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Pashinyan, Blinken Discuss Post-war

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan had a telephone con-
versation with US Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken. Nikol Pashinyan first
congratulated the interlocutor on his
appointment to the high post. He praised
the constant US support to Armenia
and the US role in the OSCE Minsk
Group.

The sides touched upon the post-
war situation in the region. The need to
resume the peace process within the
framework of the OSCE Minsk Group
Co-Chairs was stressed.

The interlocutor stressed the need
for the immediate return of prisoners of
war, hostages and other detainees by
Azerbaijan. In this context, Mr. Blinken
emphasized the importance of the activ-
ity of the Minsk Group Co-Chairs and
expressed readiness to continue to play
a role in resolving the conflict.

The Secretary of State stressed
the importance of developing partner-
ship with Armenia. He praised

Situation in the Region

Armenia’s achievements in the field of
democracy and assured that the United
States will continue to provide assis-
tance to Armenia’s reforms agenda.

The sides attached importance to
working together to strengthen the
rule of law in Armenia, fighting against
corruption, implementing reforms in
the justice system and the police.

“Armenia is an important part-
ner, and we encourage its democratic
development,” Blinken tweeted after
the conversation.

“The Secretary stressed the sig-
nificance of respect for the rule of law
and democratic institutions, and he
expressed our continuing support for
the development of democratic pro-
cesses and institutions in Armenia,”
the U.S. State Department spokes-
man, Ned Price, said in separate writ-
ten comments.

PM Pashinyan thanked the
American side for the readiness to
provide assistance.

Duties of UNICEF Representative to
Armenia Suspended Due to “Failures and
Non-cooperative Behavior”

YEREVAN — Marianne Clark-
Hattingh’s duties as UNICEF’s Repre-
sentative to Armenia were suspended
due to “failures in implementing her
mandate and non-cooperative con-
duct,” Spokesperson for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Anna Naghdalyan
told Public Radio of Armenia.

“The shortcomings of UNICEF
Representative Marin Clark-Hatting in
the implementation of her mandate and
the non-cooperative work were prob-
lematic for the Armenian side, so the
Armenian government decided to ter-
minate her duties as UNICEF Repre-
sentative in the Republic of Armenia,”
Naghdalyan said.

“The UN Resident Coordinator
[in Armenia] and UNICEF representa-
tives have been notified about the deci-
sion,” Naghdalyan told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian Service.

A spokeswoman for the UNICEF

office in Yerevan, Zara Sargsyan, de-
nied media reports that Clark-Hattingh
has “hastily” left Armenia. Sargsyan
said she remains in the country and
will continue to perform her duties
until the appointment of her replace-
ment.

According to Sargsyan, UNICEF
has already named a new acting head
of'its Yerevan office and is now await-
ing approval by the Armenian Foreign
Ministry.

The UNICEF official did not com-
ment on reasons for the ministry’s
dissatisfaction with Clark-Hattingh.
“We have always known her as a
highly competent and experienced spe-
cialist committed to her work,” she
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service.

The UNICEF headquarters in New
York did not issue any statements on

Continued onpage 3

Biden Urged to Recognize Armenian
Genocide, Help Facilitate Release of
Armenian POWs

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S.
Senator Bob Menendez (D-N.J.),
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, urged the Biden Ad-
ministration to join Congress in prop-
erly recognizing the Armenian Geno-
cide and also to work for the release of
Armenian hostages illegally held by the
Azerbaijani government during a com-
mittee hearing on the nominations of
Wendy Sherman to serve as Deputy
Secretary of State and Brian McKeon
to serve as Deputy Secretary of State
for Management and Resources.

Sen. Menendez states, “I hope
the President will keep his commit-
ment to recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide. The United States Senate, by
unanimous consent, passed it. Last
year | was proud to sponsor that. The
House of Representatives has passed
it. It’s time for the President of the
United States to do what the rest of the
Congress of the United States — as
representatives of the American people
— which is to recognize the Genocide.
Let’s call history for what it is.” Sen.
Menendez has already started reaching
out to Senate colleagues to join him in
sending a joint letter to President Biden
urging him to properly characterize
the Armenian Genocide in the annual
April 24th commemorative statement.

Sen. Menendez reiterated the need
for greater U.S. engagement in the
OSCE Minsk Group mediation of the
Artsakh crisis, including active leader-

ship in securing the release of over 200
Armenian prisoners of war and civilian
captives illegally held by the Azerbaijani
regime some 4 months after the impo-
sition of the November 9th ceasefire
agreement.

“We will look to help the people
of Armenia and help to facilitate the
release of POWs that the Azerbaijanis
have,” stated Sen. Menendez. “It is in
violation of international law what
they’re doing. We need to speak out,
which the previous administration did
not, and we need to work to try to get
that region to look forward to what the
Minsk process was. There is some
suggestion that this is all over. No. it’s
not. And we need to the POWS re-
leased and we have to help Armenia, as
it gets all of these refugees back into
their country.”

Armenian Authorities Seize $45 Million Worth
of Heroin in Unprecedented Find

YEREVAN — Law-enforcement
authorities in Armenia said on Wednes-
day that they have seized more than
300 kilograms ofheroin smuggled from
neighboring Iran and destined for Eu-
rope.

The State Revenue Committee
(SRC) reported that six individuals of
“different nationalities” have been ar-
rested in what it called the country’s
biggest drug bust in seven years. The
government agency comprising the Ar-

menian tax and customs services did
not identify the suspects or specify
their nationalities.

In a statement, the SRC said that
officers of its anti-smuggling unit found
the heroin hidden in 33 boxes suppos-
edly containing baker’s yeast imported
from Iran and stored at a customs
warehouse in Yerevan.

“The market value of the heroin

Continued onpage 4



KYOTO — Armenia’s Minister
of Justice Rustam Badasyan is partici-
pating in the 14th UN Congress on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
(UNODC) inKyoto, Japan from March
5to 11, 2021.

In his speech on March 7, Minis-
ter Badasyan thanked Japan for orga-
nizing the event UNODC Secretariat,
noting that this UN platform is a good
opportunity for governments to dis-
cuss crime prevention, criminal jus-
tice issues, as well as the necessary
mechanisms and tools.

According to the Minister, since
the Velvet Revolution of 2018, Arme-
nia has embarked on an ambitious re-
form agenda with new determination,
made significant progress in promot-
ing a culture of legality, preventing
crime and improving the legal frame-
work for criminal justice.

Rustam Badasyan stressed that
the primary goal is to ensure the inde-
pendence of the judiciary and strengthen
public confidence in the system.

Minister Badasyan touched upon
the issues of hate speech, noting that
this issue is urgent for Armenia, as the
Armenian people have been victims of
discrimination, persecution, hate crimes
and genocide throughout history.

“In this context, the Armenian
delegation has initiated the inclusion of
a separate paragraph on hate crime in
the Kyoto Declaration,” said Rustam
Badasyan, emphasizing that hate crimes
based on identity are the first step that
can lead to serious crimes against hu-
manity, including war crimes. crimes
? ethnic cleansing.

“I think that impunity for past
crimes, their justification and denial
pave the way for a resurgence of
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Azerbaijan and Turkey Must Be Held
Accountable: Armenia’s Justice Minister
Presents War Crimes Against Artsakh
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violence and new atrocities,” he said,
citing the example of the Turkish-
Azerbaijani aggression in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone in September
2020, the involvement of mercenaries
from Libya and Syria in the fight against
Nagorno-Karabakh, emphasizing that
the causes of the first war in Nagorno-
Karabakhin the early 1990s were due to
hatred for Armenians, discrimination,
and denial of fundamental human rights.

“Azerbaijan’s anti-Armenian
policy, which has been promoted for
decades, has found its most inhuman
expression during the recent aggres-
sion against the people of Artsakh,
which was accompanied by crimes
against humanity. One of the most
notable examples of such crimes is the
use of cluster munitions against civil-
ians, targeting, destroying Armenian
cultural heritage, and using banned
phosphorous weapons, causing enor-
mous damage to both humanity and
the environment,” Rustam Badasyan
said, citing as another evidence
Azerbaijan’s attempts to grossly vio-
late the UN Convention on the Treat-
ment of Prisoners of War by refusing
to return Armenian prisoners of war to
other prisoners, including women.

“The recruitment of foreign ter-
rorists by Turkey, their subsequent
deployment in the ranks of the
Azerbaijani Armed Forces for hostili-
ties against Artsakh, is another serious
crime committed by Azerbaijan and
Turkey in gross violation of all interna-
tional norms. Numerous pieces of evi-
dence from relevant sources show
that Turkey and Azerbaijan supports
and contributes to the spread of the
terrorist threat in our region,” said
Rustam Badasyan.

Hayastan All Armenian Fund to Provide
Financial Support to the Families

YEREVAN — The social issue of
the people of Artsakh remains a prior-
ity for the Hayastan All Armenian Fund.

As part of its social support pro-
grams, the Fund will provide one-time
financial assistance to the families of
5,564 Artsakh volunteer servicemen,
who took part in the war. Over the 44-
days, this home guard joined the
Artsakh Defense Army and devoted
itself to the sacred cause of defending
the Homeland.

This social assistance program
will support the families of servicemen
and alleviate their immediate post war
challenges by providing 1 billion 112
million 800 thousand AMD, approxi-
mately USD 2.1million.

These funds will be distributed
with the support of ArtsakhPost.

The Fund will continue to sup-
port those devoted to the Homeland by
implementing various programs to help
them quickly return to civilian life.
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Armenia Improves in Economic
Freedom Index Ranking

CLEAR SELECTION

Armenia has moved two notches
up in The Heritage Foundation’s 2021
Economic Freedom Index.

Armenia’s economic freedom
score is 71.9, making its economy the
32nd freest in the 2021 Index. Its
overall score has increased by 1.3
points, primarily because of an im-
provement in fiscal health. Armenia is
ranked 18th among 45 countries in
the Europe region, and its overall
score is above the regional and world
averages.

Economic freedom in Armenia
has hovered between moderately free
and mostly free for many years. GDP
growth during the reporting period
has continued to be strong. To insti-
tutionalize higher levels of economic
freedom more firmly, the government
needs to maintain its focus on im-
proving judicial effectiveness and gov-
ernment integrity. Stronger rule of
law would also have a positive impact
on investment freedom. In the previ-
ous index Armenia was 34th. In 2018
and 2019, it was 44th and 47th, re-
spectively.

The Washington-based Heritage
Foundation, one of the most influential
structures in US public policy, as-
sesses the countries’ scores by sev-
eral criteria, including how open the
markets are considered in each terri-

tory, how efficient regulators are in
encouraging business and labor free-
dom, and how stringent the rule of law
is in protecting property rights.

In the South Caucasus, Georgia
boasts the highest index of economic
freedom, occupying the 12th place
with 77.2 points. Azerbaijan is 38th.

Although the report does not fo-
cus on individual countries, it suggests
that due to the new situation that has
resulted after the six-week Armenian-
Azerbaijani war, both Armenia and
Azerbaijan will have the opportunity to
improve their economic freedoms.

In the Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU), only Kazakhstan is among the
countries with “mostly free” econo-
mies along with Armenia, with a total
score of 71.1 points, occupying the
34th place. The other member states
of the EEU are significantly lower,
classified as “moderately free.” Rus-
sia ranks 92nd, Belarus 95th and
Kyrgyzstan 78th.

Singapore remains the top-rated
economy on the list this year, followed
by New Zealand, Australia, Switzer-
land and Ireland.

The top five countries “earned
very high economic freedom scores
of 80 or more. Cuba, Venezuela and
North Korea are at the bottom of the
ranking.

Armenia Withdraws From
2021 Eurovision Song Contest

YEREVAN (Arka)— Armenia’s
public broadcaster AMPTV has an-
nounced its withdrawal from this
year’s Eurovision Song Contest (ESC).

‘Despite best efforts AMPTV say
the events that followed after the con-
firmation of Armenia’s participation at
this year’s event have made it impos-
sible to organize an entry in time for
this month’s deadline,” it said in a
Facebook post.

“After careful and detailed dis-
cussions, the Public Television Com-
pany of Armenia has decided to with-
draw from the Eurovision Song Con-
test 2021, considering the latest events,
the shortness of production time as
well as other objective reasons that
make the proper participation of Ar-
menia at ESC 2021 impossible.”

Martin Osterdahl, Executive Su-
pervisor of the Eurovision Song Con-
test, said: “The EBU (European Broad-
casting Union) community is deeply
sorry that AMPTYV has decided to with-
draw from participating in this year’s
Eurovision Song Contest. Armenia
have a great record at the Eurovision

openup

EVRODslon

Song Contest and always bring ex-
citement and quality performances
to the stage. We understand the rea-
sons for their withdrawal and we will
miss their hard working and profes-
sional delegation in Rotterdam. We
very much hope to welcome Arme-
nia back in 2022.”

Forty countries remain in the
Eurovision Song Contest 2021 and will
compete across two Semi-Finals (18
and 20 May) and the Grand Final (Sat-
urday 22 May) in Rotterdam (Nether-
lands).

Armenia has never won at
Eurovision since they debuted at the
contest in 2006, but has six top 10
finishes. Its best result came in 2006
and 2014, when Sirusho and Aram
Mp3 came fourth.
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Consul General Armen Baibourtian Met
With U.S. U.S. Congressman David Valadao

GLENDALE — On February 26,
Consul General of Armenia in Los
Angeles  Ambassador  Armen
Baibourtian held a virtual meeting with
U.S. Congressman David Valadao, who
is a member of the Republican Party.
The meeting was also attended by the
Honorary Consul of Armenia in Fresno
Berj Apkarian.

Congressman Valadao is the U.S.
Representative for California’s 21st
congressional district, which includes
significant parts of the heavily Arme-
nian populated Fresno.Consul General
Baibourtian congratulated Congress-
man Valadao on the occasion of his re-
election as a member of the U.S. House
of Representatives and on assuming
the position of the Co-Chair of the
Congressional Caucus on Armenian
Issues.

During the meeting, Ambassador
Baibourtian presented the aftermath of
the Azerbaijani-Turkish aggression
against Artsakh and its consequences
for Artsakh and Armenia, as well as
the emerged humanitarian crisis in the
post-war period.Ambassador
Baibourtian attached special impor-
tance to the issue of the Armenian

prisoners of war (POWs) held in
Azerbaijan underlining the need for
their immediate return to the home-
land. The interlocutors agreed to hold
their meetings periodically, thus plan-
ning to have the upcoming one in
Fresno to discuss issues of mutual
interest. During the meeting, Congress-
man David Valadao spoke warmly about
the Armenian-American community
emphasizing its importance and unique
contribution in all spheres of life in the
largest U.S. State of California. Am-
bassador Baibourtian mentioned that
the Armenian community in California
has its roots in the Central Valley,
particularly in Fresno, where the Ar-
menian community began to take shape
in the last decades of the 19th century.

Ambassador Baibourtian ex-
pressed his appreciation to the fact
that Congressman Valadao had visited
Artsakh in September 2017. He was
also thankful for the Armenian Caucus
letter of February 19 signed by 100
Members of Congress encouraging the
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken
and Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
to strengthen the United States — Ar-
menia bilateral relations.

The Berlin International Film Festival
Defends Screening of Black Bach Artsakh
Film on Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

BERLIN — The Berlin Interna-
tional Film Festival has defended its
screening of film on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict amid accusations of
promoting “anti-Azerbaijani propa-
ganda”.

Directed by Ayreen Anastas and
Rene Gabri, Black Bach Artsakh re-
flects on the decades-long conflict
between Armenia and Azerbaijan over

the region of Nagorno-Karabakh, re-
ferred to in Armenian as Artsakh. Di-
vided into 13 acts that echo the rhythm
of Bach’s cantatas, the film inter-
weaves essayistic landscape shots with
a voiceover reflecting on the nature of
war, identity, and belonging, as well as
interviews with Armenian residents of
the region in 2007.

The Berlinale’s description of the
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Armenian Bar Calls Out Grey Wolves to
U.N. Special Rapporteur on Racism

In response to a call for input by
the United Nations Special Rapporteur
on Contemporary Forms of Racism,
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and
Related Intolerance, Armenian Bar As-
sociation associate members Astghik
Hairapetian, Anoush Baghdassarian,
Mariam Nazaretyan, and Dickran
Khodanian, prepared the linked report
to the U.N. Special Rapporteur (Link
to Report). The purpose of the report
is to help stop the activities of the Grey
Wolves before they further realize their
racist worldview. The Grey Wolves’
vitriol and invective have become in-
creasingly evident, especially during
Azerbaijan’s recent aggression against
Artsakh.

The mandate of the Special Rap-
porteur and UCLA Law School Pro-
fessor E. Tendayi Achiume is to com-
bat and prevent varied forms of rac-
ism, racial discrimination, anti-
Semitism, xenophobia, and related in-
tolerance. Not only do these estab-
lished forms of racism exist, they are
continually changing. To combat such
violations of basic human rights, the
Special Rapporteur transmits urgent
appeals and communications to States
regarding alleged violations of interna-
tional human rights law, performs
country visits, and submits reports to
the UN Human Rights Council and the
General Assembly.

To inform the Special
Rapporteur’s 2021 report to the
Human Rights Council on com-
batting the glorification of Na-
zism, neo-Nazism, and other prac-
tices that fuel contemporary forms
of racism and related intolerance,
Special Rapporteur Achiume re-
quested written submissions from
civil society organizations and other
stakeholders who can share their
experience and knowledge. To this
end, the Armenian Bar’s submission
details the harmful and intolerant ac-
tivities of the Grey Wolves, a group
whose ideology is characterized by
exaggerated nationalism and racist vio-
lence against ethnic minorities in Tur-
key and around the world and, in par-

ticular, against Armenians.

Lucy Varpetian, Chairwoman of
the Armenian Bar Association, com-
mented, “In a time when ultra-nation-
alist policies propel discrimination and
violence in many parts of the world,
we applaud the Special Rapporteur’s
commitment to receiving substanti-
ated reports about the full scope of the
threat of neo-Nazism and related prac-
tices. We hope that the diverse sub-
missions will lead to a thematic report
that highlights this trend in all its forms
and serves to oppose it.”

The report details who the Grey
Wolves are, their acts against Arme-
nians and other groups, including in
the military context, Turkey and
Azerbaijan’s support of the group, and
European governments’ policies to
combat the group. It concludes by
stating: “Particularly in the context of
Erdogan’s Pan-Turkic expansionist
vision from the Mediterranean to Libya
and beyond, and Turkey’s illicit use of
armed force to reach its objectives, it
is critical to understand the radical
ideological streams undergirding the
politics of the region and around the
world. The Grey Wolves and its sym-
pathizers drive racist violence towards
ethnic minorities. The group should
be understood as a dangerous ideology
paralleling Nazism in form — in light of
indications of state support — and in
substance — in light of explicit calls for
the eradication of certain ethnic groups.
Azerbaijan’s aggression towards
Artsakh and its Armenians is both a
recent manifestation of this dangerous
ideology, and a warning of a disturb-
ing, growing trend.

film sparked a fierce online backlash
from Turks and Azeris, describing the
screening as a “propaganda film” with
“one-sided story telling”. The passage in
question referred to the conflict in
Nagorno-Karabakh in the 1990s as “a
struggle for liberation and self-determi-
nation”, and called the recent 2020 war
an “invasion by Azerbaijan’s dictator”.

But the festival rejected calls for
the film to be excluded from the pro-
gram, instead releasing an official state-
ment on 2 March, a day after the film

premiered.

In it, they said that the initial
description, written by the filmmakers
themselves, would be replaced by text
penned by organizers outlining why
they considered the film to be relevant.

“We understand that the film Black
Bach Artsakh touches upon complex
issues and painful memories in the
conflict between Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia,” the statement said. “[But] si-
lencing the voices of filmmakers is not
the way forward.”

Duties of UNICEF Representative to Armenia

Continued frompage 1

the extraordinary development.

Clark-Hattingh took over
UNICEF’s Yerevan office in July 2020.
She was UNICEF’s representative in
Malaysia from 2016-2020.

Before joining the UN agency
over two decades ago, Clark-Hattingh
had worked at UK Aid Direct, a British
government agency supporting non-

governmental organizations around the
world.

Clark-Hattingh handed her cre-
dentials to Armenia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Artak Apitonian as recently
as on August 24. The Foreign Ministry
reported at the time that she and
Apitonian discussed, among other
things, ways of improving the plight
of Armenian children living in areas
bordering Azerbaijan.
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AGBU 91st General Assembly Goes Virtual
Due to Global Pandemic

On February 27, 2021, and for
first time in its more than a century-old
history, the biennial AGBU General
Assembly broke tradition by taking its
proceedings entirely online. Given the
lingering presence of Covid-19, now
in its second year and still persisting in
hotspots across the globe, the AGBU
Central Board agreed to harness the
power of virtual technology to unite its
worldwide membership remotely.

Thanks to the expertise of the
organization’s AGBU Armenian Vir-
tual College (AVC), hundreds of par-
ticipants from 32 countries were able
to connect through Zoom with the
benefit of simultaneous translation from
English to Armenian, French and Span-
ish.

“Ever since the Coronavirus out-
break last year, AGBU has proven
itselfan agile and inventive force online.
Since then, we learned that we not
only could continue our mission but
also extend our reach to ever larger
segments of the communities we
serve,” said Central Board Member
and Secretary Sarkis Jebejian, who
served as the meeting’s Master of
Ceremonies.

Following the welcome remarks,
His Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of
All Armenians, conveyed his blessing
wishing the Assembly a successful
meeting and emphasized the important
role of the AGBU in the life of the
Armenian Nation.

As usual, the official agenda in-
cluded a report of the consolidated
financials for the period 2018 and 2019
by AGBU Central Board Treasurer
Nazareth Festekjian and an activities
report for the same cycle by Central
Board member and Assistant Secre-
tary Arda Haratunian. A report high-
lighting AGBU’s work in education, in
particular the immense contributions
of AVC to Armenian education over
the past ten years since its inception,
was presented by Central Board mem-
ber Lena Sarkissian. A brief question
and answer session followed address-
ing issues raised by the membership in
advance of the meeting.

There were also salutes to three
AGBU groups, for which AGBU Presi-
dent Berge Setrakian took pride in
recognizing for their extraordinary sac-
rifices of time and expertise during
critical moments in 2020. This in-
cluded District Committee and its Chair-
man Gerard Tufenkjian, and entire
AGBU Lebanon community who rede-
fined the meaning of civic engagement

in Lebanon after the explosion at the
Port in Beirut last August. In addition,
Setrakian thanked AGBU scouts across
the globe for their hard work and
community service throughout an in-
credibly challenging time locally and
globally. “We are lucky to have them
wear the badge of AGBU and represent
us so well,” Setrakian, a former AGBU
scout leader himself, remarked. Fi-
nally, the AGBU Young Professionals
were singled out for their display of
leadership when the pandemic hit,
proactively finding ways to keep con-
nected, as well as provide forums for
important exchanges on timely topics.

In his official biennial address,
Setrakian acknowledged straightaway
that the impressive gains and achieve-
ments by AGBU in the 2018-2019
cycle were soon overshadowed by the
crises that ensued in 2020. He ac-
knowledged how these calamities ne-
cessitated a major shift in priorities to
intensive humanitarian relief, an area
for which AGBU has long burnished
an impressive and trusted reputation.

Setrakian took this time to re-
mind participants of the numerous his-
torical turning points in Armenian his-
tory that catapulted AGBU into greater
involvement in developing the modern
Armenian state, starting with the foun-
dational work of AGBU visionary
founder Boghos Noubar in educating
impoverished and oppressed Arme-
nian communities in Hamidian Turkey
at the turn of the 20th century as well
as the repatriation of Armenians to the
newly established soviet Armenia. He
referenced key decisions made by his
predecessors such as Alex
Manoogian’s call to support the estab-
lishment of Holy Etchmiadzin as the
seatofthe Armenian Churchand Louise
Simone’s efforts to establish the Ameri-
can University of Armenia (AUA)
shortly after Armenia won its indepen-
dence in 1991.

Cognizant of the immediate con-
cerns of those in attendance, Setrakian
outlined what he envisions for AGBU
and for Armenia going forward.
“AGBU’s leadership, out of serious
concern for the dangers facing our
nation, has called on all Armenian
people to unite and bring their exper-
tise, their engagement and their formi-
dable will to build the future in the
aftermath of the events of the past
year,” he stated.

He concluded his remarks with
an optimistic but tempered vision of
the years ahead. “We are confident of
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“Migrants from Van and the Transforming
Politics of Representation in the Ottoman
Empire, 1850’s-1870’s”

A Lecture by Dr. Dzovinar Derderian

Dr. Dzovinar Derderian will dis-
cuss “Migrants from Van and the
Transforming Politics of Representa-
tion in the Ottoman Empire, 1850’s-
1870’s” at 7:00PM (Pacific time) on
Friday, March 19, 2021. The presen-
tation is part of the Spring 2021 Lec-
ture Series of the Armenian Studies
Program and is co-sponsored by the
Society for Armenian Studies (SAS).

Migrants or itinerants from prov-
inces like Van, or more precisely
“pandukhts” in Armenian, are often
characterized in the existing scholar-
ship and popular discourse as destitute
and melancholic people. Rather than
discussing this disempowering image
of Armenian pandukhts, this talk will
demonstrate how voices of the
pandukhts became a site of power and
their very physical presence in the
Ottoman capital in large numbers rep-
resented a lever of negotiation. Not
only the pandukhts of Van, but also
Armenian inhabitants still in Van re-
ferred to pandukhts as representatives
of their voice and mentioned the
pandukhts in their petitions to put fur-
ther pressure on the Constantinople
Armenian Patriarchate. The accelera-
tion of movement and communication
through newspapers and collective pe-
titions, along with the large presence
of Vanets‘is in Constantinople pro-
vided the pandukhts the opportunity to
step forward as the public voice of
Van and thus engaged in novel prac-
tices of political representation in the
Ottoman Empire.

Dr. Dzovinar Derderian is cur-
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rently teaching at the American Uni-
versity of Armenia. She received her
Ph.D. from the University of Michi-
gan, Ann Arbor. Her dissertation is
titled “Nation-Making and the Lan-
guage of Colonialism: Voices from
Ottoman Van in Armenian Print Media
and Handwritten Petitions, 1820s to
1870s.” She has co-edited a volume
entitled The Ottoman East in the Nine-
teenth Century: Societies, Identities
and Politics (I.B. Tauris, 2016). She
currently serves on the editorial board
of Etudes arméniennes contemporaines
and is the editor of Entries of the
Society for Armenian Studies website.

Zoom Registration Link: https://
bit.ly/armenianstudiesderderian

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, www.
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Armenian Authorities
Continued frompage 1

weighing, together with the packag-
ing, about 365 kilograms is roughly
$45 million,” the statement said, add-
ing that “Western Europe” was meant
to be the consignment’s final destina-
tion.

The statement also said that the
SRC and the National Security Service
(NSS) are taking “large-scale” investi-
gative measures to try to identify more
people possibly involved in the drug
trafficking case.

The case represents the second
largest amount of the Class A drug
ever seized in Armenia.

In 2014, Armenian authorities
confiscated as many as 850 kilograms
ofheroin which they said was smuggled

Seize $45 Million Worth

from Iran by a drug trafficking ring led
by a Turkish national. The trafficker,
Osman Ugurlu, was arrested and sub-
sequently sentenced by an Armenian
court to 19 years in prison. He denied
any involvement in the massive heroin
smuggling.

Iranis believed to be the main
source of drug trafficking in and
through Armenia. Hundreds of Ira-
nians as well as their local accom-
plices have been imprisoned in the
South Caucasus country on cor-
responding charges since the
1990s.

Drug trafficking is a serious chal-
lenge for Iran as it borders Afghani-
stan, the world’s largest opium pro-
ducer, and Pakistan, a major transit
country for drugs.

the important role that AGBU can ful-
fill in the mission of strengthening the
core of our nation which is global,
with its homeland and its Diaspora.
This will require the participation of
each and every one of you, as only
together can we achieve the national

prosperity and stability we profoundly
wish to see.”

*The full text of President
Setrakian’s speech as well as the
resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly may be found at
www.agbu.org.

www.massispost.com
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