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Atlantic Council: Deceptive “Fact-Checking” Groups
Spread Fake News Against Armenian Government Online

YEREVAN (ArmInfo — A sys-
tematic campaign is being conducted
against the Prime Minister and the Gov-
ernment of Armenia in social networks,
the traces of which lead to Russia, Atlan-
tic Council authoritative US think tank
states as reported by the Armenian
service of ” RFE/RL “.

In a published investigation, ex-
perts of the Digital Forensic Research
Lab of the organization note that the
velvetrevolutionin Armenia last May, on
the one hand, restored public confidence
in the government, paving the way for
democratic change, on the other hand,
united those who opposed political
change. As the investigation shows, in
the recent months, some opponents united
under the hashtag #SutNikol (Nikol>,
Ed. note) and started a complex online
campaign aimed at discrediting Nikol
Pashinyan and his supporters by dis-
seminating disinformation and biased in-
formation. According to experts, these
groups use a special method of mislead-
ing the public — seeming as an impartial
organization checking facts to instill
confidence in users of social networks
and gather followers, then they distrib-
ute unilateral and divisive statements about
political events.

“These actions are not sincere, and
they are becoming more and more ac-
tive,” the expert report says, in which, in
particular, it is noted that since April 15,
the hashtag #SutNikol began to spread in
the Armenian online media space. Inves-
tigating the source, experts of the Atlan-

tic Council identified 4 persons affiliated
with it, who are mainly responsible for
the content and distribution, namely: the

founder of AntiFake.am Narek
Samsonyan, the founders of Adequate
Artur Danielyan and Narek Malyan and
the founder of Blognews Konstantin
Ter-Nakalyan. “Adequate” is represented
as a cultural center, which allegedly
“represents what the Azatutyun is silent
about (Armenian service” RFE”, e/Radio
Liberty ed. note)”. The page was created
after the revolution in June last year and
distributes a significant number of vid-
eos with Artur Danielyan, who allegedly
represents illegal actions or false state-
ments by the Pashinyan government,
spicing it up with anti-American rheto-
ric. “For example, in one of the videos
Danielyan accuses Pashinyan of having
an army of fake users, in another video
he questions the budget statistics pre-
sented by the prime minister, or, for
example, his policy in the energy sec-
tor,” experts say , stressing that such
allegations are not based on sound evi-
dence, but on messages from friendly
media. On another page, AntiFake.am,
it is stated that “the core of the latest
events in Armenia is false information,
propaganda and manipulation.” At the
same time, the website states that its
purpose is to disclose unfulfilled prom-
ises, false information, manipulation,
propaganda, publishing news in the air
and checking their authenticity.
“Contrary to the statements on
independence and neutrality, the content

Bipartisan Group of Legislators
Ask President Trump to Directly Affirm
the Armenian Genocide

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A biparti-
san group of legislators sent a letter to
President Donald Trump expressing their
disappointment in his April 24th state-
ment, and asked him to directly affirm
the Armenian Genocide, reported the
Armenian Assembly of America.

Shepherded by Congressional Cau-
cus on Armenian Issues Co-Chair Rep.
Jackie Speier (D-CA), the letter is signed
by 28 Members of Congress, including
the Caucus leadership: Reps. Gus Bilirakis
(R-FL), Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), Peter
King (R-NY), and Adam Schiff (D-CA).

"We want to express our disap-
pointment that your statement did not

directly acknowledge the Armenian Geno-
cide as President Ronald Reagan did
during his presidency. However, there is
no wrong day to recognize the Armenian
Genocide. We hope you will consider
future opportunities to pay fitting tribute
to the memory of those targeted for their
faith, those who perished and those who
survived, as well as to the brave men and
women in our military, who continue to
proudly serve our country and defend
our most cherished ideals and freedoms,"
the letter to President Trump read.

The letter also references the he-

Continued onpage 3

of AntiFake.am is mainly focused on
discrediting Pashinyan, — experts of the
Atlantic Council say, continuing: — The
most discussed articles on the page
contain political comments that divide
society, unsubstantiated reports that say
that Pashinyan visited the plant, which
does not exist, or that Pashinyan at-
tributes to himself the successes of the
previous government. ” At the same
time, experts noted another trend: both
pages, in addition to the political cam-
paign, also focused on the fight against
vaccination, in particular, the Gardasil
vaccine, presenting obviously false in-
formation about it. Inthe Western media
there is an opinion that the anti-vaccina-
tion campaign has begun and is spon-
sored by Russia. This, however, is not
the only fact that indicates external inter-
ference. Experts of the Atlantic Council
claim that they have found clear evi-
dence that, at least, AntiFake.am is not
fully controlled from Armenia. Studying
the domain shows that the web address
of the page is registered in Russia — in St.
Petersburg. Moreover, experts note that
the registration data of this domain and
the person responsible for it on whois.net
are closed.

U.S., Armenia Hold
‘Strategic’ Talks

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- The United
States promised $16 million in fresh
assistance to Armenia on Tuesday after
senior officials from the two countries
held talks in Yerevan described by them
as “strategic dialogue.”

The delegations led by U.S. Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State George Kent
and Armenia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Grigor Hovannisian discussed a wide
range of issues and pledged to strive for
closer bilateral ties.

“The conversation today started
with talking about how Armenia can
reform its justice system and improve
anti-corruption activity,” Kent told re-
porters. “By the end we were talking
about clean water, protecting the envi-
ronmentally endangered animals and dif-
ferent possibilities of energy generation.”

“I think it shows how many issues
we talked about and the possibilities of
the U.S. and Armenia working together
based on shared values and shared inter-
ests,” he said at a joint news conference
with Hovannisian.

Regional security was also on the

Continued onpage 3

FM Mnatsakanyan:

It’s for Israel to Decide Whether They Want
to Recognize Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN (News.am)— The Ar-
menian nation still faces pressure of
denied justice, and my people have been
going through this phenomenon all these
years, Armenian Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan said in an interview with
Israel’s KAN NEWS.

“It’s not a matter of me being
surprised [why Israel did not recognize
genocide]. We are victorious people. We
were supposed to be wiped out from the
face of the Earth, but we are a confident
nation, confident communities all over
the world, thriving and strong, having
civilizational impact,” he said.

He is confident that the question of
denied justice is more than the question
of Armenians.

“It is the question of humanity. It is
for Israel to decide whether they want to
recognize it or not. It is not about Arme-
nia, itis aboutIsrael,” Armenian FM said.

Asked in what way it is about
Israel, Mnatsakanyan said “in in a way
that it is the question of contribution to
prevention of genocide, contribution to
human consciousness and human rights”.

“It is on our collective human con-
sciousness that we do not add meaning
to our determination not to allow it hap-
pen ever again. Never again has not
materialized into something tangible,” he
added.

Mnatsakanyan stressed that Arme-
nia, as a nation, has been a contributor to
prevention of genocides.

“I think it is a collective duty to
continue investing in whichever way we
can in order to reduce the risks of repeti-
tion of what our nations faced in their
history,” he added.

Touching upon continued Israeli
arms sales to Azerbaijan, Mnatsakanyan
said that what is arms trade for Israel is
a weapon of death for our people.

“We have been witnessing the use
of such weapons against our people, and
we have losses because of your weap-
ons. So you understand how we look at
it,” Mntasakanyan emphasized.

He went on to explain that Armenia
is a very security conscious nation.

“And I am sure that you will under-
stand very well what is meant by security
consciousness. We have been be and we

Continued onpage 3
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Armenian Government Sees Major
Improvement in Investment Climate

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s business
environment has improved significantly
since lastyear’s “velvetrevolution,” Eco-
nomic Development Minister Tigran
Khachatrian insisted on Friday.

He said the current Armenian gov-
ernment has broken up economic mo-
nopolies, created a level playing field for
all businesses and eliminated “systemic
corruption” since taking office in May
2018.

Western donors and lending insti-
tutions have for decades urged succes-
sive governments in Yerevan to take
such measures, saying that they are
essential for the country’s faster and
sustainable economic development.

“We now talk about equal competi-
tion, equal opportunities for entering the
market or the absence of systemic cor-
ruption so easily as if that should be taken
for granted,” Khachatrian told reporters.
“But these are the kind of fundamental
changes that have come about ... They
confirm that any citizen willing to engage

in any economic activity can do it now.”

“This should be considered the
main achievement of the revolu-
tion,” he said.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
has also repeatedly made such state-
ments. He has said that the improved
investment climate puts his government
on track to carry out an “economic
revolution” in Armenia.

Pashinyan’s political opponents and
other critics dismiss these statements,
saying that the government’s economic
policies have not led to greater invest-
ments or faster economic growth. They
argue that the Armenian economy grew
more slowly in 2018 than in 2017.

Khachatrian confirmed an 8.6 per-
cent year-on-year fall in Armenian ex-
ports recorded by the Statistical Com-
mittee in the first quarter of this year. The
minister blamed it on a downturn in
Armenia’s mining industry.

The government had forecast an 8
percent rise in exports in 2019.

Retired General Manvel Grigorian's Trial
Begins in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- A court in Yerevan
held on Thursday the first, preliminary
hearing in the trial of retired General
Manvel Grigorian and his wife who are
facing a string of criminal charges denied
by him.

The hearing focused on defense
lawyers’ fresh demands for Grigorian’s
release from detention on health grounds.
The court rejected them, backing pros-
ecutors’ assertions that the ailing ex-
general is receiving adequate treatment in
a civilian clinic in Yerevan when he has
been kept since February.

Unlike his wife Nazik Amirian,
Grigorian did not attend the opening
session of his trial. The presiding judge
cited a letter from the Nairi Medical
Center saying that the 62-year-old can-
not leave the hospital yet.

One of Grigorian’s lawyers, Levon
Baghdasarian, said his client must be freed
because he is suffering from lung cancer
and diabetes. A trial prosecutor, Vahe
Dolmazian, insisted, however, that Grigorian
recovered from cancer years ago.

Grigorian, whohad servedas deputy
defense minister from 2000-2008, was

arrested when security forces raided his
properties in and around the town of
Echmiadzin in June last year. They found
many weapons, ammunition, medication
and field rations for soldiers provided by
the Armenian Defense Ministry.

They also discovered canned food
and several vehicles donated by Arme-
nians at one of Grigorian’s mansions. An
official video of searches conducted there
by the National Security Service (NSS)
caused widespread shock and indigna-
tion in the country.

Grigorian was also charged with
tax evasion and extortion in February. He
denies all the accusations leveled against
him.

Amirian, his wife, was indicted on
some of these charges but not arrested.
She too denies them.

Speaking to reporters in the court-
room, Amirian dismissed the scandalous
NSS video as a political “show.” “A hero
doesn’t crawl,” she said, alluding to her
husband’s prominent role in the 1991-
1994 war in Nagorno-Karabakh. “If they
thought that he should crawl [before
them] they had better crawl themselves.”

Japan Donates More Fire Engines
To Armenia

The government of Japan donated
14 fire engines to Armenia on Monday at
aceremony in Y erevan attended by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian.

Officials said that 22 more such

vehicles as well as other firefighting equip-
ment will be delivered to the country later
this year as part of a $14 million aid
program launched by the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (JICA)in2017.
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Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan Reaffirms
Support for the Armenian Apostolic Church

T2y

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
on Friday reaffirmed his stated sup-
port for the Armenian Apostolic Church
and pledged to promote “Christian val-
ues” in Armenia, saying that they hold
the key to human happiness.

“I will dare to say that the non-
violent, velvet, popular revolution that
took place in Armenia [in 2018] was
for the most part based on the Chris-
tian values,” Pashinian said. “As a
human being, as a politician, I myself
regard the moment when I read and
reread the New Testament as a turning
point in my life.”

“I believe that the doctrine at the
heart of it is really revolutionary in all
senses, including the state-building
sense, and this is the formula which
can bring happiness to the Republic of
Armenia, its citizens and humankind in
general,” he added.

Pashinyan made the comments
at the inaugural session of a working
group tasked with ascertaining his
government’s relationship with the
Armenian Apostolic Church. It com-
prises government officials and senior
clergymen from the ancient church to
which the vast majority of Armenians
nominally belong. The supreme head of
the church, Catholicos Karekin II, also
attended and addressed the meeting.

Pashinyan said the working group
should propose “joint decisions” on
contentious issues such as continued
teaching of the history of the church
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taught in Armenian public schools. His
government is reportedly intent on re-
stricting or modifying those classes
that have long been criticized some
civic groups. Those plans have been
denounced by conservative and na-
tionalist figures accusing the current
authorities in Yerevan of undermining
“traditional values.”

Pashinyan also signaled on Fri-
day his government’s desire to review
legal tax exemptions enjoyed by the
church. In particular, he seemed to
call for exploring the possibility of
taxing some of the properties belong-
ing to the church.

Speaking at the meeting,
Catholicos Karekin II said the au-
thorities should take into account
“enormous human and material
losses” suffered by the church dur-
ing the Armenian genocide in Otto-
man Turkey and anti-religious per-
secutions in Soviet times. “In this
context, state support is important
so that the Church can restore nec-
essary conditions and capacities for
accomplishing its mission in the
homeland and the Diaspora,” he said.

Without naming anyone, Karekin
IT also criticized those who want to
“restrict” that mission by citing the
church’s separation from the state de-
clared by the Armenian constitution. He
argued that the constitution also recog-
nizes the church’s “exceptional” role in
the country’s history and social life.

The first batch of those fire trucks
will be provided to three provincial divi-
sions of the Armenian Rescue Service
(ARS). Firefighters in the Shirak, Lori
and Syunik provinces are already being
trained by Japanese instructors, accord-
ing to an Armenian government state-
ment.

The Japanese ambassador to Ar-
menia, Jun Yamada, said outdated
firefighting equipment used in those re-
gions complicates the ARS’s ability to
prevent and cope with fires.

“Natural disasters frequently oc-
cur in Armenia, which is an obstacle to
the development of rural areas,” Yamada
said in a speech delivered in Armenian.
“That is why Japan finds it imperative to
assist Armenia in the area of disaster
prevention.”

The Japanese government had al-

ready donated 28 fire engines worth $8
million to firefighters in Yerevanin2010.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Pashinian thanked Japan for this and
other aid provided to Armenia since its
independence.

“It must be pointed out that Japa-
nese aid has been particularly significant
for our capacity to guard against natural
disasters,” he said. “That includes the
fight against landslides, seismic stability,
modernization of the firefighting service
and other activities.”

“Armenia is always ready to
strengthen friendly relations and coop-
eration with Japan,” added Pashinian. “I
believe there are many things that unite
our peoples.”

Japanese Foreign Minister Taro
Kono visited Yerevan and met with
Pashinian in September.

www.massisweekly.com
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Turning Tears of Sadness and Anger into
Resolution and Action: A Tribute to
Genocide Victims and Survivors

“For many years, I thought of my
“neighbor” as anyone who was in need,
who was persecuted, who needed help:
It was not a matter of my tribe or theirs,
my religion or theirs. But it was only in
1985, when I attended a conference in
Boston on the Armenian Genocide and its
lessons, that I met Armenian survivors,
their children and their grandchildren, all
of whom shared their stories with me,
bearing witness to a proud and tragic
history. Andit wasthere, that first evening
of the conference, that I sat at a banquet
table with a group of Armenians who
began to sing in Armenian, a language |
had never heard before, songs of home
and long ago, songs sad yet sweet,
coming from the heart, and accompa-
nied with tears. Little did I know that, on
24 April 1990, I would stand before the
Martyrs Memorial in Yerevan, Armenia,
and that I too would weep. But, in the
end, tears of sadness and anger are not
enough; they must also become tears of
resolution and action.” — Prof. Roger W.
Smith

Since this day in front of the Mar-
tyrs in 1990, Prof. Roger W. Smith has
dedicated his life to the academic work
of the recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Roger W. Smith, Chairperson of
the Zoryan Institute, is Professor Emeri-
tus of Government at the College of
William and Mary in Virginia, where he
has taught political theory and the com-
parative study of genocide. Prof. Smith
has written extensively on the nature,
language, history and denial of genocide.
He is also one of four co-founders and a
former President of the International
Association of Genocide Scholars and
has spoken extensively on the topic of
genocide in the United States, Canada,
France and Armenia.

In 2000, Prof. Smith gave testi-
mony before the U.S. Congress relating
tothe Armenian Genocide Resolution (H.
Res. 596). Dr. Smith has been honored
by the Armenian Students Association
with the Arthur Dadian Award for the
preservation and presentation of Arme-
nian history. In 2008 he was awarded the
Movses Khorenatsi Medal by the presi-
dent of Armenia “for his considerable
contribution to the international recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide.” The
Khorenatsi medal is the Republic of
Armenia’s highest award presented by
the president to people who have signifi-
cantly contributed to the advancement of
Armenian culture.

Since 2003, Prof. Smith has been
the Program Director and faculty mem-
ber of the International Institute for Geno-

cide and Human Rights Studies’ (A Divi-
sion of the Zoryan Institute) Genocide
and Human Rights University Program
(GHRUP), and since 2004, he has served
as Zoryan Institute’s Chairman of the
Academic Board of Directors. He is also
an editor of the Institute’s peer-reviewed
academic journal, Genocide Studies In-
ternational, published in partnership with
the University of Toronto Press.

Perhaps one of the most influential
achievements to date has been commis-
sioning Wolfgang Gusts’, The Armenian
Genocide: Evidence from the German
Foreign Office Archives, 1915-1916.
The German edition of this book played
a major role in the German Parliament’s
announcement on the Armenian Geno-
cide on June 2, 2016. In fact, the Co-
Chair of the Green Alliance Party of
Germany, Cem Ozdemir, stated in a
recent visit to the Zoryan Institute:

“Wolfgang Gust’s work and that
the Zoryan Institute was very crucial,
because it was the first time that we saw
the documents of the German Foreign
Ministry, and these Documents are prob-
ably the best save archive in the world on
the Armenian Genocide.”

With his expertise in the subject of
genocide, especially genocide denial,
Prof. Smith played a crucial role in rais-
ing the awareness that no single step will
change the world. His view is that one of
the most effective means to end the
slaughter of so many millions is for states
to expand their concept of national inter-
est to include the prevention of genocide.
These costs are far greater than the cost
of early intervention.

Prof. Smith’s dedication to the
recognition of the Armenian Genocide
has been immeasurable. Today, on the
occasion of the Armenian Genocide Day
of Commemoration, let us all follow in
the footsteps of Prof. Smith and turn our
tears of sadness and anger into tears of
resolution and action.

Bipartisan Group of Legislators

Continued frompage 1

roic efforts of Major General James G.
Harbord, General John J. Pershing's Chief
of Staff during World War I, who, at the
direction of President Woodrow Wilson,
led an American Military Mission to Ar-
menia in 1919. Major General Harbord
and the United States Military in Armenia
is highlighted in the Armenian National
Institute's (ANI) new exhibit, available
online.

As with previous administrations,

this year's statement reflected a dictio-
nary definition of genocide and used an
Armenian expression, Medz Yeghern,
which the Armenian Assembly described
as a missed opportunity to end genocide
denial, especially in light of Turkey's
outrageous attempts to justify the geno-
cide.

Last month, over 25 U.S. Sena-
tors and Representatives issued state-
ments and participated in events from
New York to California commemorating
the Armenian Genocide.
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Exhibition on Irish High Crosses and
Armenian Khachkars

DUBLIN -- Anexhibition exploring
the similarities between Irish High Crosses
and Armenian Khachkars was formally
launched last week in Dublin, to coincide
with the 104th anniversary of the 1915
Armenian genocide. The exhibition will
run throughout May at Christchurch
Cathedral.

A service of remembrance at the
Cathedral was attended by the Armenian
ambassador to Ireland, Dr Arman
Kirakossian; the Armenian Primate in
Ireland, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, who
led prayers at the Khachkar Memorial in
the grounds of the cathedral; as well as

Archbishop Michael Jackson of Dublin
and Glendalough.

Representatives of the Method-
ists in Ireland, the Moderator of the
Presbyterian Church, and members of
the Orthodox church as well as the
President of the Jewish community
also attended.

The Government is being urged by
the Armenian community in Ireland to
recognise the 1915 genocide in which
over 1.5 million Armenians were killed,
many of them as they were forcibly
deported from their homelands by the
Ottoman Empire.

Deceptive “Fact-Checking” Groups

Continued frompage 1

agenda of what both sides described as
the first session of the “U.S.-Armenia
strategic dialogue.”

“We had a long discussion about
the security in the region, not just the
Caucasus but all around Armenia, and
the implications when countries look
to destabilize, rather than to support
security and peace,” Kent said in refer-
ence to neighboring Iran, with which
Armenia is maintaining a cordial rap-
port despite the renewed U.S. sanc-
tions against Tehran.

Kent met with Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian on Monday. Pashinian
was cited by his press office as telling
him that forging closer ties with the
United States is “of great importance to
Armenia.”

Speaking in the Armenian parlia-
ment in March, Pashinian complained
about Washington’s “zero reaction” to
democratic change in his country. He
seemed unhappy with the fact that there
has been no significant increase in U.S.

economic assistance to Armenia since
last year’s “velvet revolution” which
brought him to power.

The U.S. ambassador in Yerevan,
Lynne Tracy, countered last month
thatin2018 Washington provided $26.7
million in assistance to Armenia in
addition to an ongoing $66 million aid
program implemented by the U.S.
Agency for International Development
(USAID).

A memorandum of understanding
signed as a result of Tuesday’s talks calls
for further U.S. aid. In a statement, the
Armenian Foreign Ministry said the U.S.
government will provide up to $16 mil-
lion to support economic growth and
good governance in the South Caucasus
nation. In addition, it said, the USAID
will allocate $6 million in support of the
Armenian government’s “democratic
reform agenda.”

“The delegations reaffirmed the
United States’ and Armenia’s mutual
commitment to deepening cooperation in
all areas of bilateral relations,” added the
statement.

FM Mnatsakanyan

Continued frompage 1

remain very confident about the way we
defend ourselves, our people. You will
understand me very well on this point.
We are very dedicated to KAN develop-

ing peace and security in our region, to
finding peaceful resolution to conflicts
on the grounds that are acceptable to all
parties. Arms race in our region is not
contributing to building peace and secu-
rity,” he said.
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Armenian American Museum Meets
with California Governor’s Office

GLENDALE - On May 4th, the
Armenian American Museum leadership
met with Governor Gavin Newsom’s
Legislative Secretary, Anthony Williams.
Initiated by Senator Anthony J.
Portantino, the meeting convened the
Museum Board of Trustees, architec-
tural team, and Construction Committee
members for a presentation on their
vision for the Armenian American cul-
tural and educational center planned for
Glendale. Mr. Williams was provided a
comprehensive overview of the project,
a site visit to its future location, and a
detailed construction timeline.

Senator Portantino kicked off the
meeting by expressing his excitement
and highlighting the State of California’s
support for the Armenian American
Museum.

“The State of California is a proud
partner of the Armenian American Mu-
seum and this opportunity to share the
museum’s progress with the Governor’s
office is both responsible and exciting.
Mr. Williams witnessed our historic
project becoming a reality and received a
firsthand look at the positive impact it is
going to have on our community, state,
and country for generations to come,”
commented Senator Portantino.

The State of California has com-
mitted $4 million in grant funding for the
Museum. An initial $1 million grant for
the project was approved as part of the
2016-2017 State budget followed by an
additional $3 million in the 2017-2018
budget.

Museum Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian presented the Museum’s pro-
grams and discussed how the project
will be a space that will help Armenian
Americans discover their roots and people
of diverse backgrounds discover cross-

cultural connections.

“It is an honor to present our vision
for the Armenian American Museum to
the Governor’s office,” stated Executive
Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “Wearebuild-
ing a cultural and educational center that
will enrich our entire community and we
are grateful to Mr. Williams and Gover-
nor Newsom for taking an interest in our
vision and our progress. It means a great
deal to our community to have this type
of involvement and participation from
the office of our State’s Governor.”

The meeting was attended by Mu-
seum Board of Trustees members and
representatives fromthe Armenian Catho-
lic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural Founda-
tion, Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America, Armenian General Be-
nevolent Union Western District, Arme-
nian Missionary Association of America,
Armenian Relief Society Western USA,
Nor Or Charitable Foundation, Nor
Serount Cultural Association, Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America, and Western Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church. Mem-
bers of the Museum Construction Com-
mittee and Alajajian Marcoosi Architects
were in attendance at the meeting as well
as Councilmember Zareh Sinanyan rep-
resenting the City of Glendale.

“I very much appreciated seeing
the vision of the Armenian museum and
the extraordinary collaboration that’s
behind this important project firsthand.
Walking the future location and hear-
ing directly from the artists and con-
struction team responsible for its vi-
sion was beyond enlightening. 1 am
certainly going to share my positive
experience with Governor Newsom,”
concluded Legislative Secretary An-
thony Williams.

General Jeffrey L. Harrigian Appointed to
Lead NATO’s Allied Air Command

U.S. Air Force General Jef-
frey L. Harrigian assumed com-
mand of NATO’s Allied Air Com-
mand (AIRCOM), U.S. Air Forces
in Europe (USAFE) and U.S. Air
Forces Africa (AFAFRICA) during
a ceremony at Ramstein Air Force
Base, on Wednesday, 1 May 2019.
General Harrigian assumes com-
mand from U.S. Air Force General
Tod D. Wolters who has been at
the helm of Allied Air Command
since August 2016. In a ceremony
attended by senior military and ci-
vilian personnel representing
NATO, the United States, Host

Nation Germany and local commu-
nities, Supreme Allied Commander
Europe, General Curtis M.
Scaparrotti, conducted the
handover of command.

Harrigian will succeed Gen.
Tod D. Wolters. Wolters earlier this
month was nominated to be the next
NATO Supreme Allied Commander
and commander of U.S. European
Command, replacing U.S. Army Gen.
Curtis Scaparrotti.

To note, Harrigian is a fighter
pilot and U.S. Air Force Academy
alumnus, having graduated from the
Colorado Springs, Colo., service

May 12, 2019

PUSD Board Meeting on April 25th
Regarding the Resolution of Recognizing
April as Armenian Genocide Month

Respectful members of the Pasa-
dena Unified School District.

Dear friends and fellow students.

My name is Serop Marashlian. |
am a student at Marshall High School.

104 years ago, more than one
and a half million Armenians died at the
hands of Ottoman Turkish forces.

Back in history, Armenia was
the first country to recognize Chris-
tianity in 301 A.D.

In the Fourteen Hundreds,
people from Mongolia invaded Arme-
nia.

These people later became what
we know as Ottoman Turks.

The fact that Christian Arme-
nians living in the occupied lands were
excelling in all areas including aca-
demic, political, infrastructure, and
trade, and that at the same time they
were advancing in many more areas,
weighed heavily on the occupiers. The
fear of overrule by the Ottoman Turks
was getting imminent.

Suddenly in the 1915, the Otto-
man Turks in a state organized and
systemic manner, decided to annihi-
late all Armenians and other minori-
ties living in the occupied lands in an
effort to build a strong and greater
Ottoman empire, otherwise known as
Pantouranism.

As a result, a genocide of more
than 1.5 million Armenians were mas-
sacred, whereas the rest were driven
from their homes and lands into the
Arabian deserts, where they fell prey
to the various atrocious gangs of mur-
derers. Children were dragged from
their mother’s arms, deprived of food

and water in the scorching desert heat,
watching their mothers get beaten and
raped and left to die.

The Turkish government still
denies the genocide every happened,
although many facts undeniably prove
the opposite.

Unfortunately, for many, put-
ting on the masks and denying the
atrocities, carves deeper scars into the
heart and soul of all Armenians.

How much longer can the Ar-
menian Genocide form a template of
denial for other atrocities being com-
mitted around the world today?

Whereas, eventually, many coun-
tries in the world have begun recogniz-
ing the Armenian Genocide, the leader
of the Free World, the Advocate and
Protector of Human Rights, and
Preacher of Democracy, The United
States of America, to this day still
FAILS to recognize the first genocide
in modern history, in order not to en-
rage its geopolitical ally, Turkey. De-
spite the fact that 49 states have already
recognized the Armenian Genocide!

As young Armenian students,
we are grateful for the fact that the
City of Pasadena, not only recognized
the Armenian Genocide, but it also
erected an Armenian Genocide com-
memoration monument, in the heart of
the Memorial Park.

As a member of the Armenian
Students Movement in Pasadena, I
urge the P.U.S.D. Board to recognize
the month of April of each year, as the
Armenian Genocide remembrance
month.

Thank you.

academy in 1985. He is descendant
of a survivor of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Harrigian has more than 4,000
hours flying the F-22, F-15C and

Nick Karasarkisian
Broker - CalBRE # 01022153

2275 Huntington Dr., #117
San Marino, CA 91108

Phone: 213.706.9990

e-mail: nickkarasarkisian@gmail.com

www.legacyrealtyca.com

MQ-1 Predator. He’s flown combat
missions in support of operations
Just Cause — the U.S. invasion of
Panama in 1989 — Desert Storm and
Inherent Resolve.
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ASSEMBLEIA DA REPUBLICA
Vato de Pesar N.°" §19/XI111

Em evocacio das vitimas do genocidio arménio de 1915

No dia 24 de abril assinala-se internacionalmente o inicio dos massacres perpetrados contra a
populacio armémia. uma vez que foi nessa data em 1915 que as autoridades otomanas
prenderam e executaram 2350 intelectuans ¢ Hderes comunitanios armémos em Constantinopla,
sob ordens do governo dos “Jovens Turcos’.

Nos anos durante e apos a 17 Guerra Mundial estimam-se que entre 800 mil e 1,5 milhdes de
pessoas foram mortas como resultado do genocidio. O exterminio sistematico pelas autoridades
otomanas dirigido 4 munoria arménia no seu territorio ¢ considerado pela comumdade
internacional de historiadores como o primeire genocidio do século XX, Massacres, trabalho
forcado, deportagdes forcadas e as marchas da morte que levavam ao deserto sirio, inclusive
de mulheres, cnancas, idosos e enfermos submetidos a roubos, viclacGes e massacres
pertddicos, marcaram um capitulo negro na historia da humamidade. Os mulhares que
sobreviveram as atrocidades cometidas foram forgados & conversio reliprosa, vendidos 4
escravidao e aqueles que conseguiram fugir formaram a dispersa didspora mundial de
arménios.

Outros grupos éinicos nativos € cristios, como o8 assirios € gregos otomanos, também foram
igualmente persegwidos pelo governo ofomano e o seu tratamento ¢ considerado por muitos
histonadores como parte da mesma politica genocida.

Os principais organizadores do genocidio foram condenados & morte ou & prisdo pelos seus
crimes em tribunais militares otomanos (1919-2020), contudo as sentencas destes tribunais
nunca foram aplicadas.

Esta evocagdo contém uma lico para o nosso fempo, pois perante o nivel atual de
nacionalismos, de xenofobias e de intelerdncias a nivel mundial, é fundamental lembrar os
abismos do passado. [ também através da cultura da meméria que a Assembleia da Repiblica
reitera o seu compromisso com a defesa dos direitos humanos € gque sublinha a importincia de
fortalecer o didlogo entre os povos, entre as religides. entre as culturas e entre as civilizagoes.

Assim, a Assembleia da Rephblica, reunida em plendrio, exprime o seu pesar pelas vitimas do
genocidio arménio de 1915, preservando assim a memodna como elemento essencial
reconciliagio entre os Povos e a defesa dos valores fundamentais da Humanidade.

Palacio de Sdo Bento, 24 de abril de 2019
As/Os Deputadas/os,

Rubina Berardo PSD, Emilia Cergueira PSD, Antanio Cardoso PS, Ana Rita Bessa CDS, Assungdo Cristas
CDS, Jodo Almeida CDS, Paulo Pisco PS, Carla Sousa PS, André Silva PAN, Margarida Mano PSD, Paulo
Trigo Pereira NINSC, Paulo Neves PSD, Fernando Negrdo PSD, Paula Teixeira da Cruz PSD, Hugo Costa
PS, Duarte Marques PSD, Teresa Leal Coelho PSD.
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