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Nikol Pashinian Reappointed Armenian Prime Minister

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Nikol
Pashinian has been appointed to a sec-
ond term as prime minister of Armenia
after his political alliance scored a
landslide victory in snap parliamentary
elections.

President Armen Sarkisian signed
the relevant decree on January 14 as
the new 132-seat parliament convened
for its first session.

“Congratulations, Mr. prime min-
ister,” Sarkisian told Pashinian at the
presidential palace, adding: “Y our suc-
cess is our country’s success, our
people’s, everyone’s success — in-
cluding my own.”

“] want to emphasize that the
main political change anticipated in

Armenia has already happened: power
has been fully returned to the people
and democracy has been established in
Armenia,” Pashinian said for his part.

Under the Armenian constitution,
Pashinian has to name members of his
cabinet and ask the president to for-
mally appoint them within the next five
days. He will then have 20 days to
submit the government’s five-year
policy program to the parliament. The
program’s approval by the National
Assembly will amount to a vote of
confidence.

It is expected that most of the
current cabinet members — including
Defense Minister Davit Tonoyan and
Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian

Armenia's Ambassador Varuzan Nersesyan
Presents Credentials to President Rump
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USPresident Donald J. Trump and Ambassador Varuzhan Nersesyan

at the Oval Office

WASHINGTON, DC -- On Janu-
ary 11th, 2019, Ambassador of the
Republic of Armenia Varuzhan
Nersesyan presented his credentials to
the President of the United States
Donald J. Trump.

Ambassador Nersesyan con-
veyed to President Trump the best
regards on behalf of the President,
Prime Minister and the people of Ar-
menia and noted that it is a great
honor and responsibility for him to

represent Armenia in the United States
during this crucial period.

During a brief conversation at
the credentialing ceremony President
Trump and Ambassador Nersesyan
highlighted the steps towards expand-
ingbilateral relations between Armenia
and the United States in various areas.
The interlocutors emphasized the role
of the Armenian-American commu-
nity in enhancing the friendship be-
tween the two nations.

— will retain their posts. Outgoing
First Deputy Prime Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan and Culture Minister Lilit
Makunts have resigned to take up se-
nior positions in the parliament.

Pashinian is expected to make
major changes in the government’s
structure. A controversial bill circu-
lated by his office last month calls for
reducing the number of ministries from
17 to 12. The post of first deputy
prime minister would be abolished al-
together.

Pashinian’s My Step alliance won
more than 70 percent of the vote in the
December 9 election and now holds 88
seats in the legislature.

Holding a majority in the single-
chamber parliament has increased
Pashinian’s power to pursue stated
goals such as tackling corruption and
reforming the economy of the South
Caucasus country of 3 million.

The Prosperous Armenia Party
(BHK) holds 26 seats and Bright Arme-
nia holds 18 seats, while the HHK
failed to clear the 5 percent threshold
needed to secure parliamentary seats.

Armen Sarkissian, who has
largely ceremonial powers, called on
Pashinian’s government to carry out
“many serious reforms in all areas”
when he addressed the newly elected
parliament earlier on Monday.

“The first phase of the political
changes ends with the formation of the
new National Assembly and the new
government,” said the president. “A
new phase starts: one of realization of
hopes and promises and hard, consis-
tent and daily work.”

“You have received ample op-
portunities to put into practice the

Continued onpage 2

Vladimir Putin

Congratulates
Nikol Pashinian

MOSCOW — The President of
the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin
sent a telegram of congratulations to-
day to Nikol Pashinian on his appoint-
ment as Prime Minister of Armenia,
the Kremlin official website reported.

Vladimir Putin underscored, in
particular, that the two countries’ re-
lations are based on good traditions of
friendship and mutual respect: Russia
and Armenia have built up consider-
able experience of fruitful cooperation
in different spheres.

“l hope that our dialogue and
constructive joint efforts will help us
further strengthen the Russian-Arme-
nianallied relations, as well as promote
integration processes in the Eurasian
space. It undoubtedly meets the best
interests of our brotherly peoples,” the
message reads.

Putin noted the “convincing vic-
tory” of Pashinian’s My Step alliance
in the December 9 elections when
they last met in Moscow on Decem-
ber 27. “I want to wish you success
in the realization of all objectives
which you set for yourself and your
team,” he said.

World Bank: Armenia’s Economy to
Accelerate in 2020 and 2021

WASHINGTON, DC — Eco-
nomic growth in Armenia eased to an
estimated 5.3 percent in 2018 and will
slow down further this year before
accelerating in 2020 and 2021, the
World Bank said late on Tuesday.

In its latest Global Economic
Prospects report, the bank also fore-
cast weaker growth in many other
countries in Europe and Central Asia.
“Growth in the eastern part of the
region is also anticipated to slow as
large economies including Russia,
Kazakhstan, and Ukraine deceler-
ate,” it said.

The report cites “downside
risks” to this outlook. “Increases in
policy uncertainty could undermine
confidence in the region and impact
growth,” it says. “A slowdown or
reversal of ongoing structural re-
forms remains a risk in many coun-
tries in the region, especially in Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Ukraine,

and Turkey.”

The report further warns of
possible spillover effects of Turkey’s
current financial troubles. “While di-
rect linkages between Turkey and
the rest of the region are small, an
intensification of financial turbulence
there could lead investors to reevalu-
ate their exposure to the region, likely
leading to capital outflows, currency
depreciations and rising borrowing
costs,” it explains.

The World Bank projected lower
growth rates for Armenia in its previ-
ous global report released this sum-
mer. It said that the Armenian
economy will expand by 4 percent in
2018 and 2019.

Thebank’s latest report estimates
the country’s 2018 growth at 5.3 per-
cent. According to its projections,
growth will slow to 4.3 percent in

Continued on page 4



Massis Weekly

Judge Recuses Herself from Hearing
Kocharian’s Bail Plea

YEREVAN -- A district court
judge in Yerevan on Thursday ac-
cepted prosecutors’ demand to stop
considering granting bail to former
Armenian president Robert Kocharian
prosecuted on coup charges.

Nelly Baghdasarian’s decision
means that another judge will decide
whether Kocharian should be freed
pending investigation into his role in
the deadly breakup of 2008 opposition
protests.

Kocharian was arrested for a sec-
ond time on December 7. His lawyers
asked the court to release him on bail,
arguing, among other things, that he
did not attempt to obstruct justice after
being set free in August.

Baghdasarian opened hearings on
the appeal on December 28. The pros-

ecutors demanded that another judge
take over the case when the hearings
resumed on Wednesday.

According to one of Kocharian’s
lawyers, Hayk Alumian, they argued
that Baghdasarian had recused herself
from dealing with another suspect in
the 2008 unrest case because of a
possible conflict of interest.

Another defense lawyer, Aram
Orbelian, criticized Baghdasarian’s
decision, saying that the judge
“avoided administering justice.”
Orbelian said the judge should not
have taken up the case in the first
place if she had really felt that she
cannot be impartial.

It wasnot immediately clear when
the court will assign another judge to
rule on Kocharian’s bail request.

Moscow Slams Azeri Travel Ban
on Russian Armenians

MOSCOW (RFE/RL) — Russia
again demanded on Friday that
Azerbaijan stop barring Russian citi-
zens of Armenian descent from visit-
ing the South Caucasus country, say-
ing that the practice is “incompatible
with friendly relations between the
two countries.”

“We have repeatedly raised this
issue with the Azerbaijani side and said
that such instances are becoming a
tradition, a bad and wrong tradition,”
said Maria Zakharova, the Russian
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman.

“In our view, such facts consti-
tute a blatant violation of the rights of
Russian citizens,” Zakharova told a
news briefing in Moscow.

“The Russian Foreign Ministry
has repeatedly brought the Azerbaijani
side’s attention to the unacceptability
of the existing situation. We have de-
manded an end to detentions and
expulsions.The practice is incompat-
ible with friendly ties between the two
countries.”

The Azerbaijani government has
long maintained a travel ban for not
only Armenia’s citizens but also ethnic
Armenians from other countries be-
cause of the unresolved Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. It considers any Ar-
menian presence on Azerbaijani soil a
security risk and an affront to the
country’s honor and territorial integrity.

According to Zakharova, in 2018
there were at least 16 cases of Russian
nationals denied entry to Azerbaijan
“on ethnic grounds.”

The most recent of them was
reported late last month. Kristina
Gevorkyan, an ethnic Armenian holder
of a Russian passport, said that she
was held in detention at Baku’s Heydar

Aliyev international airport for 13 hours
before being deported to Russia.

Moscow already publicly de-
nounced the practice in July 2017. Re-
acting to that criticism, an Azerbaijani
Foreign Ministry spokesman cited
continuing “Armenian occupation” of
Azerbaijani territory.

“Unfortunately, some ethnic Ar-
menian individuals display ethnically
motivated hostility, and that is why we
take certain measures,” he said at the
time.

Incidentally, Russia’s longtime
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov was
born to an ethnic Armenian father.
Lavrov visits Baku on a regular basis.

The Azerbaijani ban also applies
to presumed or actual ethnic Arme-
nians from Turkey, Azerbaijan’s clos-
est ally. In 2014, a Turkish arm-wres-
tler called Zafer Noyan was reportedly
barred from entering Azerbaijan and
participating in a major competition
there because of his last name which
officials at the Baku airport felt is
Armenian. Noyan was forced to flow
back to Istanbul despite his assur-
ances that he is not of Armenian origin.

Nikol Pashinian Reappointed Prime Minister

Continued frompage 1

ideas of the ‘velvet revolution,’ to live
up to the society’s expectations and to
build a new Armenia,” he told the 132
lawmakers representing My Step and
the Prosperous Armenia and Bright
Armenia parties.

On the same day, Armenia’s new

parliament unanimously chose a close
associate of Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian as its speaker at its inaugural.
The new speaker, Ararat
Mirzoyan, is a 39-year-old former
scholar who became the country’s
first deputy prime minister follow-
ing last spring’s mass protests that
brought Pashinian to power.

January 19, 2019

Russian Defense Ministry ‘Covers up Report’
on Armenian Soldier’s Death in Syria

MOSCOW (Tert.am) -- Russia’s
Ministry of Defense is facing media
criticism over a failure to report an
ethnic Armenian servicemen’s death
in Syria in late 2018.

Armen Aroustamyan, a junior ser-
geant who was dispatched to the coun-
try on his second mission, was killed
on November 2, according to BBC
Russian.

Official reports suggest that he
died in an anti-tank mine explosion in
Ash Shula, Deir ez-Zor.

The Moscow-based Novaya
Gazeta was the first to report the
incident which, however, was later
dismissed as fake by the Federal New
Agency. The source downplayed the
fatality as an "operation to explode
confiscated banned weaponry".

The Russian Defense Ministry
and the Russian military command in
Syriarefrained from further comments.

The Ministry issued its latest re-
port on casualties in Syria on Septem-
ber 17.

Arustamyan’s death is said to
have remained unreported "due to rea-
sons yet to be clarified".

A death report provided to the
family says the serviceman was killed
in a special mine-sewn traffic control
barrier explosion. His death is thought
to have occurred after a failed attempt

to lift the barrier which immediately
fell, causing four mines' explosion.

Aroustamyan's family is said to
be suspicious about the official re-
ports.

“An anti-tank mine cannot possi-
bly go off when dropped from an
altitude which isn’t quite high. It is a
different thing if all that has to do with
advertising Russian weaponry.

The Russian rockets, airplanes
and tanks which are sent to Syria are
new, whereas the arms supplies, pro-
jectiles and mines dating from the So-
viet period should have been destroyed
long ago. A poor-quality mine could
have exploded if dropped from such a
low altitude,” arelative of Aroustamyan,
formerly associated with the Armed
Forces, is quoted as saying.

Aroustamyan’s brother who also
talked to BBC Russian accounts for the
unreported death by the Ministry’s
attempt to avoid "panicking volunteers"
preparing to join the Syrian military
operations.

An estimated 100 Russians sol-
diers are thought to have died since the
launch of the Russian military’s opera-
tions in the country in 2015. Reuters’
estimates suggest even a higher toll.
President Vladimir Putinis said to have
issued a confidential order to underre-
port their losses in Syria.

Spain Arrests 28 Players Connected to
Armenian Tennis Match-Fixing Gang

MADRID -- Spanish police have
arrested 15 people, and said another 68
have been investigated, as part of probe
into tennis match-fixing by an Arme-
nian criminal gang.

In a statement released on Thurs-
day, the Spanish Civil Guard said that 28
of those 83 people are professional ten-
nis players, one of whom took part in the
last U.S. Open. The statement doesn’t
name any of the individuals who have
been investigated or detained.

"The suspects bribed professional
players to guarantee predetermined re-
sults and used the identities of thou-
sands of citizens to bet on the pre-
arranged matches," Europol said.

Once they bribed the players, the
Armenian network members attended
the matches to ensure that the tennis
players complied with what was previ-
ously agreed, and gave orders to other
members of the group to go ahead with
the bets placed at national and interna-
tional level.

Atleast 97 ITF Futures and Chal-

lenger matches were fixed, it said.

The Civil Guard said that the
operation had been prompted by com-
plaints from the Tennis Integrity Unit,
the sport’s anti-corruption body. Law
enforcement began to investigate a
Spanish player, which led to the Arme-
nian group.

According to the Civil Guard,
which investigated the corruption along
with Europol and Spanish tax authori-
ties, the match-fixing group had been
operating since at least February 2017,
generating millions of dollars in profit.
During the operation, police searched 11
addresses in Spain, finding €167,000, a
handgun, stolen identity documents, jew-
elry, more than 50 electronic devices,
and five luxury vehicles. Law enforce-
ment froze 42 bank accounts.

As has been repeated in numer-
ous reports and investigations into cor-
ruption in tennis, match-fixing is ram-
pant in lower levels of professional
tennis where many thousands of play-
ers don’t make any money.
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Oxford Armenian Studies Launches
‘Research Notes’

OXFORD, UK -- Oxford Arme-
nian Studies launched short video “Re-
search Notes” featuring Armenian stud-
ies scholars in the Faculty of Oriental
Studies at University of Oxford.

Prof. Theo Maarten van Lint
(Calouste Gulbenkian Professor of
Armenian Studies), Dr. Hratch
Tchilingirian (Associate Faculty) and
Dr. David Zakarian (British Academy
Fellow) highlight various aspects of
their current research in these audio-
visual notes.

“This new initiative aims to
reach a wider audience beyond
academia and to draw attention to the
depth and scope of Armenian studies
by providing a snippet of a subject or
research findings,” explained Hratch
Tchilingirian, who conceived and pro-
duced the clips.

The five “Research Notes” posted
on social media so far have reached
some ten thousand people online.

In “Research Notes 17, Prof. van
Lint speaks about his intellectual and
academic journey into Armenian stud-
ies. In three additional clips (Notes 2, 3
and 4), he presents highlights of his
work on medieval Armenian authors.
Dr. Zakarian speaks about his research

in medieval colophons (Notes 5) and
women in 5th century Armenia (Notes
6). In Notes 7, Dr. Tchilingirian speaks
about his research on identity and notes
a “connection” to chess in 12th century
Armenia and, in Notes 8, discusses dea-
conesses in the Armenian Church.

All “Research Notes™ are on Ox-
ford Armenian Studies (OAS) Y outube
channel and accessible through the
following links:

Research Notes 1—Theo Maarten
van Lint: the making ofan Armenologist

Research Notes 2—Theo Maarten
van Lint: Narek in Dutch

Research Notes 3—Theo Maarten
van Lint: Grigor Magistros, an 11th
century prince poet scholar

Research Notes 4—Theo Maarten
van Lint: Ezekiel’s Vision

Research Notes 5—David
Zakarian: Medieval colophons

Research Notes 6—David
Zakarian: Women in 5th century Ar-
menia

Research Notes 7—Hratch
Tchilingirian: identity and a ‘connec-
tion’ to 12th c. chess in Armenia?

Research Notes 8—Hratch
Tchilingirian: Female deacons in the
Armenian Church.

GATE

AR JJVAN AVEﬁSYAN

Gate to Heaven a Film by Jivan Avetisyan

Director Jivan Avetisyan from
Armenia has been inspired to tell Ar-
menian stories especially those from
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) from a
young age through his Arthouse films
that have received international recog-
nition at various film festivals. Jivan
believes that while film is a source of
entertainment, they are also a powerful
medium of educating the mass.

Gate to Heaven, is director Jivan
Avetisyan’s third feature film. The
films backdrop takes place in Artsakh
with a storyline of a German photo-

journalist, played by Richard Sammel,
who returns to Artsakh in 2016 to
cover the war, which reignited after a
22-year ceasefire with its neighbouring
country, Azerbaijan. In the result of
his journalistic investigation, Robert
meets a young opera singer, who hap-
pens to be the daughter of missing
photojournalist whom he had aban-
doned in captivity during the fall of the
village of Talish in 1992. Robert and
Sophia’s frequent rendezvouses leads
to a passionate romance...

Richard Sammel, has starred in
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Armenia Most Improved Country in
Democracy Index 2018
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LONDON — Armenia saw the
most improvement among all “hybrid
regime” countries in Eastern Europe in
2018, raising its score to 4.79, from4.11
in 2017. This led to a jump in its ranking
from 111 to 103, according to the elev-
enth edition of the Democracy Index,
compiled by the Economist Intelligence
Unit (EIU), which reveals that political
participation is on the rise in almost
every region of the world. Whilst clearly
disillusioned with formal political institu-
tions, the population has turned anger
into action, and turned out to vote, and to
protest, it says.

The reportsays the “Velvet Revo-
lution” against an attempt by Serzh
Sarkisian, the former president, to stay
in power by switching to the post of
prime minister resulted in the appoint-
ment of Nikol Pashinian, an opposition
leader, as prime minister.

It says Pashinian’s opposition
coalition subsequently swept the
Yerevan municipal election and won a
staggering 70% of the vote in a parlia-
mentary election in December 2018.
These developments, and Pashinian’s
subsequent anti-corruption campaign,
improved the country’s scores for
government accountability and trans-
parency.

They also resulted in a vast im-

provement in citizens’ perception of cor-
ruption and confidence in the govern-
ment and political parties. The Velvet
Revolutionresulted in an increase in voter
turnout and in the percentage of citizens
actively participating in demonstrations
to remove Sarkisian from power.

Armenia’s neighbors Georgia
(89th) and Turkey (110th) are also in
the same group of “hybrid regimes”.
Azerbaijan (149th) and Russia (144th)
are listed among “authoritarian re-
gimes”. Among former Soviet repub-
lics, Armenia is behind only Moldova
(79th), Ukraine (84th) and Georgia
(89th). The Index is topped by Nor-
way, Iceland, Sweden, New Zealand
and Denmark. Syria and Northern
Korea are on the bottom of the list.

The EIU Democracy Index pro-
vides a snapshot of the state of world
democracy for 165 independent states
and two territories. The Democracy
Index is based on five categories: elec-
toral process and pluralism; civil liber-
ties; the functioning of government;
political participation; and political cul-
ture. Based on their scores on 60
indicators within these categories, each
country is then itself classified as one
of four types of regime: full democ-
racy; flawed democracy; hybrid re-
gime; and authoritarian regime.

over 100 films, including Quentin
Tarantino’s “Inglourious Basterds”,
Roberto Begnini’s “Life is Beautiful”,
Martin Campbell’s “Casino Royale”,
American vampire series ‘“The Strain” by
Guillermo dell Toro and many other films.
In 2012, he won “Best Actor” at the
Syracuse International Film Festival in
New Y ork for his performance in Ruggero
Dipaola’s “Apartment in Athens”.

Jivan Avetisyan’s previous films,
Tevanik and The Last Inhabitant have
received numerous accolades and
awards. Tevanik has won over ten
awards in International Film Festivals
including the Xian, Silk Road Interna-
tional Film Festival- China “Best
Viewer’s Choice” Award and Italy’s
International Overload Film Festival-
Juries Prize for “Most Original Work.”

The Last Inhabitant, Jivan
Avetisyan’s second feature film, was
considered for the 74th Golden Globe
Awards (2017). Recognized by A-Class
International Film Festivals including

Save

Support
Sustain

Shanghai and Venice International Film
Festivals (2017); Awarded Best Feature
Film at the Scandinavian International
Film Festival in Helsinki, Finland (Octo-
ber 2017); The film has been purchased
and licensed by HBO to air in Eastern
European countries. The Last Inhab-
itant, also features Homayoun Ershad,
who played the lead role in Taste of
Cherry by Abbas Kiarostami and was
awarded the Palme d’Or at the 1997
Cannes Film Festival.

Jivan Avetisyan’s team contin-
ues its efforts to complete the film
about Artsakh. The film is a co-pro-
duction between Armenia, Lithuania,
Germany and France. Art enthusiasts
and non-profit organizations who have
an interest in the Arts took part in the
creation of the film about Artsakh/
Armenia. The production team has
also launched a Crowdfunding cam-
paign on GoFundMe to help with post-
production funding.
www.gatetoheaven.am

Syrian Armenian Relief Fund
P. 0. Box 1948
Glendale, CA 91209-1948

www.syrianarmenianrelieffund.org
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A Tribute to Civic Engagement
Through Service

BY SONA ZEITLIAN

On Saturday, December 15,
2018, AGBU Hye Geen and Young
Circle organized a festive evening
named “Season of Joy” at the newly
renovated and beautifully decorated
Tamar and Vatche Manoukian Cultural
Center in Pasadena. The gathering
marked an important milestone — 25"
anniversary of AGBU Hye Geen and
Young Circle’s activities of serving
disadvantaged communities and
strengthening civic society by imple-
menting UN Millenium Development
Goals in California and Armenia.

The welcoming remarks were
made by Talin Yacoubian, Chair of
AGBU Western District. She congratu-
lated AGBU Hye Geenand Y oung Circle
on their 25™ anniversary and com-
mended them for their record setting
civic engagement, their dedicated
volunteerism in keeping with AGBU’s
legacy of serving the national well-
being.

Then it was the turn of the event’s
organizing committee representative
Vania Vartzbedian-Gordian to intro-
duce the guest speaker, Ms. Karen
Papazian, Director of Development and
Outreach at the AGBU Global Head-
quarters. Most prominently, Ms.
Papazian has spearheaded fundraising
for such AGBU Central Board projects
as the Scholarship program, Children’s
Centers in Armenia and Fund for
Artsakh. She has also developed part-
nerships for various initiatives and
supported AGBU Chapters.

Ms. Papazian began by stressing
that, as the “unwavering champion of
the Armenian people,” AGBU has re-
mained rooted in our Homeland and
has carried out its mission of civic
engagement through volunteers. She
spoke highly of “active citizens intent
on promoting innovative ideas to bring
about much needed change.” She val-
ued the commitment of “volunteers
with a purpose,” who join forces with
like-minded activists to form working
groups, then organize fundraisers and
raise awareness about issues affecting
the community. They are all focused on
improving lives, inspiring confidence
and making meaningful contributions to
raise the standard of living. Ms. Papazian
urged everyone to be “compassionate

volunteers”, to show public spirit and
strive for social solidarity.

Elizabeth Kabanyan, another
member of the event’s organizing com-
mittee, read a congratulatory message
from Prof. Ludmilla Haroutunyan,
AGBU Hye Geen and Young Circle’s
Armenia coordinator. The Professor
referred to the expanded services of
the five Pregnant Women’s Centers in
Armenia and dwelt on the success of
the newly developed programs about
child-parent and marital relationships,
as well as training young women for
marriage, for smooth relations with
mothers-in-law to strengthen family
solidarity.

The organizing committee of the
festive evening had a lively entertain-
ment program in store with the partici-
pation of the Anoush Dance Ensemble
under the leadership of Anoush
Markarian, as well as the popular singer
Lou Varoujan. The audience thoroughly
enjoyed the vigor of the youthful danc-
ers and the rich repertoire of the singer.

AGBU Hye Geen and Young
Circle’s “Season of Joy” proved to be
an event to remember. As a gesture of
his appreciation, a longtime supporter
of the organization’s flagship projects,
Mr. Harout Bronozian announced his
intention of sponsoring a sixth Preg-
nant Women’s Center in Armenia the
town Massis. A most meaningful gift
of enduring value on AGBU Hye Geen
and Young Circle’s 25" anniversary.

The evening was a real celebra-
tion of the Season of Joy. The organiz-
ing committee headed by Manuella
Kossayan is to be commended for
excellent teamwork. One and all did
their utmost to achieve a memorable
tribute to the spirit of civic engage-
ment through service.

World Bank: Armenia’s Economy to Accelerate

Continued frompage 1

2019 but stand at 4.6 percent in the
following years.

By comparison, the Armenian
government forecast a 4.9 percent
growth rate in its 2019 state budget
approved by the parliament in Novem-
ber.

Armenian growth accelerated to
7.5 percent in 2017, according to offi-
cial statistics. It hit 9.7 percent in the
first quarter of 2018, just before the
start of weeks of mass protests that
led to the resignation of the country’s
longtime leader, Serzh Sarkisian.

Political opponents of Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian, the protest leader
who came to power in May, have
seized upon those figures to criticize

his economic record. They claim that
his government’s policies are scaring
away investors.

Pashinian and his associates dis-
miss the criticism. They say that the
new government has already succeeded
in practically eradicating corruption
and breaking up economic monopolies
that have long hampered Armenia’s
development.

Economy Minister Tigran
Khachatrian insisted in November
that the “velvet revolution” will ben-
efit the domestic economy in the
longer term.

“Therevolution hasled toa greater
degree of economic freedom, easier
access to the markets and more equal
competition,” Khachatrian told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service. “These are
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“The Sins of the Fathers”
by Siobhan Nash-Marshall to Be Presented
in Glendale & Pasadena

The Sins
of the Fathers

GLENDALE — The general pub-
lic, public educators and researchers,
and community leaders are cordially
invited to a lecture and book presenta-
tion, “The Sins of the Fathers: Turkish
Denialism and the Armenian Genocide”
by Siobhan Nash-Marshall, to be held on
Thursday, January 31st at 7:30 pm at
Abril Bookstore @ 415 E. Broadway in
Glendale, CA 91205 and on Friday, Feb-
ruary 1st at 7:30 pm at Armenian Cilicia
Evangelical Church @ 339 S. Santa
Anita Ave., Pasadena, CA 91107.

Sioban Nash-Marshall holds the
Mary T. Clark Chair of Christian Phi-
losophy at Manhattanvile College. Au-
thor of many academic books and
articles on metaphysics and the prob-
lem of evil, she has also written books
and articles for the general public-Joan
of Arc: A Spiritual Biography and What
it Takes to be Free: Religion and the
Roots of Democracy.

In recent years, Nash-Marshall
has devoted a lot of attention to geno-
cide and genocide negationism. The
Sins of the Fathers is her first book-
length treatment of the topic. After the
breakout of the war in Syria, Nash-
Marshall and some friends founded
CINF, the Christians In Need Founda-
tion, through which they attempt to
help ancient Christian cultures of the
world which are presently in peril.

Antonia Aslan, international best-
selling author of Skylark Farm and
Professor at the University of Padova,
has the following comment on The
Sins of the Fathers: “Through the ex-
emplary case of the Armenian Geno-

The Sins of the Fathers

Turkish Denialism
and the

Armenian Genocide

with author

Siobhan Nash-Marshall

cide, this extraordinary book delivers a
powerful and piercing portrait of the
treachery, trabisons des clercs, and
destruction that modern philosophy’s
refusal of its daimon has wrought
upon the world.”

Taner Akcam, Professor of His-
tory, Robert Aram, Marianne
Kaloosdian and Stephen and Marian
Mugar, Chairs of Armenian Genocide
Studies, have the following comments:
” Philosopher Siobhan Nash-Marshall’s
Sins of the Fathers is ...a much needed
book. It goes beyond the classical
explanation of Turkish denialism,
which is the distinct peculiarity of the
Armenian Genocide, and is a major
contribution to the field of Armenian
Genocide studies.”

The Sins of the Fathers will be
presented in the English language by
the author, Siobhan Nash-Marshall.
The book has been translated and pub-
lished in Armenian and Italian. Rita
Mahdessian & Helen Haig will present
the lecturer.There will be a short cul-
tural program presented by Marian
Pachanian.

The event is organized by coop-
eration of Abril Bookstore, Ararat
Foundation ( A non profit Educational,
Social, Cultural & Humanitarian Orga-
nization ) , CINF ( Christians In Need
Foundation ) and Armenian Cilicia
Evangelical Church in Pasadena.

Admission to the event is free of
charge and the public is encouraged to
attend this very interesting lecture and
book presentation. For information you
may contact 1-818-303-5566.

factors that could and should create a
more favorable environment for in-

vestment-related decisions. But they
can’t produce results at once.”

MEMBER

Nationar NoTtary AsSsocIaTION
Norary PusLic

Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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Curiosity is always on the itinerary.

Tatev,

Geghard  and
monasteries,  Amberd
charming resort town of Dilijan, Lake
Sevan, and Van Ardi winery. You will
I also tour the picturesque town of Goris,

Delve Deeper With an Armenian Teacher

Unforgettable Expeditions Reveal Even More With a Teacher as Your Guide.

Vi o TS HISTORY & CULTURE (and EXQUISITE CUISINE)
+. . Vardavar Day in Armenia

- Itinerary: 14 days
Departs: July 15,2019
_ Travelers: 48

Join award-winning Armenian language and literature teacher
Morayr Daduryan for a trip to Armenia to celebrate Vardavar, the
ancient water festival dedicated to the goddess Astghik. On this
once-in-a-lifetime journey, you will travel on the lush highlands
of Armenia and Artsakh, immersing
yourself deep into history along the
' way. Some of the highlights include
Gami temple, Etchmiadzin cathedral,

Noravank
castle, the

plant trees, and practice your weaving skills wath the traditional
Armenian carpets! All tours available in Armenian and English.

For reservation & information, contact Christine at European Travel 818-842-7500 ext. 105 or N. Daduryan at norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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Rep. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian
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Armenian Heritage Committee
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