’s
central square later in the day. Riot
police were deployed there to prevent
possible clashes between the rival
groups of protesters.

Karen Grigorian rejected the de-
mands for his resignation and defended
his track record when he spoke to
reporters. He also offered to embark
on a dialogue with his detractors.

But on Sunday he was forced to
submit his resignation after the NSS
released the video showing the confis-
cation of weapons and ammunition
from his father’s residences.

The National Assembly on Tues-
day overwhelmingly backed a motion
for stripping a lawmaker of the former
ruling Republican Party of Armenia of
his immunity.

The petition submitted by Pros-
ecutor General Artur Davtyan received
77 votes “in favor” and only three
votes “against”. The parliament earlier
also voted to satisfy a motion for
initiating prosecution against Manvel
Grigorian.

Prosecutor-General Artur Davtian
assured lawmakers before the votes
that there is sufficient evidence to
press the criminal charges against
Grigorian.

The HHK initially condemned
Grigorian’s arrest as politically moti-
vated and demanded his release. But it
swiftly changed its stance after the
National Security Service released on
Sunday the extremely embarrassing
video of searches conducted in the ex-
general’s villas.

The televised footage caused
widespread shock and anger in the
country. It showed NSS officers dis-
covering large amounts of underwear,
medication and field rations for sol-
diers provided by the Armenian De-
fense Ministry as well as other food
donated by ordinary Armenians at a
sprawling compound in Grigorian’s
native village, Arshaluys.

The HHK called the revelations
“outrageous” and said it will not ham-
per the criminal proceedings. Its par-
liamentary leader, Vahram
Baghdasarian, explained on Tuesday
that the NSS video “totally changed
the situation.”

Glendale City Council
Approves Artsakh
Street Naming

GLENDALE - On Tuesday, June
12, 2018, the Glendale City Council,
with a four to zero vote approved
Unified Young Armenians’ request of
renaming the two blocks of Maryland
Avenue into Artsakh Avenue, thereby
making the Community’s dream, a
reality.

In a historic vote, Mayor Zareh
Sinanyan, Councilman Vartan
Gharpetian, Councilman Ara Najarian,
and Councilman Vrej Agajanian voted
in favor of approving the measure
establishing Artsakh Avenue, the first
and only Armenian themed street, while
Councilwoman Paula Devine abstained
from voting.

Hundreds of supporters, Arme-
nian-Americans and non-Armenians,
packed the Glendale City Council cham-
bers until past midnight to first-hand
witness this historic moment and to
ensure that the voice of the Community
is heard by their elected representatives.

“As alifelong Glendale resident,
I'm absolutely honored to have the
opportunity to speak on behalf of my
Armenian friends and neighbors, as
well as the entire city,” said Edgar
Gonzalez at the City Council meeting.
“The city has been enriched with the
beautiful Armenian culture and chang-
ing the name of two city blocks to
commemorate their heritage, I see as
simply a small gesture.”

This latest vote is yet another vic-
tory forthe brave and independent people
and Republic of Artsakh, and the Arme-
nian-Americans as the Glendale City
Council casted its vote against the back-
drop of millions of dollars of Azerbaijani
lobbying efforts in the US, at the federal,
state, and even local levels.

Artsakh President Expresses “Unconditional
Support to Pashinian in Cementing
Democracy in Mother Armenia”

STEPANAKERT — President of
Artsakh Bako Sahakian addressed a
thank-you letter to Prime Minister of
Armenia Nikol Pashinian on June 18,
Sahakyan’s office said.

“I sincerely thank you for ac-
cepting my invitation to visit Artsakh
from 16 to 17 June.

Continued on page 2
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Zhirayr Sefilian and Samvel Babayan
Freed from Jail

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --
Armenia’s Court of Appeals on
Wednesday freed Zhirayr Sefilian and
six of his associates who were ar-
rested two years ago on charges of
plotting an armed revolt against the
government.

The Court of Appeals refused to
acquit any of the defendants. It only
shortened their prison sentences and
granted them parole. In particular,
Sefilian’s jail term was reduced from
10.5 to 5.5 years.

The courtagreed to free the Leba-
nese-born leader of the Founding Par-
liament movement after 12 Armenian
parliamentarians guaranteed in writing
his “proper behavior” and cooperation
with judicial and law-enforcement au-
thorities. Each of the lawmakers rep-
resenting the Tsarukian Bloc also had
to post bail worth 500,000 drams (just
over $1,000).

Sefilian was charged with form-
ing an armed group to attack “strate-
gic” facilities, including a military base
justoutside Yerevan. He also allegedly
planned to organize riots in Yerevan
during the April 2015 commemora-
tions of the centenary of the Armenian
genocide in Ottoman Turkey.

Sefilian and all but one of the
other defendants denied these accusa-
tions as politically motivated during
their high-profile trial that ended in
March. Their lawyers appealed against
the resulting guilty verdicts.

Sefilian, 51, was arrested in June
2016 less than a month before three
dozen members and supporters of
Founding Parliament seized a police
compound in Yerevan’s Erebuni dis-
trict to demand his release and then
President Serzh Sarkisian’s resigna-
tion. The gunmen laid down their weap-
ons after a two-week standoff with
security forces which left three police
officers dead. They are now standing
three separate trials.

On Friday, Samvel Babayan, a
retired army general critical of
Armenia’s former leadership, was set

¥

free more than six months after being
controversially sentenced to six years
in prison for illegal arms acquisition
and money laundering.

The Court of Cassation, the high-
est body of criminal justice in the
country, overturned the guilty verdict
that was upheld by a lower appeals
court in February and said the case
must be investigated anew. In the
meantime, it said, Babayan must be
released from custody.

The high court also freed two
other men who were tried with Babayan
and sentenced to three and two years’
imprisonment last November.

The court cited letters from more
than a dozen Armenian parliamentar-
ians guaranteeing that Babayan will
cooperate with law-enforcement and
judicial authorities if set free. Each of
those lawmakers also posted bail worth
500,000 drams (just over $1,000).

Babayan, 52, was the commander
ofNagorno-Karabakh’s army during and
afterthe 1991-1994 war with Azerbaijan.
He was widely regarded as the Artsakh’s
most powerful man at that time.

Babayan was arrested in 2000
and subsequently sentenced to 14 years
in prison for allegedly masterminding a
botched attempt on the life of the then
Karabakh president, Arkady Ghukasian.
He was set free in 2004.

Babayan criticized the authorities
in Yerevan and Stepanakert after re-
turning to Armenia in May 2016 from
Russia where he lived for five years.

The once powerful general was
again arrested in March 2017 after
Armenia’s National Security Service
(NSS) claimed to have confiscated a
surface-to-air rocket system smuggled
to the country.

The arrest came about two weeks
before Armenia’s last parliamentary elec-
tions. Babayan unofficially coordinated
the election campaign of the ORO alli-
ance led by former Defense Minister
Seyran Ohanian and two other opposi-
tion politicians. ORO condemned the
criminal case as politically motivated.

Artsakh President Expresses

Continued from page 1

The discussions held with you and
the government delegation led by you
were very important and substantive.

I would also like to thank for
your position articulated during our
meeting that you appreciate and attach
importance the readiness of the Artsakh
Republic President to initiate practical
and substantial changes in Artsakh and
unequivocally support in this regard

Artsakh colleagues and the head of the
Artsakh state, and that the government
of the Republic of Armenia affirms its
unconditional support of the political
course we have embarked on.

I would like to emphasize that
the Artsakh authorities and myself
personally voice our unconditional
support for your principal policy
aimed at cementing democracy and
the rule of law in Mother Armenia as
well as restoring the full-fledged for-
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Armenia Elected to the UN
Economic and Social Council

NEW YORK --On 13 June, at the
elections held during the plenary meet-
ing of the 72nd session of the United
Nations General Assembly in New
York, Armenia became member of the
United Nations Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) for a three-year
term starting January 2019.

One ofthe principal organs of the
UN the ECOSOC is responsible for
coordinating the economic, social, en-
vironmental and related work of the
specialized agencies, funds and
programmes, the functional commis-
sions and the regional commissions of

the United Nations. The ECOSOC with
a membership of 54 countries serves
as the central forum for discussing
international economic and social is-
sues, and for formulating policy rec-
ommendations addressed to Member
States and to the United Nations.

By gaining the seat for the sec-
ond time (previously served for the
term 2004-2006), Armenia is renew-
ing its commitment to support the
global efforts towards sustainable
development and to contribute on the
national level to the works of the
Council.

Former Presidents Kocharian and Sarkisian
Stripped Of Gyumri Honorary Citizens Titles

GYUMRI -- Gyumri’s municipal
council voted on Monday to strip
former Presidents Serzh Sarkisian and
Robert Kocharian of the titles of hon-
orary citizens of Armenia’s second
largest city.

The Gyumri municipality be-
stowed the title on Kocharian in 2002
when he was president of the country.
It cited his contribution to the recon-
struction of the city devastated by a
1988 earthquake.

The reconstruction was mainly
financed by Armenian-American phi-
lanthropist Kirk Kerkorian. Hundreds
of new apartments were built in Gyumri
and provided to local families free of
charge in the early 2000s.

Sarkisian became an honorary
citizen of Gyumri in 2006. He was
Armenia’s defense minister at the time.

The motion to revoke
Sarkisian’s and Kocharian’s titles
was put by the Gyumri-based Gala
political alliance which was in oppo-
sition to Armenia’s former govern-
ment. Gala said that neither ex-presi-
dent deserved to receive such an
honor in the first place.

The council backed the motion.
Its largest faction is led by Mayor
Samvel Balasanian, who has for years
been allied to Sarkisian’s Republican
Party of Armenia (HHK).

The Gyumri council also stripped
Sarkisian’s brother Levon of the same
title. The latter had received it as the
founder of a charity that organized
cultural events in the city. A local
councilor representing Gala argued that
participants were charged for being
able to take part in those festivals.

mat of negotiations in the process of
the Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict
settlement.

I am convinced that close coop-
eration between the two Armenian

states will be further enhanced for the
glory of our Homeland and our people.

Once again accept my gratitude
and warm wishes,” President Sahakian
said in the letter, his office said.
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Turkey’s Apologies for Genocide ‘Not
Enough’ to Reinstate Historical Justice

YEREVAN (Tert.am) —
Turkey’s repeated statements, offer-
ing apologies to the Armenians for the
1915 Genocide, are not absolutely
enough to reinstate historical justice,
leading Turkish-German historian and
genocide scholar Taner Ak¢am said in
Yerevan.

At a public lecture delivered at
the American University of Armenia
(AUA), Akgam stressed the urgent need
of serious efforts towards providing
material redress.

”For me, as a scholar, apologies
by Turkey are really enough,” he said,
referring to his extensive scholarly
research devoted to the topic. “But
what I propose for my government,
i.e. — the government of the Republic
of Turkey, is to follow Germany’s
example. After World War II, Ger-
many not only acknowledged the [Jew-
ish] Holocaust but also initiated a pro-
cess with representatives of Israel and
the Jewish community.

And they eventually concluded

American
University

of Armenia

the 1952 Luxemburg Accord, which
proposed tremendous compensation,”
he noted.

Akcam, whom the New York
Times described as the “Sherlock
Holmes of Armenian Genocide” in an
April 2017 review, also called for a
consistently serious attention to the
future fight for justice. “Justice must
be reinstated. This process, involving
Turkey, Armenia and the Armenian
Diaspora, must be finally initiated. And
it must be an open debate; agreements
or disagreements are really possible ...
but apologies alone are not enough for
re-establishing justice. What matters
is material redress,” the historian
added.

He also admitted the impossibil-
ity of measuring the losses suffered.
“Itisn’t just about a certain amount of
money. We can never ‘transport’ the
big civilization which the Armenians
created in their historical homeland.
Material [values] are not something to
satisfy the Armenians,” he added.

ONEArmenia’s Jobs Not Mines Campaign to
Hire Deminers to Clear All Mines in Area

Unexploded |
ordnances left behind
fromthe Artsakh War
continue to threaten g
locals while unem-
ploymentand poverty |
run high in the Re- [
public of Artsakh.

ONEArmenia
has partnered with £
The HALO Trust for
athree-year long pro-
gram that will clear |
all known landmines | .
in Artsakh by 2020. |

Their  first
fundraising cam-
paign, Jobs Not Mines, will fund the
clearance of a minefield located meters
away from the 18th century Kavakavank
Monastery in Artsakh’s southeast Hadrut
region. The HALO Trust has already
cleared all other minefields surrounding
the monastery, leaving the “G-15A,
Mendeleneta 2B” minefield located on
the northern slope of the Mengelenata
Hillleft.

Jobs Not Mines will train and
employ two teams of 8 local deminers
over the next two years, providing

them with a steady, higher-than-aver-
age income, benefits, and health insur-
ance as they work to make the
Kavakavank Monastery mine-free.

“Our mission is to create jobs so
that locals have the resources they
need to sustain and enhance their com-
munities,” said Patrick Sarkissian,
founder of ONEArmenia.

A deminer working for The
HALO Trust gets paid on average $600
a month—about twice the average sal-
ary in Artsakh. Deminers who receive
medical training from HALO, or get
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Ministry of Culture and Creative Armenia
Sign Strategic Partnership

i

YEREVAN -The Ministry of
Culture of the Republic of Armenia
and the arts foundation Creative
Armenia today entered into a public-
private partnership to rejuvenate the
arts, build creative industries, incu-
bate creative careers and projects,
and develop and realize strategies
toward cultural acceleration and
promotion.

To that end, the arts founda-
tion and the Ministry will develop
joint strategies and programming in
a number of directions -with an
emphasis on cultural innovation,
social impact, and the development
of “creative industries” in Armenia.
The memorandum, which was signed
by Minister of Culture Lilit Makunts
and Creative Armenia founding di-
rector Garin Hovannisian consists of
9 directions, including the following:

-The cultivation of new strat-
egies and methodologies toward
developing “creative industries” in
Armenia. -The development of stra-
tegic programs that will bring
Armenian talent to the global stage
and marketplace.

-The acceleration of creative
careers and projects by offering a
toolkit of support, including funding,

business and tech advisory, produc-
tion support, and marketing strate-
gies.

Creative Armenia and the Min-
istry also announced that their first
joint program, an innovative “accel-
erator” program for creative projects,
is already in development.

“Why Creative Armenia? Be-
cause here are people whose track
record, professional achievements,
and also human values are undeni-
able,” the Minister said. “I am
certain in the success of this
partnership. And we already have
charted our initial strategies and
plans, which go into action as of
today.”

“A new Armenia means also new
hope and new opportunities,”
Hovannisian added. “We are honored
to enter into a public-private partner-
ship that will develop -and realize -the
strategies of a cultural awakening.”

Founded in Yerevan and Los
Angeles in 2017, Creative Armenia
is a global arts foundation for the
Armenian people, with a founding
board including Serj Tankian, Eric
Esrailian, Arsinée Khanjian, Eric
Bogosian, Carla Garapedian, Simon
Abkarian, and Michael Aram.

promoted, get higher wages; a medic
deminer can be paid up to $640, and a
team leader can get paid up to $890 a
month. In Artsakh, where 26% of the
population live under the poverty line,
The HALO Trust provides meaningful,
well-paid jobs to 260 local people.

Local Context

During the Artsakh War of 1988-
1994, Armenian and Azeri forces laid
landmines and other explosive ord-
nance in defensive positions across
what is today the Republic of Artsakh.
Many still remain, and since 1995,
there have been 376 civilian casualties
resulting from landmines and
unexploded ordnance in Artsakh, mak-
ing Artsakh’s landmine casualty rates
one of the highest in the world. One-
third of casualties have been children.

Mine Clearance As A Critical First
Step for Development

The HALO Trust began working
on the Mengelenata Hill in 2007 and
has already cleared five minefields there
through support from USAID, DFID,
The Julia Burke Foundation, and the
Dutch government.

Jobs Not Mines will train and de-
ploy local demining teams over the next
two years, providing them with a steady,
higher-than-average income, as they
work to clear the last remaining minefield
near Kavakavank. With higher salaries,
the deminers can afford to buy more
goods and services in their own commu-
nities, recycling their earnings into the
local economy of Artsakh.

Grigor Aghabavyan, who cur-
rently leads a team of deminers near
the Lachin Corridor in Artsakh, is a
great example of this. Grigor began
working for The HALO Trust 11 years
ago. Since then he’s been promoted,
has been able to save money from his
monthly income to open his own lavash
bakery, creating jobs and providing a
needed service to his community.

The future of Artsakh’s develop-
ment depends on landmine clearance
and sustainable employment. Once all
landmines are gone, people will be able
to put the land to use, improving trans-
portation, communication, and infra-
structure in Artsakh.

To learn more about the pro-
gram, and contribute to Jobs Not Mines,
visit: nearmenia.org/mine-free-artsakh
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22nd Vardanants Day Armenian Lecture at
the Library of Congress, June 26
International Scholars Discuss New Topics in
Armenian History and Culture

WASHINGTON, DC -- Interna-
tional scholars will take part in a con-
ference, part of the 22nd Vardanants
Day Armenian lecture series, titled
“New Topics in Armenian History and
Culture.” The conference, which will
explore the linguistic, artistic, social
and musical history of Armenia, will
take place onTuesday, June 26, begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m. in room LJ119 of the
Library’s Thomas Jefferson Building,
located at 10 First Street S.E., Wash-
ington, D.C. The event is free and
open to the public. No tickets are
required. The conference is being pre-
sented to coincide with the 2018
Smithsonian Folklife Festival which
will highlight Armenia and Catalonia.

The scholars’ presentations will
go beyond discussion of Armenia as a
nation to explore the ancient culture of
the Armenian people, many of whom
live outside the Republic in a diaspora
around the world including the United
States. The scholars participating in this
program, whose research spanned the
globe in archives and libraries including
the Library of Congress, have contrib-
uted to the story of those who claim
Armenian descent.

The speakers and the titles of their
presentations for the program are:

Luc Vartan Baronian , Université
du Québec a Chicoutimi, Canada, “A
More Distant Past Than We Usually
Think: The Antiquity of the Armenian
Dialect Split.”

Vazken Khatchig Davidian,
Birkbeck College, University of London,
“Image of the Migrant Worker:
Visualising the Bantoukhdfrom Ottoman
Armenia in Late Nineteenth Century
Constantinople.”

Helen C. Evans, Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art and The Cloisters, “Cilicia
on Mongol Trade Routes.”

Nerses V. Hayrapetyan, U.S. Em-
bassy in Yerevan, “Samizdat and the
Emergence of the Contemporary Arme-
nian Press.”

Robert Krikorian, Bureau of Intel-
ligence and Research, U.S. Department
of State, “The Re-Appropriation of the
Past: History and Politics in Soviet Ar-
menia, 1988-1991.”

Amy Landau, Walters Art Mu-
seum, “A Concert of Luxurywares and
Estates: The Will of the 17th-Century
Armenian, Merchant Poghos Velijanian.”

Sylvie L. Merian, The Morgan Li-
brary & Museum, “The Eclectic Nature
of Late Armenian Manuscripts from
Constantinople.”

Khatchig Mouradian, Columbia
University, “Unarmed and Dangerous:
Non-violent Resistance from the Otto-
man Empire to the Third Reich.”

Haig Utidjian, Charles University in
Prague, “‘Sublime and celestial’: Pietro

Vardanants Day Armenian Lecture Series

“New Topics in Armenian History and
Culture”

a1 b i €

Bianchini and an Ode for the Patriarch.”

Theo Maarten van Lint, Oxford
University, “Poetry, Patria and Pedigree:
Eghishe Charents' Monument and the
Muse’s Discontents.”

Murat C. Yildiz, Skidmore Col-
lege, “Biceps and Balls: Physical Culture
in late Ottoman Bolis.”

Tigran Zargaryan, The National
Library of Armenia, “The Pan-Armenian
Digital Library in Action: Connecting the
Diasporas, Bridging Knowledge.”

The Vardanants Day lecture se-
ries was created to explore and present
all aspects of Armenian culture and
history. It is named after the Armenian
holiday that commemorates the battle
of Avarayr (451 A.D.), which was
waged by the Armenian General Vardan
Mamikonian and his compatriots against
invading Persian troops who were at-
tempting to reimpose Zoroastrianism
on the Christian state. Though a reli-
gious holiday, it also celebrates the
Armenians’ secular triumph over
forces of assimilation.

For a list of the twenty-one pre-
vious Vardanants Day lectures and
links to webcasts of those since the
9th in 2001, visit this Library website.
The Library’s African and Middle East-
ern Division is the center for the study
of 78 countries and regions from
Southern Africa to the Maghreb and
from the Middle East and the Caucasus
to Central Asia. For more information,
visit loc.gov/rr/amed/.

The Library of Congress is the
world’s largest library, offering access
to the creative record of the United
States—and extensive materials from
around the world—both on-site and
online. It is the main research arm of the
U.S. Congress and the home of the U.S.
Copyright Office. Explore collections,
reference services and other programs
and plan a visit at loc.gov, access the
official site for U.S. federal legislative
information at congress.gov, and regis-
ter creative works of authorship at
copyright.gov.

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FOOD

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979
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Leslie Ayvazian's “100 Aprils” Premier
at Rogue Machine

LOS ANGELES -- Rogue Ma-
chine Theatre presents "100 Aprils" as
their third world premiere production
of the 2018 season. Rogue Machine is
located in The Met, 1089 N Oxford
Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90029. Tickets
are $40. Reservations: 855-585-5185
or at www.roguemachinetheatre.com

100 Aprils is a darkly comic look
at the generational consequences, and
insanity, when history is denied. John
Saypianis amodern-day Don Quixote,
living in two worlds. He and his family
are first and second generation Arme-
nians whose parents escaped the Geno-
cide. John believes that a tormentor is
pursuing him. Is the enemy a haunted
memory from his childhood or is he
real?

“I needed to contribute some-
thing to honor, and coincide with, the
centennial commemoration of the Ar-
menian genocide,” says playwright
Leslie Ayvazian. “It is a story that all
Armenians carry, and tell throughout
generations. This particular telling
comes from an absurdist world. It
lives partially in hallucination and par-
tially in dreams, but cannot be si-
lenced.”

Playwright Leslie Ayvazian is the
author of eight full-length plays and
seven one-acts, published by Samuel
French and Dramatists Play Service.
Nine Armenians won the John Gassner/
Outer Critics Circle Award for best
new American play, The Roger L.
Stevens Award, and second place for
the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize. Pro-
duced in Los Angeles at the Mark
Taper Forum and directed by Gordon
Davidson, Nine Armenians continues
to be staged regionally. Leslie has re-
ceived commissions from the Manhat-
tan Theatre Club, Windancer Produc-
tions and South Coast Repertory The-
atre. High Dive was produced at the
Long Wharf Theatre and the Manhat-
tan Class Company, directed by David
Warren, and went on to be produced in
Poland and Slovakia. Her short film
Every Three Minutes starring Olympia
Dukakis was produced by Showtime
and won a Telly Award.

Director Michael Arabian was
honored with five Los Angeles Drama
Critics Circle Awards, including Best
Production and Best Direction, for
Waiting for Godot at the Mark Taper
Forum. The production was nomi-
nated for 10 Ovation Awards, winning
five, including Best Production; and
was cited as one of the ten most

memorable productions of 2012 seen
in either New York or LA by Los
Angeles Times critic Charles McNulty
who called it a “luminous revival.” He
has directed and produced numerous
west coast and world premieres in
New York and Los Angeles winning
over 50 awards. Selected directing
credits include Disgraced (SD Critics
Award nom Best Production) and Red
at San Diego Rep (both shows were in
the San Diego Stage Beat’s top 10 list),
Kingdom of Earth (Odyssey Theatre),
Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks with
Leslie Caron (Laguna Playhouse), Stag-
ing the Unstageable (Kirk Douglas),
and God of Carnage (La Mirada).
The 100 Aprils ensemble cast
includes Leslie Ayvazian (Beatrice
Saypian), Robertson Dean (Ahmed/
Dr. Ahmed), John Perrin Flynn (John
Saypian), Janet Song (Nurse), and
Rachel Sorsa (Arlene Saypian).

Rogue Machine Theatre won the
Ovation Award this year for Best Sea-
son and received, for the second time,
the Polly Warfield Award for an Excel-
lent Season from the LA Drama Critics
Circle — 2016 and 2011. They were
recently recognized with 12 Ovation
Award nominations, including one for
Best Season and two for Best Produc-
tion. KCRW’s nod to Best Theatre was
a highlight of the 2016 season, as was
receiving a Shubert Foundation grant
awarded to select theatre organiza-
tions for their artistic achievement,
administrative strength, and fiscal sta-
bility along with the company’s devel-
opment of new work and other signifi-
cant contributions to the field of pro-
fessional theatre in the United States. A
recipient of the American Theatre
Wing’s 2014 National Theatre Com-
pany Grant, given only to 12 theatre
companies in the country, Rogue Ma-
chine (BEST PRODUCTION for three
years — Ovation and LADCC Awards)
presents plays that are new to Los
Angeles. RMT recently received sup-
port from the Ralph M. Parsons Foun-
dation, and the company has garnered
recognition for their work in upwards
of 75 awards and nominations.

100 Aprils runs Saturdays and
Mondays at 8:30pm, Sundays at
3:00pm through July 16, 2018 (no
performances on Monday, June 25th).
Rogue Machine is located in The Met,
1089 N Oxford Ave, Los Angeles, CA
90029. Tickets are $40. Reservations:
855-585-5185 or at
www.roguemachinetheatre.com
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‘r ADLP - WESTERN DISTRICT
. COMMITTEE
AND

ORGANIZATION OF ISTANBUL
ARMENIANS
INVITE YOU TO ATTEND

A LECTURE SERIES PRESENTATION ON
CURRENT GEOPOLITICAL
PERSPECTIVES OF MODERN TURKEY

REYNOTE SPEAKERS

“POLICY TOWARDS ARMENIANS BY VARYING ADMINISTRATIONS IN

PANOS TITIZIAN

Pharmacist, Political Analyst

“TURKISH FOREIGN POLICY AND THE CHALLENGES
OF THE COUNTRY DURING THE AKP PARTY"

*

FEDVIN MINASSIAN

Esq., Chairman of OIA Board of Trustees

TURKEY SINCE 1923 - CONSTANTS AND VARIABLES”
L

DR, SINAN DIRDAL I

School of Int. Relations and
Middle Eastern Studies I
UCLA

“ANALYSIS OF THE UPCOMING PRESIDENTIAL AND
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN TURKEY"™

A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION

Date: Friday, June 22nd, 2018, at 7:30 pm
GLENDALE CENTRAL LIBRARY
Address: 222 East Harvard Str.,

Glendale, CA 91205
Refreshments after the event
Admission is free
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