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Invites you to
A CONCERT P
Soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian & Friends: A
Musical Celebration of Gomidas @150
Dedicated to the 10th Anniversary of St. Leon Armenian Cathedral

|
Featuring works by Armenian composer, ethnomusicologist, researcher,

and conductor Gomidas Vartabed 1 M

‘ 1

|
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ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2019 AT 6 PM

THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH
OF NORTH AMERICA

“Zvartnots” Cultural Committee
Under the auspices of 1lis Eminence Archbishop llovnan Derderian, Primate

AT ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
3325 N. GLENOAKS BLVD., BURBANK, CA 91504

Featuring Grammy-nominated,
world-renowned soprano

ISABEL BAYRAKDARIAN with
guest musicians from UC Santa Barbara,

Los

, and Fresno, with Anna Hamre

conducting the Fresno Coro Vox Aceterna

TickeTs: $35, $50, $100

22

Alice Skenderian at (818) 606-6606
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CE Venice Commission Praises Armenian
Government's Judicial Reforms

YEREVAN -- Legal experts from
the Council of Europe have given a
largely positive assessment of judicial
reforms planned by the Armenian gov-
ernment, while warning against aggres-
sive attempts to change the composition
of Armenia’s Constitutional Court.

In a report made public late on
Monday, the Council of Europe’s
Venice Commission praised the gov-
ernment for abandoning its initial plans
for a mandatory “vetting” of all judges
and embracing less radical measures
recommended by European experts.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
demanded such a vetting on May 20
following a Yerevan court’s decision
to free Robert Kocharian, a former
Armenian president facing coup and
corruption charges. He said many Ar-
menian judges must be replaced be-
cause they are connected to the
country’s “corrupt” former leadership
and not trusted by the public.

Pashinyan’s government watered
down the planned judicial reforms af-
ter holding talks with officials fromthe
Venice Commission and other Council
of Europe bodies later in May. Under a
reform package approved by it on
October 3, Armenian judges will be
subjected instead to “integrity verifi-
cations” by the Commission on Pre-
venting Corruption. The latter will scru-
tinize their financial declarations and

launch disciplinary proceedings against
judges suspected of having dubiously
acquired assets

The Venice Commission wel-
comed the government’s decision to
abandon the “headstrong approach”
initially advocated by Pashinyan and
opt for “more tailor-made solutions.”

“The overall assessment of the
legislative amendments contained in
the Package is clearly positive,” says
the report jointly drawn up by the
commission as well as the Council of
Europe’s Directorate of Human Rights.
“The proposed mechanisms increase
the accountability of judges and are
more efficient to prevent corruption,
without, at the same time, dispropor-
tionately encroaching on the judges’
independence.”

The Venice Commission at the
same time voiced misgivings about a
separate government bill offering Con-
stitutional Court members financial
incentives to resign before the end of
their mandate.

The bill was circulated in early
August shortly after Pashinyan implic-
itly demanded the resignation of most
of the court’s nine judges, who were
installed by Armenia’s previous gov-
ernments. Those include Hrayr
Tovmasyan, the court’s chairman fac-
ing growing government pressure to
step down.

Britain Reverses Appointment of
New Ambassador to Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/
RL) — The British gov-
ernment has unexpect-
edly rescinded its recent
decision to appoint an
ethnic Armenian diplo-
mat as the United
Kingdom’s new ambas-
sador to Armenia.

The government
announced two months
agothat Alan Gogbashian
will replace Judith
Farnworth, a fellow dip-
lomat who has served as
British ambassador in
Yerevan for the last four
years. The announce-
ment was welcomed by many in Ar-
menia and its worldwide Diaspora.

“Mr Alan Gogbashian will no
longer be taking up the role of Her
Majesty’s Ambassador to Yerevan for
operational reasons,” read a statement
released by the British Embassy in
Yerevan on Monday. “Mr Gogbashian
will be transferring to another Diplo-
matic Service appointment.”

“Mr David Moran has been ap-
pointed as Chargé d’Affaires with the
rank of Ambassador in the interim,
until a new Ambassador is appointed,”

added the statement posted on the
embassy’s Facebook page.

The British mission gave no fur-
ther explanation for the abrupt and
highly unusual reversal of ambassado-
rial appointment.

Gogbashian lived and worked
in Armenia nearly two decades ago,
before joining the British diplomatic
service. He has headed various divi-
sions at the British Foreign Office
since 2014. He was Britain’s deputy
head of mission in Morocco from
2011-2014.

to “remedy ” today.

S.D. Hunchakian Party
Strongly Condemns Turkey

The Central Committee of the So-
cial Democratic Hunchakian Party
strongly condemns Turkey’s military
operations in northern Syria, under the
false pretext of creating a security zone.

From the onset of the Syrian civil
war, by sponsoring, sheltering and arm-
ing the most extreme groups, the Turkish
authorities are directly responsible for
the catastrophic situation they are trying

Also of great concern is the fact that this attack on international law and
rights is being carried out with the explicit consent of the current U.S.
administration, ignoring the heavy human and material cost, which once again
the multi-ethnic and peaceful population of the region will undoubtedly suffer.

The S.D.H.P. Central Committee expresses its support for all peoples
living in northern Syria and calls on the international community and peace-
loving forces to exercise maximum pressure on Erdogan’s regime, which is
trying to restore a new Ottoman Caliphate, in order to immediately end this
invasion and thus prevent a new human tragedy.

Social Democratic Hunchakian Party

Central Committee

Armenia Condemns Illegal Turkish
Invasion Into Syria

YEREVAN — Armenia’s foreign
ministry released a statement on Thurs-
day condemning Turkey’s military in-
vasion into Syria’s north-eastern terri-
tory, warning that the offensive will
“lead to deterioration of regional secu-
rity, losses among civilians, mass dis-
placement and eventually to a new
humanitarian crisis. The plight of eth-
nic and religious minorities is of par-
ticular concern.

This military invasion also cre-
ates an imminent threat of identity
based grave and massive violations of
human rights.

Armenia calls for effective inter-
national measures aimed at halting this
military invasion, preventing mass
atrocities and protecting the popula-
tion of Syria bordering Turkey.

Armenia supports the unity and
sovereignty of Syria and urges to re-
frain from military offensive against
Syria and its people. Armenia will con-
tinue to provide humanitarian assis-
tance to the friendly people of Syria on
the ground”. Reads the ministry state-
ment.

Also on Thursday the Armenian
government held an an emergency
meeting chaired by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan to discuss the Turkish inva-
sion into Syria.

“We are concerned about the
situation because we believe that ac-
tion will further deepen the humanitar-
ian crisis in Syria,” Pashinyan said at
the start of the cabinet meeting in
Yerevan.

“We are calling on the interna-
tional community to take meaningful
measures to stop that illegal action and
protect Syrian citizens, including eth-
nic minorities, along the Turkish bor-
der,” he added before discussing the
matter with government members in
closed session.

Pashinyan also made clear that
the Armenian military will continue its
small-scale “humanitarian mission” in
Syria closely coordinated with Russia.
Yerevan deployed more than 80
demining experts, army medics and
other non-combat military personnel

Continued onpage 4
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Armenian Council of America Supports
Turkey Sanctions Bill

GLENDALE — The Armenian
Council of America (ACA) supports
the bipartisan legislation proposed by
United States Senators Lindsey Gra-
ham (R-SC) and Chris Van Hollen (D-
MD) to sanction Turkey for invading
northern Syria, attacking America’s
Kurdish allies and indiscriminately
bombing civilian areas.

ACA believes the bipartisan leg-
islation is crucial in light of President
Trump’s reckless and unexpected
withdrawal of U.S. forces from north-
east Syria, and the president’s sanc-
tioning of the Turkish invasion, whose
primary goal is the targeting and eradi-
cation of Kurds within the region and
other ethnic minorities; including Ar-
menians, Assyrians, and Yazidis.

The Graham-Van Hollen Tur-
key Sanctions Bill puts restrictions
on U.S. assets of Turkey’s Presi-
dent, Vice president, Minister of
National Defense, Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Minister of Treasury
and Finance, Minister of Trade, and
Minister of Energy and Natural Re-
sources. The bill targets Turkey’s
energy sector and military, prohibit-
ing U.S. military assistance, sanc-
tions against any foreign person who
sells or provides financial, material
or technological support or who
knowingly conducts business deal-
ings with the Turkish military. The
bill also implements visa restrictions
upon Turkish authorities intending
to travel to the United States.

ACA urges Americans through-
out the nation to contact their Sena-
tors and Congressional Representa-
tives, urging them to support the

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

Turkey Sanctions Bill.

ACA considers the Turkey
Sanctions Bill a first step towards
ensuring Turkey cease its military
operations and militant attitude to-
wards regional minorities. The U.S.
administration needs to re-engage
with regional leaders, stand by and
support its allies and demand the
Turkish government stop its unilat-
eral actions in northern Syria.

The U.S. government must man-
date that Turkey cease its anti-demo-
cratic foreign and domestic policies.

ACA will continuously engage
with elected officials, stakeholders,
coalition partners, and local regional
Armenian, Kurdish, Assyrian and
Yazidi leaders, to combat Erdogan’s
genocidal ambitions.

The Armenian Council of
America is committed to promote
the civic and civil rights interests of
the Armenian American community,
and to champion the causes and
concerns of the Armenian-Ameri-
can community within local, state,
and federal governments.

Russian-Armenian Military Forces Hold
Joint Military Exercises

YEREVAN — More than 1,500
Armenian and Russian soldiers simu-
lated combat operations during joint
military exercises in Armenia that
ended on Wednesday.

The nine-day exercises held at
the Bagramian training ground 50
kilometers west of Yerevan involved
troops as well as hundreds of tanks,
armored vehicles and artillery sys-
tems making up a joint Russian-
Armenian military force. Warplanes
and helicopter gunships also took
part in them.

Under the official scenario of
the war games, the participating
troops repelled an imaginary enemy
that invaded Armenia.

The final session of the drills
was watched by Armenia’s Defense
Minister Davit Tonoyan and a senior
official from Russia’s Southern Mili-
tary District, Major General Ramil
Gilyazov. Gilyazov praised them,
saying that the Russian-Armenian
United Grouping of Troops success-
fully used new methods of combat
training.

The joint unit originally set up in
2000 consists of soldiers from the
Armenian army’s Fifth Corps and the
Russian military base in Armenia.
Moscow and Yerevan signed in No-
vember 2016 an agreement designed
to upgrade its mission and ascertain
its command-and-control structure.

October 19, 2019

as Conference Ends

T

YEREVAN - The 3-day WCIT
conference featuring high profile lead-
ers in the tech industry, as well as the
arts and entertainment, with over 6000
attendees from 70 nations, wrapped
up on October 9, raising Armenia’s
placement on the world stage in the
area of IT development and research.

“Large companies are exploring
the region from the point of view of
development where they can make
regular investments,” said Alexander
Yesayan, Chairman of the WCIT Or-
ganizing Committee. “They conduct
research and make comparisons on
what is happening in the region. Such
an event, it seems to me, will give us
the opportunity to raise the position of
Armenia within the framework of our
region,” added Yesayan.

According to Karen Vardanyan,
President of the Union of IT Enter-
prises, Armenia’s position in the IT
world has been elevated due to the
successful conference and he is as-
sured that the results of the huge un-
dertaking will be apparent for years to

X

come. The conference is said to have
created many business relationships
with a multitude of agreements being
signed between companies worldwide,
including Armenia.

The prestigious event featured
prominent figures in IT, including the
vice presidents of Intel, Google, Si-
emens, Ericsson, Pixar, Lyft and the
founders of Giphy and PicsArt, to
name a few. Alexis Ohanian, Co-
founder of Reddit, participated in many
discussions and encouraged young
people to learn to code, as it is a vital
tool for the future. Ohanian also par-
ticipated in a press conference with
multi-platinum recording artist Serj
Tankian, to introduce HyeConnect, a
new digital platform connecting Ar-
menian communities globally.

With over 60 million Twitter fol-
lowers, media mogul Kim Kardashian
West stole the show on day 2 with her
talk on the power of social media and
her plans to invest in Armenia’s future
through her highly lucrative business
ventures in beauty and fashion.

Georgia Prime Minister Hails
Armenia's Support

Georgia’s new Prime Minister
Giorgi Gakharia praised Armenia for
recognizing Georgian sovereignty over
two breakaway regions during his first
official visit to Yerevan on Tuesday.

“Armenia supports us on the ques-
tion of our territorial integrity, which
is very important for us and for which
we are grateful,” Gakharia said after
talks with his Armenian counterpart
Nikol Pashinian.

“I think that we should maintain
this positive dynamic and strengthen
mutual support on international plat-
forms,” he told reporters.

Gakharia, who was elected prime
minister by the Georgian parliament
last month, did not elaborate on the
Armenian support cited by him. Johnny
Melikian, a Yerevan-based Georgia
analyst, suggested that he referred to
Yerevan’s decision in June to abstain
in a UN General Assembly vote on a
resolution on the conflicts in Abkhazia
and South Ossetia.

“There used to be consensus in the
1990s,” Melikian told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nianservice. “Tbilisi and Yerevanunder-
stood that they should not vote against
each other. This changed in the 2000s
under [then Georgian President Mikheil]
Saakashvili. Deepening relations with

Azerbaijan and Turkey, they adopted a
more pro-Azerbaijani foreign policy.”

“This move [by Armenia]
showed Tbilisi that we support them
and expect the same kind of assis-
tance from them if Azerbaijan or an-
other state comes up with an anti-
Armenian document on Nagorno-
Karabakh,” he said.

Speaking at a joint news briefing
with Gakharia, Pashinian said Geor-
gian-Armenian relations must not be
hampered by “external factors. “We
discussed regional conflicts in this
context,” he said.

“I reaffirmed our position that
every conflict is unique and solutions
to conflicts should therefore stem from
their essence,” added Pashinian. “In
this regard we stressed the importance
of maintaining balanced positions on
issues sensitive to each other.”

Georgian-Armenian economic
ties were also high on the agenda of the
talks, with both prime ministers sin-
gling out bilateral cooperation on en-
ergy and transport. Gakharia noted
“good progress” in that area.

According to official Armenian
statistics, Georgian-Armenian trade
rose by over 5 percent to $92 million in
the first eight months of this year.
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Yervant Balian 86
One of the Last Silversmiths in Beirut

By Zeina Antonios

Sitting in front of his workshop
on Armenia Street in Beirut, Yervant
Balian has an eye on passers-by and
another on his employees. In the neigh-
borhood, this silversmith, who has
operated for 68 years, is known as
Master Yervant.

It is only this year that he has
stopped operating the machines him-
self, but he continues to oversee the
manufacture of the silverware that
comes out of his workshop. One way,
perhaps, for this man who has been
working from a young age to prepare
for retirement. “I am tired. 86 years is
a lot,” he says with a sigh. Yervant
manufactures silver tableware, candle-
sticks, and copper kettles. But his
specialty is the cups and medals that
are awarded in all the championships
in the region. “I’m the only one in
Lebanon to make these cuts,” he says.
I export them to the Gulf countries.
But more and more people are now
buying cuts made in China, while they
are of poor quality.”

Master Yervant also supplies
wholesale parts to Lebanese traders,
including Tripoli, Tyre, Saida and Bourj
Hammoud. “The cutlery and copper
utensils that you find in most of
Gemmayze’s restaurants today come
from my home,” he says, quite proud
of his company, rising to the sweat of
his brow.

At 86, Yervant Balian is without a
doubt one of the oldest active silver-
smiths in the country. He learned this
trade on his own, after having joined
an aluminum product manufacturing
plant when he was 17 years old. To-
day, Yervant is one of the pillars of
Armenia Street, a neighborhood of
which it is the living memory. Not
surprisingly, everyone knows him in
this street, and he considers himself,
because of his advanced age, as “the
father of all.”

At the age of six, in 1939, just
after the Second World War, Mr. Balian
arrived in Beirut with his parents. His
father, a worker, was struggling to
make ends meet and raising his four
children. “When we arrived in Leba-
non, we settled in Armenia Street, in a
one-bedroom apartment. Since then, I
have never really left here,” says the
craftsman. His father could not afford
to provide education for all his chil-
dren, Yervant, who was born in
Alexandretta (Iskenderoun) in
[today’s] Turkey, had to leave school,

and spends his days scouring to make
money by selling chewing gum. “I
made more money than my father at
the time, just by selling my chewing
gum! At first, he was afraid that I was
flying,” recalls the old man. “I could
have gone wrong,” he admits today.
But at home, it was not allowed, I had
to either learn a trade, or go to school.
My brother was able to study.”

Multilingual and a Globe-trotter

In Yervant Balian’s workshop, a
photo of Andranik Ozanian, com-
mander of the Armenian army and
leading figure of the struggle against
the Ottoman Empire in the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth century.
courtesy lorientlejour.com

In his workshop is a photograph
of Andranik Ozanian, commander of
the Armenian army and figure of the
struggle against the Ottoman Empire in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. “Andranik Pasha is a hero!
My uncle fought with him,” says
Yervant proudly. This uncle, the sil-
versmith, was able to meet him a few
years ago ... in Azerbaijan, and at the
moment when he least expected it. “Dur-
ing one of my trips to Armenia, during
the Soviet Union, I learned that my uncle
was still alive,” says Balian. I finally
traced him to Baku, Azerbaijan, and I
went to see him. The following year, |
went back to visit him with my wife.”

Master Yervant traveled a lot in
his youth. And despite the fact that he
had to leave school at a very young
age, the octogenarian is multilingual.
“In addition to Armenian, I speak Ara-
bic, Turkish, Polish, French and En-
glish. I have traveled a lot, all over the
world. I have been to Spain at least 10
times, Italy and Poland. And I know
Armenia better than those who live
there,” he says.

Yervant Balian was even engaged
in politics at a time, especially in the
ranks of the Social Democratic
Hunchakian party ... “I was shot on
October 18, 1958 (during the political
crisis and the armed clashes that took
place in Lebanon at the time), he said
showing bullet marks on his chest ... |
even worked as a bodyguard for some
great political figures. But today, it’s
over. “My policy is my family,” he
assures, without giving a name. The
page is turned.

Like many Lebanese, Yervant
saw his three children emigrate one by
one after their studies and none of
them ever expressed the wish to take
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Glendale Community College Armenian
Genocide Commemoration Bill Signed by
Governor Gavin Newsom

SACRAMENTO — Last night,
the Glendale Community College Ar-
menian Genocide Commemoration Bill,
SB 568, authored by State Senator
Anthony J. Portantino (D-La Caflada
Flintridge), was signed by Governor
Gavin Newsom. Prior to the passage
of SB 568, GCC would have had to
forfeit nearly $500,000 if it were to
close on April 24th to commemorate
the Armenian Genocide. Unlike the K-
12 Education Code, which gave the
GUSD the ability to properly respect
and close on April 24th, Community
Colleges had no such authority prior to
today. This situation created an emo-
tional and practical problem for many
Glendale families where one child at-
tended GCC and another attended a
school which closed. It also created a
significant financial difficulty for GCC
in order to properly respect such an
important and solemn day for many of
the school families and the greater
GCC community. To rectify the situ-
ation, GCC Board Members requested
legislative help from Senator
Portantino. As a long-time friend and
supporter of the college and the Arme-
nian American Community, Senator
Portantino respectfully took up the
cause. Today’s action is the final
appropriate result!

“Two years ago, I was honored
to have been asked by GCC Board
members to help offset the cost of
closing on April 24th. Today, I am
very proud to have sent a bill to the
Governor to help our Armenian Com-
munity, greater community, the fac-
ulty, administrators, and students of
GCC solemnly and appropriately com-
memorate the Armenian Genocide with-
out unnecessary financial pressure. |
am grateful to Governor Newsom,
who continues to support and recog-
nize the importance of the Armenian
American Community in California,
for his signature, sensitivity and un-
derstanding of this situation,” com-
mented Senator Portantino.

Senator Portantino, who has a

long and positive relationship with the
Armenian American and Glendale Com-
munity College community, negoti-
ated directly with the Community Col-
lege Chancellor’s Office to bring an
amenable solution to this issue. The
bill received bipartisan support in the
Senate and the Assembly. The signing
of SB 568 is the culmination of those
discussions and actions.

“Glendale Community College
commends Senator Portantino for his
leadership and the Legislature and
Governor Newsom for their support in
enactment of this important law. GCC
will use this legal day of remembrance,
and other opportunities throughout the
year, to educate our students and com-
munities about the Armenian Genocide
to assure such atrocities never happen
again,” said Dr. David Viar, Superin-
tendent/President of GCC.

GCC President Dr. David Viar
and Executive Vice President Dr. An-
thony Culpepper traveled to Sacra-
mento over the last year to offer testi-
mony in support of SB 568. In addition
to Chairing the Senate Appropriations
Committee, Senator Portantino also
Chairs the Senate Select Committee on
California, Armenia & Artsakh Trade,
Art, Cultural and Economic Exchange.
He recently helped facilitate the formal
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between California and the
Republic of Armenia which included
the establishment of a California Trade
Deskin Yerevan. He was in New York
with Governor Newsom, Prime Minis-
ter Pashinyan and High Commissioner
Zareh Sinanyan for the historic MOU
signing event.

“It is such good karma that I was
sitting in Yerevan when I received the
news from the Governor’s office that
SB 568 was signed. Clearly, the benefits
of SB 568 go far beyond financial. When
GCC closes on April 24th it educates
many non-Armenians about the histori-
cal significance of April 24th and the
horror of the first Genocide of the 20th
Century,” concluded Senator Portantino.

over his business. “My brother-in-law
works with me now, but the industrial
sector is in decline all over the country.
No one wants to do this job. It is
expensive to buy the machines and
models from which we work. More-
over, Lebanon is in a state of chaos.

There is nothing more that works in
this country,” he laments.

This article was originally fea-
tured on https://www.lorientlejour.com
and translated from French by
MassisPost staff.

Armenia Condemns Illegal Turkish Invasion

Continued frompage 1

in and around the northern Syrian city
of Aleppo in February.

According to a senior Armenian
Foreign Ministry official, Armen
Melkonyan, around 3,000 Syrian Ar-
menians currently live in the north-
eastern city of Qamishli close to the
Turkish border.

“Qamishli was shelled yesterday
but most of the city is under Syrian
government control,” Melkonyan told
RFE/RL’s Armenian service. “I don’t
think that the Turkish invasion will
reach areas controlled by the Syrian
authorities.”

“Our embassy in Damascus is in
constant touch with the leadership of
the [local Armenian] community and
they do not want to be evacuated yet
because they don’t see a danger at the
moment,” said Melkonyan. Neverthe-
less, he added, the embassy and the
Armenian consulate in Aleppo are mak-
ing contingency plans for a mass
evacuation of local Syrian Armenians.

In Melkonyan’s words, on Thurs-
day morning 13 Armenian families fled
their homes in the town of Tel Abyad,
one of the reportedly four points of
Turkish troops’ entry into Syria. Tel
Abyad had 16 Armenian families before
the Turkish incursion, said the diplomat.
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Armenian Rebirth, 1000-1795
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By Kevork Keushkerian

This lecture was organized by
Tekeyan Cultural Association’s Pasa-
dena-Glendale Chapter. It took place
on Sunday, October 6, 2019, at 5:00
p.m. at the Beshgeturian Center Hall in
Altadena.

On behalf of TCA’s Pasadena-
Glendale Chapter, Kevork Keushkerian
welcomed the guests and then intro-
duced the lecturer: Norayr Dadourian.

Norayr was born in Istanbul,
Turkey. He firstattended Karaguezian
Elementary School, and then
Mkhitarian Middle and Secondary
School. He was accepted to the Uni-
versity of Bosporus in Istanbul,
where he studied philosophy and
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree.

He is married to Never Silahli
and have four children. He has been
teaching Armenian language and lit-
erature at the AGBU Vatche and
Tamar Manoukian High School in
Pasadena, since its founding in 2006.
Every summer, he takes his 11* grade
students to Armenia for an explor-
atory, educational, and cultural trip.

Mr. Dadourian presented his lec-
ture: The Armenian Rebirth (1000-
1795) with a slide show that took a
little over one hour, but it was both
very interesting and highly informa-
tive. The Armenian Rebirth is the po-
etic era that starts after Krikor of
Nareg (951-1003) and ends before
Sayat Nova, who was born in 1712.

It was very interesting to know
that up until Krikor of Nareg, the Ar-
menian poetry was spiritual in nature,
composed of prayers and hymns, and
addressed to God. After that, Arme-
nian poetry took a major turn towards
the secular realm, addressing previ-
ously considered taboo themes like the

beauty of nature, enjoying food and
drink, and confessions of love.

Slide by slide, Mr. Dadourian
presented nineteen poets, some of
whom were religious fathers of the
Armenian church and two of whom
were females, a phenomenon very
strange for that time period. This pe-
riod of Armenian poetry started with
Krikor Bahlavouni (990-1058) and
ended with Naghash Hovnatan (1661-
1722). Interestingly, Naghash means
miniature painter.

Poetic dialogue between lovers
in the Armenian rebirth era, as pre-
sented by Mr. Dadourian, evolved from
figurative speech, where expressions
of love were implicit to more explicit
language. In the figurative speech
realm, bird meant lover boy, whereas
rose meant lover girl. In the more
explicit expressions later, words like
bosom, breast, and kissing on the lips
were commonly used.

It was interesting to know that
Hovhannes Yerznkatsi (1225-1293)
was the inventor of the quatrains in the
secular Armenian poetry. Another eye
opening fact that was revealed in the
lecture was the use of the triangular
dialogue by Nahabed Kouchag, who
died in 1592.

At this time, triangular dialogue
(seethe picture) was introduced, where
the man addressed his lover through an
imaginary figure, as direct verbal en-
counter was not politically correct yet.
Furthermore, Nagash Hovnatan was
commissioned to paint the dome of St.
Echmiadzin in 1712.

In tune with the theme of the
lecture, Khatchig Nahabedian rendered
a beautiful song by Sayat Nova. Re-
ception followed the lecture, during
which the members of the audience
continued asking informed questions
to the lecturer.

“‘No Place Like Home’:
Ergir and the Ex-Ottoman Armenians in
Soviet Armenia” with Aysenur Korkmaz

FRESNO — Aysenur Korkmaz,
from the University of Amsterdam,
will present a talk “‘No Place Like
Home’: Ergir and the Ex-Ottoman
Armenians in Soviet Armenia” at
7:30PM on Wednesday, October 30,
in the University Business Center,
Alice Peters Auditorium, at Fresno
State.

The presentation is part of the
Armenian Studies Program Fall 2019

Lecture Series and is supported by the
Clara Bousian Bedrosian Fund.

This talk explores spatial attach-
ments among the ex-Ottoman Arme-
nians who survived the Armenian geno-
cide and settled in their ‘new home-
land’, Soviet Armenia. It addresses the
question of how the refugees dealt
with loss and displacement and re-
flected on their former hometowns,
referred to as ‘Ergir’, a spatial con-
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Three New Members to Serve on Zoryan
Institute Corporate Board of Directors

TORONTO — The Zoryan In-
stitute has announced that three new
members have accepted the Institute’s
invitation to serve on its Corporate
Board of Directors: Mr. Diran Avedian
from Montreal, Canada, Ambassador
Armen Yeganian from Yerevan, Ar-
menia, and Mr. Federico Gaitan
Hairabedian from Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina.

Diran Avedian is the President
and Founder of LACTOPUR INC. For
over 40 years, Mr. Avedian has been
involved in international trade of com-
modities.

Diran Avedian is a graduate of
the American University of Beirut in
Economics and later received his MBA
from McGill University in Montreal.

Mr. Avedian is a long-time sup-
porter, philanthropist and representa-
tive of the Zoryan Institute. He has
provided scholarships for several stu-
dents from Latin America to attend the
Zoryan Institute’s graduate-level Geno-
cide and Human Rights University Pro-
gram organized in partnership with the
University of Toronto History Depart-
ment.

As a Corporate Director, he will
continue to serve as a vital liaison to
the academic and Armenian communi-
ties in Montreal. He will also continue
to help develop many valuable relation-
ships with the Institute, particularly in
Latin America.

Federico Gaitan Hairabedian is
the President of the Luisa Hairabedian
Foundation, a fraternal organization to
the Zoryan Institute in Buenos Aires.
He served as a prosecuting attorney
for several years and is currently in
private practice in Argentina.

As a Human Rights lawyer, Mr.
Hairabedian works on behalf of the
families of persons who disappeared
during Argentina’s military dictator-

ship. Through his work, more than
fifty members of the Argentine mili-
tary dictatorship were brought to jus-
tice and condemned for their actions.

Hairabedianis a 2005 alumnus of
the Institute’s Genocide and Human
Rights University Program. Hereceived
his law degree in 2012 and completed
postgraduate studies in Criminal Law
and International Human Rights Law
and International Humanitarian Law
from 2014-2018.

Asa Corporate Director, Federico
Gaitan Hairabedian will help the Insti-
tute and its affiliated organization, the
Luisa Hairabedian Foundation, to ex-
pand its activities in Latin America and
establish important partnerships with
universities and academic institutions
as part of the future growth and devel-
opment plan for the Institute.

Armen Yeganian was formerly
Armenia’s Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to Canada and is
now serving as Director of Policy
Planning Department at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia. Previously he was Chief of
the State Protocol Service Agency
(2017-2018).

In 1992, Armen Yeganian re-
ceived Master’s degree from Yerevan
State University, graduating from the
Armenian History Department. From
1985-1987 he studied Modern History
at the Leningrad State University.

As a Corporate Board Member,
his role will be critical in guiding and
directing the Institute in its efforts in
Armenia. He will provide invaluable
insight into the Institute’s activities in
dealing with the forces and factors
that shape Armenia today.

For a complete list of the
Institute’s Board of Directors, please
visit: https://zoryaninstitute.org/about-
us/#teamb

struct denoting a symbolic ‘Armenian
homeland’ or a ‘local homeland’ in
Anatolia.

Korkmaz argues that the refu-
gees conceptualized Ergir not only in
relation to their expulsion but also the
socio-political factors that influenced
them in Soviet Armenia in three peri-
ods. The first era of reflection on Ergir
was the 1920s and 1930s, replete with
nostalgic sentiments. The second was
the suppression of the theme of Ergir,
between 1936-1960, particularly dur-
ing political crackdowns in Stalin’s
era. The third period saw the revival of
Ergir and marked a new phase in the
conceptualizations of ‘homeland’ in
which the displacement from Anatolia

in 1915-1916 and the Stalinist purges
have been enmeshed into one tragedy
of the ex-Ottoman Armenians.

Aysenur Korkmaz is a PhD re-
searcher at the University of
Amsterdam, European Studies. She
earned her Master’s degree at Central
European University, Nationalism
Studies with honors. Her main areas
of interest are the late Ottoman Em-
pire, Soviet Armenia, as well as an-
thropological concepts of homeland,
sacralization, and materiality. She has
published several articles on the
Hamidian Massacres, and the lives of
Ottoman Armenian intellectuals in the
nineteenth century, and the Armenian
genocide. Korkmaz’s current doctoral
research explores the post-genocide
articulations of the Armenian home-
land (Ergir), through materiality and
rituals.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking, with a permit,
is available in Lot P6 or P5. Free
parking codes are available through
the Armenian Studies Program.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Programat 278-2669, visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.
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Date: November 8 - 10, 2019

G wib hG:
Diocese-h (AACCWD):
Van Nuys, CA 91406:

www.aaccwd.com Juwjpp:

SAVETHE DATE

AACCWD Sacred Music Convention & Assembly
Workshops, classes, and more!
Please visit www.aaccwd.com for tickets & full details!

Location: Saint Peter Armenian Apostolic Church
17231 Sherman Way Van Nuys, CA 91406
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