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Armenians Mourn Karabakh War Dead
with a March to Yeraplur

No Single Millimetre of Armenia’s Territory
Will Be Ceded, PM Pashinyan Reiterates

YEREVAN — Armenia began on
Saturday an official three-day mourn-
ing period for thousands of Armenian
soldiers and several dozen civilians
killed during the recent war in Nagorno-
Karabakh stopped by a Russian-
brokered ceasefire.

All flags on public buildings
across the country were lowered to
half-mast and memorial services will
be held in all Armenian churches on
Sunday to pay tribute to victims of the
six-week war during which the Arme-
nian side suffered massive territorial
losses in and around Karabakh.

Thousands of people led by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan marched to
the Yerablur military cemetery in
Yerevan where many of the Armenian
soldiers killed during the hostilities were
buried.

“The entire nation has been
through and is going through a night-
mare,” Pashinyan said in a video ad-
dress ahead of the memorial march.

“Sometimes it seems that all of
our dreams have been dashed and our

optimism destroyed,” he added.

Pashinyan urged Armenians to
join the procession and demonstrate
that “we are going to live on” despite
the “severe consequences” of the
war.

Pashinyan reiterated that he ac-
cepts, in his capacity as prime minis-
ter, “full responsibility” for the Arme-
nian side’s defeat and resulting heavy
casualties. At the same time, he sought
to deflect blame at Armenia’s former
leaders.

“We need a more in-depth analy-
sis of the reality because what hap-
pened could not have been the conse-
quence of mistakes committed by one
or several persons or over several
years,” he said. “We need to ... admit
that we made mistakes for many years
and our mistakes were of systemic,
conceptual and substantive charac-
ter.”

The prime minister again made
clear on Saturday that he has no inten-
tion to step down and will not bow to
the pressure from “elite circles.”

Director of National Intelligence
to Submit an Assessment as to Who
Initiated the War Against Artsakh

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The fi-
nal version of the Fiscal Year 2021
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs Appropriations bill includes
language requiring an assessment as to
who initiated the war against Artsakh,
reported the Armenian Assembly of
America. The bill is included as part of
a year-end package that wraps up the
Fiscal Year 2021 appropriations pro-
cess.

The language put forward by
House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence Chairman Adam Schiff
(D-CA) requires, among other provi-
sions, assessments by the Director of
National Intelligence as to who initi-
ated the attack on Artsakh, as well as
on the impact of U.S. military aid to
Azerbaijan and its ramifications on the
regional balance of power.

The bill also reinstates Section

907 of the Freedom Support Act, which
restricts U.S. assistance to Azerbaijan
due to its hostile and offensive actions
against Armenia and Artsakh. Earlier
this year, the Administration waived
Section 907, which lifts certain re-
strictions contained in the original lan-
guage of the bill. The Assembly has
repeatedly urged the Administration to
fully enforce this principled provision
of law.

“Since the beginning of the Azeri
offensive, the people of Armenia and
Artsakh bravely defended their home-
land against Azerbaijan and Turkish-
backed foreign mercenaries, faced
devastating drone attacks, and endured
atrocities committed by Azeri forces,”
said Rep. Schiff. “This catastrophe
could have been averted had the United

Continued on page 2
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SYUNIK — Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan reiterates that no single mil-
limeter of Armenia’s territory has been
ceded.

Speaking live on Facebook on his
way to Syunik province, PM Pasinyan
said he is visiting Syunik region to
answer questions, not to inflame pas-
sions.

“I’m coming to look you into the
eyes, answer your questions and give
necessary explanations,” Pashinyan
said.

“I’m aware of the kind of ques-
tions you might ask. I have a certain
conviction that [ will be able to answer
them and dispel your doubts. I would
not have made such a decision, if I
didn’t have such a conviction,” said
the Prime Minister.

PM Pashinyan called on every-
one to refrain from inflaming passions

“in this already tense situation.”

“I hope our conversation will
take place, because we can overcome
this situation together. [ want to assure
you again that not a single millimetre
will be conceded from Syunik region,
contrary to the rumors, from the terri-
tories of Armenia in general. | hope we
will talk about this openly so that the
information is complete,” said the Prime
Minister.

Today’s borders have been de-
termined on the basis of 2010 Law on
Administrative-Territorial division of
the Republic of Armenia, Pashinyan
said at a meeting with residents of
Syunik.

“Today there is a lot of talk that
what is happening on the borders of
Syunik is a process of handing over

Continued onpage 4

Human Rights Watch:

Azerbaijani Attack on Shushi Ghazanchetsots
Church Possible War Crime

Azerbaijani forces attacked a
church in the city of Shushi on Octo-
ber 8, 2020 during the Nagorno-
Karabakh hostilities, in what appears
to be a deliberate targeting in violation
of the laws of war, Human Rights
Watch said on Wednesday.

Two separate attacks, hours apart,
on the Ghazanchetsots Cathedral on
October 8 in the town of Shushi suggest

that the church, a civilian object with
cultural significance, was an intentional
target despite the absence of evidence
that it was used for military purposes.
Weapon remnants Human Rights Watch
collected at the site corroborate the use
of guided munitions.

“The two strikes on the church,

Continued onpage 4
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Karabakh War Took Place to Overthrow
Nikol Pashinyan’s Democratic Government

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP) r MP Garo
Paylan has spoken to Bianet.org on the
developments in South Caucasus fol-
lowing Azerbaijani aggression against
Armenia and Karabakh.

Stating that Russia’s policy is not
oriented towards ending conflicts
Paylan said. “This war, of course,
took place as Russia made way for it
and Turkey supported it. Thousands
of people have lost their lives, but this
war had another aim: To overthrow
Nikol Pashinyan’s government.”

“There is an immense pressure
on Pashinyan to resign, as protests
have broken out in Armenia. [ think
that these protests are provoked to
remove Pashinyan from power ...
There is a will to stop the democratic
endeavors of Armenia.

“Pashinyan is a PM who was
elected in a democratic election and
received 70 percent of votes. In that
sense, if he is forced to resign by
maintaining war policies, it is done to
hinder the development of Armenia’s
democracy.”

When asked about the “condi-
tions necessary for a lasting truce,” he
briefly answered as follows:

“l don’t think there are condi-
tions for a lasting truce; we need to
establish a lasting peace. I don’t think
Russia wants it. Russia is selling arms
to both sides. Moreover, it has now
settled in the region with this truce.”

Indicating that it has “peacekeep-
ing forces in Karabakh, Azerbaijan and
Armenia,” Garo Paylan says, “Russia
has expanded further in the Caucasus.
They are pursuing a policy based on

deadlock.

“Turkey became a party to this
war; but not only Armenia and
Azerbaijan, Turkey has also been on
the losing side. Russia is now in the
region.

“If, from now on, an action is
taken with a peaceful policy proposal,
Turkey might play a role in establish-
ing a lasting peace. This can reduce
Russia’s hegemony in the region.

“Otherwise, just as Russia settled
in Syria as a result of Turkey’s wrong
policies, it will also do the same in
Azerbaijan, Armenia and Karabakh. The
only country that can prevent this
from happening is Turkey by playing a
peaceful role”. Paylan said.

Concluding his remarks, Paylan
stated, “The only thing that can secure
both the Azerbaijani and Armenian
people in Karabakh and ensure the
return of Azerbaijani people is estab-
lishing a lasting peace.”

“Unfortunately, my country is
really far from this understanding,” he
added.

Six Armenian Servicemen
Who Were Considered Missing for 70 Days
Returned Home

YEREVAN (Armradio) — As a
result of search operations carried out
in the Azerbajani-controlled areas of
Artsakh, six conscripts, who fought
heroically in obscurity for more than
70 days have returned home due to the
efforts of the Artsakh Emergency Situ-
ations Service, the Russian peacekeep-
ing mission in Artsakh and the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross,
Artsakh’s President Arayik
Harutyunyan informs.

He expressed gratitude to the

Russian President Vladimir Putin,
thanks to whose direct efforts, inten-
sive work continues to find the miss-
ing, and, of course, to return the bod-
ies of the dead.

“l express my special gratitude
to Rustam Muradov, the commander
of the Russian peacekeeping mission
in Artsakh, Arthur Baghdasaryan and
Temur Arzumanyan, who accompa-
nied the rescuers to the location and
the entire staff of the State Emergency
Service of Artsakh, whose heroic work

Putin:
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Karabakh War Increased the Risk of
Spread of Terrorism

MOSCOW — The hostilities in
Nagorno Karabakh increased the risk
of terrorism, Russian President
Vladimir Putin said addressing the CIS
summit.

“The clashes, unfortunately led
to numerous human casualties, exac-
erbated the already difficult situation
in the South Caucasus, and increased
the risks of the spread of the terrorist
threat,” Putin stated.

“Russia has undertaken certain
mediating efforts to stop the blood-
shed in the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict zone, achieve a complete
ceasefire and begin the stabilization
process. At the same time, we tried
to follow the key agreements reached
in the OSCE Minsk Group, in par-
ticular, between its co-chairs — the
Russian Federation, France and the
United States of America,” the Rus-
sian President said.

He attached importance to the
fact that the statement signed on No-
vember 9 is being consistently imple-
mented.

“The Russian peacekeepers de-
ployed along the line of contact are
doing everything to prevent a new
aggravation of the situation. Now, the
international community and, undoubt-
edly, all our countries are faced with
the important task of helping the af-
fected areas in solving humanitarian
problems associated with, among other
things, the return of refugees, in re-
storing the destroyed infrastructure,
in the protection and restoration of

historical, religious and cultural monu-
ments,” Putin stated.

On Thursday, Putin stated that
the parties to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict must respect the Russian-
brokered agreement to stop the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war and not try to
change the status quo.

“We agreed within the frame-
work of the trilateral statement [issued
by the leaders of Russia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan on November 10] to stop
hostilities,” Putin told a marathon news
conference held outside Moscow.
“And, what is very important, we
agreed that the parties will stop at the
positions where they were when our
trilateral statement was signed.”

“Everybody must stop there,” he
added, answering a question about
whether Armenian forces should also
withdraw from Karabakh in addition to
surrounding districts recaptured by or
handed over to Azerbaijan.

I will have an opportunity to refer to,”
Harutyunyan said.

Below are the names of the six
soldiers: Ayvazyan Arsen Karen,
Sahakyan Davit Gegham, Nikolay
Seyran Stepanyan, Arthur Garik
Harutyunyan, Armaghanyan Arman
Arshak, Ruslan Sargis Tumanyan

Harutyunyan together with the
Deputy Prime Minister of Armenia,
Tigran Avinyan, visited the six con-
scripts who are receiving treatment in

one of the medical institutions of
Stepanakert.

The President inquired about their
health condition, talked to the boys
who are recovering, and assured that
if necessary, the state will organize
their treatment in leading foreign clin-
ics.

The doctors assured that the boys’
lives are not in danger, but they need to
be under the supervision of specialists
for some time.

Director of National Intelligence

Continued frompage 1

States exercised leadership and ended
a policy that for years looked the other
way as Azerbaijan launched deadly
attacks on its neighbors, leading
Azerbaijan and Turkey to believe they
could act with impunity. The language
secured in the IAA will help hold
Azerbaijan accountable for its attacks
on Artsakh and Armenia, and I hope it
will lead to a reevaluation of our poli-
cies, including enforcing Section 907
of the Freedom Support Act and end-
ing military aid to Azerbaijan.”
Despite calls for robust humani-
tarian aid for the Armenian people, the
final bill did not specifically allocate
additional funding. In an impassioned
speech last month on the floor of the
United States Senate, Senator Bob
Menendez (D-NJ) called for $100 mil-

lion in aid to help the Armenian people.
In the aftermath of the six-week war,
the Armenian Assembly also called for
$100 million in urgent U.S. humanitar-
ian assistance for the people of Artsakh
and Armenia.

Last month, Schiff and the other
co-chairs of the Congressional Cau-
cus on Armenian Issues wrote a letter
to President-elect Joe Biden regarding
the crisis in Nagorno Karabakh, or
Artsakh, where a war launched by
Azerbaijan, supported by Turkey and
foreign mercenaries, caused a mass
humanitarian disaster. The letter asked
that the President-elect prepare to act
after his inauguration to reorient our
policy in the region in response to the
devastating events of the past month,
and to support democracy, human
rights, and the right of self-determina-
tion.

www.massispost.com
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National Orientation, Redux

By Harut Der-Tavitian

When we started writing “The
Artsakh Question and the Statehood of
Armenia”, we intended to analyze the
issue in two parts, touching upon the
internal and external factors. After
covering the internal factors in the
first part, we decided to take a break
and write in the interim, “Cacophony
and Tranquility” related to some inte-
rior developments in Armenia that were
a direct result of our defeat in the
recent Artsakh war. In that article, we
made it clear that choleric, noisy and
demagogic approaches have devastat-
ing consequences and only through
conducting SERIOUS discussions in a
tranquil state, can we arrive at nation-
ally BENEFITIAL SOLUTIONS.

Now that we are set about to
write the second part of our above-
mentioned article, we find it proper to
first quote sections of another article
of ours published in the September 23,
1995 issue of “Massis” Weekly, en-
titled “National Orientation”, with the
long subtitle “Management of own
destiny is not a matter of chance, but
of choice. It is not given but is won and
preserved by blood and sweat”. We
wrote that article on the occasion of
the 4th anniversary of Armenia’s inde-
pendence. Our main points from that
article were:

1. In our last 300 years of his-
tory, we tried many times to attain our
independence through foreign pow-
ers. We knocked the doors of Euro-
pean and other powers. The result was
that every time they answered us, they
did it solely out of their own interests,
and not to help us.

2. Moreover, they used us to
advance their own interests, and every
time we came out of those experi-
ments bleeding. We developed the false
conviction that our salvation must come
from outside, so with that mindset we
looked for saviors.

3. Despite suffering losses and
despite the “Iron Ladle” advice of
Khrimian Hayrik, we did not wake up.
We suffered the greatest loss in our
history, losing more than half of our
population to the Genocide and got
displaced from over 90% of our his-
toric lands. Again, we did not drasti-
cally reconsider our course and con-
tinued to become a toy in the hands of
foreign powers.

4. Let us not be carried away by
vain and unrealistic promises and hopes,
wherever these come from. Let us not
seek justice from the right nor from the
left, and consequently, let us not spit in
the face of that justice, disappointed
and wounded. But let us realize that
justice is directly related to our strength.
If we attain that power, we can demand
and attain our rights. If we don’t, our
demands will sound ridiculous; we will
become miserable and despised from
the right and the left.

5. Our liberation struggle of the
last century has deviated or was deviated
from its purpose and we suffered the
heaviest losses in our millennia old his-
tory. Our generation is destined for that
rare historical moment: to correct the
mistakes of the past and to open a new
era in our history. Let us act commensu-
rate with that consciousness.

We considered it necessary to

reprint the 25-year-old top paragraphs,
first of all, to attract attention once
againtovital data thatare prerequisites
for building a solid statehood. Second,
that unfortunately once again we re-
peated the same mistakes and a rare
historical moment to strengthen our
statehood escaped from our grip.

25 days have passed since No-
vember 10 and 12 days since the writ-
ing of the above-mentioned first ar-
ticle. We are still busier looking for
traitors than having serious discus-
sions about the reasons for our defeat
and finding nationally beneficial solu-
tions. We are busier in the race to give
in to foreign powers the little that was
left for us than seeking internal solidar-
ity to strengthen our positions. Unfor-
tunately, this shows that our political
leaders are still guided by their per-
sonal and partisan interests which have
never been beneficial to our nation. By
acting in this manner, they are ruining
our house from the inside, ignoring a
vital fact that the exterior is built on the
inner foundation and the more dilapi-
dated the interior, the more miserable
the exterior becomes.

It is unfortunate that national
and state interests are still being viewed
through personal and partisan prism.
In the words of Kajaznuni, the tool is
loved more than work. The Diaspora
has suffered and continues to suffer
from this disease. The same has hap-
pened and is still happening in Armenia
since independence. Driven by per-
sonal and party interests, advocates of
statesmanship are being attacked
through distortions and defamation
campaigns, thus humiliating their mes-
sage. Itis this mindset that led May 28,
1918 to the impoverishment of De-
cember 2, 1920. It is this mindset that
brought September 21, 1991 and the
successful Artsakh Liberation War to
today’s humiliation.

Don’t we see where this contin-
ued infighting leads us? It leads to
demoralization, depression, despair,
and eventually to emigration. It leads
to the discrediting of the idea of de-
mocracy; decline in self-confidence
and eventually to internal or external
tyranny. And once again the indepen-
dent state of Armenia turns from real-
ity into a dream.

At sunrise on August 1, 2013,
after summiting Mount Ararat and sym-
bolically “burying” the pictures of my
paternal grandparents who had fallen
victim to the Genocide and were de-
prived of graves, we descended and
visited Van, Akhtamar, Kars and Ani,
our lost homeland. Then we crossed to
Armenia, our independent homeland
and summited Mount Aragats. Upon
returning to Los Angeles, we pub-
lished our reflections in the September
7, 2013 issue of “Massis” Weekly
entitled “What to Do”, with the subtitle
“So that reality should not turn into a
dream”. There we mentioned that “I
feel obligated to share with my readers
certain national concerns that weigh
heavier than my feelings of having
summitted Mount Ararat.” We pointed
out the alarming situation in Armenia,
stating that “its magnitude should con-
cern every heartbroken Armenian to
advocate for nationwide public and
unselfish discussions to seek solutions
and remedies”. We ended our article

with these words: “The fate of the
jailed Ararat and Western Armenia
should make us heedful to take imme-
diate practical steps so that THE CUR-
RENT REALITY OF ARMENIA
SHOULD NOT TURN INTO A
DREAM”.

There is no doubt that the blow
we received is terrible, but not fatal if
we wake up and finally pursue our
state interests. If we act by Charent’s
message. That will automatically cre-
ate internal solidarity, which in turn
will have a positive impact on our
external endeavors.

To somewhat alleviate our pain
caused by the loss, let’s consider the
following reevaluation and draw a new
starting line for our struggle.

- At the time of the collapse of
the Soviet Union, there was the
Nakorno Karabakh Autonomous Re-
gion-NKAR, with about 4200 sq. klm.
and 160,000 population, 80% of which
were Armenians and the remaining 20
percent Azeris. The latter mostly lived
in Shushi and made up 90% of the
city’s population. NKAR did not have
a border connection with Armenia.
Now we are left with about 2,500 sq.
klm. without mainly Shushiand Hadrut,
but connected with Armenia.

- Karabakh is now more Russian
territory than Azerbaijani territory,
which is more to our advantage than
Azerbaijan’s.

- Azerbaijan has lost a lot of its
sovereignty to Russia, Turkey and the
terrorists that have gained a foothold
there. In this sense, we are better than
Azerbaijan, unless we worsen our situ-
ation by internal squabbling.

- Azerbaijan’s autocratic regime
is fragile, its minorities are restless,
and the devaluation of petroleum and
its price will soon result in economic
and political upheavals. These points
should push us not to destabilize our
internal situation and with mutual un-
derstanding develop our country and
be ready to benefit from the coming
misfortunes of Azerbaijan.

- The OSCE, France and the
United States who were left out of the
Trilateral agreement, are trying to “gain
entry” to counterbalance the Russian
advantage and return the settlement
process to the confines of OSCE. We
should do our utmost to gain from
such a move.

- The war revealed that its driv-
ing force was not Azerbaijan, but Tur-
key, in the person of Erdogan, who for
several years has embarked on an ad-
venturous campaign to divert the at-
tention of its population from ferment-
ing internal dangers. This can not last
long and will eventually explode. Rus-
sia and Iran are on the lookout for such
an explosion and so should we.

Having the above in mind, we see
that the situation is not so hopeless, IF
tranquil and sober minds prevail and IF
we pursue our national interests. Un-
fortunately, what we are seeing so far
is worrying. Instead of calling for
vigilance, passions are provoked. In-
stead of rational dialogue, demagogu-
ery prevails. Instead of dignified ap-
proaches, a rat race is encouraged.
The following example says it all.
Artsvik Minasyan, a member of the
Supreme Body of ARF Armenia ad-
dressed the “My Step” deputies of the
Parliament, stating that “A significant

portion of the deputies will feel the
danger that they will appear in the
dustbin of history and need to choose
a dignified path. The only way out is to
come out of their faction while retain-
ing their mandates and to vote for
Vazgen Manukyan. If they had some
plans, like getting a high salary, etc.,
they would get more if today they
decide to defend the homeland”. What
does this mean? Minasyan’s party,
that could barely secure 4% of the
votes during the democratic elections
in 2018, is now addressing those depu-
ties that were elected by the majority
votes, to choose a “dignified path” so
as not to appear in the “dustbin of
history”, and while “retaining their
mandates”, join Vazgen Manukyan’s
faction at a “higher salary”. The
Minasyans are not sure that with fair
elections they can get a “mandate” and
for that reason they want the deputies
of “My Step” bloc not to give it up but
bring it with them and serve new mas-
ters at a higher salary. According to
the Minasyans, this would be “digni-
fied approach”, that is to sell your
convictions for material gain. And by
doing so, you would “defend your
homeland”. Unbelievable, but true. Our
people saw who appeared in the
“dustbin of history” when they orga-
nized October 27, the subsequent rat
race, and 20 years of dictatorship.

The “traitor” labeled by the
Minasyans 22 years ago, is now in
esteem, for having anticipated the
events and offered possible solutions
for it. Instead of sobering up, the
Minasyans continue to make noise,
and under the guise of “defender of
the homeland” endanger its existence.
This time History must not be allowed
to repeat itself. Let’s sober up as a
nation, not to not end up in the “dustbin
of history”.

As we clarified, we are wor-
ried, but not pessimistic. We are wor-
ried, because the pain caused by the
calamity temporarily obscures the abil-
ity of our people to see the real causes.
Worried, because some leaders, rather
than enlightening the masses by mak-
ing the correct diagnosis and suggest-
ing suitable outcomes, they incite pas-
sions, and stir the muddy waters to
catch their fish. We are worried, be-
cause through exploiting the current
situation, those who for 20 years plun-
dered and weekend Armenia might
deal another heavy blow to our state-
hood, as they did on October 27. We
are worried, because the prerequisites
of building a strong and dignified state
of Armenia, democracy and rule of
law might give way to authoritarianism
and corruption, as it happened during
the rule of Kocharyan and Sargsyan.

We are not pessimistic, because
we know we shall overcome this di-
saster too. We simply regret that every
time a historic occasion comes our
way to achieve one of our unfulfilled
dreams, rather than congregating and
tackling it with unified strength, inner
squabbles ruin our house and hinder
our progress. We are not pessimistic,
because in view of the losses we suf-
fered, we see a rising momentum
among wide sections of our popula-
tion, especially the youth that real-
izes the destructive nature and con-

Continued onpage 4
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Erdogan’s Neo-Ottoman Game Plan

By Armen Tigranakert

On December 10, a joint
Azerbaijani-Turkish victory parade was
held in Baku after a new phase of
conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh. It’s
worth clarifying that this parade was
actually held not with the participation
of Turkey, but in honor of Turkey.

Perhaps, one can consider these
demonstrative actions as a ‘full-stop’
in a political game in the South
Caucasus. However, as recent breaches
of ceasefire in Nagorno-Karabakh hap-
pened, this parade in Azerbaijan was
not a ‘full stop’, but a ‘comma’ fol-
lowed by next Ankara’s steps in the
region.

Throughout Erdogan’s political
career he never took a break to ‘rest on
his laurels.” The Turkish leader is
greedy for victory and for reaching his
‘neo-Ottoman’ goals, and he will use
all the possibilities and methods at his
disposal, even the most brutal ones.

The military parade in Baku is
Erdogan’s personal triumph, which
was also aimed at hiding, among other
issues, the economic problems that
aroused due to Ankara’s aggressive
foreign policy. Erdogan’s nationalist
strategy made the U.S. impose sanc-
tions on the Turkish defense industry
on December 14.

American experts believe that
more severe restrictive measures are
likely to be imposed later, as president-
elect Joe Biden is expected to be tougher
on Turkey than Trump, who had
mostly friendly relations with Erdogan.

Any economic pressure on Tur-
key is very painful for the Turkish
leader. Even such light sanctions can
seriously affect the country’s
economy. But for Erdogan the interior
agenda is a top priority in the frame-
work of cultivating his ‘neo-Ottoman
policy’ in the region.

Armen Tigranakertia freelance
Jjournalist from Aleppo, Syrian

No Single Millimetre
Continued frompage 1

Syunik, a process of jeopardizing the
security of Syunik. In fact, it is the
opposite. The issue is that when we
deploy our border troops along the
border, it strengthens our security,
because the border of the Republic of
Armenia also becomes the border of
the security system of which we are a
member,” Pashinyan said.

“Who has determined the border
and what is the legal basis? This ques-
tion is often asked by people who have

of Armenia’s Territory

been at the National Assembly or the
Government in 2010. The fact is that
today’s borders, including the admin-
istrative borders of communities have
been determined by the Law on Ad-
ministrative-Territorial division of the
Republic of Armenia adopted in2010,”
the Prime Minister said.

“For example the description of
the settlements of Nerkin Khndzoresk
and Tegh says they have a shared bor-
der with Azerbaijan. It was a law sub-
mitted by the former Government of
the Republic of Armenia,” the PM said.

Azerbaijani Attack on Shushi Ghazanchetsots

Continued frompage 1

the second one while journalists and
other civilians had gathered at the site,
appear to be deliberate,” said Hugh
Williamson, Europe and Central Asia
director at Human Rights Watch.
“These attacks should be impartially
investigated and those responsible held
to account.”

Residents of the town said the
church, a historic church perched on
a strategic clifftop, sustained exterior
and interior damage after being hit
twice within several hours. The 19th-
century cathedral is part of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church.

“International humanitarian law,
also known as the laws of war, re-
quires warring parties to distinguish
between civilian objects and military

objectives at all times. Attacks di-
rected at civilian objects that are not
used to commit hostile acts or are
otherwise not military objectives are
prohibited and may constitute a war
crime. Warring parties are also re-
quired to respect cultural property and
special care must be taken to avoid
damage to buildings dedicated to reli-
gion and historic monuments. They
must not be attacked unless impera-
tively required by military necessity.

“Serious violations of the laws of
war committed with criminal intent —
deliberately or recklessly — are war
crimes. Governments have a duty to
investigate allegations of war crimes
by members of their armed forces or
forces on their territory and to fairly
prosecute those found responsible”.
HRW concluded in its report.

Two Armenian Manuscripts Join the Getty
Museum’s Collection
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Two Armenian manuscripts join
the Getty Museum’s collection.

The first one is a 17th-century
manuscript leaf depicting the Christian
story of the arrival of Christ child on
earth. The leaf was once part of a
Gospel book made in 1615 and illus-
trated by the famous Armenian artist
Mesrop of Khizan. In the early 20th
century, this leaf was removed from
the Gospel book—but now they are
reunited.

Gospel books were among the
most precious and revered manuscripts
in medieval Armenia; sacred texts, they
were used during church services.

The second acquisition, shown
in the rest of the images, is a 16th-
century Gospel book illuminated by a
brother and sister team, Ghoukas
and Eghisabet. It is very rare for an
Armenian manuscript to have a named
female artist. The manuscript con-
tains the four Gospels of the Chris-
tian bible.

The manuscript is richly illus-
trated. It begins with 20 full-page
scenes from the life of Christ and the
Old Testament. Also, it includes au-
thor portraits of the four evangelist
portraits, one at the beginning of each
Gospel.

“Mother Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin”
Silver Collector Coin Put Into Circulation

The Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin is the spiritual center of
all Armenians and the Holy See of the
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians.

The Mother Cathedral of Holy
Etchmiadzin is the first official cathe-
dral of the Christian world, which was
built in 301-303, initiated by and
through the efforts of St. Trdat III
Great Armenian king and St. Gregory
the Illuminator. The temple was built
based on the vision of St. Gregory the
[lluminator, according to which the
Only Begotten Son of God, Jesus
Christ, descended to the Ararat Valley,
the capital of Armenia Vagharshapat,
and ordered that the temple of God —
“the house of prayer and supplication
of all believers, the seat of the priest-
hood” be right there.

The Mother Cathedral was origi-
nally built on a cruciform base with a
central dome, making Holy Etchmiadzin
the first cross-domed church in world
ecclesiastical architecture. In the 17th
century, a three-story bell tower was
built to the western entrance of the
Cathedral, with small bell towers added
on the northern, eastern and southern

apses. In 1869 three halls were built
along the eastern wall of the Cathedral
as a depository-museum. In 17-18th
centuries, the interior of the Mother
Cathedral was decorated with fres-
coes painted by the Hovnatanians, a
famous family of painters.

Over the centuries, the Mother
Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin has
been renovated under the auspices of
Armenian princes, national benefac-
tors (Al. Mantashian, Gulbenkian Foun-
dation, Louise Manoogian Simon and
Manoogian family), benefiting gener-
ous donations of all Armenians, in
cooperation with the Armenian state.

National Orientation, Redux

Continued frompage 3

sequences of such a mentality. We
are not pessimistic, because we be-
lieve we have the prerequisites of
building a bright future: exercising
rational judgment and not destruc-
tive mob mentality, upholding the

national interest and not partisan
quibbles, promoting democratic prin-
ciples and not authoritarianism, ad-
vocating rule of law and not corrup-
tion or nepotism.

€It is imperative to choose the
first path to manage our own destiny
and achieve our dreams.
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