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PM Pashinyan Warns of Regional Security
Challenges for Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said on Mon-
day that Armenia must be “more vigilant”
now in the face of national security
challenges emanating from the surround-
ing region.

“Unfortunately, since our pre-
vious meeting not only has the secu-
rity environment around Armenia not
been defused but on the contrary,
there are some processes taking place
in that environment which are
prompting us to be more vigilant,”
Pashinyan said, opening a meeting
of Armenia’s National Security
Council.

He said the council will discuss
“current affairs relating to the regional
situation” and make decisions meant to

“properly manage security challenges.”
“I am confident that we will be able to
find the necessary tools to prevent addi-
tional risks for Armenia or make them
manageable,” he added.

An official press release on the
meeting did not reveal decisions made by
the council comprising Armenia’s top
state officials. Nor did it specify whether
Pashinyan referred in his opening re-
marks only to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict or also neighboring Iran’s latest
standoff with the United States and in-
creased tensions between Georgia and
Russia.

Iran and especially Georgia have
long served as landlocked Armenia’s
sole transport conduits to the outside
world.

FM Zohrab Mnatsakanyan Meets with
US National Security Advisor John Bolton

WASHINGTON, DC — On June
20, while on a working visit in Washing-
ton D.C., Foreign Minister Zohrab
Mnatsakanyan met with John Bolton, the
US National Security Advisor.

At the beginning of the meeting the
interlocutors touched upon the upcom-
ing meeting of the Foreign Ministers of
Armenia and Azerbaijan with the media-
tion and participation of the Minsk Group
Co-Chairs.

Foreign Minister Mnatsakanyan
highlighted the consistency of Nagorno-
Karabakh peace process and the efforts

i

being undertaken by the U.S. and other
Co-Chair countries towards this end. In
this context, the Foreign Minister of
Armenia underscored the need of
ceasefire consolidation and implementa-
tion of risk reduction measures.

The Advisor to U.S. President and
Foreign Minister of Armenia touched
upon the issues of regional peace and
security agenda.

The interlocutors expressed readi-
ness to expand and deepen the Armenia-

Continued onpage 3

Congressional Resolution Praises Armenia’s
Democracy, Promotes U.S.-Armenia
Partnership

WASHINGTON, D.C.—-Congres-
sional Caucus on Armenian Issues Co-
Chair Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(D-NJ) along with Armenian Caucus
leaders Congressman Gus Bilirakis (R-
FL), Congressman Peter King (R-NY),
Congresswoman Jackie Speier (D-CA),
and Congressman Adam Schiff (D-CA)
introduced bipartisan legislation prais-
ing Armenia’s democracy and reaffirm-
ing the critical importance of the part-
nership between the United States and
Armenia, reported the Armenian As-
sembly of America.

The House Resolution calls for
bilateral visits, defense consultations, in-
creased cooperation on international
peacekeeping operations, targeted trade
and investment promotion, and support
for political party development, trans-
parency, rule of law, civil society devel-
opment, and media freedom.

The Bill highlights the “longstanding
friendship of the American and Armenian
people” and the “mutually-beneficial bi-
lateral political, economic, military, de-
mocracy, and development partnerships”
established between the two countries.

“Over the past year, Armenia has
been transformed through the organic,
grassroots movement that led to the
nonviolent ‘Velvet Revolution’ and free
and open national elections in December.
These momentous events are a testa-
ment to the Armenian people’s commit-
ment to democracy and show why it is
so important for the United States to
elevate our engagement with the
Pashinyan government,” Congressman

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Court Sends Kocharian Back to Jail

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --
Armenia’s Court of Appeals overturned
on Tuesday a lower court’s May 18
decision to release former President
Robert Kocharian from prison pending
the outcome of his trial stemming from
the 2008 post-election violence in
Yerevan.

Kocharian seemed to have antici-
pated the decision made by a Court of
Appeals judge, Armen Danielian. In a
statement released earlier in the day,
the ex-president’s office said he, his
lawyers and family members will boy-
cott the announcement of the decision
because Danielian cut short the court
hearings on June 20. The lawyers say
that they were thus unable to present
detailed arguments against their client’s
renewed arrest.

A district court in Yerevan or-
dered Kocharian released from jail af-
ter receiving “personal guarantees”
from Nagorno-Karabakh’s current and
former president to the effect that he
will not obstruct the trial if freed.

The court of first instance also
decided to suspend the trial and re-
quest an important clarification from
the Constitutional Court. It cited a
“suspicion of discrepancy” between
the Armenian constitution and coup
charges brought against Kocharian.

Prosecutors appealed against both
decisions denounced by many sup-
porters of the current Armenian gov-
ernment. Prosecutor-General Artur
Davtian personally appeared before the
Court of Appeals last week to make a

case for sending Kocharian back to
prison.

Kocharian as well as two retired
generals stand accused of illegally us-
ing Armenian army units against oppo-
sition protesters in the wake of a 2008
presidential election marred by fraud
allegations. Eight protesters and two
police servicemen were killed in street
clashes that broke out in Yerevan on
March 1,2008. Kocharian handed over
power to his preferred successor and
official election winner, Serzh
Sarkisian, after completing his second
presidential term in April 2008.

Earlier this year, Kocharian was
also charged with bribe-taking. He de-
nies all accusations leveled against him
as politically motivated.

In a televised interview aired late
on Monday, the ex-president again
blamed Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
for the 2008 bloodshed and the crimi-
nal charges brought against him.
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OSCE Mediators Call on Both Sides
to Refrain From any Provocative Action

WASHINGTON, DC--U.S., Rus-
sian and French diplomats urged the
parties to the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict to prevent further ceasefire viola-
tions when they mediated fresh talks
between Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s
foreign ministers in Washington on
Thursday.

The three co-chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group said the talks focused on
recent armed incidents around Karabakh
and “core issues of the settlement pro-
cess.” Neither they nor the conflicting
parties reported major progress towards
a long-awaited peace accord.

“Noting with regret recent casual-
ties, the Co-Chairs urged the sides to take
immediate measures to restore an atmo-
sphere conducive to peace and favorable
to substantive talks,” the mediators said
in a joint statement.

“They called on the sides to reaf-
firm their commitment to observe the
ceasefire strictly and to refrain from any
provocative action, including the use of
snipers and engineering works along the
line of contact and the international bor-
der,” they added.

According to the statement, For-
eign Ministers Zohrab Mnatsakanian and
Elmar Mammadyarov agreed on the need
to “reduce the risk of escalation” and
pledged to meet again “in the near fu-
ture.”

The Armenian service of the Voice

of America quoted Mammadyarov as
saying after the meeting that the media-
tors presented the two ministers with
“additional substantive proposals.” He
did not disclose them.

Mammadyarov also told reporters
that the two sides continue to disagree on
details of a peace formula which he said
has been advanced by the United States,
Russia and France for the last 15 years.

It calls for Armenian withdrawal
from virtually all seven districts around
the former Nagorno-Karabakh Autono-
mous Oblast which were fully or partly
liberated by Karabakh Armenian forces
during the 1991-1994 war. In return,
Karabakh’s predominantly ethnic Arme-
nian population would determine the dis-
puted territory’s internationally recog-
nized status in a future referendum.

A statement by the Azerbaijani For-
eign Ministry also said that the co-chairs
put forward “results-oriented propos-
als” at Washington but did not elaborate.
It described the meeting as “positive.”

For its part, the Armenian Foreign
Ministry said the mediators “shared ideas
aimed at pushing the peace process for-
ward, including in the humanitarian
sphere.” Speaking to journalists in the
U.S. capital, Mnatsakanian stressed the
importance of strengthening the ceasefire
regime in the conflict zone and thus
creating an “appropriate environment”
for a peaceful settlement.

Large Loan Sought for Ending Yerevan’s
Transport Woes

The Yerevan
mayor’s office re-
vealed on Friday that [
it has asked the Ar-
menian government
to borrow at least |§
$100 million for a §
complete overhaul of
the city’s deteriorat-
ing system of public [
transport. '

Ever since the
mid-1990s, the sys-
tem has been domi-
nated by minibuses belonging to private
companies. Few of them have invested
in their fleet of aging vehicles in the past
decade. The minibuses as well as a
smaller number of buses provided by the
municipality have become even more
overcrowded as a result.

A British transport consultancy,
WYG, was contracted by Yerevan’s
former municipal administration in 2016

to propose a detailed plan to revamp the
transport network. Then Mayor Taron
Markarian essentially accepted the pro-
posals in 2017, pledging to replace the
battered minibuses with new and larger
buses by the end of 2018.

Markarian was forced to resign
last summer following the “velvet revo-
lution” which brought down Armenia’s
former government. His successor, Hayk

June 29, 2019

Frank Quintero Appointed to Fill Vacant
Glendale City Council Seat

GLENDALE — During a special
meeting on Friday, June 21, 2019, the
Glendale City Council appointed former
Glendale Mayor Frank Quintero to fill a
seat on the Council that was vacated by
former Councilmember Zareh Sinanyan
on June 7, 2019.

“I look forward to working with
Frank Quintero to preserve the high
quality of life enjoyed by Glendale
residents,” said Mayor Ara Najarian.
“His extensive professional experi-
ence will be a great asset to our
community.”

The Glendale City Council selected
Frank Quintero from a group of 45
individuals who submitted letters of in-
terest to the City Attorney’s Office by 5
p.m. on Monday, June 17, 2019.

Made within 30 days of the va-

|

cancy, the appointment forgoes the re-
quirement to call a special election to fill
the seat. The term of office for the
appointed seat runs through the March
2020 General Municipal Election.

Armenia Looks to Cash In on
Russia-Georgia Flight Ban

YEREVAN -- Armenia is hoping to
become a transit route for Russian tour-
ists travelling to neighboring Georgia
after all passenger flights between Rus-
sia and Georgia are suspended next
month.

President Vladimir Putin tempo-
rarily banned Russianairlines from flying
to Georgia on Friday following an out-
break of unrest in Tbilisi triggered by the
visit of a Russian lawmaker. The Kremlin
also told travel agencies suspend tours to
Georgia from Russia.

The Russian Transport Ministry
imposed at the weekend a similar ban on
Georgian airlines carrying out flights to
Moscow and other Russian cities.

The punitive measures, effective
from July 8, are bound to hit the Geor-
gian tourism industry, a major sector of
Georgia’s economy. More than one mil-
lion Russian tourists visited the South
Caucasus country last year.

Georgia’s leading airline, Georgian
Airways, announced on Monday that it is
planning to carry out Tbilisi-Moscow
flights via Yerevan “without any addi-
tional charges” for passengers. It said the
connection time at Yerevan’s Zvartnots
airport will be less than one hour.

The flights between Yerevan and
Moscow will presumably be carried out
by Georgian Airways’ sister airline, Ar-
menia Air Company. The Georgian
carrier’s founder, Tamaz Gaiashvili, holds
a major stake in the company.

Georgian Airways currently flies

to Yerevan on a daily basis. A senior
official at Armenia’s Civil Aviation De-
partment, Stepan Payaslian, said on Tues-
day that the company could carry out
two Thbilisi-Yerevan flights a day after
the Russian ban comes into force next
month.

The Armenian airline’s deputy di-
rector, Gevorg Khachatrian, said earlier
that it is planning to double the number of
its daily Yerevan-Moscow flights.

Hakob Chagharian, a civil aviation
adviser to Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, confirmed that Georgian Air-
ways is planning to use Armenia as a
transit route. “Its flights will be carried
out through Gyumri or Yerevan’s
Zvartnots airport,” he told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service.

Chagharian said two other, smaller
Armenian carriers have also expressed
readiness to cash in on the Russia flight
ban.

It is not yet clear whether Russia’s
leading airlines flying to Georgia could
team up with them for that purpose.
Chagharian suggested that they may well
reach a transit deal with Azerbaijan’s
state-run national airline instead.

According to Payaslian, the Civil
Aviation Department is also looking into
other transit options for people travelling
from Russia to Georgia. “The options
include bringing passengers from Geor-
gia to Armenia by bus and vice versa, and
then having them flown from Yerevan or
Gyumri,” he said.

Marutian, said after taking office in Oc-
tober that the city’s long-suffering com-
muters will have to wait for at least two
years. He told WYG to conduct further
research on the volume of passenger
traffic and bus fares that would have to
be set in the Armenian capital.
Marutian’s first deputy, Hrachya
Sargsian, did not mention WY G propos-
als when he answered questions from
opposition members of the city council
concerned about Yerevan’s lingering
transport woes. He told them that the
municipality needs more than $100 mil-
lion to buy 820 modern buses.
Sargsian said it has proposed that
the government raise the money from
external sources. He said that one-fifth
of the required funding could come in the

form of grants provided by foreign do-
nors.

Sargsian insisted that the new trans-
port network would not only recoup
these investments but also operate at a
profit. The municipality would need be-
tween two and three years to create such
a network, he said.

Hripsime Arakelian, acouncil mem-
ber representing the opposition Prosper-
ous Armenia Party (BHK), was
unconvinced by this plan. She argued
that it would add to the country’s in-
creased debt burden.

Tehmina Vartanian, a councilor
representing the opposition Luys bloc,
echoed that concern. She accused the
municipality of having done little to solve
one of the city’s most serious problems.
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Tatul Hakobyan‘s Armenians and Turks:
Second Revised English Edition Published

Armenians
and

From War to Cold War to Diplomacy

by Tatul Hakobyan

YEREVAN — The Second Re-
vised English Edition of 450 page book
by reporter and expert Tatul Hakobyan
Armenians and Turks; from War to Cold
War to Diplomacy was published in
YerevaninJune,2019. This work, which
covers Armenian-Turkish relations since
1918 t0 2018, is the result of ten years of
extensive research, analysis and travel
by the author.

The Second Revised English Edi-
tion of Armenians and Turks is dedi-
cated to Vagharshag Shahinian, a true
Armenian patriotand a courageous leader
of men.

Bornin 1889 in the Western Arme-
nian city of Van, Vagharshag Shahinian
left for the United States in 1910. He
returned to Armenia to rescue is family
from the atrocities being committed by
the Ottoman government against its Ar-
menian minority. In May of 1918, at the
Battle of Sardarapat, he and his brave
compatriots successfully defended the
remaining Armenian lands that had pre-
viously been under the control of the
fallen Russian Empire and into which his
family and thousands of the remaining
survivors of the genocide of Armenians
in the Ottoman Empire had fled. Had the
Ottomans succeeded at Sardarapat, the
last physical existence of Armenians in a
land of their own land likely would have
been lost forever. After the Ottomans
were repulsed at the Battle of Sardarapat
and the First Republic of Armenia was
formed, he organized and commanded a
detachment of 1100 militiamen to de-
fend the homeland. After fighting ended,
he returned with his family to the United
States. Following his death in 1976, he
was buried onthe battlefield of Sardarapat
under a monument dedicated to his patri-
otic service. He is the only commander
of that battle given that honor.

The first release of Armenians and
Turks was published in Western Arme-
nian using classical orthography and
was presented in Beirut in March, 2012.
The Eastern Armenian version was pre-
sented in Yerevan in April, 2012.

The editor of the English version is
Nareg Seferian.

Accordingto Raffi K. Hovannisian,
rmenia’s Foreign Minister (1991-1992)
Hakobyan’s Armenian and Turks, “is
packed with political insight, historical
revelation, and even a poetic vision of a
complicated relationship which unfolded,
over a century, between two peoples.”
Hakobyan has established himself*“as an
indispensable journalist, expert, and
scholar of this ongoing saga. It is my
hope that his ground-braking work will
help achieve recognition of the historical
record and a reconciliation based on the

terrible truth,” wrote Hovannisian.

Alexander Arzumanyan, Armenia’s
Foreign Minister in 1996-1998, wrote;
“This volume is in fact a continuation of
Tatul Hakobyan’s first book, Karabakh
Diary: Green and Black. Written in the
journalistic style using strict standards
of scholarship, the author has evidently
undertaken wide-ranging research. This
book is of great interest not only to
historians, diplomats, or experts who
study issues of Armenian-Turkish rela-
tions and their impact on the future of the
South Caucasus, but also for a wide
range of readers.”

“Tatul Hakobyan’s work is a
smooth mix of history and journalism.
This extremely complex and significant
period of history is presented coher-
ently, simply, in an easy to follow narra-
tive that links together the various peri-
ods during the tumultuous 100 years
beginning in 1918. The book is espe-
cially valuable because of Hakobyan’s
special focus on Armenia-Turkey rela-
tions during the Cold War years and new
information he has brought to light as a
result of diligent research in Armenia’s
archives,” said Vartan Oskanian,
Armenia’s Foreign Minister in 1998-
2008.

According to Ara Sanjian, Director
of Armenian Research Center in Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn, “Hakobyan’s
investigative work is the first-ever at-
tempt to shed comprehensive light from
Armenia’s perspective on the trajectory
of the latter’s thorny relations with its
neighbor, Turkey, since the era of Mikhail
Gorbachev’s perestroika and Armenia
regaining its sovereignty and indepen-
dence in 1991. This study is based not
only on the author’s own observations
during his career as a journalist, a wide
range of printed sources, but also in-
depth interviews with over a dozen lead-
ing Armenian policymakers, including
the country’s first post-Soviet, demo-
cratically-elected president and its first
four Ministers of Foreign Affairs in the
period of independence.”

“In his new book Hakobyan is
continuing to place current affairs in its
larger historic context. After Karabakh
Diary, Green and Black he has produced a
new, and impressive book looking at the
current state of Armenian-Turkish relations
through a historic tour de force revisiting
the roots of the current blockage. He is one
of the leading example of a new generation
of scholars in Armenia applying meticulous
research and sharp observation. A much
needed voice from the other side of Ararat,”
said Vicken Cheterian, political analyst and
author in Geneva.

“This book covers almost the whole

June 29, 2019

Joint Statement
"United Nations Question Turkey on the
Fate and Whereabouts of Forcibly Deported
Armenians in 1915-1923"

Guided by pan-Armenian interests on behalf of our respective organiza-
tions and institutions we welcome the joint action of the United Nations (UN)
Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, the UN Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion
and expression, and the UN Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth,
justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence, which, in the frame-
work of their mandates, addressed a Joint Allegation Letter to the Government
of the Republic of Turkey.

This Joint Allegation marks an important step in the process of demand-
ing from the Republic of Turkey to come to terms with the Past and primarily
to fulfil its duty of investigation and to ensure the right of victims to the truth,
justice and reparations.

It stresses the alleging violations attributable to Turkey in relation to the
tragic events that affected the Armenian minority from 1915 to 1923, and their
consequences for the population concerned.

It expresses concern at the reported Turkish State denial, at the
legislation restraining freedom of opinion and of expression related to some
wording, and ensuing lack of progress in establishing the truth and ensuring
justice for the forcible deportation of Armenians between 1915 and 1923,
which resulted in massive suffering, ill-treatment and deaths.

It also emphasizes that this situation affects the dignity of victims and
of their descendants.

The Mandates holders solicited the observations of the Government of
Republic of Turkey concerning the submitted allegation, in particular:

1. What measures has Turkey taken to establish the facts, including the
fate or whereabouts of Armenians who were subjected to forced internal
displacement, detention, extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances
during the period of 1915-1923?

2. What measures have been taken to ensure the right of victims and of
society as a whole to know the truth about these events, and to ensure the right
of victims to justice and reparations for the damage suffered?

3. What measures have been taken to locate, insofar as possible, the
bodies of Armenians who died as a result of these events?

4. To provide information about the reasons for the adoption of the 2017
legislation preventing lawmakers from making certain expressions. To explain
how this is compatible with international human rights law, in particular with
article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

5. To provide detailed information about the cases in which Article 301
of the Criminal Code has been applied to punish individuals for statements
made alleging crimes against Armenians.

The Government of Turkey on May 17" 2019 bluntly refuses to answer
those questions by UN human rights mechanisms.

We praise the special procedures engaged by the WGEID and the two
Special Rapporteurs and we support the pursuit of this unprecedented and
important process.

While this effort is not a substitute for genocide recognition or full and
adequate reparations for the mass atrocities and confiscations of properties
suffered by the Armenians during this period, actions by the relevant United
Nations human rights organs would constitute significant steps toward the
disclosure of the truth and redress for this open wound on humanity.

Holy See of Etchmiadzin — HH Karekin II (Vagharshapat, Armenia)
Catholicosate of Antelias — HH Aram I (Beirut, Lebanon)

Armenian Evangelical World Council (USA)

Armenian General Benevolent Union (USA)

Armenian Missionary Association of America (USA)

spectrum of Armenian-Turkish relations,
including the different attitudes of
Diasporan circles and masses to the
past, present, and future relations with
the Turks. Hakobyan investigates this
difficult and very complex historical and
political matter — far from understanding
it as a mere Republic of Armenia —
Republic of Turkey bilateral problem,
but as an issue of the Armenian and
Turkish peoples’ mostly antagonistic
relationship. A book that is very useful

for Armenian diplomacy, Armenian his-
toriography, and Turkology,” wrote his-
torian Gevorg Yazichyan.

Tatul Hakobyan’s first book —
Karabakh Diary, Green and Black, first
was published in 2008 and since then has
had several editions including English,
Russian, Turkish, and Arabic.

You can contact with the author
by email- tatarmen@yahoo.com or
aniarcf@gmail.com or dial +374 91
426435 and +374 98 655321.

FM Zohrab Mnatsakanyan

Continued frompage 1

U.S. bilateral cooperation agenda.

In a statement, the U.S. State
Department said the two men dis-
cussed the Karabakh conflictand other
“regional challenges and opportuni-

ties.” Also, it said, Hale briefed
Mnatsakanian, among other things,
on the Trump administration’s “sanc-
tions policy.”

Earlier in the day, Bolton met with
Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Elmar
Mammadyarov.
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AMAA to Celebrate 100th Anniversary of
Its Founding on October 19 in Boston

Armenian Missionary

Association of America
UdGphuwph <wy UtGnwpwlswluwl

CulGpwygniehil

FLORENCE
AVAKIAN

PARAMUS, NJ —
“We’ve got to do some- [
thing,” they said, and
they did, and continue to
do so, declared Zaven
Khanjian, Executive Di-
rector and CEO of the
Armenian Missionary
Association of America,
(AMAA).

The “they” are the
dedicated couple, John
and Michele Simourian
who with “commitment,
goodwill and action” took
devoted action and in-
spired the members of L
the AMAA to help the survivors of the
1988 earthquake in Armenia 30 years
ago.

This couple has continued to dedi-
cate their efforts for four decades to
the values and work of the AMAA, an
outstanding Christian non-sectarian or-
ganization.

2018 was also the 100™ anniver-
sary of the founding of the AMAA, a
very symbolic date for this noteworthy
organization that has been the “Good
Samaritan” to many needy people -
orphans, widows, the poverty-stricken
sick and grieving around the world.

Their vital and dynamic work for
more than 100 years will be celebrated
in grand style at a banquet in Boston,
MA, on Saturday evening, October 19.
Co-Chairs of the banquet are John and
Michele Simourian.

In a brief telephone conversa-
tion with this writer, Michéle
Simourian said, “Out of our great
respect for its sterling reputation, and
what it stands for during the past 100
years, it has been a privilege to be
involved with the AMAA. Also our
intense love for our Armenian ances-
try has played a huge role in working
for our people.”

The AMAA Orphan and Child
Care Program, “a birth-child of the
earthquake,” has continued to serve
the impoverished children of Armenia
and Artzakh,” stated Mr. Khanjian.

Michéle Simourian, an AMAA
Board member, and founding Co-Chair
ofthe Program, has “vigorously led and
served it” for more than 25 years.

An AMAA Celebration in Armenia

Last year the AMAA celebrated
its Centennial in Armenia by inaugurat-
ing the new AMAA Community Cen-
ter and Sanctuary in Gyumri which was
the epicenter of the earthquake. “It
celebrated the revival of Armenia’s
historical epicenter of cultural heritage
and intellectual treasure,” declared Mr.
Khanjian.

The Center “will bring joy, add a
smile on the faces of its children, and
bring honor to God,” he added.

John Simourian who has been a
long-time member of First Armenian
Church of Belmont, MA and past
trustee, will serve as Master of Cer-
emonies of the banquet. He revealed
that he had become involved with the
AMAA through association with his
“wife’s leadership.”

This is “a wonderful and far-
reaching organization, going strong for
more than 100 years. It responds to the
physical and spiritual needs of the help-
less and the homeless,” he commented.

Hesaid hewas “looking forward”
tohis roleas banquet MC, working with
the Banquet Committee members and
developing an interesting program for
the October 19 celebration.”

With obvious emotion, Zaven
Khanjian declared, “Our task as the
blessed recipients of those who
walked before us is set, and we are
ready to embrace the future. With
added resources, expanded services
and multiplied vigor, a brighter future
is on the horizon of the mission of the
AMAA.”

June 29, 2019

Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan Elected Chair of
Rotary Middle East Initiative Council

The Executive Committee of
Rotarian Action Group For Peace re-
cently elected Dt. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan
as Chair ofthenewly-established Middle
East Initiative Council. In the month of
March, 2019, a high-ranking Rotary
delegation headed by Dr. Der-
Yeghiayan visited Israel and Palestine
meeting with numerous government
officials,leaders of peace-promoting
organizations,university presidents and
students. as well as Rotarians. The idea
of establishing a peace council was
conceived during the delegation's visit
to the Holy Land.

Upon his election, Dr. Der-
Yeghiayansaid: "This is a fresh approach
led by Rotarians and youth groups to
create a culture of peace. It is based on
shared values and desired outcomes of
all concerned to include: 1. Safety and
Security; 2. Prosperity; 3. Quality of
Life. We are committed to full participa-
tion in a process to equitably meeting the
needs of current and future generations".

The proposed projects of the Coun-
cil include: Organizing peace confer-
ences and workshops to address the root
causes of conflict among parties with the
participation of Rotarians and interna-
tional thinkers with global experience.

Offering a summer program for teens to
help them learn about the history, culture
and politics of the Middle East. Publish-
ing position papers authored by Council
Members and other scholars on events in
the Middle East. Working collaboratively
with like-minded peace organizations in
the region to affect change. Organizing
annual peace missions to the region to learn
and to better understand the status quo.

The Council will be composed of
prominent Rotarians, scholars,statesmen,
peace-builders, former ambassadors,
former members of parliaments and youth
representatives.

Dr. Der-Yeghiayan is a seasoned
Rotary leader. He is the first Armenian
American elected to serve as a District
Governor (California-Nevada, USA) in
the history of Rotary International. He
has held all senior positions in Rotary,
including the chairmanship of Rotarian
Action Group For Peace. He is the recipi-
ent of Rotary's highest honors.

Dr. Der-Yeghiayan expressed his
gratitude for the honor bestowed upon
him and concluded: "Every conflict is an
opportunity for better understanding. We
encourage openness from people in dis-
putes because direct communication is
the best way to find solutions."

Congressional Resolution Praises Armenia

Continued frompage 1

Pallone said.

“Armenia is at a critical moment
where U.S. support can help foster the
growth of pro-democratic and civil soci-
ety institutions. I am hopeful that this
resolution is the beginning of a broad-
based strategic upgrade of the U.S.-
Armenia partnership based upon our
shared interests and common values. |
look forward to working with my col-
leagues on the Congressional Caucus on
Armenian Issues and with House Lead-

ership to pass this important bipartisan
legislation. Additionally, I will continue
to work with my colleagues toward
official U.S. recognition of the Armenian
Genocide,” he added.

“As Co-Chairman of the Congres-
sional Armenian Caucus, I am proud to
co-sponsor a resolution celebrating the
strategic alliance between Armenia and
the United States. The two nation’s

continued friendship and cooperation
promotes regional stability and is mutu-
ally beneficial for both parties,” said
Congressman Bilirakis.

MEMBER

Nationar NoTtary AsSsocIaTION
Norary PusLic

Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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Homenmen Championship Games Schedule

R.U.U.(

HOMENMEN

19 21

HOMENMEN ANGEL VS SC Croat S.P.
SUNDAY JUNE 30, 2019 11:50PM
GRIFFITH PARK

HOMENMEN SAHARA VS Seismic SC
SUNDAY JUNE 30, 2019 1:45PM
GRIFFITH PARK

GRIFFITH PARK SOCCER FIELD:
3401 Riverside Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027
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