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Announces the opening of the

2020 AEBU
Scholarship Program

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG

APPLY NOW

Through June 30, 2020

V2

All eligible undergraduate students of
Armenian descent are invited to apply.

AEBU SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE
1060 North Allen Avenue ¢ Pasadena, CA 91104

62623447321
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Nationwide Lockdown Imposed in Armenia

YEREVAN -- The Armenian gov-
ernment stepped up on Tuesday its
efforts to contain the spread of
coronavirus, saying that people in Ar-
menia will only be allowed to leave
their homes to buy food, receive medi-
cal care or exercise.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
announced the nationwide lockdown
in the evening as the number of offi-
cially registered coronavirus cases in
the country rose by 14 to 249. He said
one of the persons infected with the
COVID-19 virus, a 77-year-old man,
is in “extremely grave” and four others
in “grave” condition.

In Pashinyan’s words, 868 Arme-
nians remained in quarantine and more
than 2,400 others in self-isolation. He
said 37 other people were released from
a two-week quarantine on Tuesday after
testing negative for coronavirus.

The premier also announced that
four more patients recovered from the
virus and were discharged from hospi-
tal on Tuesday. Two others were re-
portedly cured of the disease last week.

“This [lockdown] means that the
work of thousands of enterprises will
be halted and only vitally necessary
entities will be allowed to operate,”
Pashinyan said in a televised address to
the nation. “Our fellow citizens taking
to the streets will have to clearly ex-

plain where they are going and those
explanations must fit into the logic of
people’s vital movements.”

“I'want to apologize to all of your
for these restrictions and inconve-
nience,” he said. “But I hope it is
obvious to all of you that this is done
for your safety and the safety of our
parents and grandparents: pillars of
our national self-consciousness.”

Earlier in the day, a government
task force enforcing a coronavirus-
related state of emergency in Armenia
announced a de facto partial closure of
virtually all state agencies. It said only
a limited number of their employees
will be allowed to go to work.

Acting on Pashinyan’s earlier de-
cision announced overnight, the gov-
ernment also ordered the temporary
closure of all cafes and restaurants as
well as most businesses in the country.

In his latest address, Pashinyan
urged Armenians to use, if possible,
online services provided by state and
private entities. He also stressed that
food stores, pharmacies and bank of-
fices will remain open and that no
restrictions will be placed on agricul-
tural work.

“We are overcoming coronavirus
step by step ... Rest assured that we
will defeat this evil,” concluded
Pashinyan.

AEBU Scholarship Program
Open for 2020-2021 Applications

PASADENA — Amid the current
COVID-19 global crisis, the Armenian
Educational Benevolent Union (AEBU)
is highly concerned about the well
being of all communities worldwide,
and is committed more than ever to its
mission of benevolence and encourag-
ing youth to pursue education despite
the difficulties facing them. There-
fore, the AEBU Scholarship Fund Com-
mittee is pleased to announce the open-
ing of the 2020-2021 Scholarship Pro-
gram. A total of $7500 in scholarships
(up to $1500 each) will be awarded to
undergraduate students currently en-
rolled at an accredited four-year uni-
versity across the United States.

To qualify, students must be of
Armenian descent, have a minimum of
3.3 GPA, and be actively involved in

the Armenian community.

Eligible students are encouraged
to visit https://aebu.org/our-programs/
scholarship/ for additional information

Continued onpage 4

Artsakh Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Shushi Massacre of 1920 Laid the Foundation
for the Azerbaijan-Karabakh Conflict

STEPANAKERT -- One hundred
years ago, on March 23, 1920, the
authorities of the newly created
Azerbaijani Democratic Republic mas-
sacred the Armenian population of
Shushi, the then administrative and cul-
tural center of Artsakh, the Foreign
Ministry of the Artsakh Republic said in
a statement.

As a result of this heinous crime,

thousands of Armenians were killed,
tens of thousands were forced to flee
their homes and the Armenian part of the
city was looted, burned and completely
destroyed. The surviving Armenian resi-
dents of Shushi, who made up the ma-
jority of the city’s population, were
completely expelled. Most of the once

Continued onpage 4

US Halts Aid to Artsakh Amidst Heavy
Demining Activity in Region

WASHINGTON, DC - The
Trump Administration announced to-
day, to cut all aid to The Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic (Artsakh), reported
the Armenian Council of America
(ACA).

The decision by the Trump Ad-
ministration to cut aid to Artsakh
weighs heavily on the misconception
that all demining efforts have been
completed in Artsakh, a presumption
unsupported by HALO officials and
the Congressional Caucus on Arme-
nian Issues, including Congresmembers

Judy Chu and Jackie Speier, both of
which visited Artsakh recently and
advocated for an increase in funding
for much needed demining in the re-
gion. USAID officials are citing that
the fundingallocated for Artsakh should
be utilized for issues that are of a
"higher priority."

The Foreign Ministry of The
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic issued the
following statement:

A hundred years ago, on March

Continued onpage 4

Massis Weekly Announcement

Due to the spread of Coronavirus pandemic and limitations imposed by
the authorities, Massis Weekly will temporarily suspend its print edition. The
paper will be sent to more than three thousand email address in our system.
Those who wish to receive the PDF copy of the weekly can send an email to
Massis2@earthlink.net or log to massisweekly.com.
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Minsk Group Co-Chairs Call on Parties
to Observe the Ceasefire Strictly

VIENNA (Armradio) -- Noting
the current suspension of monitoring
exercises by the Personal Representa-
tive of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Of-
fice due to the exceptional situation
created by the spread of COVID-19,
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs (Igor
Popov of the Russian Federation,
Stéphane Visconti of France, and An-
drew Schofer of the United States of
America) appealed to the sides to reaf-
firm their commitment to observe the
ceasefire strictly and refrain from any
provocative action that could further
raise tensions during this period.

“Recognizing that the region’s
medical resources should be dedicated
exclusively to combating the spread of
the virus and treating those affected,
we urge the sides to exercise the great-
est possible restraint to lessen the risk
of escalation including by making maxi-
mum use of the existing direct commu-
nication links,” the Co-Chairs said in a
statement.

Despite the heavy restrictions on
international travel, the Co-Chairs will
continue their mediation efforts with-
out interruption, remaining in close
contact with each other and with the
sides.

Ambassador Andrzej Kasprzyk,
Personal Representative of the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office, announced ear-
lier today that the mission was sus-
pending the monitoring exercises.

“The ongoing situation following
the spread of COVID-19 has led to the
closure of international borders
throughout the region, travel restric-
tions for international and local staff,
as well as restrictions put in place to
avoid face-to-face contact to reduce
the risk of infection. In view of the
above, and following consultations with
the sides, monitoring exercises will be
suspended until these restrictions are
lifted. In the meantime, I continue to
be in contact with the relevant military
authorities.”

Arrest Warrant Issued for Former Minister
and Yerevan Mayor Gagik Beglaryan

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s National
Security Service (NSS) moved on
Tuesday to arrest Gagik Beglaryan, a
controversial former government min-
ister and Yerevan mayor, after bring-
ing corruption charges against him.

In a statement, the NSS claimed
that Beglaryanillegally privatized a kin-
dergarten building in central Yerevan
when he ran the Armenian capital from
2009-2011. Beglaryan paid only 24
million drams ($51,000) to buy the
kindergarten, the statement said, add-
ing that the market value of the 200-
square-meter property was almost ten
times higher.

The statement also said that al-
though a Yerevan court has allowed
investigators to arrest Beglaryan, the
latter is not in Armenia at the moment.
The NSS will try to track him down
and seek his extradition, it said.

The security service did not shed
more light on the once influential ex-
minister’s whereabouts.

A former senior member of former
President Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican
Party of Armenia (HHK), the 56-year-
old Beglaryan is no stranger to contro-
versy. Hewas forced toresignas Yerevan
mayor in December 2010 after report-
edly assaulting an official from the presi-
dential administration’s protocol unit.
The official, Aram Kandayan, incurred

Beglaryan’s ire after asking the latter’s
wife not to sit next to Sarkisian during an
opera concert in Yerevan.

Beglaryan and his bodyguards
reportedly kidnapped and beat up
Kandayan afterwards. Beglaryan was
never prosecuted for what a presiden-
tial spokesman condemned as an “un-
acceptable and intolerable” behavior.

He was on the contrary appointed
as transport minister in June 2012. He
held that post for four years.

Beglaryan, who is better known as
“Black Gago,” used to hold sway in a
central Yerevan neighborhood notorious
for election-related violence against op-
position activists. Opposition groups for
years accused him of leading a local clan
that rigged elections and bullied the
government’s political opponents.
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Jeffrey Ghazarian, 34, Dies from Coronavirus;
Recently Visited Disney World in Florida

LOS ANGELES -Jeffrey Ghazarian,
34, a Glendora resident has died just days
ago after testing positive for COVID-19.
Hehas recently visited Walt Disney World
and Universal Studios in Florida, accord-
ing to TMZ.

In a Facebook post, Ghazarian's
family members said he died Thursday
morning at a Pasadena hospital after
being hospitalized for several days,

According to TMZ, his sister
stated, "He suffered a lot and put up a
good fight. We will miss our Jeff every
day but we are thankful for all the fun
happy memories of the times we had
together."

According to his family,
Ghazarian flew from Los Angeles
to Orlando on March 2 for a work
conference. During his time in Or-
lando, he went to Disney World and
Universal theme parks with friends.

TMZ reported that Ghazarian be-
gan to develop a cough on March 7 and
the next day he coughed up blood.

He returned to Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport on March 9 and imme-
diately went to the emergency room,
where he also had a high fever.

TMZ reports that medical per-
sonnel performed a chest x-ray and
confirmed that Ghazarian had pneu-
monia. He was reportedly tested for
COVID-19 before he was sent home

with antibiotics and fluids and was
instructed to self-quarantine while he
awaited the results.

He found out he tested positive for
coronavirus on March 13, TMZ re-
ported. The next day he was taken to the
hospital by ambulance and quickly trans-
ferred to the ICU. At which point, doc-
tors discovered that his lungs were 60-
70 percent blocked with pneumonia.

Doctors chose to sedate and in-
tubate him in hopes that using a venti-
lator would help his lungs heal.

Ghazarian passed away Thurs-
day morning. His family stated he had
a history of asthma and frequent bron-
chitis as a child. He also had beat
testicular cancer back in 2016, which
made him a higher risk for contracting
coronavirus.

Armenian Fund Launches a Crowdfunding
Campaign to Fight Against Coronavirus
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YEREVAN -- Joining the efforts
for fighting COVID-2019 pandemic,
the Hayastan All-Armenian has
launched a crowdfunding campaign.

"The current pandemic of
COVID-19 has caused a global call to
action and cooperation. In times of
crisis Armenians around the word have
always come together to help each
other and their homeland.

The Government of Armenia and
the Ministry of Health have kept our
citizens informed of not only the cur-
rent situation through regular updates
but the steps required to prevent fur-
ther escalation in the spread of the
virus. Our healthcare professionals
have selflessly put their own lives at
risk to help those in need and worked

STOP COVID-19

diligently to stem the spread of this
virus. The potential for an exponential
increase, the healthcare sector needs
all the support we, as Armenians, can
provide.

For this reason, the Hayastan All
Armenian Fund is currently consoli-
dating support from Armenians around
the world in the form of donations to
this critical cause. All funds collected
through this initiative will be used to
provide urgently required medical sup-
plies to the Healthcare Sector and fami-
lies who need help to weather this
storm.

For the online crowdfunding cam-
paign go to https://
www.himnadram.org/hy/global-mobi-
lization-of-armen

Beglaryan and the former ruling HHK
always denied those allegations.
Critics of Armenia’s former lead-
ershipalso claimed thatindividuals like
Beglarian enjoy de facto impunity be-
cause Sarkisian heavily relies on them

to stay in power.

Sarkisian, his two brothers as
well as some of his current and former
political allies have been prosecuted
for alleged corruption since the 2018
“Velvet Revolution” in Armenia.
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Soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian’s “The Other Cleopatra: Queen of Armenia”

By Christine Aghakhanian

Operatic soprano and proud re-
cipient of the Republic of Armenia’s
Komitas and Movses Khorenatsi med-
als, Isabel Bayrakdarian’s album, “The
Other Cleopatra: Queen of Armenia”
released today, features three operas
bearing the title “Il Tigrane,” by ba-
roque composers Hasse, Vivaldi and
Gluck, all of which are based on the
same libretto or storyline by Abate
Francesco Silvani. The album features
fellow Grammy Award nominee
Constantine Orbelian, principal con-
ductor of Lithuania’s Kaunas Sym-
phony Orchestra.

It was by coincidence that
Bayrakdarian came across baroque
composer Hasse’s opera manuscript
“Il Tigrane” which celebrates the life,
loves, virtues and triumphs of the
Armenian King Tigranes II, also
known as Tigranes the Great of Ar-
menia or Medzn Tigran in Armenian.
This discovery led her to lay the
groundwork for her new album, con-
ducting research at the University of
California, Santa Barbara (UCSB)
where she is an Associate Professor
of Voice and Opera. “Like all seren-
dipitous connections, this project
found me, instead of the other way
around,” said Bayrakdarian.

Fascinated by the manuscript and
her strong connection to her own Ar-
menian identity, Bayrakdarian em-
barked on an extensive scholarly work
at UCSB, immersing herself in re-
searching other baroque composers
who had written operas about Tigranes
II. “I discovered there are at least
twenty-four operas written about him,
but most manuscripts were lost,” said
Bayrakdarian.

She reveals that while there are
many wonderful arias and ensembles
in the newly discovered operas, to give
her project more focus and more im-
portantly, to make it fit her own voice
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and temperament, she concentrated
on one of the main roles in the opera:
Cleopatra of Pontus, daughter of
Mithridates VI and later Queen Con-
sort of King Tigranes II.
Bayrakdarian reminisces learn-
ing about King Tigran in Armenian
history classes in her youth, but em-
phasizes that not much is taught about
his wife Cleopatra (not to be confused
with Cleopatra of Egypt). “Our his-
tory books omitted Cleopatra’s name
and existence completely,” said
Bayrakdarian. “She was in fact in-
strumental in making Tigranes II the
greatest king in Armenian history,
through the marriage alliance of the
two mighty nations: Armenia and
Pontus. I immediately felt a personal
connection to this new Cleopatra, and
was driven by a keen desire to bring
awareness to her existence and to give
her a voice, literally, after 2000 years
of silence and obscurity. This impe-
tus, as well as the fact that the newly

discovered arias were gorgeous and
were significant additions to the ba-
roque opera cannon, made it very easy
for me to actualize my project ‘The
Other Cleopatra: Queen of Armenia,’
added Bayrakdarian.

What distinguishes this unique
album from others she has released, is
Bayrakdarian’s collection of unknown,
unreleased operatic arias, which are
world premiere recordings, all coming
from different operas united by the
same liberetto or storyline. “This of-
fers the listener a rare chance to view
Cleopatra from the perspective of three
prolific composers — Hasse, Vivaldi
and Gluck—using the same text to
animate very different artistic expres-
sions. Vocally, the composers’ choice
of' vocal range for the role of Cleopatra
sits differently, making for a very di-
verse vocal showcase,” she added.

Bayrakdarian feels blessed and is
as passionate about her vocal career as
she is about being an associate profes-

sor. “Teaching and performing are
more similar than one might think.
They are both about giving. I’ve
always been passionate about perform-
ing- there’s no way to describe the
incredible feeling of being on stage,
connecting with my audience, and be-
ing a conduit for the divine through my
voice. I’m equally passionate about
guiding young singers as they grow
into their full potentials, and to help
equip them with a solid technique so
they can also be free to speak and sing
their truths,” revealed Bayrakdarian.

For young, aspiring artists
Bayrakdarian believes: “There is one
single piece of advice that keeps get-
ting reinforced in my life again and
again- find out what you love to do,
and do it fearlessly! If you’re led by
your inner voice/intuition and are pas-
sionate about sharing it and adding
value to the collective, then you will
always find your niche/calling, be a
trailblazer, and become someone who
stands out because they create some-
thing new.”

Among her many accolades,
Bayrakdarian has been featured as a
vocalist on the Grammy-Award win-
ning soundtrack of the film “The
Two Towers” from The Lord of the
Rings trilogy and on the soundtrack
of Atom Egoyan’s “Ararat.” She
sings on the BBC-produced short
film “HOLOCAUSTA Music Memo-
rial Film from Auschwitz,” as well as
her Gemini-nominated film “Long
Journey Home,” documenting her
first visit to her ancestral homeland,
Armenia. Bayrakdarian is the winner
of four consecutive Juno Awards for
Best Classical Album among several
other awards and honors.

“The Other Cleopatra: Queen
of Armenia,” is available for pur-
chase or download on Amazon,
Arkivmusic.com, iTunes and Isabel
Bayrakdarian’s official website
www.bayrakdarian.com

President Armen Sarkissian Initiates Series of Lectures Amid CoronaVirus Emergency

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian has initiated a
series of online lectures aimed at pro-
viding students with continuous edu-
cation through the use of distance
learning methods amid the state of
emergency.

Today, the President delivered
an online lecture for a group of stu-
dents of the Faculties of Mathematics
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and Mechanics, Physics, Informatics
and Applied Mathematics, as well as
Oriental Studies of the Yerevan State
University.

Among other topics, the Presi-
dent referred to the spread of the
coronavirus in the world.

“Weall live in special times when
coronavirus is spreading in Armenia
and around the world. Each of us

strives to live, not by self-isolation, but
by maintaining a certain distance from
others. I think keeping social distance
and focusing on own work is really a
good thing, especially if you are young,
if you have a lot to think about, to
learn,” president Sarkissian said.

The President said that during
the past two millennia there have been
numerous epidemics that have been of
both bacterial and viral nature. Before
the antibiotics would be discovered
social distancing or self-isolation was
the only way to fight epidemics, he
said.

Speaking about the coronavirus,
the President said we are going to
overcome it together.

“Remember that each of you must
have a clear goal and plan for this or
the coming few months and be disci-
plined at the same time,” the President
said.

“Being well-organized and disci-
plined is essential. Take responsibility
not only for our country, our nation,
this great health problem, but also for
yourself. One of your most precious
values is your time, and if you are

home for a month and connected to the
world virtually, then you should make
the most of it,” President Sarkissian
stated.

“Today, the world is very differ-
ent. I’ve been thinking about that world
for many years, even trying to apply
mathematics to the world I call quan-
tum. In the quantum sense, the pro-
cesses that take place in today’s world
are not classical because the speeds
are different, and we often move at a
very high speed. Second, we commu-
nicate at the speed of light. Third, it is
quantum in the sense that the old ap-
proaches, whether in politics, eco-
nomics, relations, are practically un-
workable, new forms are being cre-
ated. Therefore, global risks also ac-
quire a certain quantum character, that
is, they are not classically predict-
able,” the President noted.

“It is unpredictable that, for ex-
ample, if the virus starts in China,
where is the next country, — Italy or,
let’s say, France. In one of my speeches
months ago, when I was speaking

Continued onpage 4
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Aurora Humanitarian Initiative to Provide
10 Lung Ventilation Devices to

Armenian
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YEREVAN -- Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative Co-Founders and Chair-
men issued a statement on COVID-19
outbreak.

“On behalf of the partners and
supporters of the Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative, we would like to confirm
that during the outbreak of COVID-19
we fully intend to continue our global
efforts to help the most vulnerable
while supporting local health profes-
sionals on the front lines.

At the core of Aurora’s mission
is the drive to offer life and hope to
those in urgent need of basic humani-
tarian aid anywhere in the world. It
couldn’t be more relevant after
COVID-19 was declared a pandemic
by the World Health Organization on
March 11, 2020. Today, we are more
committed than ever to lending a help-
ing hand to those who might other-
wise be overlooked or forsaken en-
tirely.

This global outbreak has shifted
the global agenda. While the world is
focusing on manufacturing the vac-
cine and minimizing the damage, refu-
gees and other vulnerable communi-
ties inalterably supported by Aurora
continue to suffer and face additional

pressures in light of COVID-19. It is
important for us not to lose sight of
their hardship.

Aurora will continue giving a sec-
ond chance to those who have already
been through so much. At the same
time, the Initiative will contribute to
fighting the pandemic and supporting
the medical staff by providing ten lung
ventilation devices for Armenian Hos-
pitals using the funds raised via
#AraratChallenge campaign.

As a universal movement, we
take the safety and health of our global
community extremely seriously. In
these trying and uncertain times, one
thing is very clear: every day, more
and more people in the world will need
assistance, and it is our duty and re-
sponsibility to provide it.

This challenge is faced by all of
humanity, and we urge all of you to
join Aurora in rising to it”.

Tom Catena, Chair, Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative

Lord Ara Darzi, Chair, Aurora
Prize Selection Committee

Noubar  Afeyan, Vartan
Gregorian, Ruben Vardanyan, Co-
Founders, Aurora Humanitarian Initia-
tive

AEBU Scholarship Program

Continued frompage 1

about the scholarship, and the applica-
tionrequirements. All completed schol-
arship application packets must be
submitted on-line or by mail no later
than June 30, 2020. Mailed applica-
tions must be sent to our address at
AEBU Scholarship Committee, 1060
N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91104
postmarked by set deadline. We can
also be contacted by phone at (626)
344-7321 for further inquiries.
AEBU grants annual scholar-
ships through a competitive applica-
tion and review process. Last year,
the AEBU Scholarship Committee
selected six talented college students
in recognition of their academic ex-
cellence and community service. The
recipients were awarded for their
achievements at a prestigious recep-
tion and connected to community

leaders. This year too, the AEBU
Scholarship Committee plans to rec-
ognize the 2020 Scholarship recipi-
ents; the results of which will be
announced on August 1, 2020 on our
website and via email.

Armenian Educational Benevo-
lent Union was established in 1969 by
a group of volunteers dedicated to
enriching the lives of those in need by
providing tuition assistance and edu-
cational options. At AEBU, we believe
that scholarship is an investment in
education to empower our youth for a
brighter future. To support our pro-
grams, please visit our website at https:/
/aebu.org/donate/

Armenian Educational Benevo-
lent Union is a California based chari-
table organization, exempt from Fed-
eral income tax under section 501 (c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Tax
ID # 95-3798531.
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Artsakh Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Continued frompage 1

beautiful Armenian city was in ruins for
many years. The enormous cultural heri-
tage of Shushi was destroyed.

“The scale and cruelty of this crime
struck the contemporaries who visited
Shushi immediately after the massacre
and noted that the wells were filled with
the bodies of women and children. The
tragedy left such a deep mark on the city
and its atmosphere that even after 10
years it caused gloomy impressions and
heavy feelings, which one of the promi-
nent Russian writers of the twentieth
century, Osip Mandelstam, reflected in
his poem ‘Phaeton Driver’,” the Minis-
try said.

“The Shushi massacre became
the apotheosis of the two-year-long at-
tempts of the Azerbaijani authorities to
seize and subjugate Artsakh. These irre-
pressible and unreasonable territorial
claims on Artsakh by Azerbaijan, which
was created as a result of the Turkish
invasion in the South Caucasus, laid the
foundation for the Azerbaijan-Karabakh
conflict in its modern sense. The
Azerbaijani authorities tried to achieve
their goal through the direct support by
the Turkish troops. Subsequently, the
Turkish officers and emissaries contin-
uedto assistthe Azerbaijaniarmed forces,
including in organizing the Shushi mas-
sacre of 1920, attempting to continue
the Genocide of Armenians, now in
Eastern Armenia,” the statement read.

The forcible inclusion of Artsakh
in the structure of Soviet Azerbaijan,
following the Sovietization of the Re-

publics of the South Caucasus, did not
solve the issue, as the policy of the
Azerbaijani authorities towards the Ar-
menian population of Artsakh changed
only in form, but not in content, the
Ministry added.

“The beginning of the process of
collapse of the Soviet Union in the late
1980s and early 1990s once again actu-
alized the issue of physical security of
the Armenian population of Artsakh. In
response to the peaceful demands of the
people of Artsakh for reunification with
Armenia, a wave of mass killings and
pogroms of Armenians swept through-
out Azerbaijan. Thousands of Arme-
nians were killed and maimed, hundreds
of thousands were deported. The Arme-
nian pogroms of the 1988-1990s were
the continuation of the Shushi massacre
of 1920 and clearly demonstrated that
even after 70 years neither the goals nor
the methods of the Azerbaijani authorities
had changed,” the Foreign Ministry said.

“Only thanks to the self-organiza-
tion of the people of Artsakh, which
created a capable state with all the nec-
essary institutions, including an efficient
army, as well as the support of the
Armenians worldwide, it was possible to
repel the armed aggression of Azerbaijan
in 1991-1994 and to prevent the repeat-
ing of the Shushi scenario in Artsakh,
but on a larger scale,” the statement
continued.

Today, the authorities and people
of Artsakh are exerting every effort to
revive Shushi and to restore, the cultural
heritage of the city destroyed by the
Azerbaijani authorities.

US Halts Aid to Artsakh

Continued frompage 1

23, 1920, the authorities of the newly
created Azerbaijani Democratic Repub-
lic massacred the Armenian population
of Shushi, the then administrative and
cultural center of Artsakh.

The Shushi massacre became the
apotheosis of the two-year-long at-
tempts of the Azerbaijani authorities to
seize and subjugate Artsakh. These ir-
repressible and unreasonable territorial
claims to Artsakh by Azerbaijan, which
was created as a result of the Turkish
invasion in the South Caucasus, laid the
foundation for the Azerbaijan-Karabakh
conflict in its modern sense.

The Armenian pogroms of the
1988-1990s were the continuation of the
Shushi massacre of 1920 and clearly
demonstrated that even after 70 years
neither the goals nor the methods of the
Azerbaijani authorities had changed.

Only thanks to the self-organiza-
tion of the people of Artsakh, which
created a capable state with all the nec-

essary institutions, including an efficient
army, as well as the support of the
Armenians worldwide, it was possible to
repel the armed aggression of Azerbaijan
in 1991-1994 and to prevent the repeat-
ing of the Shushi scenario in Artsakh,
but on a larger scale.

Today, the authorities and people
of Artsakh are exerting every effort to
revive Shushi and to restore, the cultural
heritage of the city destroyed by the
Azerbaijani authorities.

"We are very disappointed to hear
that the Trump Administration has taken
this drastic step to cut aid to Artsakh,"
said Sevak Khatchadorian, ACA Chair-
man. "The people of Artsakh have
fought for decades to maintain stabil-
ity and peace throughout the region
and have proven that they support and
uphold the virtues of democracy, un-
like the neighboring regime of
Azerbaijan, which is an autocratic dic-
tatorship and ironically, has received
an increase in aid from the US," added
Khatchadorian.

President Armen Sarkissian

Continued frompage 3

about the quantum world, I gave an
example that, if there is a disease, let’s
say, in China, the next countries might
be, say, Argentina and Italy. This, of
course, was not a prediction, but a
quantum process as well. Of course,
you can make this conspiracy theory
that I knew it would be in China, Italy
would come, but that’s just a quantum

behavior,” he added.

At the end of the lecture, the
President suggested that each of the
listeners think and somehow solve a
mathematical modeling problem re-
lated to coronavirus. “You can write
about any problem related to global
risk, its modeling. You can write 1 or
10 pages. Consider the deadline as the
end of a state of emergency,” the
President said.
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