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MARONIAN

INSURANCE SERVICES

Since 1975, we have pmudf}-'
served our community’s

insurance l'lt‘t‘ds.

CA Insurance Lic. #0C99815

,

WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Along with all of our other Tiusted Insurance Services

£ 3 0N E3

We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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Former Armenian Defense Minister Criminally Charged for
Overthrowing Constitutional Order in 2008

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Arme-
nia’ Special Law inforcement agency
moved on Tuesday to arrest former
Defense Minister Mikael Harutiunian
on charges stemming from the deadly
suppression in 2008 of anti-govern-
ment protests in Yerevan sparked by a
disputed presidential election.

The Special Investigative Ser-
vice (SIS) charged that Harutiunian
illegally used, together with “other in-
dividuals,” the armed forces against
peaceful protesters in what amounted
to an “overthrow of constitutional or-
der.” It also said that the February
2008 presidential ballot, which for-
malized the handover of power from
outgoing President Robert Kocharian
to Serzh Sarkisian, was marred by

“large-scale irregularities.”

The SIS move marked a dra-
matic twist in a protracted criminal
investigation into the post-election
unrest that left eight protesters and
two police servicemen dead. They died
as security forces tried to disperse
supporters of the main opposition can-
didate, Levon Ter-Petrosian, demand-
ing the rerun of the vote.

Kocharian declared a state of
emergency and ordered Armenian army
units into Yerevan late on March 1,
2008 amid vicious clashes between
security forces and some of the pro-
testers. Ter-Petrosian urged his sup-
porters to disperse a few hours later.

Dozens of Ter-Petrosian allies,
including Armenia’s current Prime

Minister Nikol Pashinian, were subse-
quently imprisoned on what human
rights groups described as politically
motivated charges.

Kocharian and his allies defended
the use of lethal force, saying that it
prevented a violent of seizure of power
by the Ter-Petrosian-led opposition.
The latter insisted, however, that
Kocharian and Sarkisian themselves
usurped power by rigging the election.

The SIS has for years claimed to
be continuing to investigate the blood-
shed and, in particular, identify those
directly responsible for the ten deaths.
Pashinian told it to finally solve the
killings when he presented the new
head of the agency, Sasun Khachatrian,
to senior SIS staff on June 12.

In a detailed statement issued on
Tuesday, the SIS declared that the
2008 protests were a legitimate popu-
lar response to serious electoral fraud
which it said was widely “attributed”
to supporters of Kocharian and
Sarkisian. It said that on February 23,
2008 then Defense Minister Harutiunian
secretly and illegally ordered the Ar-
menian military to help the authorities
enforce the official vote results.

Military units began moving into
Yerevan in the following days and
participated in the March 1-2, 2008
crackdown, the statement said, adding
that this “de facto martial law” violated
constitutional provisions guaranteeing

Continued on page4

Armenian Fund’s
Director Arrested for
Embezzlement

YEREVAN (Armenpress) —
Hayastan All Armenian Fund’s direc-
tor Ara Vardanyan has been detained
by the National Security Service (NSS)
of Armenia on July 2 in suspicion of
embezzlement and abuse.

The NSS said that Vardanyan has
confessed in misappropriating the
fund’s finances, including, by using
the funds money for online gambling.

According to Vardanyan, he has
returned the misused money through
the donated funds. According to him,
he later entered personal cash to the
fund’s bookkeeping, thus covering up
the misused amounts.

Inthe last week alone Vardanyan
transferred nearly 14,000,000 drams
to online casinos from the fund’s credit
card. The amount comprises nearly
130,000,000 in the period from 2016
to 2018.

NSS said it is currently carrying
out inspections in the fund to clarify
other possible abuses. Vardanyan has
been placed under arrest.

Company Linked to Serzh Sarkisian’s Brother
Fined for Tax Evasion

YEREVAN — Areal estate com-
pany linked to a brother of former
President Serzh Sarkisian has report-
edly agreed to pay the Armenian gov-
ernment 800 million drams ($1.7 mil-
lion) after being accused by it of tax
evasion.

The State Revenue Committee
(SRC) made the announcement on Fri-
day one week after tax auditors raided
the Yerevan offices of the company,
GLG Project. The SRCinitially accused
it of evading 300 million drams in vari-
ous taxes through bankruptcy fraud.

In its latest statement, the tax
collection agency said the “damage”
has been revised upwards as a result of
“some investigative and judicial ac-
tions.” The revised sum has already
been paid to the state budget, it said.

It remains unclear whether GLG
Project has admitted to tax fraud.

The case against the company
stems from an office building con-
structed by it in downtown Yerevan in
2013-2017. The SRC claims that GLG
paid only 3.5 million drams ($7,300) in
taxes during the construction.

According to the SRC, a charity
co-founded and run by Levon Sarkisian,

the former president’s youngest
brother, holds a 40 percent stake in
GLG. Levon Sarkisian’s son Narek
owns another 20 percent of the com-
pany stock. Neither man has com-
mented on the case so far.

On June 25, the Armenian police
detained the ex-president’s second
brother, Aleksandr Sarkisian, on sus-
picion of illegal arms possession. He
was set free a few hours later. The
national police chief, Valeri Osipian,
said on Thursday that weapons seized
from Sarkisian and his bodyguards
were owned legally.

Armenia’s Creative Revolution in Los Angeles

GLENDALE — On Friday, June
29, a passionate crowd of nearly 500
people filled the Glendale Central Li-
brary to hear Armenia’s new Minister
of Culture Lilit Makunts and Creative
Armeniavice president Alec Mouhibian
discuss the country’s recent velvet
revolution, its aftermath, and their plans
to convert the momentum into a long-
term cultural awakening in Armenia.

On Friday night, Lilit Makunts
answered questions about her experi-
ences during that remarkable move-
ment, the efforts of the new govern-
ment to fight corruption, and her vi-
sion for the future.

“We are working nonstop to
change and elevate the way creative
business is done in Armenia,” Minister
Makunts said. “We seek your involve-
ment and investment—not only finan-
cial investment but intellectual invest-
ment. The talent and experience of
diasporans and their colleagues around
the world are vital to fuel this cultural
rebirth, and our partnership with Cre-
ative Armenia is a key part of the
process.”

On June 15, the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Creative Armenia entered a
public-private partnership to rejuve-

nate the arts, build creative industries,
incubate creative careers and projects,
and develop strategies toward cultural
acceleration and promotion. Makunts
and Mouhibian spoke of how this will
take shape in the coming months. They
hinted at a mechanism they are build-
ing for strategic investment in artistic
projects that have major global poten-
tial, which will launch later this year.

“We want our creative industries
to be as innovative as our tech indus-
tries,” Makunts said.

“Since the revolution in April,
spectators around the world ask: how
did they do that?” Mouhibian added.
“We want them to keep repeating that
question—about Armenian movies,
music, art, and culture—for a long
time to come.”
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SDHP Armenia Representatives
Meet with Minister of Diaspora

YEREVAN -- On June 28, Min-
ister of Diaspora Mkhitar
Hayrapetyan received the delegation
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party (SDHP), including Vice-Chair-
man of SDHP Armenia Regional Com-
mittee Vazgen Mesrobian, represen-
tative of the political council Armen
Mkrtichian, foreign relations officer
Gegham Harutyunian, representative
of the youth wing Arsen Kupelian
and Central Committee member
Manook Shekherdemian.

On behalf of the political party,
Vazgen Mesrobian congratulated the
young Minister of Diaspora on assum-
ing office and added the following: “As
a pan-Armenian organization, we ex-
press our willingness to support the
State and the Ministry.”

Greeting the guests, Minister
Mkhitar Hayrapetyan attached impor-
tance to the pro-national activities of
the SDHP and voiced hope that the
cooperation would grow stronger.

Touching upon the congratulatory re-
marks, Hayrapetyan stated that the
greatest achievement of the Velvet
Revolution is the transfer of power to
the people. “The victory was not and
will not be the victory of a political
figure or organization. This victory is
the victory of every Armenian in Ar-
menia and every Armenian living
abroad. We must maintain this achieve-
ment. In this difficult stage, all Arme-
nians need to provide support and have
faith, patience and take action. This
revolution is also a revolution of val-
ues. We Armenians have rediscovered
our pride and have gained confidence
in our strengths. The Ministry is devel-
oping a new strategy on making the
Diaspora united and consolidated and
the vision for repatriation, which is a
clear signal to not only our compatri-
ots, but also the whole world. We are
ready to work with all organizations
and individuals of the Diaspora,” the
Minister added.

Pashinian Vows to Move Out of Former
Presidential Palace

YEREVAN -
- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian
said on Thursday
that he and his
staff will no longer
be based inabuild-
ingin Yerevan that
used to house
Armenia’s former
presidential ad-
ministrations.

Inline witha |
controversial law
enacted early this =
year, the presidential palace remained
the seat of former President Serzh
Sarkisian after he was elected prime
minister on April 17 a week after serv-
ing out his final presidential term.

The end of Sarkisian’s decade-
long presidency was followed by the
country’s switch to a parliamentary
system of government. The new presi-
dent of the republic, Armen Sarkissian,
has largely ceremonial powers.

The law in question also gave the
prime minister offices in another build-
ing where the previous, far less pow-
erful premiers were based. The build-
ing located in Yerevan’s central Re-
public Square also serves as the venue
for weekly cabinet meetings.

Pashinian has used both build-
ings since becoming prime minister on
May 8 after a protest movement led by
him forced Sarkisian to resign. He had
criticized his predecessor’s decision
to convert the presidential palace into
the prime minister’s main office.

“There are criticisms that we are
forgetting what we criticized before
coming to power,” Pashinian told mem-
bers of his cabinet. “This is not the
case. Over time we will fix what we
criticized.”

“Over time we will return that
building to the presidential staff,” he
said without setting any time frames.

Such a move requires corre-
sponding amendments to the law.
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Armenian Forces Destroy Azerbaijani
Defense Positions in Nachitchevan

YEREVAN — The Azerbaijani
Armed Forces tried to carry out engi-
neering works for strengthening some
positions in Nakhitchevan, in response
to which Armenian Armed Forces
opened fire and did not allow the oppo-
nent to fulfill its task.

One of the opponents’ positions
was completely destroyed and burned
due to the firing. During the skirmish,

Vahagn Samvel Baghdasaryan, bornin
1974, who is a contract soldier in the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Ar-
menia, was slightly wounded.

Spokesman for the Ministry of
Defense Artsrun Hovhannisyan
shared on his facebook page a video
showing an Azerbaijani defense posi-
tion burning near the border with
Armenia.

Smithsonian Folklife Festival
Featuring Armenian Culture Opens in D.C.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
2018 Smithsonian Folklife Festival fea-
turing Armenia: Creating Home opened
yesterday with a reception for an audi-
ence of international guests and digni-

taries. The Festival showcases
Armenia's culture, music, art, food
and wine. Last night's opening recep-
tion was sponsored by the Armenian
Assembly of America (Assembly) and
the Armenia Tree Project (ATP). Guests
from across the globe gathered at the
National Museum of African American
History and Culture on the National
Mall in Washington, D.C.

Smithsonian Folklife Festival
Director Sabrina Lynn Motley and
Assembly President Carolyn Mugar
acknowledged guests and welcomed
them to the opening reception.
Mugar thanked the Smithsonian for
this monumental Festival, high-
lighted the accomplishments of Ar-
menia, and welcomed The Honor-
able Dr. Armen Sarkissian for his
first official visit to the United States
of America as President of the Re-
public of Armenia.

"Armenia is celebrating a mile-
stone this year: 100 Years since a

modern nation was formed and a quar-
ter century of democracy and inde-
pendence as a young nation," Mugar
said. "As we celebrate 'Armenia: Cre-
ating Home,"' we celebrate Armenia's
music, art, food, wine and culture
through the centuries. We are actually
celebrating Armenia's people, spirit,
and genuine hospitality at home. In
the life of the new nation, this is an
exciting and important time for
America and Americans to engage
with Armenia and Armenians. | be-
lieve in direct tangible investment in
Armenia, actually putting a shovel in
the good earth. I believe in Armenia's
people, their many talents, their need
to grow fruit and to make wine, and to
promote a healthy environment abun-
dant in trees and clean water. Please
join me in this unique time to engage
with Armenia's most valuable re-
sources, its hospitality, its home and
its people," she concluded.
President Sarkissian addressed
the crowd, thanking everyone for a
successful Folklife Festival and their
devotionto "creating home" - the theme

Continued on page4
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Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem Presents
Prince William with Armenian Cross

JERUSALEM -- Prince William,
Duke of Cambridge paid an official
visit to Israel on June 28. Chancellor
ofthe Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem Hovnan Baghdasaryan informed
ARMENPRESS that the Prince was
met by the religious leaders of the three
major religious communities. Sevan
Archbishop Gharibyan represented the
Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

During his visit to an Armenian
chapel at the Church of the Holy Sep-
ulchre the Duke of Cambridge was
met by Father Samuel Aghoyan who
presented him with an Armenian cross
on behalf of the Patriarchate.

On June 28, 2018, Prince Will-
iam, Duke of Cambridge, visited the
Holy Sepulchre Church where he was
welcomed by the Heads of Three

Guardian Communities.

Arch. Sevan Gharibian repre-
sented His Beatitude, the Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem.

During his visit to the Armenian
Chaple after St. Arimathea, a welcom-
ing speech was delivered by the Arme-
nian Superior of the Holy Sepulchre
Church Rev. Fr. Samvel Aghoyan and
an Armenian cross was presented to
His Highness as a present from the
Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

The inscription on the cross
reads: “A present of an Armenian
Cross from the Armenian Patriarch-
ate of Jerusalem presented to His
Royal Highness Prince William Arthur
Philip Louis, Duke of Cambridge,
during His visit to the Holy Sepulchre
Church on 28 June, 2018.”

Select Armenia Business Forum
Held in Glendale

Provided Platform to Armenian Authorities to Discuss New Projects
Between the Armenian and Us Businesses

GLENDALE --“Select Armenia”
business forum, organized by the Ar-
menian-American business Council,
Consulate General of Armenia in Los
Angeles and Business Armenia, brought
together more than 100 representa-
tives of local government, business
and academia in Embassy Suites Hotel
on June 30, 2018.

Participants had a great opportu-
nity to discuss elevated interest in
establishing new business, and invest-
ment opportunities in Armenia after
the velvet revolution with the Deputy
Prime Minister of the newly formed
Armenian Government Mr. Tigran
Avinyan and members of the Armenian
delegation.

Mr. Avinyan, as well as Deputy

Minister of Economic Development
and Investments Ms. Mane Adamian,
Deputy Minister of Transport, Com-
munication and Information Technol-
ogy Mr. Hakob Arshakyan, deputy
Minister of Diaspora Mr. Babken Der
Grigoryan and International Commerce
Team Leader of Business Armenia,
Mr. Narek Aleksanyan presented to
Select Armenia participants the exist-
ing projects and opportunities in Ar-
menia, strategies of the new Govern-
ment, as well as provided comprehen-
sive information on all the topics that
have been touched upon by partici-
pants. The areas of interest included
but were not limited to health care,
technology and innovation, engineer-
ing, financial sector, education, tour-

July 7, 2018

Genocide Scholar Taner Akcam

Presents His Latest Book
Talat Pasha’s Killing Orders and Armenian Genocide

American
University
of Armenia

YEREVAN -- On June 14, 2018,
the American University of Armenia
(AUA)’s College of Humanities and
Social Sciences hosted Turkish-Ger-
man historian Dr. Taner Akcam who
delivered a guest lecture on Turkish
denialism of the Armenian Genocide
and the killing orders in Ottoman Inte-
rior Minister Talat Pasha’s telegrams.

AUA President Dr. Armen Der
Kiureghian greeted the guests and gave
floor to Dr. Vahram Ter-Matevosyan,
Assistant Professor and the upcoming
Chair of the Political Science and Inter-
national Affairs (PSIA) program, who
introduced the speaker. Dr. Akcam is
known as one of the first Turkish schol-
ars to publicly acknowledge and study
the Armenian Genocide, perpetrated by
the Ottoman Turkish government at the
beginning of the 20th century.

“In order to understand the Turk-
ish denialism, we should know one
thing, denialism in Turkey was an
inherent component of the Armenian
Genocide. So, the denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide began not in the wake of
the event but was an intrinsic part of
the plan itself,” said Dr. Akcam.

Dr. Akcam discussed the denialist
attitude of the Turkish government
toward the Armenian Genocide based
on the supposed “lack of original docu-
mentation,” the hidden or destroyed
documents with killing orders, as well

as the evidence proving the existence
of Ottoman bureaucrat Naim Efendi,
who had passed the killing orders of
Talat Pasha to an Armenian intellectual
named Aram Andonian. Dr. Akcam
displayed the coding systems of some
official Ottoman documents and tele-
grams which he had discovered in the
private archives of Armenian Catholic
priest Krikor Guerguerian.

“My lastargument is, if the Turk-
ish government believes that Talat
Pasha’s telegrams, which Naim gave
to Andonian, are fake, it’s very simple
to prove. They should simply publish
their coding books. The fact that for
one hundred years they haven’t been
publishing these books, shows only
one thing - the telegrams are authen-
tic,” he concluded his lecture.

The attendees had the opportu-
nity to ask Dr. Akcam questions re-
lated to his motivation to do research
on the Armenian Genocide, the Turk-
ishpolicy of denial, the possible change
in the Turkish mentality toward recog-
nition of the Armenian Genocide, as
well as his future scholarly publica-
tions on this topic. During the Q&A
session, Dr. Akcam proudly stated:
“My father taught me one thing, ‘Tell
the truth and fight for justice.” This is
how I grew up.”

His trip to Armenia was spon-
sored by Knights of Vartan.

ism, construction, as well as specific
success stories and legislative changes
and initiatives that will lead to more
investment friendly business environ-
ment, which can attract not only small
businesses but also multinational com-
panies to Armenia.

Select Armenia business forum
significantly contributed to achieving
the main objectives of the visitof Arme-
nian delegation to California, which
included also a greater understanding
of the constraints and opportunities in
the US markets; increased awareness
for the US companies of Armenia’s
investment potential and strengthening
of relationships between Armenian and
US institutions and individuals. Present
during the conference were, Mr. Vahe
Karapetian, Advisory Board Member to

Armenian American Business Council
and Vahe Balayan, from Ameriagroup,
the event’s sponsor.

“I am sure that the visit of the
new Deputy Prime Minister of the Gov-
ernment of Armenia and the honest and
candid exchange of ideas during one-
day conference, will result in a greater
enthusiasm toward large-scale busi-
ness projects between the Armenian
and US businesses. The situation in
Armenia has changed dramatically
which leads to better business and in-
vestment-friendly environment, further
promoting Armenia as an ideal invest-
ment destination, with highly skilled
and multilingual workforce, and world
class financial institutions” commented
Alec Baghdasaryan, President of the
Armenian American Business Council.
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Armenia Concludes Successful
Media and Trade Events

ENT

A R M E NI A

NEW YORK -- The State Tour-
ism Committee of Armenia, along with
private sector representatives from the
Armenian tourism industry, has par-
ticipated in a series of meetings and
events in three cities to increase aware-
ness of Armenia’s cultural heritage
tourism offering. The culminating
event in Washington D.C. included a
visit to the Smithsonian Folklife Festi-
val on the National Mall, which is
showcasing Armenian cultural heri-
tage this year.

The series of events commenced
in Boston on Monday, June 25, with
travel media appointments and a gath-
ering of local travel trade representa-
tives at the Boston offices of the Ar-
menian General Benevolent Union
(AGBU). Hripsime Grigoryan, the
newly appointed chairperson of the
State Tourism Committee of Armenia,
welcomed guests with a destination
presentation, kicking off a series of
educational trade workshops and net-
working sessions with Armenian tour-
ism industry partners.

On Tuesday, June 26, the State
Tourism Committee of Armenia par-
ticipated in another travel trade event
at the AGBU Headquarters in New
York City, which was followed by a
mediareception attended by travel jour-
nalists. In addition to a destination
overview, media attendees were also
treated to a presentation by Pulitzer
Prize-winning Armenian author and
poet, Peter Balakian. Balakian discussed
Armenia’s rich history and culture, as
well as his quest to discover his family’s
historic homeland, Armenia, and his
connection to the Armenian diaspora
in America.

While in New York, the delega-
tion also conducted a day of travel
trade appointments on Wednesday,
June 27, with key tour operators.

The events were organized by

the My Armenia, a cultural heritage
tourism program funded by the U.S.
Agency for International Development
(USAID) and implemented by
Smithsonian Institution, and by AGBU,
the world’s largest nonprofit Arme-
nian organization.

From New York City, the delega-
tion traveled to Washington D.C. on
Thursday, June 28, for its final travel
trade gathering at the Soorp Khatch
Armenian Apostolic Church and an
open-air cocktail reception at the
Smithsonian Folklife Festival. The an-
nual Smithsonian Folklife Festival is
produced by the Smithsonian Center
for Folklife and Cultural Heritage and
produced in partnership with the Na-
tional Park Service. This is the first
time Armenian culture will be broadly
presented at the festival. AGBU is
among the festival’s sponsors.

“AGBU is proud to continue its
long-term collaboration and partner-
ship with the Smithsonian Institution,
which began with the My Armenia
program,” said Natalie Gabrelian, di-
rector of Alternative Education at
AGBU. “Hosting this series of events
aligns with our goal to educate all
about Armenian culture and history.
Encouraging travel industry insiders’
interest toward Armenia and all it has
to offer the world is key to promoting
tourism and putting it on the map for
travelers."

“This was a very important mis-
sion to raise awareness about Armenia
asatourismdestination,” said Grigoryan,
chairperson of the State Tourism Com-
mittee of Armenia. “Through our part-
nerships with My Armenia Program and
the Smithsonian Folklife Festival, it has
been an honor to have the opportunity to
further share our message with U.S.
consumers and inspire North American
travelers to visit our incredibly cultural
destination.”

Former Armenian Defense Minister

Continued from page 1

the political neutrality of the Armenian
armed forces.

“A number of high-ranking of-
ficials of the acting authorities, in-
cluding Defense Minister Mikael
Harutiunian, carried out actions
aimed at violently overthrowing con-
stitutional order in the Republic of
Armenia,” read the statement.

It said the SIS has therefore filed

corresponding criminal charges against
Harutiunian carrying between 10 and
15 years in prison. SIS investigators
have also issued an arrest warrant for
the retired army general who served as
chief of the Armenian army’s General
Staff from 1994-2007.

It was not immediately clear
whether or not Harutiunian, 72, will
plead guilty to the grave accusa-
tion. His whereabouts were also
not known.
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AAF Shipped $5 Million of Aid to Armenia
and Artsakh April—- June 2018

GLENDALE -- The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered $5 mil-
lion of humanitarian assistance to Ar-
menia and Artsakh during the second
quarter of 2018.

The AAF itself collected $4.2
million of medicines and other supplies
donated by AmeriCares ($3.8 million);
Direct Relief ($290,000) and Health
Partners International of Canada
($156,000).

Other organizations which con-
tributed valuable goods during this
period were: Armenian Missionary As-
sociation of America/Camp Arev
($402,000); Project Agape ($96,000)
Howard Karagheusian Commemora-
tive Corp. ($86,000); Victor Pam-
buccian ($86,000) and Mr. Sergey
Sarkisov ($15,500).

Also contributing major supplies
were: Dr. Albert Phillips ($10,500);
Dr. Hrair Garabedian/Providence Cen-
ter for Congenital Heart Disease
($2,300) and Dr. Hagop Hovaguimian
($1,500).

Dr. Karo K. Arzoo of Glendale,
CA generously donated the cost of
air freighting two shipments of can-
cer medicines with a total value of
$1.8 million.

The medicines and medical sup-

plies donated during this period were
sent to the Health Ministry of Armenia,
Artsakh Health Ministry, AGBU Claudia
Nazarian Medical Center for Syrian
Armenian Refugees, Arabkir United
Children’s Foundation, Armenian
Eyecare Project, Muratsan Children’s
Endocrinology Center, National He-
matology Center, Nork Marash Medi-
cal Center and St. Grigor Lusavorich
Medical Center.

In the past 30 years, including
the shipments under its predecessor,
the United Armenian Fund, the AAF
has delivered to Armenia and Artsakh
a grand total of $789 million worth of
reliefsupplies on board 158 airlifts and
2,408 sea containers. In the first six
months 0f2018 AAF shipped to Arme-
nia and Artsakh $11.8 million of medi-
cines.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars worth of life-saving
medicines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We would welcome your
generous donations to be able to con-
tinue delivering this valuable assis-
tance to all medical centers in Armenia
and Artsakh,” Harut Sassounian, the
President of AAF stated.

Smithsonian Folklife Festival

Continued from page 2

of the Festival. He spoke about the
Armenian Diaspora in the United States,
dating back to Martin the Armenian
who settled in Jamestown, Virginia
400 years ago, and how the survivors
of the Armenian Genocide created a
home in America and are today proud
U.S. citizens. President Sarkissian
was given a standing ovation for his
remarks.

Guests in attendance included U.S.
Ambassador to Armenia Richard Mills,
Jr., former U.S. Ambassador to Arme-
niaJohn Heffern U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID) Mis-
sion Director to Armenia Deborah
Grieser, Congressional Caucus on Ar-
menian Issues Co-Chair Congress-
man Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Con-
gressman Doug Lamborn (R-CO),
Congressman Jim McGovern (D-
MA), Armenian Minister of Culture
Lilit Makunts, and Armenian Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Grigor
Hovhannissian, among others.

The crowd enjoyed a special
performance by Miqayel Voskanyan

& Friends, which is an ethno-jazz
and folk band based in Yerevan,
Armenia. The band was formed in
2011 with the goal of introducing
jazz to the tar, immediately standing
out as a fresh, modern sound in
world music. Although historically
heard in traditional Armenian folk
music, Voskanyan's band has given
the tar a new identity and, as a
result, has created a new genre of
music that fuses old and new to
produce something wholly unique -
an alluring concoction of jazz, folk
and rock, all inspired by classical
Armenian melodies!

In addition to the Armenian cul-
ture features at this year's Folklife
Festival, Catalonia: Tradition and Cre-
ativity from the Mediterranean is also
being showcased.

The Festival runs from June 27
to July 1 and then from July 4 to July
8. More than 1 million people are
expected to visit the exhibition and
festival, and more than 8 million people
worldwide to access the Smithsonian
Folklife's website and learn about
Armenia.
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St. Gregory Armenian Church

| His Eminence

SAVE THE DATE

Under the Auspices of

Abp. Hovnan Derderian

| Primate of the Western Diocese

Celebration of the 20" Anniversary of Ordination
To the Sacred Priesthood of Christ
And the 50" Anniversary of Service to the
Armenian Apostolic Church
of
Rev. Fr. Archpriest Sarkis Petoyan
On Sunday, September 9, 2018

10:30 a.m. Celebration of Divine Liturgy
Immediately Followed by a Luncheon at Geragos Hall
2215 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91107
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Vahe Atchabahian
1743 E. Elizabeth St. » Pasadena, CA 91104
Tel: 626-793-6220 - Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com * www.vaprintmedia.com

NartionarL NOTARY ASSOCIATION
Norary PusLic
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ASSOCIATION

MEMBER

Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Name:
Address:
City: --—-——--- State:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: ——--------—----
Tel: Email:
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T: (626) 797-7680 massis2(@earthlink.net
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