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Burbank, and Pasadena

Helping seniors live more
independently in their own homes
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~— Pacific PACE

Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly

Call to learn more
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(800) 851-0966 | TTY (800) 735-2922 | pacificpace.org
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Organization of Istanbul Armenians
Invites you to attend the

13TH COMMEMORATION OF
HRANT DINK'S ASSASSINATION

Master of Ceremonies & Discussant

EDVIN MINASSIAN, ESQ.

Chairman of OlA Board of Trustees

ROY ARAKELIAN TAMAR NALCIH

Editor In Chief of the Armenian Section of Agos
Newspaper: novellst, author, who will be awarded
the annual Hrant Dink Spirvit of Freedom and
Justice Medal.

Member of Friends of Hrant
organization. 13 years of
Vigilonce for justice”

Roy Arakelfan. Exg. prominent
aftormey from Panis. Fronce;
Authar of Armendan Communify
of Adranople,

a Msdonke, culturol and
sociclogical perspective

GARD GHAZARIAN, S0

Prominent activist and attomey , reflections en “Two Armenian

o
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Republics. Our Nation, £ Hrant Dinks Prophecy 13 Years Later ‘
il

Sunday, January 19, 2020 at 6 PM

Organization of Istanbul Armenians
“Krikor & Aved Kurkcuoglu Hall” 19726 Sherman Way, Winnetka, CA 91306
Reception to follow

For Information, please call Dr. Ohannes Kulak Avedikyan at (818) 800-1976
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Armenia Reaffirms Neutrality on U.S.-Iran Standoff
Urges Both Sides to De-Escalate Tensions

YEREVAN -- Armenia has called
on neighboring Iran and the United
States to de-escalate their tensions
following the assassination of Iranian
General Qassem Soleimani.

Official Yerevan also pledged at
the weekend to maintain neutrality in
the conflict while offering condolences
to Tehran over the death of the power-
ful commander of Iran's elite Quds
Force.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif and his Armenian counter-
part Zohrab Mnatsakanyan discussed
the crisis in a phone call which the
Armenian Foreign Ministry said was
initiated by the Iranian side.

“On behalf of the Government

of Armenia, Foreign Minister
Mnatsakanian expressed condo-
lences to the Government and people
of Iran on the demise of the high-
ranking Iranian official,” the minis-
try said in a statement.

It added that Mnatsakanian also
“stressed the importance of prevent-
ing further tensions and de-escalating
the situation through peaceful means.”

“Iran is a friendly country for us
and the United States is a friendly
country for us,” Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said later on Sunday. “In
this situation we certainly cannot be
drawn into anti-Iranian actions. We
cannot be drawn into anti-American
actions either.”

YEREVAN --“So our message is
that our partners in Iran and the United
States should refrain from steps that
would aggravate the already tense situ-
ation in our region and international
relations,” Pashinyan stressed in a live
video address which he aired on
Facebook during a hiking tour in north-
eastern Armenia.

Pashinyan discussed with senior
Armenian officials the fallout from the
assassination of Soleimani. Meeting
with Mnatsakanian, Defense Minister
Davit Tonoyan and the Armenian army
chiefofstaff, Lieutenant-General Artak
Davtian, Pashinyan stated that “The
situation in the region is worrying”.

“Our position remains the same:
Armenia will not be drawn into anti-
Iranian actions, Armenia will not be
drawn into anti-American actions, and
our hope and appeal to our friends Iran
and the U.S. is to immediately embark
on negotiations to prevent a further
deterioration ofthe situation,” he added.

Yerevan was quick to express
serious concern after Friday’s U.S.
strike in Iraq which killed Soleimani as

Continued on page 2

Armenian Citizens
Can Visit
62 Countries
Without Visa
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Armenia is ranked 81st (up from
84th last year) in the latest Henley
Passport Index.

The index is the original ranking of
all the world’s passports according to
the number of destinations their holders
can access without a prior visa.

Armenian citizens can visit 62

Continued on page 2

Armenia Celebrates Christmas

YEREVAN -- His Holiness
Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians, presided
over a Divine Liturgy and Blessing of
the Waters service celebrated on the
Feast of the Nativity and Theophany of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
representatives of legislative and ex-
ecutive authorities attended the Lit-
urgy at St. Gregory the Illumninator
Church in Yerevan.

On January 6, the Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church celebrates the Feast of
the Holy Nativity and Theophany of
Our Lord Jesus Christ, which is the
commemoration of the Birth and Bap-
tism of Jesus Christ. God was incar-
nated and appeared to the people.

During the Baptism of Jesus God
the Father said, “This is my Son,
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whom I love; with him I am well
pleased” (Mt 3:17) and the Holy Spirit
descended on Christ in the form of
dove, so God appeared to the people
for the second time. So, both
Theophanies revealed by means of the
Birth and Baptism of Jesus Christ are
celebrated in the Armenian Church
jointly on January 6.

The feast starts on the eve, in the
evening of January 5, and is continued
after the midnight. On the eve a solemn
Candlelight Divine Liturgy is celebrated
and on January 6 a solemn Divine
Liturgy is celebrated. At the conclu-
sion of the Divine Liturgy Blessing of
the Waters Service is conducted sym-
bolizing the Baptism of Christ in the
River Jordan at the commencement of
His ministry. By means of His Baptism
Jesus blessed water.

Armenia Projected to Have Highest GDP
Per-Capita In South Caucasus

YEREVAN — Armenia’s GDP
per capita is on course to exceed neigh-
boring Azerbaijan’s and Georgia’s this
year, according to the International
Monetary Fund.

In its most recent World Eco-
nomic Outlook, the IMF forecast a
GDP per capita of $4,760 for Arme-
nia in 2020, compared with $4,720
for oil-rich Azerbaijan and $4,630
for Georgia.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
made the same prediction when he
spoke in the Armenian parliament in
December.

Pashinyan seized upon the IMF
projections in a Facebook comment
posted on Monday. “Based on the re-
sults 0f 2019, we have surpassed Geor-
gia [in terms of GDP per capita,]” he
wrote. “In 2020, we will also surpass
Azerbaijan and become the leading
country of the South Caucasus.”

The Armenian economy has ex-
panded robustly since 2017 after years
of sluggish growth that followed the
2008-2009 global financial crisis. Ac-
cording to government data, economic
growth reached 7.5 percent in 2017
but slowed to 5.2 percent in 2018,
which saw a dramatic regime change
in the country. It was projected to
accelerate to at least 7 percent in 2019,
translating into a GDP per capita of
$4,530.

Vahagn Khachatryan, a Yerevan-
based economist, said this growth is
one of the reasons why Armenia’s

GDP now roughly matches that of
Azerbaijan and Georgia on a per capita
basis.

Khachatryan also argued that
unlike the national currencies of
Azerbaijan and Georgia, the Armenian
dram has avoided a major devaluation
since the collapse of international oil
prices which began in late 2014.

Azerbaijan’s GDP per capita
shrunk from almost $8,000 in 2014 to
just under $4,000 in 2016 for this
reason.

In early 2018, the World Bank
upgraded Armenia’s status from a
“lower middle income” to an “upper
middle income” nation. The official
poverty rate in the country fell from
29.4 percent in 2016 to 23.5 percent in
2018.

Armenia’s GDP per capita is pro-
jected to exceed that of not only the
two other South Caucasus states but
also six other former Soviet republics.
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ACA-PAC Endorses Joe Baghdadlian
for Pasadena City Council

PASADENA — After discussing
several key issues affecting the City
of Pasadena, the Armenian Council
of America (ACA-PAC) s pleased to
announce its endorsement of Joe
Baghdadlian for Pasadena City
Council’s 4th district ahead of the
2020 municipal elections.

“Pasadena’s 4th district is home
to a large Armenian-American com-
munity,” said ACA-PAC Boardmember
Vahe Atchabahian. “We need a repre-
sentative who understands our issues
and concerns as residents and small
business owners and that person is Joe
Baghdadlian. He is a true example of a
successful immigrant who defied odds
and achieved the American Dream like
so many of us in this community. Joe
is someone we can be proud to call our
representative and I urge everyone to
vote for himas our next councilmember
representing Pasadena’s 4th district.”

As a parent, grandparent, busi-
ness owner and longtime resident,
Baghdadlian has seen first hand the
challenges facing the city and is
committed to tackling these issues
head on. His customer service ori-
ented approach to ensure that all his
clients are satisfied is what made his
business flourish and he hopes to
use that approach as a public servant
in City Hall making sure that the City
of Pasadena serves the needs and
interests of everyone in the city.

Baghdadlian’s top priorities in-
clude improving public education and
public safety, advocating for small
and medium sized businesses and
tackling the worsening traffic and

homelessness problems plaguing the
district.

His direct, problem solving ap-
proach to overcoming obstacles and
his open door policy of proactively
listening to constituents and build-
ing coalitions with community lead-
ers, demonstrates Baghdadlian’s
genuine interest and willingness to
improve the lives and working con-
ditions of all residents and stake-
holders in Pasadena’s 4th district.

Baghdadlian’s community lead-
ership includes his participation in
his neighborhood association, serv-
ing as a volunteer for the LA County
Sheriff’s Department, the Pasadena
Unified School District and the
Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles.

“Pasadena needs leadership that
cares,” said Baghdadlian. “I’m run-
ning for City Council because we
need to make sure City Hall is re-
sponsive to our community’s con-
cerns.”

Karabakh Economy Continues
Robust Growth

STEPANAKERT — Nagorno-
Karabakh’s economy grew by an esti-
mated 9 percent in 2019, continuing a
more than decade-long rapid expan-
sion, according to officials in
Stepanakert.

The Karabakh government’s lat-
est growth projections released last
week show that the territory’s Gross
Domestic Product was on course to
total 341 billion drams ($713 million).
The resulting GDP per capita of more
than $4,800 would be slightly higher
than in Armenia.

The Karabakh economy was
worth just 70 billion drams in 2008.
Official figures indicate that it has
since grown by around 10 percent
annually in real terms, despite the
lingering risk of a renewed Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war for the disputed
territory.

Speaking at a year-end news con-
ference in Stepanakert, the Karabakh
state minister, Grigory Martirosyan,
said growth was primarily driven by
trade and services in January-Septem-
ber 2019.

Martirosian also reported signifi-
cant increases in manufacturing and
electricity production. Karabakh’s
overall industrial output accounted for
around 30 percent of GDP, the
Artsakhpress news agency quoted him
as saying. A large part of that output is
generated by a copper and molybde-

num mine located in the northern
Martakert district.

Government data cited by
Martirosyan shows that nearly one-
fifth of electricity produced in Karabakh
was exported to Armenia in 2019.

In the words of NKR President
Bako Sahakyan Karabakh gained “en-
ergy self-sufficiency” in 2017. That
was made possible by the construc-
tion of 31 small hydroelectric plants
on the mountainous region’s fast-
flowing rivers. A dozen more such
plants are reportedly under construc-
tion now.

Speaking ata December 23 meet-
ing in Yerevan of Armenia’s and
Karabakh’sleaders, Sahakyanalso said
that Karabakh has become a major
wheat exporter. “In 2019, we pro-
duced 112,000 tons of wheat, which is
twice as much as our internal de-
mand,” he said.

Despite its robust economic
growth, Karabakh remains very de-
pendent on annual subsidies from
Armenia’s government. They will fi-
nance just over half of the Karabakh
government’s 2020 budgetary expen-
ditures projected at 120 billion drams
($250 million).

The subsidies include proceeds
from import duties on non-Armenian
goods that are shipped to Karabakh
but collected by Armenia’s customs
service.
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Author of Pashinyan’s “Fake
Congratulation” to Trump Detained

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Na-
tional Security Service has revealed
the identity of the person, who dis-
seminated false information claiming
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan congratulated Donald Trump
on launching “successful” campaign
against Iran.

A Facebook user named Diana
Harutyunyan claimed on January 3
Pashinyan had congratulated Trump
on killing top Iranian military com-
mander Qasem Soleimani.

This false news was reposed by
Azerbaijani and Iranian media outlets.

The man running the fake ac-
count has been detained. He has con-
fessed to having created the page in
2018 to post politically motivated in-
formation.

“lI made the latest post about
Nikol Pashinyan’s so-called congratu-
lation to Donald Trump to discredit the
authorities, as I consider that keeping
former President Robert Kocharyan
under custody is unfair,” the man said
in a video published by the National
Security Service.

He added, however, he could not

have imagined the post would be widely
disseminated, causing harm to the
interestsand national security of the
Republic of Armenia.

The man said he regrets and
apologizes for the deed.

“A fake Armenian-language ac-
count spreads the false news that I
congratulated US President Donald
Trump on launching a “successful”
anti-Iranian operation. The report
quickly appears in Azerbaijani press
and becomes a trending news,” PM
Pashinyan said in a Facebook post.

“The news then appears in Ira-
nian press and becomes a source of
anti-Armenian inspiration for certain
forces,” he continued.

“This is the case when the false
“freedom” of speech poses a threat to
our national security. The authors of
the news and their motives need to be
clarified,” the Prime Minister con-
cluded.

Amid tensions in the Middle East,
Azerbaijani media outlets are actively
disseminating misinformation in an at-
tempt to damage the friendly relations
between Armenia and Iran.

Armenia Reaffirms Neutrality

Continued frompage 1

well as other Iranian military officials
and their Iraqi allies. Butunlike Russia,
Armenia’s main ally, it stopped short
of explicitly condemning the assassi-
nation.

Soleimani’s killing raised fresh
fears in Yerevan of a direct military
conflict between the U.S. and Iran
which could further complicate
Armenia’s transport and trade links to
the outside world. Armenia’s top dip-
lomats and military officials discussed
potential consequences of the crisis at
separate emergency meetings held on
Friday.

Pashinian said that he has in-
structed relevant state bodies to “closely

monitor the situation” and make con-
tingency plans. He declined to go into
details.

With Armenia’s borders with
Azerbaijan and Turkey closed due to
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Iran
as well as Georgia are the landlocked
country’s sole conduits to the outside
world. Successive Armenian govern-
ments have therefore maintained cor-
dial relations with Tehran.

Pashinyan has repeatedly made
clear over the past year that his admin-
istration will seek closer Armenian-
Iranian political and economic ties de-
spite the U.S. sanctions against the
Islamic Republic. He insisted in Au-
gust that Washington is not pressuring
Yerevan to curtail those ties.

Armenian Citizens Can Visit 62 Countries

Continued frompage 1

countries without visa.

The ranking is based on exclu-
sive data from the International Air
Transport Association (IATA), which
maintains the world’s largest and most
accurate database of travel informa-
tion, and enhanced by ongoing re-
search by the Henley & Partners Re-
search Department.

For the third consecutive year,
Japan hung on to its lead. Japanese
citizens can enter 191 countries either
without a visa or a visa on arrival.
Singapore dropped down to second
place with a score of 190.

Meanwhile, South Korea and
Germany lost one rank, moving down
to third place. Passport holders from
those countries don’t need to bother
with visas in 189 destinations.
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A Discussion With Longtime Public Servant Vartan Gharpetian

GLENDALE -- Glendale City
Councilmember and long-time public
servant, Vartan Gharpetian, is up for
re-election in 2020.

Gharpetian was elected to City
Council in 2015, and was voted to
serve as mayor by his colleagues in
2017. But his service to Glendale ex-
tends back almost two decades — when
in 2004 he was appointed to the Design
Review Board, and went on to serve in
over a dozen commissions, boards,
and committees since.

The councilmember and his wife,
Armina, have shared this passion for
public service throughout their 25-
year marriage. Armina is serving in her
second term on the Glendale Unified
School District Board of Education,

currently as Vice President.

“We are able to spend the time
necessary to be effective in our posi-
tions,” Gharpetian said as he reflected
on the stability he and his wife estab-
lished in their lives, which allows them
both to pursue deeper meaning in pub-
lic service. “This is a position you can
spend 5 hours a week or 50 hours a
week on, so it’s necessary to have the
time to be effective.”

Gharpetian is in the last few
months of his first term as
councilmember, one in which he
prioritized initiatives to increase
access to affordable housing, tack-
led the issue of homelessness in
Glendale, and aimed to improve
safety for all residents.

“It’s challenging — that’s what
makes it interesting,” Gharpetian said
of'the last five years as councilmember.
“There are so many tough issues that
face the community and we have to
resolve issues that will improve the
quality of life in Glendale.”

While serving as councilmember,
Gharpetian helped Glendale move
faster and further than state-wide ini-
tiatives for rent-control.

“When your rent goes up three or
four times a year, it is very difficult to
adjust,” Gharpetian said. “[ This initia-
tive] was basically to protect from
landlords that come in and purchase a
property, increase their rent, try to
increase their cap, try to sell the prop-
erty and move on.”

Most important to Gharpetian is
the protection this offers seniors in the
face of rising rent costs in the city.

“Their income plateaus,”
Gharpetian said about seniors in the
city. “A couple might receive $1,400
from social security and their rent
is $1,600 — how are they going to
live?”

“We came up with a subsidy
program of three hundred dollars a
month for them to spend on anything
they want,” Gharpetian explained, ref-
erencing an initiative that helps 1,000
families in Glendale each month.

Although the councilmember’s
re-election campaign has officially

launched, he says the big push to rally
voters will begin early in the new year,
but emphasized the importance of the
election.

“Local elections affect our lives
more than Presidential elections,”
Gharpetian said. “The decisions we
make in Glendale affect the residents
of Glendale a lot more than what is
happening in Washington, for ex-
ample.”

With endorsements already roll-
ing in from big names in local politics
like California Secretary of State, Alex
Padilla and Speaker of the California
State Aseembly, Anthony Rendon, and
with more to be revealed in the new
year, Gharpetian’s campaign is off to
a fast start.

“I’m trying to get endorsements
from different political groups and
parties to show this has nothing to do
with the Presidential elections,”
Gharpetian said. “We want to make
sure this is about people first.”

Gharpetian’s three daughters have
watched him as he has found new
ways to serve his community, and he
hopes they’ve picked up some lessons
with him along the way.

“I want them to learn how to give
back to their community, be a good
volunteer and help others,” Gharpetian
said about his daughters. “If you can
help others have a better life, you have
a better life, you feel better.”

AGBU/NAASR Panel Wrestles With Genocide, Free Speech, And Social Media

BOSTON -- Hate speech is pro-
tected in the U.S. but there are in fact
limits to free speech. Hate speech that
incites violence is considered a crime.
The tremendous growth in social me-
dia has complicated the situation. So-
cial media multiplies the effects of hate
speech, and because social media is an
anarchic space, it is almost impossible
to police.

On December 8, 2019, at
Harvard University, the Armenian
General Benevolent Union New En-
gland District and the National Asso-
ciation for Armenian Studies and Re-
search (NAASR)/Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation Contemporary Armenian
Issues Lecture Series jointly spon-
sored a panel discussion entitled “In-
citement to Genocide, Freedom of
Expression, and Social Media.”

The panel featured Dr. Henry
Theriault, Associate Vice President for
Academic Affairs, Worcester State
University, who also serves as the
President of the International Associa-
tion of Genocide Scholars; Dr.
Jermaine McCalpin, Assistant Profes-
sor, Chair of the African and African-
American Studies Program at New
Jersey City University, an internation-
ally recognized expert and consultant
on transitional justice, genocides and
reparations; and Dr. Ohannes Kili¢cdagi,
who recently completed a postdoctoral
fellowship at the Center for Middle
Eastern Studies at Harvard University
and currently serves as the Coordina-
tor of the Krikor Guerguerian Online
Archive Project at the Strassler Center
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at
Clark University. The panel was intro-
duced and moderated by Marc
Mamigonian, Director of Academic

Lefttoright: panelists Henry Theriault, Jermaine McCalpin, and Ohannes Kilicdagi

Affairs at NAASR.

Ara Balikian, chairman of the
AGBU New England District, opened
the evening by explaining that the pro-
gram was an initiative of the AGBU to
mark the International Day of Com-
memoration and Dignity of the Victims
of the Crime of Genocide and of the
Prevention of this Crime on December
9. He turned things over to Marc
Mamigonian who introduced the speak-
ers and outlined the parameters of the
discussion.

The first speaker, Dr. Theriault,
focused on the direct connection be-
tween hate speech and genocide. Not-
ing that genocide denial is itself a form
of hate speech, Theriault invoked Is-
rael Charny who has written that de-
nial mocks victims and celebrates their
destruction. Incitement is an action
through hate speech. Often incitement
is subtle and seen as protected speech.
Hate speech changes the ethical stan-
dards by which decisions to act are

made, making violence more likely.

Theriault explained that hate
speech in liberal democracies is usu-
ally considered protected speech, based
on the “Harm Principle.” This prin-
ciple holds that speech can only be
punished if it directly causes material
damage and can only be prevented if it
will be directly responsible for vio-
lence. However, he observed, those
using hate speech but not doing direct
violence are still part of the process
resulting in genocidal violence and
should be held accountable. Further-
more, even after genocidal violence
ends, denial as a form of hate speech
still does material harm.

Instead of recommending
criminalization of hate speech, Dr.
Theriault believes that punishment
should concentrate on repairing the
damage caused by hate speech such as
correcting the historical record. Legal
sanctions are not only justified for hate
speech that incites violence but are

also justified for genocide denial which
is a growing form of hate speech on
the internet.

Dr. Kiligdagi focused his remarks
on the case of Dogu Peringek, the
president of the Fatherland Party in
Turkey, who made three public
speeches in Switzerland in 2005 and
said that the Armenian Genocide is an
“imperialist lie.” The Switzerland-Ar-
menian Association lodged a criminal
complaint against him, at the end of
which he was convicted on the Swiss
Criminal Code’s prohibition of hate
speech and justification of genocide.
Following various appeals, the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights decided
that Peringek was protected by Article
10 of the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR) and his free-
dom of expression had been breached
by Swiss authorities.

Kili¢dagi explained thatthe ECHR
in its decision expressed the view that
there was no tense political environ-
ment about the Armenian Genocide
and no serious possibility of a clash
between Turks and Armenians in Swit-
zerland, and therefore that Peringcek’s
statements were not incitement to vio-
lence. Additionally, since Peringek had
made his speeches “only” in three
public events, their impact was lim-
ited—a remarkable view in the age of
the internet and social media.

However, in Kiligdagi’s assess-
ment, the ECHR, which claims to pro-
tect universal norms and values per-
taining to human rights, adopted a
parochial approach in this case. In the
era of global social media and commu-
nication technology, the effects of

Continued onpage 4
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Dr. Ani Abrahamian Lecture at
Ararat-Eskijian Museum

MISSION HILLS The Ararat-
Eskijian Museum (AEM) and National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR)/ Calouste
Gulbenkian foundation Lecture Series
on Contemporary Armenian Issues are
pleased to announce an upcoming pre-
sentation Science, Technology and
Education in Armenia a conversation
with Dr. Ani Aprhamian Director,
Alikhanyan National Science Labora-
toryinYerevan, Armenia, and Freimann
Professor of Experimental Nuclear
Physics, University of Notre Dame.

Sunday January 12, 2020, 4PM
Ararat-Eskijian Museum/Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Rd., Mission Hills
Ca 91345.

Professor Ani Aprahamian was
appointed Director of A.I. Alikhanyan
National Science Laboratory (Yerevan
Physics Institute) in April 2018. She is
the first woman and the first diasporan
Armenian to hold this important posi-
tion. Prof. Aprahamian was born in
Lebanon and is a descendant of Arme-
nian Genocide survivors. She holds a
B.A. and Ph.D. from Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts. Professor
Aprahamian has over 200 invited talks
at various National and International
Conferences and over 200 publica-
tions in refereed journals, book chap-

ters, etc. She is active in numerous
international and national advisory
committees in nuclear science. Among
the many honors recognizing her
achievements, she is an Elected Fel-
low of Science Academy of Republic
of Armenia, the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, and
the American Physical Society.

Free admission and open to the
public.

For more information call the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum at 747-500-
7584 or e-mail Eskijian@ararat-
eskijian-museum.com.

Live Stream through Ararat-
Eskijian Museum.com Website or
Facebook

AAF Shipped $71 Million of Aid
to Armenia and Artsakh During 2019

GLENDALE -- The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered $6.4
million of humanitarian assistance to
Armenia and Artsakh during the
fourth quarter of 2019. Of this
amount, the AAF collected $5.9 mil-
lion of medicines and other supplies
donated by Americares ($4 million);
DirectRelief ($1.6 million); Catholic
Medical Mission Board ($199,000);
Health Partners International of
Canada ($81,000) and MAP Interna-
tional ($9,000).

Other organizations which
contributed valuable goods during this
period were Armenian Missionary As-
sociation of America ($282,000) and
Project Agape ($223,000).

The medicines, medical sup-
plies and hygiene products donated
during this period were sent to the
AGBU Claudia Nazarian Medical Cen-
ter for Syrian Armenian Refugees in
Yerevan, Aleppo Compatriotic Charity
Organization, Arabkir United Children’s
Foundation, Armenian Eyecare Project,
Armenian Missionary Association of
America, City of Smile Foundation,
Fund for Armenian Relief, Institute of
Perinatology, Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy Center, Metsn Nerces Charitable

Organization, Muratsan Children’s En-
docrinology Center, National Hema-
tology Center, St. Grigor Lusavorich
Medical Center, and the health minis-
tries of Armenia and Artsakh.

During the twelve months of
2019 AAF shipped to Armenia and
Artsakh the phenomenal amount of
$71 million of medicines, medical sup-
plies and other relief products. In the
past 30 years, including the shipments
under its predecessor, the United Ar-
menian Fund, the AAF has delivered to
Armenia and Artsakh a grand total of
$891 million worth of relief supplies
on board 158 airlifts and 2,456 sea
containers.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars of life-saving medi-
cines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We welcome your generous
donations to be able to continue deliv-
ering this valuable assistance to all
medical centers in Armenia and
Artsakh,” stated Harut Sassounian, the
President of AAF.

For more information, call the
AAF office: (818) 241-8900; Email:
sassoun@pacbell.net.

AGBU/NAASR Panel Wrestles With Genocide

Continued frompage 3

Peringek’s speeches could not remain
limited to Switzerland. Social media
multiplies the impact of genocide
denialism, hate speech, and racism.
Kiligdagi advocated that international
political and judicial bodies adopt a
global outlook against the globalrise of
discriminatory populism if they want

to prevent the repetition of mass atroci-
ties anywhere in the world.

The final speaker, Prof. McCalpin,
observed that we often create a false
dichotomy between speech and ac-
tion, perhaps in part due to the apho-
rism facta non verba: action not words.
That is, people create a separation
between words and deeds even though
speech is of critical causal importance

January 11, 2020

“David Ohannessian and the Armenian
Ceramics of Jerusalem” by Sato Moughalian

FRESNO — Author Sato
Moughalian will speak on “David
Ohannessian and the Armenian Ce-
ramics of Jerusalem” at 7:30PM on
Tuesday, January 28, 2020, in the
University Business Center, Alice
Peters Auditorium, Room 191, on
the Fresno State campus.

The talk is the first in the Spring
Lecture Series of the Armenian Stud-
ies Program and is supported by the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

Along the cobbled streets and
golden walls of Jerusalem, brilliantly
glazed tiles catch the light and beckon
the eye. These colorful wares—known
as Armenian ceramics—are iconic fea-
tures of the Holy City. Silently, these
works of ceramic art—an art that
graces homes and museums around
the world—also represent a riveting
story of resilience and survival.

In 1919, David Ohannessian
founded the art of Armenian ceram-
ics in Jerusalem, where his work and
that of his followers is now cel-
ebrated as a local treasure. Born in an
isolated Anatolian mountain village,
Ohannessian mastered a centuries-
old art form in Kiitahya, witnessed
the rise of violent nationalism in the
waning years of the Ottoman Em-
pire, endured arrest and deportation
in the Armenian Genocide, founded a
new tradition in Jerusalem under the
British Mandate, and spent his final
years, uprooted once again, in Cairo
and Beirut.

Moughalian will detail the lin-
eage of her grandfather David
Ohannessian’s ceramic tradition and
document the critical roles his depor-
tation and his own agency played in
its transfer—aspects of the story ob-
scured in the art historical narrative.
She will speak about the process of
coming to terms with her family’s
past, the ways in which that served
as an impetus to excavate and re-
construct her grandfather’s history
through archival research, and the
importance of preserving the stories
of peoples displaced through migra-
tion.

Sato Moughalian is the author of
Feast of Ashes: The Life and Art of
David Ohannessian (Redwood Press/
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Sato Maoughalian

Stanford University Press, 2019). She
is also an award-winning flutist in
New York City and Artistic Director of
Perspectives Ensemble, founded in
1993 at Columbia University to ex-
plore and contextualize works of com-
posers and visual artists. She serves
as principal flutist of the American
Modern Ensemble and Gotham Cham-
ber Opera, and can be heard on more
than thirty chamber music recordings
for Sony Classics, BIS, Naxos, as
well as YouTube, Spotify, and other
major music platforms. Since 2007,
Moughalian has traveled to Turkey,
England, Israel, Palestine, and France
to uncover her grandfather’s traces,
has published articles, and gives talks
on the genesis of Jerusalem’s Arme-
nian ceramic art.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Parkingis available in Fresno
State Lots P6 and P35, near the Univer-
sity Business Center, Fresno State.
Free parking permits are available by
using a parking code available through
the Armenian Studies Program.

Feast of Ashes will be on sale at
the lecture.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Programat 278-2669, visit our
website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

in the cascading into genocide or xe-
nophobic violence. “One cannot sepa-
rate what is said from what happens
primarily because genocidal violence
is not spontaneous combustion and
those speaking are not lone wolves
with no listeners,” noted McCalpin,
and when thought leaders and dema-
gogues speak people listen and in lis-
tening, they act.

McCalpin emphasized that those
who are influencers and inciters can-
not be absolved by declarations that
they didn’t kill anyone or ordered kill-
ings. Words have consequences; hate

speech proceeds from hateful per-
sons, and while freedoms of speech
and expression are protected rights,
they are not limitless rights.
Following the three speakers’ pre-
pared comments they engaged in a
lengthy discussion with audience mem-
bers, rounding out an impressive and
substantive evening. There was general
agreement among the speakers and event
organizers that the discussion served as
an important starting point and that the
topic will be taken up in future pro-
grams. Video from the evening has been
posted on NAASR’s youtube page.
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Highlights:
All major Yerevan art and history museums, Sardarabad war memorial, Holy city of Etchmiadzin and surrounding
historic sites, Garni temple, Lake Sevan, Tsaghkadzor ski-lift, express train trip to Gyumri, Amberd castle, sacred
sites of Khor Virap and Oshakan, medieval monasteries of Haghartsin, Kecharis, Geghard, Moravank and
Hovhannavank, charming cities of Dilijan and Garis, winery tours, ancient Vardavar celebration, and two days in
mountainous Artsakh

Trip includes:

Round-trip air fare from LAX, full transportation and transfers in air-
conditioned busses, breakfasts, select lunches and dinners as specified in the
itinerary, 4-star accommodation [double occupancy), entrance fees for all
sightseeing destinations, museum tour guides (Armenian and English), farewell
dinner with live music and dance,

Space is limited. For more information, contact:
NorayrDaduryan@gmail.com
or (800) 826-7960- Carlo

Delve deeper and discoverimore weth an
award-winning Armenian teacher as vour
gl'h“f;? f‘ﬂ _i('ﬂﬂ Hn"(f
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Just listed!

-

39228 Raphael Ln, Palmdale, CA 93551

+ 3 Bedrooms
« 2.5 Baths

» 2478 Square Feet
» Year Built: 1997

» 7096 Square Foot Lot

» 2 car attached garage

Offered at: $475,000
Legacy

w Realty

“TEAVE A LASTING IEGACY™

Ezxceptional two story KB home on private cul-de-sac. Fully furnished and move-in
ready. Many upgrades throughout, including ceramic tile floors, custom kitchen,
remodelked bathrooms. Ample backyand, repkte with abundant flora, bountiful froit
trees, a gurpling Koi pond and inwiting perpola. Schedule a private viewing today.

irfarmafion deemad = Eabk but rot guaraniesd

Nick Karasarkisian
Broker/Owner
213-708-9990

E-mail: nickkarosarkisian(f@gmail.com
CalBRE # 01022153
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St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church Men’s Forum
(Ladies & Families Always Welcome)

Thursday, January 30 - 6:30 P.M.
“SPECIAL ARMENIAN DIASPORA EVENT”

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD BEING PRESENTED TO:
MR. KENNETH KHACHIGIAN

RSVP’S Are A Must As Dinner Will Be Served

* President Reagan's Chief Speech Writer, Senior Political
Adviser and Special Consultant

* Served in The White House for Three U.S. Presidents
¥ Adviser to Nine Presidential Campaigns

* Instrumental in Guiding George Deukmejian to Victory
As Governor of the State of California.

"Like the Genocide of the Armenians before it, and the Genocide of the
Cambodians which followed it — and like too many other such persecutions
of too many other peoples — the lessons of the Holocaust must never be
President Ronald Reagan, April 22, 1981

forgotten.”

At St. Gregory the Illluminator Church “Geragos Hall” 2215 E. Colorado Bivd., Pasadena

Hilda Gourdikian: 626-695-9899, Ardash Gourdikian: 626-399-1914, Church Off. : 626-449-1523
Sponsor A Dinner in Memory of a Loved One, a Birthday, an Anniversary, in Recognition of a Friend
or Family Member, a Graduation & for any Other Event. Please Contact Hilda Gourdikian above.

Church Donation $20
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