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URGENT APPEAL

We stand in solidority with our community in Bairut, Lebonon.
The conseguences of the fiagic explosion on August 4 are horrific.
Nothing con bring bock precious lives lost.
, Nor is it ansy fo rastore homes, churchas, community cantars and businesses domoged.
/" Butwe con lend a helping hand to our brothers and sisters at the AEBU - Lehanon
wha ore doing the impossible to help the wounded and the disploced following this disoster.

TOGETHER
let's try to ease the pain and
RESTORE HOPE!

CLICK HERE AND DONATE
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Armenian PM Slams Turkey
Over Destabilizing and Destructive Stance

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan chairing Armenian Security Council

session August 21, 220

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan spoke of
Turkey’s “destabilizing and destruc-
tive approaches” as he chaired a regu-
lar session of the country’s Security
Council in Yerevan on Friday.

In his opening remarks Pashinyan
addressed last month’s deadly escala-
tion at the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
der, stressing that “the victorious
battles in July came to demonstrate
that there is no military solution to the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue.”

“I consider it important to state

that Armenia continues with its con-
structive stance on the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue. Our position is that
the conflict should be settled through
peaceful talks,” he underscored.
“We adopted a new national se-
curity strategy at the previous session.
It is noteworthy that shortly after that
landmark decision we witnessed the
expediency and viability of that docu-
ment. It was recorded that in general,
we had accurately assessed the secu-

Continued onpage 4

Captain Ruben Sanamynan Named
National Hero of Armenia
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YEREVAN (Armradio) -- Cap-
tain Ruben Sanamynan has been hon-
ored with the highest title of the Hero
ofthe Republic of Armenia and awarded
an Order of the Motherland. A relevant
decree was signed by President Armen
Sarkissian today.

As officer and commander, Cap-
tain Sanamyan showed exceptional
courage, self-sacrifice in ensuring the
defense and security of the homeland
during the July clashes at the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border.

Captain Sanamyan skillfully led
the special reconnaissance group, en-
couraging the servicemen with his per-
sonal example, setting individual tasks,
organizing the repulse of the enemy’s

multiple attacks on the “Anvakh” com-
bat position, inflicting significant losses
to the adversary’s manpower, arma-
ments and military equipment.

As a commander, Captain
Sanamyan accurately analyzed the
enemy’s actions, assessed the situa-
tion, predicted possible developments,
and kept the Anvakh combat position
invincible through joint efforts with
the position’s personnel.

Ruben Sanamyan was born in
Dilijan on September 22, 1976. He
completed the compulsory military
service in 1995-1997 and joined the
Armed Forces as contract serviceman
in 2006. He is married and has two
children.

U.S. to Provide an Additional $1.4 Million
to Fight COVID-19 in Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States government through the
U.S. Department of State and the U.S.
Agency for International Development
(USAID) will provide Armenia with an
additional $1.4 million to combat
COVID-19, according to the USAID
office in Armenia.

“In general, in 2020, the US gov-
ernment provided Armenia with ur-
gent assistance in the amount of about
$4 million. The United States is provid-
ing vital assistance, working with the
Armenian government, international
humanitarian partners and other stake-
holders to prioritize areas in need of
investment,” reported the USAID of-
fice in Armenia.

USAID’s $1 million in new assis-
tance will go towards Armenia’s agri-
culture and tourism sectors in an ef-
fort to help them recover from the
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epidemic and adapt to the new realities
of the post-COVID-19 world.

An additional $436,000, provided
by the State Department, will be used
to assist vulnerable migrants who, due
to the pandemic, cannot return to their

Continued onpage 2

Russian Defense Company to Modernize
Armenian Warplanes

MOSCOW (RFE/RL) -- Nine
months after acquiring sophisticated
fighter jets from Russia, the Armenian
military has contracted a Russian de-
fense company to modernize its older
combat aircraft.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry
signed on Monday a relevant agree-
ment with Russia’s United Aircraft
Corporation (UAC) at a ceremony in
Moscow attended by Defense Minister
Davit Tonoyan.

A ministry statement said UAC
will repair and upgrade Sukhoi Su-25
aircraft that formed until recently the
backbone of Armenia’s small Air Force.
It released no financial or other details
of the deal.

UAC is a state-owned holding
company that comprises Russia’s lead-
ing civilian and military aircraft manu-
facturers.

Su-25, also known by the NATO
reporting name Frogfoot, went into
service with the Soviet Air Force in the
early 1980s and has been repeatedly
modernized since then. Russia’s offi-
cial TASS news agency reported last
year that the latest upgraded version of
the low-flying warplane will be equipped

with new target sighting and precision
bombing systems.

The Armenian Air Force has 15
or so such aging jets designed for
close air support and ground attack
missions. It was significantly rein-
forced late last year by four Sukhoi
Su-30SM fighter jets purchased from
Russia.

Su-30SM can perform a much
broader range of military tasks with
more long-range and precision-guided
weapons. It is a modernized version of
a heavy fighter jet developed by the
Sukhoi company in the late 1980s. The
Russian military first commissioned
Su-30SM in 2012.

Tonoyan told reporters in Janu-
ary that Armenia will receive more
such jets “soon.” He had said earlier
that the Armenian military plans to
have 12 Su-30SMs in the coming years.

Russia has long been the princi-
pal source of military hardware sup-
plied to the Armenian army. Member-
ship in Russian-led Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) allows
Armenia to acquire Russian weapons
at knockdown prices and even for
free.
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Russia Working With Partners to Resume
Negotiations on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict

MOSCOW -- Moscow expects
negotiations on the settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict to resume
as soon as possible and is working on
it jointly with its Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) Minsk Group partners, ac-
cording to Russian Foreign Ministry
Sergei Lavrov.

In an interview with the Russian
Trud newspaper published on Friday
Lavrov was, in particular, asked to speak
about reasons behind the July escalation
on the Armenian-Azerbaijani border and
evaluate the likelihood of its growing into
a large-scale armed conflict.

“A whole complex of reasons
had led to the conflict. The basis of it,
of course, was the unresolved
Nagorno-Karabakh problem plus the
overheating of the public space on
both sides of the border,” the top
Russian diplomat said.

“The geographic factor also
served as a kind of trigger: the decision
of the Armenian side to reanimate an
old border checkpoint located 15 kilo-
meters from the Azerbaijani export
pipelines caused heightened anxiety on
the one side and an unjustified re-
sponse from the other, and, as a result,
it launched the flywheel of confronta-
tion with the most unpredictable con-
sequences,” he added.

In his interview Lavrov pointed
out that the clashes were the second
largest violation of the Moscow-
brokered 1994 ceasefire after 2016
clashes near Nagorno-Karabakh and
the first such large-scale fighting at
the state border of Armenia and
Azerbaijan in the past 26 years.

Lavrov said that the Russian co-

chair of the OSCE Minsk Group, which
also includes the United States and
France, was in direct contact with the
top diplomats of Armenia and Azerbaijan
during the whole period of the escala-
tion.

“As a result, it was with active
Russian mediation that, although not
from the first attempt, but still we got
to the agreement on ceasefire from
July 16,” he said.

The clashes at the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border were followed by
tensions between ethnic Armenian and
Azerbaijani communities around the
world, including in Russia.

Instances of fights and violent
rampages involving Armenians and
Azerbaijanis were reported in Moscow
and other cities of Russia.

Lavrov stressed that “both
diasporas should be fully aware of
their responsibility both for the obser-
vance of the laws of the Russian Fed-
eration and for helping to create an
atmosphere conducive to the normal-
ization of relations between Baku and
Yerevan.”

Government Warns Armenians Against
Coronavirus Complacency

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan urged Armenians to
strictly follow anti-epidemicrules amid
what he described as relative stability
in the rate of coronavirus infection in
the country.

Health Minister Arsen Torosyan
said at a government session that the
downward trend in the number of new
coronavirus cases in Armenia has come
to a stop, adding that sharper declines
are hardly expected while the situation
remains stable.

“Taking into account the eco-
nomic activity and the mobility of the
population in general, including the
number of citizens returning to Arme-
nia, I think it will be very difficult to
have fewer cases than we identify
daily if the situation I have described is
maintained,” Torosian said.

During the past several weeks
Armenia’s Health Ministry has re-
ported between 150 and 300 new
coronavirus cases and between one
and eight Covid-19 deaths a day.
This is two to three times lower than
at what appeared to the peak of the
epidemic in the first half of July
when more than 700 new coronavirus
cases and about 15 deaths were re-

corded on a daily basis.

Overall, Armenia has recorded
more than 43,000 coronavirus cases,
36,049 recovered patients and 858
deaths since the start of the epidemic
in March.

At a daily cabinet meeting Prime
Minister Pashinyan stressed that the
current stability is relative and a rever-
sal of the situation may happen at any
moment. Pashinyan warned the public
against complacency based on the ob-
served decrease in the number of new
coronavirus cases.

“The average daily numbers to-
day are more than twice lower than in
July. But if we do not respond to the
situation properly, we will quickly re-
turn to the situation observed in July,”
he said.

“No citizen will be left without
medical assistance, but citizens must
make an effort not to get infected,”
Pashinyan said for his part.

The Armenian prime minister
urged the police to step up their efforts
in enforcing mandated mask-wearing
in all public spaces and also appealed to
the public to show more individual
responsibility to stem the spread of
infection.

www.massispost.com

Armenian Soldier Captured by Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- An Armenian army
officer was taken prisoner by
Azerbaijani forces over the weekend
in disputed circumstances.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry said
the junior officer, Gurgen Alaverdian,
lost his way due to “extremely unfa-
vorable weather conditions” as he was
about to inspect an Armenian frontline
position on Saturday evening. It did not
specify whether the position is located
on the Armenian-Azerbaijani border or
the “line of contact” around Karabakh.

The Azerbaijani military claimed,
meanwhile, that its troops deployed in
the Goranboy district just north of
Karabakh captured Alaverdian while
fighting back an Armenian commando
attack early on Sunday.

Shushan Stepanian, the spokes-
woman for the Defense Ministry in
Yerevan, dismissed the claim as
“disinformation.”

“There was no [Armenian] sabo-
tage attack,” said Stepanian. “They
are just trying to portray the officer
who lost his way as a saboteur.”

The International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) is already
investigating the case. As Zara
Amatuni, head of communication pro-
grams at the International Commit-
tee of the ICRC office in Armenia,
told RFE / RL, the committee is
already in dialogue with the Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani authorities. The
ICRC has offices in Baku and
Yerevan.

Armenian Environment Ministry Embarks
on Dismantling Illegal Constructions on
Lake Sevan Coastal Areas

YEREVAN (Arka.am) --
Armenia’s nature protection ministry
has begun dismantling a number of
illegal buildings on the coastal strip of
Lake Sevan, David Grigoryan, the min-
istry spokesman, reported Tuesday
morning on his Facebook page.

In his words, within the frame-
work of the visit of the Romanos
Petrosyan, the environment minister,
sawanillegal construction in the coastal
area as he visited the Sevan National
Park.

"In the central part of the Sevan
peninsula, on the left side of the asphalt
road leading to the former pier, the land
user, without any permission, has built
an open gazebo-cafe by using iron
structures. The minister instructed to
check the availability of appropriate
construction documentation and im-
mediately eliminate violations, freeing
the coastal part from illegal construc-
tion in the shortest possible period of
time," Grigoryan said.

Henoted thattheillegal pavilionis
being dismantled at the moment.

Grigoryan said that the proper

management of the coastline and the
dismantling of illegal buildings are cru-
cial to ensure the safety of the water
resources of Lake Sevan, wildlife and
ecological subsystems. In this regard,
he said, inspections and monitoring
are carried out on a regular basis, each
illegally constructed building or pavil-
ion will be dismantled in accordance
with the law.

Lake Sevan is the main source
of drinking water in the region, one
of the largest alpine lakes in Europe
and Asia, located in the very heart of
the Armenian Highlands, at an alti-
tude of 1914 meters. In length, from
north-west to south-east, the lake
extends for more than 70 kilometers,
and the area of its water surface
reaches almost 1.5 thousand square
kilometers.

The only source from the lake is
the Hrazdan River (a tributary of the
Araks), while 28 rivers flow into it,
the total area of the basins, which is
2776 sq. kilometers. By 2030, the lake
level is planned to be increased to the
optimal 1903.5 meters.

U.S. to Provide an Additional $1.4 Million

Continued frompage 1

permanent residence. Thanks to this
assistance, the problem of their ac-
commodation, food and use of medi-
cal and social services will be allevi-
ated.

In addition to the aforementioned
assistance provided to combat
COVID-19, over the past 20 years,
the United States has provided Arme-
nia with more than $1.57 billion, of
which about $106 million was tar-
geted towards healthcare.
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Former Swedish Leader Suggests
‘Armenian Model’ for Belarus

STOCKHOLM (RFE/RL) --
Carl Bildt, one of Europe’s most ex-
perienced diplomats and politicians,
has described Armenia’s democratic
transition in 2018 that was devoid of
any geopolitical orientationas a “much
better analogy” for Belarus than
Ukraine’s revolutions.

Bildt, who was Sweden’s for-
eign minister from 2006 to 2014 and
prime minister from 1991 to 1994,
published an article on the Project
Syndicate website on August 18 in
which he stressed the appropriate-
ness of the “Armenian model” for
Belarus.

“With Belarusians taking to the
streets in unprecedented numbers and
refusing to be cowed by state vio-
lence, it 1s obvious that Belarusian
President Alexander Lukashenko has
failed in his bid to steal another elec-
tion and prolong his time in power. By
all standards, his days in power are
now numbered,” Bildt writes.

“Many commentators are com-
paring the situation in Belarus to
Ukraine’s Orange and Maidan revo-
lutions in 2004-05 and 2014, respec-
tively. But Belarus is not Ukraine,
and nor is it particularly helpful to
apply the Maidan model to the scene
playing out in Minsk and other
Belarusian cities and towns.”

The 71-year-old former diplo-
mat noted internationally as a media-
tor in the Yugoslav wars in the 1990s
notes that “although domestic issues
of corruption and mismanagement
have undoubtedly played a role in
Ukraine’s post-Cold War political de-
velopments, the main determining fac-
tor has been the wish to bring the
country into the European fold.”

“The Maidan movement was a
direct response to then-Ukrainian
President Viktor Yanukovich’s at-
tempt to abandon the cause of Euro-
pean integration and reform. The
revolutionaries openly mobilized un-
der the banner of the European Union.

“The uprising in Belarus is dif-
ferent. Domestic concerns are clearly
playing the more salient role, and
questions about the country’s orien-
tation vis-a-vis Europe or Russia are
almost totally absent. Belarusians are
simply fed up with the 26-year reign
of a man who is increasingly out of
touch with society. The banner of the
revolution is the forbidden white-red-
white Belarusian national flag, which
is likely soon to become the country’s
official flag (as it was in 1918 and
1991-95). Indeed, no other banners
have even made an appearance,” the
former Swedish leader writes.

“In Belarus’s case, I would of-
fer an analogy not to Ukraine, but
rather to Armenia in the spring of
2018, when mass demonstrations led
to the resignation of longtime Presi-
dent Serzh Sargsyan and inaugurated
a new democratic era for the coun-
try,” he adds.

In his comparison between Ar-
menia and Belarus Bildt writes that
Armenia, too, has always had a close

relationship with Russia, for both his-
torical and strategic reasons and in
2013, the country abstained fromjoin-
ing Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine in
entering into a Deep and Compre-
hensive Free-Trade Agreement with
the EU, opting instead to join the
Russian-led Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU).

Bildt notes that during the events
of 2018, there were “justifiable fears
that Russia would intervene in some
way in order to forestall another ‘color
revolution’ in a former Soviet repub-
lic.” “But, because Armenia’s geo-
political orientation wasn’t poised to
change, the Kremlin seems to have
restrained itself,” he stresses.

In the former Swedish leader’s
view, under the best of circumstances,
the Armenian revolution could pro-
vide a template for Belarus. “The
immediate goal is for a transitional
administration to pave the way for a
new presidential election under inter-
national monitoring. To ensure a
smooth process, Belarus’s external
orientation should be kept off the
table. The election and broader
struggle must be solely about democ-
racy within the country, and nothing
else,” Bildt writes.

The former Swedish diplomat
finds that to create the conditions for
the “Armenia model,” the EU must
craft its coming sanctions carefully,
“targeting only the individuals who
are responsible for and involved in
the obvious falsification of the elec-
tion and the ensuing violent crack-
down on protesters.”

“Any action that imposes costs
on Belarusian society and the
economy more broadly would be
counterproductive,” he warns.

“Whether Russian President
Vladimir Putin would accept an Ar-
menian-style political transition in
Belarus is, of course, an open ques-
tion. There are bound to be some in
his inner circleissuing paranoid warn-
ings about a slippery slope leading to
NATO taking over. To head off those
calling for a brutal crackdown to pre-
vent any kind of democratic break-
through, the West will have to be
proactive in its diplomacy, making
clear that it will support a democratic
Belarus that still chooses to have
close links to Russia,” Bildt writes in
his article on the Project Syndicate
website.
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AEF Announces 2020-2021
Richard R. Tufenkian Scholarship Recipients

GLENDALE - The Armenian Edu-
cational Foundation’s (AEF) Board of
Directors and Scholarship Committee
has announced the 2020-2021 Richard
R. Tufenkian Scholarship Award re-
cipients. Three $3,000 scholarships
have been awarded to Armenian un-
dergraduate students at accredited
United States colleges or Universities.
To qualify for this scholarship, stu-
dents had to be of Armenian descent,
have a minimum 3.0 GPA, show finan-
cial need, and be actively involved in
the Armenian community.

In total, 51 applications were
received for the Richard R. Tufenkian
Scholarship. The committee diligently
reviewed and selected the following
three students.

Arman Ghazaryan (Vayk, Arme-
nia)

Arman Ghazaryan was born in
Armenia in 1998. He is a rising sopho-
more at the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA) majoring in Busi-
ness Economics and minoring in Sta-
tistics with a 3.7 GPA. Arman gradu-
ated from Quantum College Interna-
tional Baccalaureate program in Arme-
niain2016. While in high school he has
received multiple awards including the
annual educational award of the Presi-
dent of Armenia in IT sphere in the
nomination of the best high school
student of the year (2015), as well as
the annual award of the Quantum Col-
lege as the best college student of the
year (2015).

Arman participated in numerous
volunteering activities/projects in Ar-
menia including providing training and
support to the communities in the bor-
dering areas with Azerbaijan that sig-
nificantly suffered from conflict, tu-
toring children in the Nubarashen com-
munity of Armenia, and other commu-
nity service projects organized by dif-
ferent Armenian and International or-
ganizations suchas AGBU, Fuller Hous-
ing, Rotary and Rotaract Clubs
Yerevan-International. He also interned
with Gyumri TechnoPark and the Con-
stitutional Court of the Republic of
Armenia.

Arman was admitted to UCLA in
2016, but after completing the first
quarter, was called up to active mili-
tary service by the Ministry of De-
fense of Armenia. He spent the next
two years in the Armenian Armed
Forces as a conscript. He returned to
the United States in 2019 with deeper
motivation and determination to finish
his education and pursue a career in
corporate finance with a particular
interest in investment banking. Arman
hopes to one day be able to support

other young Armenians from our home-
land to pursue their dreams and re-
ceive an education at a world renown
university.

Kami Arabian (Glendale, CA)

Kami Arabian was born in Glen-
dale, California in 2002. He graduated
from Rose and Alex Pilibos as one of
the valedictorians for the class 0of 2020
with an unweighted 4.0 GPA. During
his time at Pilibos, Kami served his
classmates as a representative in the
student council, later to be elected
president during his senior year. Kami
was involved in his school’s Model
United Nations team, serving as its
secretary-general. Through these ex-
periences, Kami developed a passion
for public service, and as a result, he
decided to take an internship in the
Office of Senator Anthony Portantino
under the direction of the staffer who
was responsible for representing envi-
ronmental issues across the district.
Kami supplemented this experience by
later interning in the administrative
division of the Glendale Department of
Water and Power, where he developed
an understanding of the policies that
impact his local community.

Recently, Kami was admitted to
Dartmouth College, an Ivy League in-
stitution located in New Hampshire,
where he plans to double major in
environmental engineering and politi-
cal science and graduate by 2024.
Upon completing his education at
Dartmouth College, Kami intends to
pursue a degree in law, with the goal of
starting his own firm one day in the
future. He is determined to give back
to the Armenian community since he
recognizes the important role that it
plays in the success of future genera-
tions.

Anaida Fahradyan(Yerevan, AM)
BorninYerevan, Armenia, Anaida
Farhadyan has recently completed her
freshman year at Wilson College in
Pennsylvania, with a 4.0 GPA. Anaida

Continued onpage 4
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Armenia Provides Over Two Tons
of Medical Supplies to Aleppo Hospitals

ALEPPO -- On August 24, 2020,
in cooperation with the Consulate Gen-
eral of Armenia in Aleppo, the medical
team of the Armenian Humanitarian
Mission delivered more than two tons
of medical supplies to Aleppo medical
facilities.

The health officials thanked the
Armenian doctors for the medical sup-
plies provided, as well as the “Arme-
nian Nursing Home”, “Pharmacy”,
“Bethel” social medical centers, and a
number of other medical institutions
for daily support.

According to them, Armenian and
Syrian doctors are making joint efforts
to help the injured. The director of the
hospital also thanked the Armenian
authorities and healthcare bodies for
their assistance and support from the
very first days.

The Armenian Humanitarian
Mission, in cooperation with the Syr-
ian Relief Cross, provided necessary
supplies and food to the students of
the National Shelter Orphanage be-
longing to the Armenian community
in Aleppo.

AUA Publishes a Nationwide Assessment
of the Nursing Profession in Armenia

YEREVAN -- The American
University of Armenia (AUA) is proud
to share the publication of an article
in the Nursing Journal of Manage-
ment. The journal is an international
peer-reviewed popular platform for
scholarly debate on issues relating to
the management of nurses and nurs-
ing. Serine Sahakyan, RN, MPH ‘15,
Kristina Akopyan, MD, MPH ‘13, and
Varduhi Petrosyan, MS, PhD, Dean of
the Turpanjian School of Public Health
(SPH), are the authors. The article
addresses themes in the nursing pro-
fession in Armenia, such as the role of
nurses in the Armenian healthcare sys-
tem, the perceptions of that role by
both nurses and Armenian society, as
well as what is expected of nurses in
the healthcare system.

The article titled “Nurses role,
importance and status in Armenia: a
mixed-method study” presents find-
ings from a nationwide assessment of
nursing education, practice, and policy
as a part of the Nursing in Armenia
Project. The paper presents the results
of a unique and unprecedented, com-
prehensive assessment of the nursing
profession in Armenia conducted by
the SPH in partnership with the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania School of
Nursing (Penn Nursing).

The article demonstrates how the
status of the nursing profession has
been influenced by the medical hierar-
chy and subordination structures in
Armenia. The findings highlight the
importance of quality education, such
as a bachelor degree in nursing, for
preparing highly competent nurse man-
agers. These professionals can then
become role models in promoting
nurses’ roles in the healthcare system,
improving the professional and public
image of nursing.

Along with several major find-
ings regarding the reputation and sta-
tus of nurses in Armenia, the article
highlights empathy and compassion as
inherent qualities of Armenian nurses.
Such qualities of health providers play
a critical role in patient-centered care.

The paper has received positive
feedback from the journal editor and
reviewers who have emphasized the
importance of the study findings and
publication to advance nursing educa-
tion, as well as to enhance the image of
the nursing profession in Armenia and
around the world.

The project was funded through
Penn Nursing by Edele Hovnanian, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania alumna and
trustee of her family’s foundation, the
Hirair and Anna Hovnanian Foundation.

Armenian PM Slams Turkey

Continued frompage 1

rity threats facing our country: the
strategic assessment of our security
environment was of high quality,” he
said.

“I think the time has come for
the Azerbaijani leadership to acknowl-
edge this fact, since as I have men-
tioned on several occasions, if the

Karabakh issue were to have a military
solution, then the people of Artsakh
might state that they had resolved it
long ago,” he said.

At the same time, the Armenian
leader slammed Turkey, which during
the July border skirmishes expressed
its unequivocal support for Azerbaijan,
for its “non-constructive policy in our
region and in the world, in general.”

August 29, 2020

Stefan Ihrig to Speak on “the Armenian
Genocide and the 20th Century”

Dr. Stefan Ihrig will give an online
talk entitled “The Armenian Genocide
and the 20th Century” on Sunday,
August 30, 2020, at 5:00 p.m. (Eastern
U.S. time). The talk is co-sponsored
by the Ararat-Eskijian Museum, the
National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR), and
the Society for Armenian Studies
(SAS).

The Armenian Genocide has long
been side-lined in the histories of Eu-
rope and the world. This poses a whole
series of problems for how we under-
stand the past. In this talk, Stefan Thrig
will show how and why the Armenian
Genocide was a central event for 20th
century world history.

Understanding the wider contexts
and implications of the Armenian Geno-
cide is key to understanding the dark
20th century. This talk will also under-
line why the much-needed re-evalua-
tion of its role in and for history should
not and cannot be a partisan issue. It
will also discuss why recognition of
the genocide is simply not enough.
Recognition is only the first step in
reconstructing a new history of the
last century.

Stefan Ihrig is a professor of
history at the University of Haifa and
director of the Haifa Center for Ger-
man and European Studies. For his last
book, Justifying Genocide: Germany
and the Armenians from Bismarck to

Hitler (Harvard Univ. Press, 2016), he
received the 2017 Sonia Aronian Book
Prize for Excellence in Armenian Stud-
ies from the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research. He is
also the author of Atatiirk in the Nazi
Imagination (Harvard Univ. Press,
2014).

This event will be held live on Zoom
(registration required) and streamed on
NAASR’s YouTube channel.

Zoom Registration Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/
webinar/register/
WN_XKLInqLGTDC8MSZFzHr20w

NAASR YouTube Channel Link:

https://www.youtube.com/c/
ArmenianStudies

For more information contact
NAASR at hg@naasr.org.

AEF Announces

Continued frompage 3

is pursuing an undergraduate degree in
Business Management, History and Po-
litical Science, and a minor in Spanish
— her fourth language. She expects to
complete her Bachelor’s in May of
2023. Anaida’s parents are both still
living in Yerevan, with her mother
unemployed and her father unable to
finance Anaida’s education on an Ar-
menian income. Anaida is the recipient
of multiple awards and honors, includ-
ing: President’s Volunteer Service
Award, Valedictorian at her high
school, Student of The Year Award,
over 100 community service hours’
award, “best delegate” award at Euro
Youth Parliament Yerevan Regional
Session, Athlete Award in Cross Coun-
try and Track, Armenian Language
Olympiad, and International Linguis-
tics Olympiad.

During her junior year of high
school, Anaida was an exchange stu-
dent in the state of Kansas through the
Future Leaders Exchange (FLEX) Pro-
gram. This cultural exchange inspired
her to give back to her communities
both in Armenia and the US by partici-
pating in and initiating community ser-

vice activities, local clean-up projects,
educational workshops, and leader-
ship programs. She is the first of her
family to pursue a degree in the United
States and hopes to be successful
enough to start her own scholarship
fund in the future to make education
accessible to all Armenians. In her free
time, Anaida enjoys playing the piano,
reading, and photography.

The Richard R. Tufenkian
Scholarship Fund was established by
Ralph and Savey Tufenkian in
memory of their son Richard. The
$230,000 endowed fund has pro-
vided over $470,000 in scholarships
since 1991. Currently, $17,500 in
scholarships is awarded each year,
including $2,500 to a student attend-
ing the American University of Ar-
menia and six full tuition scholar-
ships for students attending public
universities in Armenia.

AEF is most thankful to the
Tufenkian Family for their commit-
ment to helping Armenians globally
through their philanthropy, uncondi-
tional love, and continued support of
the education and advancement of Ar-
menian youth in the United States and
abroad.

“I think that Turkey’s destabiliz-
ing and destructive approaches are
causing serious concerns to our part-
ners in the Middle East, the Eurasian
region and the European region. This
is an agenda that has already been
formed, and our future action should
be the subject of substantive discus-
sions in the Security Council, the Gov-
ernment, the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, and today’s session will address

this issue among other agenda items,”
Pashinyan said.

“The most important record we
have to make is that the Republic of
Armenia is in a position to meet the
emerging security challenges. At the
same time, we must set ourselves the
task of improving the country’s secu-
rity environment every week, every
month and every year,” the Armenian
prime minister concluded.
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