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pGunpniphiGObpniG dwulwlygt-
(nt wd sdwubwlygbint hwpgp:
Mtwp st wpwnolb np, 4ty Yw bp-
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uwlgniphtlGltipp hptGg Ywdpp
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Jwh nwwnhG no Gpypha:

17 Yniuwlygniphiblbbpp hw-
dwfudpnn wpdnidp dbpdting Lw-
fuwqwhh hpwtkpp, wGquwyd dp Giu
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dwnwhng st Gpynph Yuynibnipbwip
GL ywwwbpwqgdh hbGnbLiwbGpbbpn
jwnpwhwpdwdp: UG hp dwfunnnt-
phiGGbpnlG hwdwp Yp dbnwnpk
abtpp pwOwyhG, np Uwhdwlwn-
pniphtlp fuwpunbint qlny suhw-
guwt hpkbg wnpdnidpG, dGpp Iwa-
pwwbwnnipbwl Gwhuwqwhhb, np
hptiGg wwhwbelbpnith hwiwdw)h
sowndbgwt GL Qwwn jwswfu wy dn-
nnynipnhG, np wnwohlG opth qp-
twlygtiind wbnbGg tniptiwb nL Guyw-
imwlybbpnib, dGpdtg hGwnbihy wyn
wndniipb: Qufunnnipbiwlb hulw-
Juwl wywwwufuwlbwwmntld qubbnt
hwdwp pOnnhdntphilp  wnwehl
hGpphlG wtwnp £ GujhG hwybhhG:

bp qnpébtiwndny, oquwaqnn-
6wd pwnwwwwpny nt pGnpwé
ogntbglbbpny wpdwwmwywb pln-
nhdntphtlp Jwlbg hwuwpwynt-
phelGp nu plGupbg hGpGwynpdwa-
Gwl Swlwwwphp: Ujn ninnhh
dpw) wpnilwytiind wh hGpghlp
nuwwnwwwnpunwdé £ dGwine |ntuwbg-
pwjhl nid dp dhwyl, np nwpéwd t
wwwnwlnp hp huly unbnéwéd
wnwuwb GbnpniG:
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PM Pashinyan - Karabakh Armenians Must
Exercise Their Right for Self-Determination

YEREVAN -- Sweden’s visiting
Foreign Minister and OSCE Chairper-
son-in-Office Ann Linde metin Yerevan
with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan on Tuesday.

According to the Armenian prime
minister’s press office, during the
meeting Linde highlighted the impor-
tance of the work of the Minsk Group
co-chairs in the settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Pashinyan, for his part, stressed
the importance of close cooperation
with the OSCE in ensuring stability
and security in the region. The Arme-
nian premier, too, emphasized that the
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict is only possible within the

framework of the OSCE Minsk Group
co-chairmanship. In this regard,
Pashinyan also stressed the need for
the clarification of the status of
Nagorno-Karabakh and the exercise
by Karabakh Armenians of their right
to self-determination.

As quoted by his press office,
Pashinyan pointed out that “regional
stability and lasting peace can only
be achieved through constructive
approaches and an appropriate con-
fidence-building environment, while
the Azerbaijani president’s contin-
ued aggressive and destructive
statements cannot but undermine

Continued on page 2

HRW Documents More Evidence of Torture
and Inhumane Treatment of Armenian
Civilians by Azerbaijani Forces

A portrait of Eduard Shakhkeldyan victim of torture by Azerbaijani forces

NEW YORK -- During last
autumn’s six-week war between in
Nagorno-Karabakh, as Azerbaijani
forces took control of areas in and
around the region, they rounded up
local civilians. Most younger civilians
had fled the hostilities. Those remain-
ing, with few exceptions, were older
people who did not want to abandon
their homes.

Human Rights Watch (HRW)has
documented several cases in which
Azerbaijani forces used violence to
detain civilians and subjected them to
torture and inhuman and degrading
conditions of detention. Two detain-
ees died in Azerbaijani captivity; one of
them, based on the evidence, was most

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Genocide Commemorative
Committee Announcement

Representatives of the various organizations that comprise the Armenian
Genocide Committee (AGC) have been meeting regularly to plan commemo-
rative events for April 24, 2021, the 106th anniversary of the start of the
Armenian Genocide.

This year’s remembrance has added significance as 2020, once again,
saw the need for the Armenian nation to defend itself against heinous acts of
genocide waged by its neighbors during the devastating Artsakh war from
September to November, 2020.

This year’s April 24 commemorations, the AGC, a coalition of the largest
Armenian community organizations, will also pay tribute to the thousands of
fallen heroes who lost their lives in defense of the Armenian homeland.

In the midst of the recent Artsakh War over 100,000 people, representing
every segment of the Armenian community, along with friends, allies, and
supporters, joined together in Los Angeles and Beverly Hills to protest against
the human rights and international law violations committed against the
Armenian people, eerily reminiscent to the Armenian Genocide.

To build on the unity exhibited during the recent war, the AGC is working
to bring every segment of the Armenian community together again to
collectively raise our voices as one demanding justice for the 1.5 million
victims of the Armenian Genocide and ensuring that such horrific acts are
never repeated.

Armenian Genocide Committee (AGC), represents a broad association
of global Armenian organizations:

Western Diocese Of The Armenian Church of North America

Western Prelacy Of The Armenian Apostolic Church of America

Armenian Catholic Eparchy of Our Lady of Nareg of North America

Armenian Evangelical Union of North America

Armenian Revolutionary Federation

Social Democratic Hunchakian Party

Armenian Democratic Liberal Party

Armenian General Benevolent Union

Armenian Relief Society

Armenian National Committee of America-Western Region

Armenian Assembly of America

Armenian Council of America

Armenian Youth Federation

Gaidz Youth Organization

Armenian Bar Association

Organization of Istanbul Armenians

Homenetmen

Hamzkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society

Open Wounds Project

reaffirming the support of the City of

notes that “the City of Los Angeles has

Los Angeles City Council Declared
November 9th a Day of Remembrance and
Commemoration of the Victims of
Azerbaijan’s Aggression

LOS ANGELES — Presented by
Councilmember Paul Krekorian and
seconded by Councilmember Mitch
O’Farrell, the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil unanimously adopted a resolution

Los Angeles towards the people of the
Republic of Artsakh. The resolution

a long record of standing in support
and friendship with the people of the
Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabagh), who are ethnically and

culturally Armenian and indigenous to

the region, and who courageously de-
clared their independence from the
Soviet Union and the Soviet Republic
of Azerbaijan over thirty years ago and
have enjoyed democratic self-gover-
nance ever since.

The historic struggle of the people

of Artsakh, including the 1991-94 war,
is similar to the struggle of all peoples
who created a democratic state/na-
tion, that adhere to the values of liberty
and self-determination through free

Continued onpage 4
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International Republican Institute Survey:
Strong Support for Armenian Government
and Ruling Party

prosperous Armenia [ 3%
Robert Kocharyan [l 2%

Republican Party of Armenia [l 1%

Dashnaktsutyun/Armenian l ™
Revolutionary Federation ;

17 parties ] 12
Sasna Tsrer [ 1%
Bright Armenia l 1%

other [ 12

Please tell me which political party, if any, you would vote for if
national parliamentary elections were held next Sunday.
(Spontaneous response, Armenia, n=1,510)

Civil Contract/My Step - I,

None |, -2

YEREVAN —A new nationwide
poll of Armenia by the International
Republican Institute’s (IRI) Center for
Insights in Survey Research shows
strong demand for socioeconomic re-
form and political stability, as well as
support for the ruling party and gov-
ernment. The first survey conducted
since the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict, this poll gauges Armenia’s public
sentiment in the wake of the Novem-
ber ceasefire.

“In times of crisis, Armenians
are relying on their government to
provide stability and ensure the socio-
economic well-being of their coun-
try,” said IRI Regional Director for
Eurasia Stephen Nix. “Approval of the
ruling party remains high, but to main-
tain that support, the government must
continue its efforts on its reform agenda
and effectively communicate those
reform efforts to citizens.”

When asked about next steps
following the November ceasefire, 97
percent of Armenians think the gov-
ernment should focus on domestic
issues such as the economy, political
stability and social issues. Reintegrat-
ing Artsakh residents emerged as the
second most prominent focal point,
with 92 percent of citizens agreeing the
government should focus on ensuring
their secure return to areas patrolled by
Russian peacekeepers. Furthermore,
Armenians cited political instability (12
percent), unemployment (11 percent)
and Nagorno-Karabakh conflict (9 per-
cent) as the top three problems facing
their country today.

Despite their concerns, public
opinion of the government remains

strong, with 33 percent of Armenians
reporting they would vote for the rul-
ing party if elections were held next
Sunday. According to the poll, the
next highest performing party would
be Prosperous Armenia, with just three
percent of the vote. And though the
Prime Minister’s approval ratings have
dropped by 22 points since 2019, more
than half of Armenians continue to
possess either a “very” (29 percent) or
“somewhat” (25 percent) favorable
view of his office.

Against this backdrop, 62 per-
cent of Armenians would trust the
outcome of snap elections if the cur-
rent government organized them. Re-
gardless, citizens overwhelmingly sup-
port electoral improvement in Arme-
nia, with 74 percent believing in the
importance of reforms to the Electoral
Code. More specifically, 73 percent of
Armenians agree candidates should
provide details on their campaign ex-
penditures and 68 percent want in-
creased opportunities for citizens to
inform party lists.

The survey was conducted on
behalf of IRI’s Center for Insights in
Survey Research, between February 8
and February 16, 2021. The data was
collected through phone interviews
with 1,510 Armenian residents aged
18 or older. The response rate was 26
percent, and the margin of error does
not exceed plus or minus 2.5 points for
the full sample. The data is weighted
for 11 regional groups, age, gender
and community type. This survey was
made possible by the generous support
of the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID).
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Lebanese-Armenian Maral Najarian
Released from Azerbaijani Captivity

BEIRUT — Lebanese-Armenian
Maral Najarian was set free on Wednes-
day four months after being detained
by Azerbaijani forces in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

The 49-year-old was flown from
Baku to Beirut via Istanbul immediately
after her release demanded by the Ar-
menian and Lebanese governments.

The Armenianparliament speaker,
Ararat Mirzoyan, on Thursday thanked
the speaker of Russia’s upper house of
parliament, Valentina Matvienko, for
helping to secure Najarian’s release. In
a statement, Mirzoyan said Matvienko
raised the issue with Azerbaijani au-
thorities after appeals from him and
female members of Armenia’s parlia-
ment.

Mirzoyan said he is going to pro-
pose to the Parliamentary Council to
award Mrs. Matvienko a Medal of
Honor.

“I am full of hope that the joint
efforts with our partners will allow us
to return all the prisoners of war and
captives one day,” Mirzoyan said.

Like hundreds of other Lebanese
nationals of Armenian descent, Najarian
and her sister Ani migrated to Armenia
following last August’s devastating
explosion at Beirut’s port. They de-
cided to relocate to Karabakh just days
before the September 27 outbreak of
the Armenian-Azerbaijani war.

Najarian did travel to Karabakh
together with a Lebanese-Armenian
friend, Viken Euljekian, on November
10 hours after a Russian-brokered
ceasefire stopped the six-hour war.
They were detained in the Karabakh
town of Shushi (Shusha) and taken to
Baku.

Najarian says they did not know
that Shushi was captured by the
Azerbaijani army earlier in November.

Euljekian, who lived in Shushi
and worked as a taxi driver before the
war, is still held in an Azerbaijani prison,
facing terrorism charges condemned
by the Armenian government and hu-
man rights groups.

Najarian risked similar accusa-
tions, with Azerbaijani media still por-
traying her as an enemy combatant.

“They suspected that I’'m a spy
because of my knowledge of Turk-
ish,” she told RFE/RL’s Armenian Ser-
vice on Thursday.

“I thought I am going to die
there,” she said, speaking from her
Beirut home via video link. “I wasn’t
tortured there ... but I suffered psy-
chological damage.”

“We are very grateful to every-
one: Armenia, Lebanon and Russia,”
said her sister remaining in Yerevan.

Najarian also said that she was
held in solitary confinement in three
different Azerbaijani prisons and never
saw any other Armenian prisoners.

Several other Armenians were
also captured by Azerbaijan troops
when they travelled to Karabakh from
Armenia on November 10.

A senior Karabakh official said in
late December thatat least40 Karabakh
Armenian civilians remain unaccounted
for after the war. He expressed hope
that most of them are still alive.

Azerbaijan is also believed to be
holding more than 100 Armenian pris-
oners of war in what the Armenian side
considers a gross violation of the
ceasefire agreement brokered by Mos-
cow.

High Tech Industry is the Fastest Growing
in Armenia

YEREVAN — High technology
industry is the fastest growing sphere
in Armenia, according to Minister of
High Tech Industry Hakob Arshakyan.

“In 2020, the turnover of high
tech companies increased by 20.6%,
more than 3.400 new specialists were
attracted to the sphere, the average
salary is more than 800.000 AMD
(approximately $1,500)” — the Minis-
ter wrote on his Facebook page.

Survey results carried out by the
Ministry of High Tech Industry among
150 Tech companies, the most de-
manded destinations, professions and
technologies/platforms are mentioned

in Armenia in the graphs below.

Judging by the numbers pre-
sented, as well as the dynamics of
growth of the sphere, it is definitely
possible to claim that the most de-
manded profession in Armenia is engi-
neering in the field of high technolo-
gies.

The Minister urged those who
want to get high education to special-
ize in physics, math, radio electronics,
microelectric, mechanics, cybernet-
ics, computer technology and other
technology, making sure they can find
quality jobs in Armenia later.

Armenians who want to change

PM Pashinyan - Karabakh Armenians Must

Continued frompage 1

the process.”

In her capacity of the OSCE’s
chairperson-in-office, Linde reportedly
prioritized the Minsk Group Co-Chairs’
efforts in the settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, as well as
the efforts made by her personal rep-
resentative towards achieving a lasting
resolution and peace. She said that the
OSCE and the international commu-
nity, in general, have a role to play in
terms of addressing the current situa-

tion and helping the parties find ways
to settlement, a press release said. At
the same time, the OSCE chairperson-
in-office stressed the importance of
respecting international humanitarian
law and addressing humanitarian is-
sues and expressed conviction that
this will help build an atmosphere of
mutual trust, it added.

The OSCE chairperson-in-office
arrived in Yerevan late on Monday
after visiting Baku where she met with
the president and foreign minister of
Azerbaijan.

their profession, to get acquainted with
the courses at https://edu.hti.am/ and

follow upcoming announcements of
the ministry.
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Roubik Golanian Named
City Manager of Glendale

GLENDALE — At its regular
meeting on March 9, 2021, the Glen-
dale City Council appointed Mr. Roubik
Golanian as Glendale City Manager,
effective immediately.

Having started his career with
the City of Glendale in September 2000,
Roubik has served in several progres-
sively responsible positions, including
Senior Civil Engineer, City Engineer,
Deputy Director of Public Works, Di-
rector of Public Works, and Assistant
City Manager. Prior to his appoint-
ment, Roubik has served as Glendale’s
Interim City Manager since October
2020.

In his capacity as Glendale’s
Assistant City Manager, Roubik per-
formed as the City’s Chief Operating
Officer, overseeing over 1,500 em-
ployees across 15 different depart-
ments. Additionally, he has been re-
sponsible for City-wide budget over-
sight, the Capital Improvement Pro-
gram, labor and employee relations,
and policy management. Since assum-
ing the City’s Interim City Manager’s
role, Mr. Golanian has been instru-
mental in managing the ever-changing
dynamics of the COVID-19 pandemic,
both within the organization and
throughout the community.

Prior to joining the City of Glen-
dale, Roubik served in the private sec-
tor as a Senior Project Manager for a
consulting firm. He held additional
positions in the public sector, having
worked for the County of Fresno and
the Cities of Ceres and Torrance. Roubik
holds a Bachelor of Science degree
with Honors in Civil Engineering and a
Master of Arts degree in Organiza-

tional Leadership. Additionally, he is
registered in the State of California as
a Professional Civil Engineer.

Speaking on behalf of the entire
Glendale City Council, Mayor Vrej
Agajanian stated, “I say with certainty
that my colleagues and I dedicated a
great deal of time and attention, in
partnership with our community mem-
bers, in identifying the traits and char-
acteristics the next City Manager lead-
ing our Jewel City must possess. At
every step throughout the months-
long process, Mr. Golanian exhibited
the professionalism, temperament, skill,
and forward-thinking attributes which
we were searching for. Coupled with his
knowledge of the Glendale organization,
professional relationships he’s devel-
oped over two decades of committed
performance in the City, and 29 years of
professional engineering and manage-
ment experience in both the public and
private sectors, he successfully set him-
self apart as the most qualified individual
to lead this organization.”

Glendale Resident Narineh Avakian Found
Dead After Missing on a Day-Long Hike

GLENDALE — A woman whose
family reported her missing when she
didn’t return from a day-long hike last
weekend was found dead near a South-
ern California mountain trail on Satur-
day, police say.

Glendale resident Narineh
Avakian, 37, was discovered near
the Mount Waterman Trail, the Glen-
dale Police Department said in a
news release.

Preliminary investigations indi-
cate that foul play was not involved,
police said, but an investigation into
her death is ongoing.

Family members first contacted
police on March 8, informing officers
that Avakian left her home a day earlier
around noon and had said she was
going on a one-day hiking trip, an
earlier news release from police said.

She did not say where she was
going, police said.

“Per the family, it is common for
Narineh to go hiking with groups and
on solo trips — though lately she has
been going solo,” the release said.

On Thursday, Avakian’s parked
vehicle was located in the Buckhorn
Day Use Area, along the Angeles Crest

Highway, police said. The area had
been heavily impacted by a recent
snowstorm, police said.

After her vehicle was found,
search and rescue teams from the Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
were deployed but severe weather con-
ditions — including about a foot of
snow — put a pause on the search for
several hours.

Glendale Police said search and
rescue teams from 17 different coun-
ties assisted in the effort to find
Avakian.

www.massispost.com
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U.S. Sides with Court Against Turkey
Over 2017 Washington Brawl

WASHINGTON, DC—The U.S.
government has sided with a lower
court ruling against the Turkish gov-
ernment over a brawl between Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s security
detail and protesters in Sheridan Circle
in Washington D.C. in 2017, saying
Turkey is not immune to lawsuits
started by plaintiffs, ahvalnews.com
reports.

Protesters who were assaulted
by Erdogan’s security officers and
supporters in May 2017 have brought
two civil lawsuits to courts in the
United States.

The Turkish government’s law-
yers in Washington had appealed
against an initial court ruling in favor
of plaintiffs in February last year. The
decision stated that violent acts by
Turkish security officials and pro-
Erdogan supporters against demon-
strators were not protected under the
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act
(FSIA).

A U.S. Department of State and
Justice Department (DolJ) brief signed
by Acting Assistant Attorney General
Brian M.Boynton and Counsel of State
Department Acting Legal Adviser Ri-
chard C. Visek, on Tuesday sided with
the court’s ruling:

“If foreign security personnel
attack civilians on U.S. territory when
the use of force does not reasonably
appear necessary to protect against
bodily harm, they are acting outside
any reasonable conception of the pro-
tective function and thus outside their

legally protected discretion, and the
discretionary function rule does not
apply the foreign state accordingly is
subject to suit under the Foreign Sov-
ereign Immunities Act’s (FSIA) non-
commercial tort exception.*

The briefbacked the district court
ruling after officials reviewed an ex-
tensive body of evidence, including a
number of videos, finding that Turkish
security personnel ‘violently’ attacked
civilian protesters, including by
‘strik[ing] and kick[ing]’ protesters
who had fallen to the ground, with no
reasonable basis for perceiving a threat
to President Erdog?an®.

The government concluded in
the brief that the “conduct cannot
reasonably be regarded as an exercise
of the agents’ protective function”.

Foreign nations have the author-
ity to protect their diplomats and se-
nior officials in the United States. That
authority includes the discretion to use
force against civilians on U.S. terri-
tory when foreign security personnel
reasonably believe that the use of force
is necessary to protect diplomats and
senior officials from threats of bodily
harm, the U.S. government said.

However, it cited the district
court’s prior account of the events,
saying that ”the facts establish that
Turkish security personnel used
force in a manner outside any rea-
sonable conception of their protec-
tive function and therefore are not
protected by the FSIA’s discretion-
ary function rule”.

European Parliament Condemns Turkey’s

Use of Syrian Mercenaries in
the Karabakh Conflict

The European Parliament has
strongly condemned the use of Syrian
mercenaries in conflicts in Libya and
Nagorno-Karabakh, in violation of in-
ternational law.

In aresolution on the Syrian con-
flict the European Parliament also calls
on Turkey to withdraw its troops from
Northern Syria which it is illegally
occupying outside of any UN mandate.

It condemns Turkey’s illegal
transfers of Kurdish Syrians from oc-
cupied Northern Syria to Turkey for
detention and prosecution in violation
of Turkey’s international obligations
under the Geneva Conventions.

It urges that all Syrian detainees
who have been transferred to Turkey
be immediately repatriated to the oc-
cupied territories in Syria; is worried
that Turkey’s ongoing displacements

could amount to ethnic cleansing
against the Syrian Kurdish population;
stresses that Turkey’s illegal invasion
and occupation has jeopardized peace
in Syria, the Middle East and the East-
ern Mediterranean.
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“Support our Heroes”, NGO Delivers Five
New Ambulances to Artsakh Defense Army

On 6 March, 2021, “Support Our
Heroes” NGO has delivered (5)/five
additional new (year2021),4x4 Toyota
Landcruiser 78 series ambulances, fully
furnished with the latest medical equip-
ment.

“Support Our Heroes” NGO is
presently realizing multiple projects
with the Artsakh Defense Army, in-
cluding but not limited to:

— (5) new, model year 2021
Toyota Landcruiser 78 series 4x4
ambulances.

— Martakert Military Hospital
Renovation.

— Construction and furnishing of
the Stepanakert Military Hospital Re-
habilitation Center & Soldier’s Home.

— Clean-power, silent inverter
generators for the front lines.

Considering the post-war situa-
tion and needs in Artsakh, starting in
December 2020, parallel to its armed
forces projects, “Support Our Heroes”
NGO has started its Artsakh Strategic
Repatriation project, providing social
and economic assistance to families
repatriating to Artsakh, reconstruction
of damaged homes, and in collabora-
tion with the Artsakh government and

the Nakhijevanik village of the Askeran
region, the construction and furnish-
ing of new homes in Nakhijevanik, for
young, multi-child repatriating fami-
lies.

“Support Our Heroes” NGO col-
laborates with thousands of donor in-
dividuals and organizations from Ar-
menia and the world, including chari-
table organizations such as the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative.

“Support Our Heroes” is a non-
government non-profit organization
registered in Armenia and the USA,
with a 501(c)(3) tax deductible status
in the USA.

“Support Our Heroes” was es-
tablished on April 3rd, 2016 and has
been working closely with the Artsakh
Defense Army, supporting the armed
forces in the areas of logistics and
health and coordinating its projects
closely with the army high command.

In 2018, “Support Our Heroes”
delivered its first new generation am-
bulance to the Artsakh Defense Army.
The new (year 2018), 4x4 Toyota
Lancruiser 78 series ambulance was
fully furnished with the latest medical
equipment.

HRW Documents More Evidence of Torture

Continued frompage 1

likely the victim of an extrajudicial
execution. Azerbaijani forces detained
these civilians even though there was
no evidence that they posed any secu-
rity threat — they had no weapons and
did not participate in the hostilities.

More than three months after the
truce, Azerbaijan has returned a total
of 69 Armenian Prisoners of War
(POWSs) and civilians. An Armenian
foreign ministry representative told
HRW that they believe more than a
dozen civilians are still in Azerbaijani
custody. Their families are increas-
ingly distraught, especially in light of
the abundance of graphic videos of
abuse of prisoners circulating on so-
cial media, and the horrendous ac-
counts of some of those who have
been repatriated.

HRW reminds that under the
Fourth Geneva Convention, which sets
out protections for civilians in an inter-
national armed conflict, civilians are
“protected persons.” The convention
requires that anyone “taking no active
part in the hostilities, [...] shall in all

circumstances be treated humanely,
without any adverse distinction
founded on race, color, religion or
faith, sex, birth or wealth, or any other
similar criteria.”

Also, as a state party to the Inter-
national Covenanton Civiland Political
Rights and the European Convention
on Human Rights, Azerbaijan is bound
by prohibitions on arbitrary detention
as well as on torture and other degrad-
ing or inhuman treatment.

“The willful killing and ill-treat-
ment of protected persons that we
document constitute war crimes un-
der international humanitarian law.
Azerbaijani authorities should, without
further delay, investigate the credible
allegations regarding the unlawful de-
tention of these civilians, their inhu-
man and degrading treatment, and the
possible extrajudicial execution of a
detainee, with a view to holding all
perpetrators to account. They should
also promptly free and repatriate any
and all civilians who remain in their
custody,” says Tanya Lokshina, As-
sociate Director, Europe and Central
AsiaDivision.

March 20, 2021

Important Archaeological Materials
Discovered During Renovation of Armenian
Kindergarten in Jerusalem

re e LA L

ofthe Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem, informed that important archaeo-
logical materials have been discovered
during the renovation of the Armenian
kindergarten in Jerusalem, which need
more detailed examination.

One of the valuable findings is
the large cross-stone (khachkar), which
dates back to the 12th century or
earlier. It is a typical Armenian cross

ered cross is depicted, as well as grape
motifs.

A mosaic was also discovered,
judging by the style, probably from the
Byzantine period. Copper coins from
the Byzantine and (or) Mamluk period
have also been found.

Theses findings show the early
Armenian presence and pilgrimage in
Jerusalem.

Los Angeles City Council Declared

Continued frompage 1

and fair elections, including the United
States of America. ”The resolution
refers to an earlier document officially
adopted by the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil in September 2013, according to
which the Republic of Artsakh was
recognized as a free, independent and
sovereign state. It also refers to the
resolution adopted in December 2020,
where “the Los Angeles City Council
reaffirmed the City’s commitment to
uplifting and supporting the struggle
of the Republic of Artsakh and its
people for self-determination, and
called upon the United States federal
government to do likewise.”

“On September 27, 2020,
Azerbaijan’s military forces launched
a much more massive unprovoked at-
tack against the Republic of Artsakh,
coordinated with and supported by
Turkey, utterly shredding the 30-year
ceasefire and resuming full scale war-
fare targeted at destroying and ethni-
cally cleansing the indigenous Arme-
nian population and conquering by force
the territory of the independent Re-
public of Artsakh,” stated the resolu-
tion.

It also confirms that “throughout
its unprovoked invasion, Azerbaijan
intentionally targeted civilian areas
throughout Artsakh with lethal attacks
using heavy weaponry including
drones, rockets and heavy artillery,
leading to widespread and indiscrimi-
nate death and destruction and the
displacement of much of the popula-
tion of Artsakh.

“Azerbaijan’s military and the
terrorist mercenaries it hired have com-
mitted horrendous war crimes and
atrocities, including the murder, tor-
ture, and dismemberment of civilians
and prisoners of war, the desecration
of places of worship and sacred and
historic sites, and the wanton destruc-
tion of civilian infrastructure,” noted
by the Los Angeles City

Councilmembers.

The resolution also affirms that
“throughout the brutal invasion,
Azerbaijan terrorized civilians by tar-
geting them with munitions that are
widely banned and condemned by the
international community, including
cluster bombs and white phospho-
rus.”

The resolution further states that
“major combat operations ended on
November 9, 2020, although
Azerbaijan’s forces have continued to
engage in violence, aggression and
cruelty even after that date.”

“Therefore, be it resolved that by
the adoption of this resolution the City
of Los Angeles honors and mourns the
thousands of lives lost in this attack,
and declares November 9, 2020 a day
of remembrance and commemoration
of the victims of Azerbaijan’s aggres-
sion against the Republic of Artsakh,”
states the resolution in its conclusion.

Simultaneously, the Los Angeles
City Council adopted another resolu-
tion that relates to the city of Shushi.
As it is known, on April 24, 2012, the
City Council of Los Angeles recog-
nized the city of Shushi, under the
governance of the Republic of Artsakh,
as a “Friendship City” of the City of
Los Angeles.

Therefore, “the City of Los An-
geles does hereby temporarily suspend
its “Friendship City” relationship with
Shushi for as long as it is illegally
controlled by Azerbaijan, and will re-
new that status when Shushi is again
free of Azeri conquest and oppression
and restored to democratic governance
as part of the Republic of Artsakh.

”Lastly, “the City Council of Los
Angeles extends its warm greetings,
support and best wishes for safety and
security to Shushi’s Mayor Artsvik
Sargsyan and the entire democratically
elected leadership of Shushi, and the
City Council further looks forward to
the day that Shushi is once again liber-
ated from Azeri occupation.”
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