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Armenian Parliament Again Fails to Pass Key Election Bill

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
largest parliamentary party on Monday
again effectively blocked the passage
of a raft of major amendments to the
Electoral Code drafted by his govern-
ment for snap general elections ex-
pected in December.

One week after voting down the
package the Republican Party of Ar-
menia of ex-president Serzh Sarkisian
again opposed the changes that were
one more time brought to the parlia-
ment floor after more than a quarter of
lawmakers initiated a relevant special
session, using their powers.

The amendments formally ap-
proved by the government on Octo-
ber 16 are aimed at facilitating the
proper conduct of the elections. They
would, among other things, change
the existing legal mechanism for dis-
tributing seats in the National Assem-
bly which many believe favored the
HHK in the last parliamentary elec-
tions held in April 2017.

Under Armenia’s constitution,
any amendment to the Electoral Code
must be backed by at least 63 members
of the 105-member parliament. Only
62 lawmakers voted for the govern-
ment bill this time around, with two
lawmakers voting against it.

Still a week ago Pashinian ac-
cused the parliament majority of “sabo-
taging” the work of his cabinet. The

former ruling party has dismissed
the accusations, insisting that it has
officially voiced its opposition to the
proposed changes and simply fol-
lowed its policy.

The HHK deems it wrong to
change the Electoral Code less than
two months before expected general
elections. It has also accused the gov-
ernment of ignoring a number of alter-
native proposals that were jointly made
by the four political factions in the
current National Assembly.

HHK lawmaker Armen Ashotian
on Monday described the second at-
tempt at getting the draft legislation
passed as “a travesty of democracy.”

“Changing an electoral law just
40 days before an election is simply
absurd,” he commented, talking to
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service.

“Especially explaining such an
antidemocratic step by the intention of
strengthening democracy is a travesty
of democracy,” Ashotian added.

The bill would have passed if at
least one of two members of the
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
(Dashnaktsutyun) faction who were
absent from the voting had partici-
pated in it and voted in favor of the
amended electoral law.

Speaking after the session, Alen
Simonian, a lawmaker with the pro-
Pashinian Yelk alliance, stopped short

ACA-PAC Announces Endorsements for
November 6 General Elections

PASADENA — The Armenian
Council of America — Political Action
Committee has released its list of en-
dorsements for the upcoming general
elections to be held on November 6,
2018.

As a part of the endorsement pro-

cess, the ACA-PAC Board carefully re-
viewed candidate’s preparedness and
ability to address issues ranging from
reaffirmation of the Armenian Geno-
cide, support for the independent Re-

publics of Armenia and Artsakh, as well as their stance on issues that affect
Armenian Americans and non-Armenian Americans alike.

The majority of these endorsements include incumbents who have
served as a strong voice for the community.

See complete list on page 3.

of'accusing any political party or group
of the failure of the bill, but said that
individual lawmakers who did not vote
for the bill effectively “sabotaged” the
effort.

“Ithink we will participate [in the
elections] by the current law and will
see whether it will do any good to
those who opposed the bill or were
pretending to be ill [during the vote].
We’ll see whether they can succeed in
being returned to the National Assem-
bly and have a say in the next parlia-
ment, because the [rejected] bill was
designed to ensure maximum repre-
sentation in the National Assembly,”
Simonian said.

In the 2017 elections, Armenians
voted for not only parties and blocs as

a whole but also their individual candi-
dates running in a dozen nationwide
constituencies. The individual races
greatly helped the HHK to score a
landslide victory at the time. Wealthy
HHK candidates relied heavily on their
financial resources and government
connections to earn both themselves
and their party many votes.

The bill put forward by
Pashinian’s government also en-
visaged safeguards against vote rig-
ging and other major changes such
as lower vote thresholds for win-
ning seats in parliament and recov-
ering election deposits.

Gianni Buquicchio, the president
of the Council of Europe’s Venice
Commission, said on October 20 that

Continued on page 2

John Bolton: Pashinian’s Expected Victory in

December Will Give Him a Strong Mandate
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YEREVAN (Combined Sources)
— The U.S. National Security Adviser
John Bolton said today in Yerevan that
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian’s vic-
tory in the upcoming early parliamen-
tary elections, slated for December
10, would give him a strong mandate
for taking decisive steps.

Speaking at a news conference,
he said if public opinion forecasts ap-
peared to be true, after the elections,
Nikol Pashinian would have a very
strong mandate to implement a series
of decisive steps for the resolution of
the Karabakh conflict.

Hesaid the Karabakh settlement
remains one of the priority issues of
the Armenian foreign policy agenda,
stressing that if the resolution of this
issue were easy, it would have been
settled long time ago. Bolton added
that his visit to the region was not a
signal for a change in the US policy
on this issue.

“The parties to the conflict should
continue to look for solutions together,’
he said recalling former US Secretary
of State James Baker’s words that no
one wants more peace than the parties
to the conflict themselves.

He said the parties could discuss
various proposals, and there should be
no restrictions for them and if a pro-

posal is submitted, that does not mean
that it must necessarily be accepted.

An Armenian government state-
ment on Pashinian’s meeting with Bolton
said both men stressed the importance
of “consistent” efforts to find a peaceful
solution to the Karabakh dispute. They
also agreed on the need for creating “the
right atmosphere for the negotiation pro-
cess,” the statement added without elabo-
rating.

Bolton arrived in Yerevan from
Baku where he discussed the conflict
with Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev
on Wednesday. Hesaid inthe Azerbaijani
capital that Washington will continue to
support a peaceful Karabakh settlement.

Speaking to RFE/RL’s Armenian
service, Bolton said that a Karabakh
peace would greatly help Armenia’s
struggling economy as it would lead to
open borders with Azerbaijan and Tur-
key. It is also “the surest way to
reduce an excessive outside influence
in Armenia,” he said in a clear refer-
ence to Russia, Armenia’s main politi-
cal and military ally.

Commenting on potential security
alternatives for Armenia, Bolton, who
met Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Moscow earlier this week, spoke of

Continued on page 2
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President Sarkissian’s Message to Erdogan
“Forgiveness Comes After Recognition”
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Armenian Police Stop Grenade-Wielding Man
from Entering Government Building
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BERN — Ahead of November 11
centennial of the armistice that put an
end to World War I, president of Ar-
menia Armen Sarkissian has expressed
hope that this event will be an occasion
to recognize or commemorate the
1915-1916 genocide of the Armenians.

“I don’t know how one can talk
about World War I without touching
upon the tragedy that took place nearly
105 years ago and without speaking
about the genocide. Recognition or a
call by leaders of countries will be
highly appreciated by me, by Armenia
and the entire Armenian people,”
Sarkissian told Switzerland’s Public
TV — RTS in an interview.

“The recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide isn’t simply a recogni-
tion of a tragedy that concerns one
people. First of all this is the first and
largest genocide of the 20th century.
Because it wasn’t prevented, because
a recognition and condemnation didn’t
take place, genocides repeated further
in the 20th century,” he said.

Asked about a message to Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Sarkissian said that he is ready for
dialogue and cited his Christian con-
victions. He didn’t rule out that one
day forgiveness will take place, but
said that “forgiveness comes after rec-
ognition”. He said that this recognition
will have broader historic coverage,
because the Armenian Genocide is “the
first genocide of the 20th century”.

“I would first of all tell Erdogan:
“Good morning Mr. President. I be-
lieve we have something to discuss.
You are the President of Turkey, and I

am the President of Armenia. My fam-
ily, my ancestors are from Erzurum,
Van and Bitlis. My family has a story.
Why shouldn’t we speak about the
relations between Turkey and Arme-
nia, why shouldn’t we speak about
our personal stories? We should speak
about not only history, but also the
future — the future of our children
and grandchildren, about our two
peoples. I am a Christian. Christian-
ity teaches that there is always a
chance to forgive, however forgive-
ness can only follow a recognition,”
Sarkissian said.

The Armenian President also
said that he has agreed with his French
counterpart Emmanuel Macron to or-
ganize a charitable concert in memory
of Charles Aznavour, “most probably
in October of 2019”.

“Numerous singers and actors
will be in attendance,” Sarkissian said,
recalling that together with Emmanuel
Macron and Brigitte Macron they sang
Aznavour’s songs in Yerevan.

“Me and Emmanuel Macron to-
gether with our wives visited the
Charles Aznavour Museum and Resi-
dence [in Yerevan]. I proposed to
President Emmanuel Macron to orga-
nize a big charitable concert in Paris in
a year in memory of Charles Aznavour.
I am hopeful that this concert will take
place in October of 2019. It will be a
charitable concert and world-famous
actors and singers will be invited. I
spoke to a group of my friends who
told me that it would be a great honor
for them to present their art at this
concert,” Sarkissian said.

Pashinian’s Expected Victory in December

Continued frompage 1

possible U.S. arms sales to Yerevan.

“We have restrictions Congress
has imposed on the United States in
terms of [weapons] sales to Azerbaijan
and Armenia because of the conflict,
but there are exceptions to that,” Bolton
explained.

“As I said to the prime minister, if
it’s a question of buying Russian military
equipment versus buying U.S. military
equipment, we’d prefer the latter,” he
said. “We think our equipment is better
than the Russians’ anyway.

“So we want to look at that. And
I think it increases Armenia’s options
when it’s not entirely dependent on
one major power.”

Relations with Iran, a key neigh-
bor of Armenia, were also on the agenda
of Bolton’s talks with Pashinian. The

U.S. national security adviser said he
told Pashinian that the Trump adminis-
tration will enforce U.S. sanctions
against Tehran “very vigorously” and
that that the Armenian-Iranian border
is “going to be a significant issue.”

Bolton also noted that a large
community of Armenian-American citi-
zens in the U.S. makes Armenia’s
“prospects for closer economic coop-
eration” with the U.S. private sector
“very real” and “much better for the
long term than government-to-gov-
ernment assistance.”

“I think this is a time to be opti-
mistic that Armenia can emerge more
onthe world stage,” Bolton said, stress-
ing that the Trump administration “con-
siders the South Caucasus a very im-
portant area strategically” and that
improving relations with Armenia is “a
very high priority.”

YEREVAN — Police in Armenia
have arrested a man who allegedly
tried to make his way into the govern-
ment building in central Yerevan armed
with a hand-grenade.

National Security Service offic-
ers were questioning the as-yet-uni-
dentified person late on Saturday,
sources told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice (Azatutyun.am). No one was hurt
in the incident, RFE/RL’s correspon-
dent reports from the scene.

Talkingto RFE/RL, Deputy Prime
Minister Tigran Avinian confirmed that
the man was armed with a grenade. He
described the person as a middle-aged
man and said he appeared mentally
unstable. Motives behind the incident
remain unclear.

According to the RFE/RL corre-
spondent, the situation around the gov-
ernment building remained calm de-
spite the incident.

An official said everything is nor-
mal inside the government office and

“there is no need for panic.”

The ministry of emergency situ-
ations has released details over the
attempted armed attack inside the
government headquarters. The indi-
vidual called 911 at 18:36 to notify
police about his intentions, the minis-
try said it dispatched an emergency
unit and a tactical response unit to the
scene and notified the national security
service and police.

“When emergency personnel
reached the scene, our colleagues —
national security service officers on-
duty in the government [headquarters]
were [negotiating] with the man and
said that the assistance of the emer-
gency situations ministry isn’t required,
after which emergency personnel re-
turned to base,” spokesperson of the
ministry Satenik Asilyan said.

Asked if anyone was injured in
the incident, she said: “I don’t have
such information that there are inju-
ries”.

OSCE Co-Chairs Meet With
Armenian Leaders in Yerevan

The troika of international me-
diators advancing peace efforts to re-
solve the protracted Armenian-
Azerbaijan conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh paid a visit to Yerevan on
Monday.

While in the Armenian capital the
American, Russian and French co-
chairs of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE)
Minsk Group —Andrew Schofer, Igor
Popov and Stephane Visconti — met
with the country’s political leadership,
including acting Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian, acting Foreign Minister
Zohrab Mnatsakanian and acting De-

fense Minister David Tonoyan.

During the meetings the Arme-
nian officials and the Minsk Group co-
chairs, who were accompanied by the
OSCE president-in-office’s personal
representative Andrzej Kasprzyk, in
particular, addressed the meeting of
the Armenian and Azerbaijani leaders
on the margins of a summit of post-
Sovietleaders in Dushanbe, Tajikistan,
in late September.

Acting Armenian Prime Minister
Pashinian and the OSCE Minsk Group
co-chairs addressed “the dynamics of
the Karabakh peace process after the
latest political changes in Armenia.”

Armenian Parliament Again Fails

Continued frompage 1

the draft amendments “pursue legiti-
mate aims and seem mostly positive.”
In a statement, he also noted “the
specific situation in Armenia, which
requires the holding of early elections.”

Buquicchio said at the same time
that the commission still has “reserva-
tions” about the proposed change of the
electoral system. He stressed, though,
that “these reservations are less relevant
if there is consensus among political
forces about the change.”

The Armenian National Assem-
bly is expected to be dissolved later
this week when, according to an ap-
parent political agreement, its mem-
bers will again vote down the candi-

dacy of acting Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian for the post of the head of
the government or otherwise fail to
elect a new prime minister.

Monday’s narrow defeat of the
key election bill, therefore, almost cer-
tainly means that the expected preterm
general elections in December will be
conducted in accordance with the ex-
isting legislation.

Acting Prime Minister Pashinian
and his political team have expressed
confidence that they will win the ex-
pected ballot and form the next gov-
ernment either way. They have ar-
gued, at the same time, that amend-
ments to the existing electoral legisla-
tion would have raised the political
quality of the election campaigns.



Massis Weekly

November 3, 2018

.S. SENATE:
KYRSTEN SINEMA (D-AZ)

U.S. HOUSE:

1 - TOM O'HALLERAN (D-AZ)
2 - ANN KIRKPATRICK (D-AZ)
3 - RAUL GRIJALVA (D-AZ)

5 - ANDY BIGGS (R-AZ)

7 - RUBEN GALLEGO (D-AZ)
8 - DEBBIE LESKO (R-AZ)

COLORADO:

U.S. HOUSE:
1 - DIANA DEGETTE (D - CO)
2 - JOE NEGUSE (D - CO)

ARMENIAN COUNCIL OF AMERICA

Political Action Committee Endorsements

CALIFORNIA:

U.S. SENATE:
KEVIN DE LEON (D-CA)

U.S. HOUSE:

14 - JACKIE SPEIER (D-CA)

18 - ANNA ESHOO (D-CA)

22 - ANDREW JANZ (D-CA)
23 - KEVIN MCCARTHY (R-CA)
24 - SALUD CARBAJAL (D-CA)
25 - KATIE HILL (D-CA)

26 - JULIA BROWNLEY (D-CA)
27 - JuDY CHU (D-CA)

28 - ADAM SCHIFF (D-CA)

29 - TONY CARDENAS (D-CA)
30 - BRAD SHERMAN (D-CA)

3 - DIANE MITSCH BUSH (D - CQ)31 - PETE AGUILAR (D-CA)

4 - KEN BUCK (R - CO)
S - DOUG LAMBORN (R - CO)
6 - JASON CROW (D - CO)

32 - GRACE NAPOLITANO (D-CA)
33 - TED LIEU (D-CA)
34 - JiIMMY GOMEZ (D-CA)

7 - EDWIN PERIMUTTER (D - CO) 35 - NORMA TORRES (D-CA)

STATE SENATE:

6 - GUINN UNGER JR. (D - CO)

13. - PHIL KELLY (D - CO)

STATE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES:

9 - EMILY SIROTA (D - CO)
12 - THERESA STETS (U - CO)

BOULDER COUNTY
COMMISSIONER:
CLIFF WILLMENG

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA:

U.S. HOUSE:
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

FLORIDA:

U.S. SENATE:
BILL NELSON (D-FL)

GOVERNOR:
ANDREW GILLUM (D-FL)

U.S. HOUSE:

3 - TED YOHO (R-FL)

8 - BILL POSEY (R-FL)

9 - DARREN SOTO (D-FL)
12 - GUS BILIRAKIS (R-FL)
13 - CHARLIE CRIST (D-FL)
21 - TED DEUTCH (D-FL)

GEORGIA:

GOVERNOR:
STACEY ABRAMS

U.S. HOUSE:

5 - JOHN LEWIS (D-GA)

7 - ROB WOODALL (R-GA)
10 - JODY HICE (R-GA)

11 - BARRY LOUDERMILK (R-GA)

HAWALL:

U.S. HOUSE:
21 - TuLst GABBARD (D-HI)

LOUISIANA:

U.S. HOUSE:
2 - CEDRIC RICHMOND (D-LA)
5 - RALPH ABRAHAM (R-LA)

Armenian Council of America-PAC 1060 N. Allen Ave Suite 210 Pasadena, CA 91104

37 - KAREN BASS (D-CA)

38 - LINDA SANCHEZ (D-CA)

39 - YOUNG KIM (R-CA)

40 - LUCILLE
ROYBAL-ALLARD (D-CA)

41 - MARK TAKANO (D-CA)

42 - KEN CALVERT (R-CA)

43 - MAXINE WATERS (D-CA)

48 - HARLEY ROUDA (D-CA)

S50 - DUNCAN HUNTER (R-CA)

53 - SUSAN DAVIS (D-CA)

GOVERNOR:
GAVIN NEWSOM

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR:
ED HERNANDEZ

ATTORNEY GENERAL:

XAVIER BECERRA
SECRETARY OF STATE:

ALEX PADILLA

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER:
RICARDO LARA

STATE TREASURER:
FIONA MA

CONTROLLER:
BETTY YEE

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
TONY THURMOND

STATE SENATE:
24 - MARIA ELENA DURAZO (D-CA)

STATE ASSEMBLY:

39 - Luz RIVAS (D-CA)

41 - CHRIS HOLDEN (D-CA)

43 - LAURA FRIEDMAN (D-CA)
45 - JESSE GABRIEL (D-CA)

46 - ADRIN NAZARIAN (D-CA)
49 - ED CHAU (D-CA)

50 - RICHARD BLOOM (D-CA)
53 - MIGUEL SANTIAGO (D-CA)
57 - IAN CALDERON (D-CA)

63 - ANTHONY RENDON (D-CA)
64 - MIKE GIPSON (D-CA)

76 - ELIZABETH WARREN (D-CA)

LOS ANGELES BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS:
1 - HILDA SOLIS
3 - SHEILA KUEHL

ILLINOIS:

U.S. HOUSE:
- BOBBY RUSH (D-IL)
- DANIEL LIPINSKI (D-IL)
- MIKE QUIGLEY (D-IL)
- PETER ROSKAM (R-1L)
- DANNY DAVIS (D-1L)
- RAJA

KRISHNAMOORTHI (D-IL)
9 - JANICE SCHAKOWSKY (D-IL)
10 - BRAD SCHNEIDER (D-1L)
11 - BILL FOSTER (D-IL)
13 - RODNEY DAVIS (R-IL)
14 - RANDY HULTGREN (R-IL)
15 - JOHN SHIMKUS (R-IL)
16 - ADAM KINZINGER (R-IL)
17 - CHERI BUSTOS (D-IL)
18 - DARIN LAHOOD (R-IL)

MASSACHUSETTS:

U.S. SENATE:
ELIZABETH WARREN (D-MA)

U.S. HOUSE:

1 - RICHARD NEAL (D-MA)

2 - JAMES MCGOVERN (D-MA)
3 - LORI TRAHAN (D-MA)

4 - JOE KENNEDY (D-MA)

5 - KATHERINE CLARK (D-MA)
6 - SETH MOULTON (D-MA)

7 - AYANNA PRESSLEY (D-MA)
8 - STEPHEN LYNCH (D-MA)

MICHIGAN:

U.S. SENATE:
DEBBIE STABENOW (D-MI)

U.S. HOUSE:

2 - BILL HUIZENGA (R-MI)

4 - JOHN MOOLENAAR (R-MI)

5 - DAN KILDEE (D-MI)

6 - FRED UPTON (R-MI)

8 - MIKE BISHOP (R-MI)

11 - HALEY STEVENS (D-MI)

12 - DEBBIE DINGELL (D-MI)
13 - RASHIDA TLAIB (D-MI)

14 - BRENDA LAWRENCE (D-MI)

= I W, P

MICHIGAN HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES:

40 - MARI MANOOGIAN (D-MI) TEXAS:

MISSOURI:

U.S. SENATE:
CLAIRE MCCASKILL (D-MO)

U.S. HOUSE:

1 - WILLIAM CLAY (D-MQ)

2 - ANN WAGNER (R-MO)

4 - VICKY HARTZLER (R-MO)

NEVADA:

U.S. SENATE:
JACKY ROSEN (D-NV)

U.S. HOUSE:

1 - DINA TITUS (D-NV)

3 - SUSIE LEE (D-NV)

4 - STEVEN HORSFORD (D-NV)

UTAH:

U.S. HOUSE:
2 - CHRIS STEWART (R-UT)
3 - JOHN CURTIS (R-UT)

LOS ANGELES COUNTY ASSESSOR:

JEFFREY PRANG

LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF:
JIM MCDONNELL

NEW JERSEY:

U.S. SENATE:
BOB MENENDEZ (D-NJ)

U.S. HOUSE:

1 - DONALD NORCROSS (D-NJ)
2 - JEFF VAN DREW (D-NJ)

3 - ANDREW KIM (D-N))

4 - CHRISTOPHER SMITH (R-NJ)
5 - JOSH GOTTHEIMER (D-NJ)
6 - FRANK PALLONE (D-N])

7 - TOM MALINOWSKI (D-NJ)
8 - ALBIO SIRES (D-N))

9 - WILLIAM PASCRELL (D-NJ)
11 - MIKIE SHERRILL (D-NJ)

NEW YORK:

U.S. HOUSE:
3 - TOM Suozzi (D-NY)
4 - KATHLEEN RICE (D-NY)
6 - GRACE MENG (D-NY)
10 - JERROLD NADLER (D-NY)
12 - CAROLYN MALONEY (D-NY)
13 - ADRIANO ESPAILLAT (D-NY)
14 - ALEXANDRIA
OCASI10-CORTEZ (D-NY)
16 - ELIOT ENGEL (D-NY)
17 - NITA LOWEY (D-NY)
18 - SEAN PATRICK
MALONEY (D-NY)
20 - PAUL TONKO (D-NY)
22 - ANTHONY BRINDISI (D-NY)

OHI10:

U.S. SENATE:
SHERROD BROWN (D-OH)

U.S. HOUSE:

6 - BILL JOHNSON (R-OH)

8 - WARREN DAVIDSON (R-OH)
9 - MARCY KAPTUR (D-OH)

13 - TIM RYAN (D-OH)

RHODE ISLAND:

U.S. SENATE:
SHELDON WHITEHOQUSE (D-RI)

U.S. HOUSE:
1 - DAVID CICILLINE (D-RI)
2 - JAMES LANGEVIN (D-RI)

U.S. SENATE:
BETO O'ROURKE (D-TX)

U.S. HOUSE:

1 - LOUIE GOHMERT (R-TX)
10 - MICHAEL MCCAUL (R-TX)
14 - RANDY WEBER (R-TX)

17 - WILLIAM FLORES (R-TX)
18 - SHEILA JACKSON LEE (D-TX)
19 - JODEY ARRINGTON (R-TX)
20 - JOAQUIN CASTRO (D-TX)
24 - KENNY MARCHANT (R-TX)
35 - LLOYD DOGGETT (R-TX)
36 - BRIAN BABIN (R-TX)

VIRGINIA:

U.S. SENATE:
TiM KAINE (D-VA)

U.S. HOUSE:

7 - DAVE BRAT (R-VA)

8 - DON BEYER (D-VA)

10 - BARBARA
COMSTOCK (R-VA)
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Armenian American Museum to Honor
State Senators at Inaugural Gala

November 3, 2018

Steven Sim and Ani Hovannisian to Speak on
“The Hidden Map of Historic Armenia”

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California will be honoring Cali-
fornia State Senator Anthony J.
Portantino and California State Senate
President pro Tempore Emeritus Kevin
de Leodn at its Inaugural Gala on Sun-
day, December 9, 2018 at the Glendale
Hilton. Senator Portantino and Presi-
dent pro Tem Emeritus Kevin de Leon
will be recognized for their leadership
in securing $3 million in funding for
the Museum from the State of Califor-
nia in the 2017-2018 State budget.

In 2017, Senator Anthony J.
Portantino initiated the $3 million fund-
ing request for the Armenian American
Museum in the California State Senate
with the support of Senate President
pro Tem Emeritus Kevin de Le6n. The
2017-2018 State budget was approved
by the State Legislature and signed by
Governor Brown with $3 million ear-
marked for the Museum. The major
budget approval brought the State of
California’s total commitment for the
landmark project to $4 million.

“The Armenian American Mu-
seum Board of Trustees are pleased

to announce Senator Anthony J.
Portantino and President pro Tem
Emeritus Kevin de Leon as esteemed
honorees of the Inaugural Gala,”
stated Museum Executive Chairman
Berdj Karapetian. “We look forward
to celebrating our State Senate offi-
cials for spearheading major funding
for the historic community project.”

The Gala will be the signature
event of the year for the Armenian
American Museum. The inaugural event
will bring together donors, supporters,
public officials, and community lead-
ers for a memorable evening to cel-
ebrate and support the landmark
project.

The Armenian American Museum
will be the first world class cultural
and educational center of its kind in
America. The Museum program will
feature a Permanent Armenian Exhibi-
tion, Traveling Multicultural Exhibi-
tions, Performing Arts Theater, Learn-
ing Center, Museum Archives, Café,
and Gift Shop.

Additional Gala honorees and
special guests will be announced in the
coming weeks.

UConn Anthropology Professor Co-Directs
Excavations at Early Pleistocene
Archaeological Site in Northern Armenia

STORRS, CT -- In July 2018,
UConn associate professor of anthro-
pology Daniel Adler and Keith
Wilkinson, University of Winchester,
UK, co-directedexcavations atan Early
Pleistocene archaeological site in north-
ern Armenia known as Hahgtanak-3.
The site documents the earliest human
occupation of Armenia, and may be
more than 1 million years old.

During the excavations, participants

from five countries unearthed stone tools
from deep layers at the site, and sediment
samples were collected for dating and
environmental reconstructions.

The goals of this research are to
excavate highly contextualized ar-
chaeological, chronometric, and
paleoenvironmental data with which
to test hypotheses about the timing
and nature of early human expansion
into the region, the technological abili-

Scottish explorer Steven Sim and
producer Ani Hovannisian will give
two presentations on “The Hidden Map
of Historic Armenia” in Mission Hills
and Fresno on November 10 and 13,
2018.

Scotland-native Steven Sim may
be the most-traveled modern explorer
of the historical Armenian lands in
present-day eastern Turkey. As an
architecture student in Glasgow in the
early 1980’s, Steve decided to spend a
summer among the little-known medi-
eval Armenian monuments of eastern
Turkey rather than the oft-studied land-
marks of Europe. During that first trip,
Steve came across a landscape of aban-
doned architectural masterpieces. What
began as a student project turned into a
life obsession and mission: “It was a land
empty of anybody having interest in it,
and I just happened to stumble upon this
empty land, and decided to make it my
own.” Sim has spent nearly 35 years
documenting the remaining sites and
relics of ‘Turkish Armenia,” traveling
alone every year from Scotland to un-
cover, experience, and commit to
memory the vanishing traces of the
Armenian past. He has, to date, taken
more than 100,000 photographs.

Fiveyears ago, Armenian-Ameri-
can producer and documentarian Ani
Hovannisian met Sim as she was trav-
eling through Turkey to discover the
ancestral homeland she had heard about
all her life from her genocide-survivor
grandparents and historian father Dr.
Richard Hovannisian, among others.

Trekking through cities, towns, and
villages across the country, including
her grandparents’ hometowns, Ani,
by chance, ran into Steve in an old
Armenian house in Kayseri.

The unexpected intersection of
the Scotsman’s and Armenian’s jour-
neys merged into a friendship, and
ultimately into a joint return expedition
and answer to the call of the land, with
Sim continuing to uncover what lies
beneath the modern map of Turkey,
and Hovannisian documenting his story
and that of the people who live there
now. As the testimony of the struc-
tures and the people emerge, so does
evidence revealing the hidden map of
Historic Armenia... and now, the docu-
mentary, The Hidden Map.

The Mission Hills presentation
will be held at Ararat-Eskijian Mu-
seum—Sheen Chapel, 15105 Mission
Hills Road, Mission Hills, CA on Satur-
day November 10, 5.00PM. Co-spon-
sored by the Ararat-Eskijian Museum,
Dr. Meher & Nina Babian, Hamazkayin
Armenian Educational and Cultural So-
ciety (Western Region), the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) / Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation Series on Con-
temporary Armenian Issues, and Nor
Serount Cultural Association.

The Fresno presentation will be
held at University Business Center,
Alice Peters Auditorium, Room 191 on
the Fresno State campus on Tuesday
November 13, 7:30PM. Organized by
Armenian Studies Program.

ties of these groups, and how chang-
ing climates and environments may
have affected this process.

Stone tools are some of the ear-
liest and most easily identifiable arti-
facts made by humans, Adler says,
and are made by flaking off smaller
pieces of stone with a hammerstone. It
is thought early humans used these
tools for various purposes, such as
cutting meat and plants.

By studying these tools, the re-
searchers hope to learn about the early
humans who made and used them, and

understand more about their techno-
logical evolution. Dating of the sedi-
ments in which the tools were found is
done by colleagues at the University of
Glasgow, UK.

In July 2019, Adler’s graduate
students and an international team of
specialists will be joined at Hahgtanak-
3 by a group of UConn undergraduates
enrolled in the Archaeological Field
School in Armenian Prehistory, an
Education Abroad program that trains
students in archaeological excavation
and recording methods.
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Book Printing « Hard Covers « Year Books
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Vahe Atchabahian

1743 E. Elizabeth St. «+ Pasadena, CA 91104
Tel: 626-793-6220 « Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com * www.vaprintmedia.com
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 THANKSGIVING

Dinner Feast and Entertainment

| ONE FULL TURKEY O

N EACH TABLE |

Including Side Dishes and Trimmings

Friday Nov 2, 2018 at Tpm
Pl Eign sl pojypment &

Deadline for

For reservations please call
b2b-4451523

Church Office
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Alice 818 6066606, kKhris:626-2012704

I8 E

Colorado Blvd Pasodena

i1, Ao TiChet

reservalipns (¢t 5 2018

Donation $30
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

Building Together.

Leaving a Legacy.

1'Iu.|rl.nl.5|:li.lp L'l:lluu'ﬂ.l:
Pnjuwhghlhp Fwnwlgnefdpel:

Permanent Traveling Performing Demonstration Learning Museum
Armenian Multicultural Arts Kitchen Center Archives
Exhibition Exhibitions Theater Bruguing pwljwl Meunedbwljwh Fruligwpwih
Zwihwlmh Pl uad g mln Pl Yuwwpnmgwljmb fnbwling Yhnpnl wipfupolbp
dpmwlwh ppypnch wpnihump

gnigwbwhgpku grigwlbwlnbulibp Buwwmpnl

Pujppnpipng Zwp-Ldbphlkwl The Armenian American Museum and
P wlig wpulip b UpmlnePughl Yhgpalp Cultural Center of California is a historic
aguesnilorlpel gl Bfk B, np plih landmark developing in the City of

Glendale. The center will share our
story, preserve our culture, and
strengthen the community. Take part in
building the first world class museum
and cultural center of its kind in

fwnnegneh I—llhﬁml;”_ punuphl Jkg:
bknpnlp hp Lkphwjuglt dep
wunndncfdfilip, hp wywloywhl dbp
Wpuwlynifp, ke hp qopuwghk dhp Luwnlwlpp:

Vwulnulghgt’ p wnwyhl hupgh wiu America. Join and support the
Lwdwppimpbwpl b Upwlnefwpl Groundbreaking Campaign by
Puwlgupwbh ke Yhgpabp Junnognodpl: contributing today.

DONATE YOUR $10 TODAY

TEXT “MUSEUM"” TO 20222
OR VISIT JOINAAM.ORG

MAILING ADDRESS: 104 NORTH BELMONT STREET, SUITE 205, GLENDALE, CA 21206
The Armenian American Museum and Cultural Center of California is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Your donation is tax-deductible allowed by law. Federal Tax ID: 47-24565341.
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