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President Joe Biden Issues a Statement Recognizing the Armenian Genocide

Armenian Thanks the US President for the Powerful Step
Turkey Angrily Rejects the Statement

In a historic move welcomed by
Armenia and its worldwide Diaspora,
U.S. President Joe Biden officially de-
scribed the 1915 mass killings of Ar-
menians in Ottoman Turkey as geno-
cide on Saturday.

“The American people honor all
those Armenians who perished in the
genocide that began 106 years ago
today,” Biden said in a keenly antici-
pated statement issued on Armenian
Genocide Commemoration day.

“Beginning on April 24, 1915,
with the arrest of Armenian intellec-

tuals and community leaders in
Constantinople by Ottoman authori-
ties, one and a half million Armenians
were deported, massacred, or
marched to their deaths in a campaign
of extermination,” he said.

“We honor the victims of the
Meds Yeghern so that the horrors of
what happened are never lost to his-
tory. And we remember so that we
remain ever-vigilant against the corro-
sive influence of hate in all its forms.”

“Let us renew our shared resolve
to prevent future atrocities from oc-

curring anywhere in the world. And let
us pursue healing and reconciliation
for all the people of the world,” added
the statement.

Biden also paid tribute to Arme-
nian survivors of the genocide, many
of whom took refuge in the U.S., as
well as their descendants.

“Over the decades Armenian im-
migrants have enriched the United
States in countless ways, but they
have never forgotten the tragic history
that brought so many of their ances-
tors to our shores,” he said. “We
honor their story. We see that pain. We
affirm the history. We do this not to
cast blame but to ensure that what
happened is never repeated.”

PM Pashinyan Calls it
a Powerful Step

Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan thanked Biden for the “pow-
erful step” in a letter swiftly publicized
by his office.

“The people of Armenia and Ar-
menians all over the world perceived
with great enthusiasm and welcomed
your message, in which you officially
recognized and condemned the geno-
cide of Armenians perpetrated by the
Ottoman Empire in 1915-23. T highly
appreciate your principled position,
which is a powerful step on the way to

acknowledging the truth, historical jus-
tice, and an invaluable of support for
the descendants of the victims of the
Armenian Genocide.

By making special mention of the
resolutions on the recognition of the
Armenian Genocide passed by the two
houses of the U.S. Congress in 2019,
I wish to state that your message
brought to completion the process of
recognizing the Armenian Genocide in
the United States.

The acknowledgment of the Ar-
menian Genocide is important not only
as a tribute paid to the 1.5 million
innocent victims, but also in terms of
preventing the recurrence of similar
crimes against mankind.

The recognition of the Genocide
is a matter of truth, historical justice
and security to the Republic of Arme-
nia, especially in the light of the events
that took place in our region last year.

I fully share your view, namely
that “If we fail to fully acknowledge,
commemorate genocide and teach our
children about it, the words “Never
again” become meaningless.”

The recognition of the Armenian
Genocide by the United States is a
much-needed message to the interna-
tional community, which comes to

Continued onpage 4

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan Resigns
to Pave Way for Early Parliamentary Elections

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian formally announced
on Sunday that he is resigning to pave
the way for snap general elections
aimed at ending the post-war political
crisis in Armenia.

“In order to implement the deci-
sion to hold pre-term parliamentary
elections on June 20, today I am re-
signing as prime minister of the Re-
public of Armenia,” he said in a tele-
vised address to the nation.

Under the Armenian constitution,
fresh elections can be held only if the
prime minister resigns and the parlia-
ment twice fails to elect another head
of the government. The current Na-
tional Assembly is controlled by
Pashinian’s political allies.

“The parliamentary majority will
not elect a prime minister, the National
Assembly will be deemed dissolved,
and pre-term parliamentary elections
will be called,” said Pashinian. “Dur-
ing this [pre-election] period, 1 will
continue to perform the prime
minister’s duties on a full scale envis-
aged by Armenia’s constitution and
laws.”

The prime minister, who swept
topowerina 2018 “velvet revolution,”
reaffirmed that he and his political

team will seek reelection in the upcom-
ing polls.

"I will be a candidate for the
prime minister," said Pashinian, who
will run as a candidate for his Civil
Contract party. “If the people decide
that I must quit the post of prime
minister I will comply with that deci-
sion,” he said. “If the people decide
that I must continue to serve as prime
minister I will comply with that deci-
sion.”

After the resignation of the Prime
Minister, the factions of the National

Continued onpage 4

SDHP Central Committee Welcomes
President Biden’s Recognition of the
Armenian Genocide

The Social Democrat Hunchakian Party Central Committee welcomes
the use of the word “Genocide” by President Joe Biden in his statement issued
on the occasion of the 106th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

The accurate characterization of this historic fact is first and foremost

a rectification of omission by previous US administrations and it permanently
puts an end to the political exploitation of the issue of the Armenian Genocide,
as well as to the yearly expectations and disappointments of the Armenian-
American community and Armenians at large.

This momentous event is made more significant in light of the key role
Turkey played during the recent war against Artsakh unleashed by Azerbaijan
and its apparent hostile stance toward Armenians. This is also an unequivocal
repudiation of Turkey’s denialist policy and a clear message that its decades
long tactics of political pressure and misinformation have failed and the
moment has arrived for Turkey to face its own history.

On this occasion, we express our gratitude towards President Biden,
who by placing truth and human justice above political calculations took the
courageous step of formally recognizing the Armenian Genocide. We are
hopeful that during these challenging times his administration will bolster the
US assistance towards the growth and development of Armenia and Artsakh,
while redoubling its efforts within the Minsk Group to resolve the Artsakh
conflict based on the right to self-determination of its people.

This occasion should also serve as an impetus for us to move beyond the
Genocide recognition phase and embark on the development of the conceptual
framework of restoration of our rights. This challenging task requires
enormous human and material resources which can only be achieved through
unity and collaborative efforts of all Armenians.

May the memory of the martyrs of the Armenian Genocide and Artsakh
war live on.

SDHP Central Committee

April 24,2021
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ACA Welcomes President Biden’s
Armenian Genocide Address

The Armenian Council of America
welcomes President Biden’s affirma-
tion of the Armenian Genocide. From
1915 to 1923, the Ottoman Turkish
Empire systematically sought to elimi-
nate its indigenous Armenian popula-
tion, killing more than 75% of Arme-
nian populace (1.5 million in number).
The remaining population were force-
fully driven from their ancestral homes
and subjected to brutal death marches
in the deserts of Syria.

Genocide recognition by Turkey’s
NATO allies is imperative today, due
to the continued and systematic perse-
cution of ethnic Armenians by the
Turkish and Azerbaijani regimes. In
late September of last year, Azerbaijan,
Turkey, and their extremist mercenary
allies with ties to ISIS, launched an
unprecedented war against the Repub-
lic of Artsakh and its ethnic Armenian
defense force.

This unprovoked attack, ordered
by Azerbaijan’s dictator, [lham Aliyev,
with the use of internationally banned
phosphorous weapons and cluster
munitions, claimed thousands of Ar-
menian lives, maimed tens of thou-
sands of innocent civilians and young
soldiers, destroyed numerous villages,
cultural centers, schools, and hospi-
tals.

Today, Azerbaijan unlawfully
holds over two hundred ethnic Arme-
nian civilians and soldiers as prisoners
of war, in direct violation of the Geneva
Convention. Turkey and Azerbaijan
continue their cultural war against the
Armenian nation by engaging in the
aggressive destruction of ancient Ar-
menian historical, cultural and reli-
gious monuments and structures, some
of which are classified by UNESCO as
protected heritage sites.

Since the founding of Jamestown,
Armenian Americans have played an
integral role in the fabric of American
life. Armenia is a small nation today,
but the contributions of its descen-

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

dants living in the United States have
been prolific throughout the centuries.
This commitment to the United States
demonstrates shared values of liberty,
freedom and democracy. These same
values, enshrined at the founding of
this great nation, continue to be upheld
by the Biden administration.

We encourage President Biden
and his administration to bolster ef-
forts towards the growth and develop-
ment of the Republics of Armenia and
Artsakh, and lead the OSCE Minsk
group’s efforts in establishing a lasting
peaceful solution to the Artsakh con-
flict based on the right to self-determi-
nation.

We are optimistic that President
Biden’s affirmation of the Armenian
Genocide is a step towards the return
of value driven and principled Ameri-
can foreign policy with unwavering
support for universal human rights. As
such, rogue regimes such as Turkey
and Azerbaijan, who have systemati-
cally violated international laws, com-
mitted war-crimes, supported domes-
tic extremism, and suppressed internal
democracy, must face economic sanc-
tions.

We thank President Biden for
joining the Armenian American com-
munity, Armenians around the world,
and all people of good will in properly
honoring the memory of the victims of
the Armenian Genocide.

MP Garo Paylan Threatened by Nationalist
Lawmaker Over Genocide Remarks

ANKARA (Bianet.org) -- Inde-
pendent member of Turkish parlia-
ment Umit Ozdag has threatened
Peoples' Democratic Party (HDP)
deputy Garo Paylan over his remarks
about the Armenian Genocide.

On April 24 Genocide Remem-
brance Day, Paylan criticized the fact
that there still are streets and schools
that are named after Talat Pasha, who
was the Ottoman Empire's minister of
interior during the genocide.

"After 106 years, we walk on
streets named after Talat Pasha, the
architect of the Genocide. We educate
our children at schools named after
Talat Pasha," he wrote on Twitter. He
likened the situation to naming schools
and streets after Hitler in Germany.

Quoting his tweet, Ozdag wrote,
"Impudent provocateur man. If you
are not content, go to hell. Talat Pasha
didn't expel patriotic Armenians but
those who stabbed us in the back like
you. When the time comes, you'll also
have a Talat Pasha experience and you
should have it."

Ozdag, a former member of the
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP),
was elected as an MP in the 2018
elections from the [YI (Good) Party, a
splinter movement of the MHP.

Heresigned from the I'YI Party in
early March, accusing it of expelling
nationalists from the party.

In response to Ozdag’s tweet,
Paylancalled hima "fascist" and wrote:
"The remnant of the mentality that
obliterated my people says, 'We'll do it
again.' You hit us and didn't we die?
We died. But those left behind never
give up the struggle for justice. And
they won't give up after me as well."

Ozdag then called Paylan a rem-
nant and a supporter of Armenian insur-
gent groups in the Ottoman Empire, the
ASALA, a militant group active in the
1970s and the 1980s and the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK).

"You massacred hundreds of
thousands of Turks. You stabbed our
army in the back. Those who did it

Continued onpage 4
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Armenia Responds to Erdogan’s Message
‘Actions, Not Words, Are Important For Us’

YEREVAN -- Foreign minister of
Armenia Ara Aivazian, commenting on
the statement of Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, according to
which Turkey is ready to develop rela-
tions with Armenia based on mutual
respect, has noted that actions, not
words, are important for Armenia.

“We are familiar with the Turk-
ish president’s letter and the readiness
expressed in it,” said Foreign Minister
\Ayvazian. “But I must say that we
attach importance not only to words
but also actions.”

“There have already been similar
messages [from Ankara] in the past.
There was even a signed bilateral docu-
ment which never had a continuation,”
he told a news conference with
Lithuania’s visiting Foreign Minister
Gabrielius Landsbergis.

In a weekend letter to Istanbul’s
Armenian Patriarch Sahak Mashalian,
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said his administration stands ready to
“develop” Turkish-Armenian relations
“on the basis of the principles of good
neighborliness and mutual respect.”

Erdogan did not specify whether
Ankara still sets preconditions for es-

tablishing diplomatic relations with
Yerevan and opening the border be-
tween the two states.

Erdogan sent his letter to the
spiritual leader of Turkey’s small Ar-
menian community on the 106th anni-
versary of the start of the Armenian
genocide in the Ottoman Empire. He
again offered his condolences to the
descendants of Armenians who “died
in the difficult conditions created dur-
ing the First World War.”

Recognition and condemnation
of the Armenian genocide is important
not only for restoring historical truth
and justice, but also in terms of physi-
cal security of the Armenian people,
Aivazian said at the press conference.

“I fully agree with the opinion
expressed in Joe Biden’s statement
thatthe international community should
take practical steps to prevent such an
atrocity from ever again occurring,”
Aivaziansaid.

He noted that Armenia is one of
the forerunners in promoting the inter-
national agenda of preventing and con-
demning genocides. “Biden’s message
is a huge contribution in that regard,”
he said.

Azerbaijan Violates Ceasefire with Artsakh

STEPANAKERT — Authorities
in Nagorno-Karabakh on Thursday
accused Azerbaijani troops of open-
ing fire on local settlements in breach
of a Russian-brokered ceasefire that
stopped last year’s Armenian-
Azerbaijani war. Karabakh Defense
Army said that the ceasefire viola-
tions have intensified in recent days.

“While enemy forces previously
mainly fired in the air, gunshots fired
towards the Defense Army’s combat
positions and civilian border settle-
ments have now become more fre-
quent,” it said in a statement.

Itsaid the Azerbaijaniarmy’s “pro-
vocative and aggressive actions” are
aimed intimidating Karabakh’s Arme-
nian population andundermining Russia’s
peacekeeping mission in the disputed
region launched right after the war.

“Any attempt to terrorize the
people of Artsakh is doomed to fail,”
read a separate statement released by
the Karabakh foreign ministry.

It said that Azerbaijani troops
targeted on Wednesday Stepanakert
and two nearby villages located close
to the Karabakh city of Shushi which
was captured by them during the six-

week war.

The gunfire reportedly damaged
the roof of a Stepanakert house rented
by a Karabakh Armenian man,
Khachatur Muncyian, and his family
that fled Shushi during the fighting.

“The ceiling was also punctured
and a bullet lay next to the hole,”
Munchy an told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service. He said the house is located
just a few kilometers from the nearest
Azerbaijani army position.

A spokesman for the Karabakh
police said they are investigating the
shooting incident and have alerted
Russian peacekeepers about it.

On April 18 an Armenian shepherd
was dragged and beaten by Azerbaijani
military servicemen near Aravus village
of Armenia's Syunik region.

The Azeris first threatened him
with weapons, and then two of them
pulled him and tried to take him to the
trenchin the direction of the Azerbaijani
positions by force.

As Armenian servicemen rushed
for help, a third Azerbaijani service-
man hit the shepherd in the eye, caus-
ing a bruise and immediately fled to
their positions.
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Candlelight Vigil Commemorates 106th
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

The Social Democrat Hunchakian
Gaidz Youth Organization (GYO)
hosted a silent candlelight vigil Friday,
April 23, 2021 to commemorate the
106th anniversary of the start of the
Armenian Genocide.

As somber traditional music
played in the background, the vigil
commenced with community mem-
bers of Armenian and non-Armenian

decent placing flowers at the foot of
the Pasadena Armenian Genocide Me-
morial, located in Pasadena’s Memo-
rial Park.

The aim of the candlelight vigil as
conveyed by GYO co-Chair Alison
Ghafari was to commemorate not only
those martyrs who perished during the
Armenian Genocide, but also those
who were martyred through pogroms
prior to the Armenian Genocide, as

well as those martyred during the
Artsakh liberation movement and the
second Artsakh war.

“We are also silently protesting
for the Armenian prisoners of war,
who are currently being held hostage
by Azerbaijan in violation of the signed
ceasefire agreement, and pray they are
returned to their homeland safe and
sound,” Ghafari said.

“The second Artsakh war has
added on to the intergenerational
strain Armenians throughout the
world feel, Armenians are continu-
ously traumatized because the Geno-
cide is not only continuously de-
nied, but attempts at genocide are
continuously occurring against Ar-
menians. As they say: ‘A genocide
denied, is genocide repeated.’”
Ghafari concluded.

US Recognition of Armenian Genocide a
Victory in ‘Fight Against Denialism’

NEW YORK -- The announce-
ment by US President Joe Biden on
Saturday recognizing the Armenian
Genocide not only honors the victims
and their families, it is also a victory
in “the fight against denialism and
attempts to whitewash past crimes,”
the UN was told on Monday.

Mher Margaryan, Armenia’s
permanent representative to the UN,
added that the decision by the ad-
ministration in Washington is a con-
tribution “for which we are deeply
grateful.”

His comments came during a
panel discussion organized by the
Armenian mission at the UN to re-
flect on the legacy of US-based
humanitarian organization the Near
East Foundation, and the effect it
has had on the evolution of hu-
manitarian multilateralism. The
foundation, which was established
in 1915 to tackle the humanitarian
consequences of the Armenian
genocide, is one of the world’s
oldest international philanthropic
organizations.
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Thousands of Historical and Cultural
Monuments in Occupied Areas of Nagorno-
Karabakh Under Threat of Destruction

Speaking on Tuesday at a press
conference in Yerevan, Artsakh
(Nagorno-Karabakh) Minister of Edu-
cation, Science and Culture Lusine
Karakhanyan said thousands of Arme-
nian historical and cultural monuments
in the territories that came under the
control of Azerbaijan after the war in
autumn 2020 are under threat of de-
struction.

Karakhanyan stressed that today
Azerbaijan is pursuing an institutional
policy of destruction, falsification, and
substitution of the Armenian cultural
heritage.

" At the moment, the fate of about
2,000 monuments and reserves lo-
cated in the territories controlled by
Azerbaijan is under threat. I am talking
about 2,000 architectural and histori-
cal monuments, 13 monastic com-
plexes, 122 churches, 52 fortresses,
523 khachkars (cross-stones) and 4
chapels," she specified.

Also, 127 school libraries with
617,000 books, 3 regional libraries
with about 68,400 books, 10 state and

2 private museums with about 20,000
exhibits are now in the occupied terri-
tories.

"During the war, we managed to
evacuate some collections and valu-
ables, but, for example, an art gallery,
a historical museum, a storehouse of
the carpet museum remained in Shushi
(some of the museum's exhibits were
evacuated, but another 860 remained),"
she said.

According to her, at the moment
Azerbaijan's propaganda is based on
the destruction of Armenian heritage
or presenting it as Albanian.

"But I believe that we have good
scientific and historical basis that
need to be properly promoted using all
information platforms in order to be
able to save our historical and cultural
monuments," she said.

Karakhanyan recalled that on
December 21 a visit of the
UNESCO mission to Artsakh was
planned to conduct monitoring,
but Azerbaijan hindered its imple-
mentation.

“We are paying tribute to this
outstanding effort, initially established
with the support of the American
people to help alleviate the suffering
of the Armenians,” Margaryan said.

Margaryan said that although
there has been a lot of discussion
over the years about the failure of
the world to prevent the Armenian
genocide, “100 years on, the ability
of the international community to
properly identify and react to hu-
manitarian crises is still being con-
siderably challenged.”

He added: “Only recently,
Azerbaijan and Turkey unleashed bru-
tal, senseless violence against the
Armenian people, amid the global
pandemic, in an attempt to resolve
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict by
force with the involvement of for-
eign terrorist fighters and mercenar-
ies, accompanied by numerous, ex-
tensively documented war crimes.”

The envoy said the continuing
detention of prisoners of war and
civilian hostages by Azerbaijan, in
contravention of international hu-
manitarian law, as well as “the wide-
spread, state-led campaign of dehu-
manization of Armenians (show that)
genocidal ideology does not merely
belong to history.”

Savita Pawnday, deputy execu-
tive director of the Global Center for

the Responsibility to Protect, said
that genocide denial “aggravates the
injuries of the past and sows the
seeds of future injustice.”

While conceding that Biden’s rec-
ognition of the Armenian genocide
was largely symbolic, she said that
accepting the truth of genocides can
help to prevent their recurrence, and
is a first step toward securing justice
for survivors and other victims and
acknowledging the patterns of dis-
crimination that can lead to genocide.

“Finding solutions becomes
easier (with acknowledgment of
genocides), whereas denial aggra-
vates the injuries of the past and
sows the seeds of future injustice (in
a) world where 18 million people are
currently displaced by conflict and
war,” Pawnday said.

She called on all UN member
states to officially recognize the Ar-
menian genocide and “end one cen-
tury of indifference and denial.”

One form denial can take, she
added, is the characterization of
atrocities as a “humanitarian crisis.”

“We all know that current hu-
manitarian crises cannot be solved
by blankets and bandages alone,”
said Pawnday. Addressing the UN in
general, she added: “Speeches do
not prevent atrocities. Timely politi-
cal action does.
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Hayastan All-Armenian Fund to Release
110 Billion Drams for Construction of
Infrastructure and Housing in Artsakh

YEREVAN (Arka) — Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan told a
government session today that the
government had released 120 billion
drams to handle the martial law, an-
nounced last autumn after the
Azerbaijani offensive against Nagorno-
Karabakh.

He specified that 52 billion drams
of that amount were donations raised
by the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund.
Pashinyan said allegations that the
Haystan Fund donations were spent on
payment of bonuses to government
officials and on other expenses were
not true.

“I would like to draw attention to
the fact that the government allocated
120 billion drams due to martial law, of
which only 52 billion drams from the
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund; that is,
less than 50% of the amount,”
Pashinyan said.

The prime minister also noted
that from 1992 to September 2020 the
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund had raised
in donations a total of $247 million for
implementation of projects in Armenia
and Artsakh, while during the 44-day

war alone, the Fund raised $212 mil-
lion, almost 70% of the amount raised
over the previous 28 years.

He said also that the Fund will
allocate 110 billion drams within three
years to finance the construction of
infrastructure and housing in Artsakh,
which is more than the cost of the
similar projects implemented by the
Fund in previous years.

The Armenian government also
approved today the signing of a fi-
nancial agreement with Artsakh.
Minister of Labor and Social Affairs
Mesrop Arakelyan said that under
the agreement Armenia will be an-
nually providing Artsakh with 10
billion dram assistance for 10 years
for overcoming the consequences
of the war.

He specified that the money will
be used to compensate for the damage
caused by the war to legal entities and
individuals who lost buildings, hous-
ing, cars and trucks, agricultural and
construction equipment, fixed assets
used for running businesses, livestock,
apiaries, fruit and grapes gardens.($1
— 522.21 drams).

President Joe Biden Issues a Statement

Continued frompage 1

reaffirm the primacy of human rights
and values in international relations.
From this perspective, it sets an en-
couraging and inspiring example for all
those who want to build a just and
tolerant international society.”
Pashinyan said in his letter.

Turkey Angrily Rejects
President Biden’s Statement

Turkey “entirely rejects” Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s recognition of the
1915 events as a genocide, Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevliit Cavusoglu
said, minutes after Biden’s declara-
tion.

“We have nothing to learn from
anybody on our own past. Political
opportunism is the greatest betrayal to
peace and justice,” Cavusoglu said on
Twitter.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry
denounced the move in a statement:
“We reject and denounce in the stron-

gest terms the statement of the Presi-
dent of the U.S. regarding the events
of 1915 made under the pressure of
radical Armenian circles and anti-Tur-
key groups... It is clear that the said
statement does not have a scholarly
and legal basis, nor is it supported by
any evidence. This statement ...will
open a deep wound that undermines
our mutual trust and friendship. We
call on the U.S. President to correct
this grave mistake.”

The Foreign ministry also said it
summoned the US Ambassador to
Ankara over President Biden’s state-
ment, adding it had conveyed Turkey’s
“strong reaction.”

The ministry said deputy Foreign
Minister Sedat Onal has told US Am-
bassador David Satterfield that the
statement had no legal basis and that
Ankara “rejected it, found it unaccept-
able and condemned in the strongest
terms.” It said the statement had caused
a “wound in ties that will be hard to
repair.”

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan Resigns

Continued frompage 1

Assembly have the right to nominate
candidates within seven days; if this
does not happen, then a new election
of the Prime Minister is held, in which
candidates nominated by at least one
third of the total number of deputies
have the right to participate.

Ifthe Prime Minister is not elected
by a majority vote of the total number
of deputies, the National Assembly is
dissolved by force of law.

According to the Constitution of

Armenia, early elections to the Na-
tional Assembly are held not earlier
than thirty and not later than forty-five
days after the dissolution of the Na-
tional Assembly. At the same time, the
parliament itself will need at least 14
days to dissolve, since the National
Assembly can be dissolved if the Prime
Minister resigns.

Later in the day, Armenian Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian signed a de-
cree, accepting the Government’s res-
ignation based on Article 130 of the
Constitution.

www.massispost.com
daily news updates
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Morgenthau Family Gifts Special Portrait
to ANI and the Armenian Assembly

WASHINGTON, D.C. — During
a virtual event on Wednesday April 21,
the Morgenthau family gifted a rare
portrait of Ambassador Henry
Morgenthau to the Armenian National
Institute (ANI) and the Armenian As-
sembly of America (Assembly). The
Assembly also honored former U.S.
Ambassador to Armenia, Marie
Yovanovitch, with its Morgenthau
Award, which is given to public offi-
cials in recognition of their contribu-
tions in defense of human rights.

In his welcoming address, Execu-
tive Director Bryan Ardouny marked the
“special occasion” of the program and
noted that it was “truly a privilege” to
have the Morgenthau family in atten-
dance, particularly in April, which is
Genocide Remembrance Month.

Assembly President Carolyn
Mugar expressed her gratitude for
the continued participation of the
Morgenthau family in Assembly ini-
tiatives. She thanked Judy Naumburg
for her donation of the portrait by
noting that Ambassador Morgenthau
“set such a high bar for courage and
truth in this world.”

“At the Assembly and ANI, we
work to magnify those qualities Am-
bassador Morgenthau set for us,” she
concluded.

Naumburg, who is the great-
granddaughter of Ambassador
Morgenthau, thanked the Assembly
for its ongoing important advocacy
work and provided background in-
sights about the portrait. It is be-
lieved that the portrait is painted by
Oskar Stossel, who fled the Nazis in
1938 and made his way to the U.S.,
where Ambassador Morgenthau com-
missioned the portrait.

“I’m thrilled to hear there’s a
place for Henry to be publicly honored
in his efforts to bring the horrific
Armenian Genocide to a halt,” said
Naumburg, who serves on the RMK
Foundation, which was established by
her grandmother Ruth Morgenthau.
“Henry Morgenthauhad alifelong dedi-
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cation to the strength of his beliefs and
community service and passed this
motivation down to his descendants.”

Naumburg elaborated on Ambas-
sador Morgenthau’s legacy and said
she looked forward to visiting ANI in
person in Washington, D.C.

“I hope this portrait inspires oth-
ers, as it did me, in devoting ourselves to
making the world a more just and kind
space, something we need desperately
right now, not just for Armenians and
Jews, but for all,” she concluded.

ANI Director Dr. Rouben Adalian
defined Ambassador Morgenthau as a
“truly historic figure” and emphasized
that he was the “first in the 20th
century to report about the occurrence
of a genocide.”

Considering the number of geno-
cides that unfolded in the 20th cen-
tury, Dr. Adalian underscored Ambas-
sador Morgenthau’s “prescience” in
his thinking and understanding of the
problem of genocide, and how “the
problem had to be brought to the atten-
tion of the public.” Dr. Adalian also
referred to Ambassador Morgenthau
as “one of the most significant hu-
manitarians of that era” as he did his
utmost to alleviate the plight of the
Armenian survivors, including through
the formation of the Near East Foun-
dation, which raised the equivalent of
$2 billion in today’s monetary terms.

MP Garo Paylan Threatened

Continued frompage 2

suffered the punishment of it. No one
touched patriotic Armenians," Ozdag
wrote, calling Paylan a "vicious enemy
of the Turkish nation."

On Monday, Paylan submitted a
law proposal for the recognition of the
Armenian Genocide by Turkey's Par-
liament.

"April 24, 1915 was the starting
day of the Great Calamity of the Arme-
nianpeople," Paylansaid during a state-
ment at the parliament.

"The Armenian people were ex-
iled en masse from their homeland,
country, towns and cities and a vast
majority of them were massacred on
the migration routes.

"Orphans like my grandmother
survived this massacre. Those orphans
have been seeking justice for 106 years.
My grandmother passed from this world
without being able to see justice done.

"My father, who was from the
second generation, also lost his life
without seeing justice done. As a third-

generation Armenian of Turkey, I'm
seeking justice in Turkey, at the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey."

The law proposal Paylan submit-
ted stipulates the recognition of the
genocide, removal of the names of the
perpetrators of the genocide from pub-
lic places and a change in the citizen-
ship law.

Paylan noted that while parlia-
ments of many countries in the world
have recognized the expulsion of Ar-
menians as a genocide, what really
matters is the recognition by Turkey's
parliament.

"When Turkey confronts the Ar-
menian Genocide, it won't matter what
other parliaments say. The Armenian
Genocide has been a subject of other
parliaments, other presidents for 106
years because it's been denied.

"We need to bring the pain of the
Armenian people to the land where
they belong, to this land, to Turkey.
We should confront the pain of the
Armenian people and relieve this pain
with justice."
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2021 AEBU

Scholarship Program

To apply, visit our website

APPLY NOW

Through June 31, 2020

All eligible undergraduate students of
Armenian descent are invited to apply.

626034447321

AEBU SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE

1060 North Allen Avenue ¢ Pasadena, CA 91104
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St. Gregory Armenian Church, Pasadena '

Abp. Hovnan Derderian

Primate of the Western Diocese
"Will Preside Over

The Historic Groundbreaking Ceremonies of the
MUSHEGAIN PAVILION

; And the Unveiling of the plans for the :

| #EROES OF ARTSAKH PRAYER GARDEN]

| Luncheon and Special Program ||
Honoring the Mushegain family

1 | 'i ' !I

Sunday, May 16, 2021 FTmmediately Following Services
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Uppuilgp, Uugpu 16, 2021 Umpp Qunnwpuwqlte UGuhpunytu tnp
For Reservations Please call 626-4491523

DONATION $25 - STUDENTS $20
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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