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Citizen's Choice

Hayrenigq

Armenian National Congress

Rule of Law

Heritage Party

None

Which political party if any, would you vote for in the June 20th
parliamentary elections?

(Among those who say they will definitely or probably vote in the parliamentary elections, n=1,084)

Civil Contract/My Step P 26%

Dashnaktsutyun / Armenian Revolutionary Federation lcﬁ
Prosperous Armenta ' 1‘%

Republican Party of Armenia F 31%%
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|
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Free Democrats

Other Hﬁx
Difficult to answer/Refused to answer P 55%
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France’s Macron Demands Withdrawal of
Azeri Troops From Armenia

PARIS -- French President
Emmanuel Macron again demanded
that Azerbaijan withdraw its troops
from Armenia’s border areas when he
met with Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in Paris on Tuesday.

Macron also called on Armenia
and Azerbaijan to demarcate their bor-
der through negotiations and without
“any fait accompli on the ground.”

“The Azerbaijani troops must
leave Armenia’s sovereign territory,”
he said after greeting Pashinyan at the
presidential Elysee Palace. “I am call-
ing on the parties to return to the
positions held by them on May 11.
France is ready to facilitate discus-
sions.”

“We stand in solidarity with Ar-
menia and we will continue to do so,”
he added in a statement to the press
made before a lunch meeting with
Pashinyan.

IRI Survey: Nikol Pashinyan Has
Highest Rating With 45%

Macron was quick to voice
strong support for Yerevan after
Azerbaijani forces crossed several sec-
tions of the border and advanced a
few kilometers into Armenia’s Syunik
and Gegharkunik provinces on May
12. “They must withdraw immedi-
ately,” he tweeted after a May 13
phone call with Pashinyan.

Macron said on Tuesday that
France will do its best to achieve a “de-
escalation and re-establishment of dia-
logue between the parties.” He indi-
cated that the border crisis and the
broader situation in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone will be high on
the agenda of his meeting with
Pashiniyan.

Pashinyan thanked the French
leader for having “spoken the language
of truth since the outset of the crisis.”

Continued onpage 4

Minsk Group Co-Chairs Call for Release of
All POWSs and Peaceful Resolution of
Armenia-Azerbaijan Boarder Issues

o hair of the M'nsk
Group

Co-Chair of the Minsk
Group

The Co-Chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group (Igor Popov of the
Russian Federation, Stephane
Visconti of France, and Andrew
Schofer of the United States of
America) released the following
statement today:

The Co-Chairs held consulta-
tions with International Committee

of the Red Cross (ICRC) President
Peter Maurer and UN High Commis-
sioner of Refugees Filipino Grandi in
Geneva 27 and 28 May. The Per-
sonal Representative of the OSCE
Chairperson in Office (PRCiO)
Andrzej Kasprzyk also participated

Continued onpage 3

By favarable
= Somewhal unfavorabie
= Hawve not heard (he name

Tigran Avinyan
Armen Sargsyan
Alen Simonyan
Gagik Tsarukyan
Edmon Marukyan
LiliE Makunts
Robirt Kecharyan
Hairs Zohrabyan
Lena Hazaryan
Vahe Enflajyan
Lewon Ter-Potrauyan
Vazgen Manukyan
Serzh Sargsyan

Anf Samsonyan
lshkhan Saghatelyan

| am going to read you the names of Armenian politicians and
other people who are well-known in Armenian
society. Please tell me your opinion of each individual.

Hikot Pashinyan | EECE N
Ararat Mirzoysn [T T T

B Sarmee bt Dregdable
mVery uniaorable
Difficult to answor /Befused to antwor

Mhar Grigoryan
Artur Yanetsyan

YEREVAN — A new nationwide
poll in Armenia by the International
Republican Institute’s (IRI) Center for
Insights in Survey Research rates po-
litical instability and the return of pris-
oners of war as the top concerns for
Armenians. Armenians also expressed
deep skepticism for COVID-19 vac-
cines while voter enthusiasm for snap
elections on June 20th remains high.

When asked about most impor-
tant problems facing the country, the
largest segments of Armenians men-
tion political instability (12%), the re-
turn of prisoners of war (11%) and
unemployment (11%).

The survey shows that an over-
whelming majority of people do not
wish to receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine. Nationwide, 71% of Armenians
state that they would not take the
vaccine even if it were readily avail-

able. When asked about their opinion
of various politicians, Armenians gave
their most favorable ratings to Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan (45%) and
Speaker of the Parliament Ararat
Mirzoyan (40%).

“After the election in June, the
new government will have to work
hard to allay any fears the Armenian
people have regarding vaccines for the
recent pandemic,” said Stephen Nix,
Director of IRI’s Eurasia Division.
“They will also need to show a sus-
tained commitment on the prisoners of
war issue and improving the economy.”

Armenians also express strong
enthusiasm for the elections in June. A
strong majority (72%) say that they
will definitely or probably cast a ballot.

“It’s very reassuring to know

Continued onpage 4

26 Parties, Blocs Cleared
for Armenian Elections

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Central
Election Commission (CEC) on Mon-
day allowed a record 22 parties and 4
alliances to run in next month’s parlia-
mentary elections.

The CEC did not disqualify any
of the political groups that submitted
their lists of election candidates and
other registration documents to it last
week.

They will be vying for at least
101 seats in Armenia’s new parliament
that will be elected on June 20 under
the system of proportional representa-
tion.

The parties will need to win at
least 5 percent of the vote in order to
be represented in the National Assem-
bly. The vote threshold for blocs is set
at 7 percent.

Only three groups -- the ruling
My Step bloc and the opposition Pros-
perous Armenia (BHK) and Bright Ar-
menia (LHK) parties -- cleared these

thresholds in the last general elections
held in December 2018.

Civil Contract is running for the
parliament on its own this time around.
The LHK and the BHK have also not
teamed up with other parties.

Among other major elections
contenders are the political forces led
by Armenia’s three former presidents:
Levon  Ter-Petrosian, Robert
Kocharian and Serzh Sarkisian.

The CEC chairman, Tigran
Mukuchyan, admitted that the record-
high number of contenders will require
additional expenditures on the conduct
of the snap elections. The commission
will have to print millions of more
ballots and ship them to 2,000 or so
polling stations across the country, he
said.

“Our Electoral Code stipulates
that a separate ballot must be printed
for every party or bloc,” Mukuchyan
told reporters.
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Six Armenian Soldiers Captured by
Azerbaijan in Gegharkunik Province
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YEREVAN (Azatutyun) -- Six
Armenian soldiers were captured by
Azerbaijani forces last Thursday in a
continuing military standoff on
Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
said the soldiers were “surrounded
and taken prisoner” while fortifying
their border post in Armenia’s eastern
Gegharkunik province.

“Necessary measures are being
taken to bring back the captured ser-
vicemen,” it said without elaborating.

In a statement, the ministry
strongly denied the Azerbaijani
military’s claims that they crossed
into Azerbaijan on a sabotage mission.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
likewise insisted that the six service-
men were “kidnapped” within
Armenia’s internationally recognized
borders.

“The ongoing processes are un-
acceptable to us,” Pashinyan said at
the start of a weekly cabinet meeting in
Yerevan. “These kinds of incidents
occur because some people want us to
come to terms with the presence of
Azerbaijani forces on our territory,
which cannot take place.”

“This is a direct threat to the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of
Armenia which constitutes a blatant
violation of international law,” he said.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
also condemned the Azerbaijani ac-
tions and demanded the immediate re-
lease of the Armenians servicemen.

A deputy chief of the Armenian
army’s General Staff, Major-General
Eduard Asryan, gave more details of
the incident at a news conference.
Asrian said the soldiers were captured
as Armenian army units set up a new
border post to prevent Azerbaijani
forces from advancing deeper into
Armenian territory.

He said they did not open fire at
the approaching Azerbaijani service-
men because Armenia’s “military-po-
litical leadership” is still trying to re-
solve the border dispute peacefully.

Asryan added that the Armenian
military is now negotiating with the
Azerbaijani side through Russian peace-
keeping troops deployed in Nagorno-
Karabakh. He said the Azerbaijanis are
demanding that the withdrawal of Ar-
menian forces from the new positions
taken by them in the area in the morn-
ing. The Armenian side is ready to do
that if the six soldiers are set free, the
general told reporters.

The incident came two days after
another Armenian soldier serving in
Gegharkunik was killed by Azerbaijani
forces in what was the first shootout
reported during the border standoff.

Georgia Reopens Armenian Border for Travel

Georgia has reopened its land
border with Armenia to travelers more
than one year after closing it to slow
the spread of the coronavirus.

Bothneighboring states shut down
their borders in March 2020 following
the outbreak of the pandemic. The
Georgian-Armenian border has since
remained open for only cargo ship-
ments.

The Armenian government be-
gan easing its entry ban for foreigners
later in 2020 and lifted it altogether in
January this year.

By contrast, Georgia has kept its
borders with Armenia as well as neigh-
boring Azerbaijan, Russia and Turkey
closed up until this month. The Geor-
gian government announced last week
that they will be reopened on June 1 to

June 5, 2021

Iran Reaffirms Strong Support
for Armenia’s Territorial Integrity

YEREVAN -- Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif reaf-
firmed Iran’s strong support for
Armenia’s territorial integrity on
Wednesday during a visit to Yerevan
dominated by continuing tensions along
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

Zarifarrivedinthe Armenian capi-
tal from Baku where he discussed the
border dispute with Azerbaijani Presi-
dent ITham Aliyev on Tuesday.

“We are concerned about the
escalations of the last two weeks,” he
told Armenian Foreign Minister Ara
Ayvazian during their talks. “We have
repeatedly warned that there needs to
be restraint and respect for the sover-
eignty of [regional] countries.”

Zarif said the purpose of his re-
gional trip is to help Armenia and
Azerbaijan resolve the dispute peace-
fully.

“We have emphasized and con-
tinue to emphasize that internationally
recognized borders and territorial in-
tegrity is our red line,” added the chief
Iranian diplomat.

“We highly appreciate the fact
that the foreign minister of our centu-
ries-old friend and neighbor Iran and
my good partner Javad Zarif has ar-

rived in Armenia on a regional visit in
these alarming times and circum-
stances,” Ayvazian said during their
joint news briefing. “This testifies to
Iran’s sincere intention to try to
strengthen security and stability in the
region.”

Zarif met with Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan later in the day. An
Armenian government statement said
they discussed “steps to resolve the
existing situation on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border.” It gave no details.

In his opening remarks at the
meeting, Pashinyan said that relations
with Iran are of “strategic importance”
to Armenia and that his administration
remains committed to deepening them.
He said the Armenian-Iranian border
has been vital for his country’s na-
tional security.

The Iranian Mehr news agency
on Wednesday quoted Eslami as say-
ing that he is satisfied with his “good
meetings” held in Yerevan. Zarif like-
wise described Eslami’s visit as “very
successful.”

“I hope that we will manage to
establish strong presence in Syunik,”
the Iranian foreign minister told
Pashinyan.

Armenian Foreign Minister
Ara Ayvazian Resigns

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Foreign
Minister Ara Ayvazian stepped down
on Thursday after only six months in
office.

Ayvazian gave no reasons for his
resignation confirmed by Anna
Naghdalyan, the Armenian Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman. Naghdalian
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service that
the ministry will not comment on the
move for now.

Ayvazian appeared to have ten-
dered his resignation immediately after

taking part in an emergency meeting of
Armenia’s Security Council which dis-
cussed mounting tensions on the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
appointed Ayvazian as foreign minister
on November 18 as part of a cabinet
reshuffle that followed Armenia’s de-
feat in a war in Nagorno-Karabakh.
The 52-year-old career diplomat had
previously worked as Armenian am-
bassador to Mexico and various Euro-
pean countries.

travelers who have been vaccinated
against COVID-19 or have tested nega-
tive against the virus up to three days
prior to their arrival in the country.

Two of the three main Armenian-
Georgian border crossings thus fully
resumed their work on Tuesday. Most
of the first travelers using them ap-
peared to be Georgian citizens of Ar-
menian descent.

“l have come from Georgia to
visit my relatives,” one of them told
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service “It’s very
good that the borders are open again.”

Armenian customs officials

warned people heading for Georgia to
have documentary evidence of both
their vaccination and negative test re-
sults.

Individuals entering Armenia by
air or via its land borders are also
required to provide such documenta-
tion or undergo coronavirus tests upon
arrival.

Georgia and especially its Black
Sea resorts were a popular travel des-
tination for Armenian holidaymakers
before the pandemic. Also, many Ar-
menians traveled to and from Russia
via Georgia.
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Turkey Divestment Bill Receives
Overwhelming Support from
California State Senate

SB 457 Portantino

Public employee retirementsystems: investment portfolios: divestment

from Turkey.

SACRAMENTO -- Senate Bill
457, a measure introduced by Senator
Anthony J. Portantino (D — La Canada
Flintridge) and Senate Republican
Leader Scott Wilk (R — Santa Clarita),
passed the Senate Floor 35-0. The bill
requires the Public Employees’ Retire-
ment System (PERS) and the State
Teachers’ Retirement System (STRS)
Boards of Administration to allow
school districts and cities to opt out of
investment vehicles issued or owned
by the Republic of Turkey.

“SB 457 would impose much
needed economic consequences on a
regime that continues to engage in an
ongoing campaign of genocide de-
nial,” stated Senator Portantino. “Pub-
lic employees in my district who are
members of CalSTRS and CalPERS
are descendants of Armenian Geno-
cide survivors and had to relive the
intergenerational trauma during the
recent Artsakh war, in which Turkey
was heavily involved. I believe divest-
ing from Turkey sends a strong mes-
sage to the world that California does
not do business with genocidal re-
gimes and countries with a history of
civil and human rights abuses. It is
consistent with our basic humanitarian
principles,” he added.

The State of California has a long
history of divesting from countries
that violate human rights. In 1986,
Governor George Deukmejian con-
demned South Africa’s apartheid
policy by signing California’s divesti-
ture law, aimed at pressuring the gov-
ernment to end its system of racial
segregation. In2008, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed a Sudan di-
vestment bill due to the ongoing geno-
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cide in the Darfur. And the University
of California system successfully di-
vested from Turkey in 2017.

In addition to its ongoing cam-
paign of denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide, Turkey provided strong military
support to Azerbaijan in the 2020
Artsakh war, transported thousands
of mercenaries from Syria to support
Azerbaijan against Armenian citizens,
and continues to support Azerbaijan’s
refusal to return prisoners of war to
Armenia. Furthermore, Turkey with-
drew from the Council of Europe Con-
vention on Preventing and Combating
Violence Against Women and Domes-
tic Violence, better known as the
Istanbul Convention.

“SB 457 sends a message to the
Turkish government that silence is not
an option and until the Turkish govern-
ment acknowledges its shameful his-
tory, California will stand in solidarity
with our Armenian brothers and sis-
ters,” said Senate Republican Leader
Scott Wilk. “I look forward to the day
when this important bill becomes law.”

Senator Portantino drafted SB
457 after discussing with Glendale
City Councilmember Ardy Kassakhian
the initiative he brought forth to the
Glendale City Council to divest invest-
ment dollars from the Republic of
Turkey.

“l commend the Senate for get-
ting this done,” stated Councilmember
Kassakhian. “Many efforts are being
made towards this goal but with other
versions of divestment facing chal-
lenges this year, the passage of SB 457
is even more significant and is a testa-
ment to the leadership of Senators
Wilk and Portantino.”

Minsk Group Co-Chairs Call for Release

Continued frompage 1

in the meetings. The Co-Chairs take
note of the reported detention of six
Armenian soldiers on May 27 and
call for the release of all prisoners of
war and other detainees on an all for
all basis. The Co-Chairs underscore
the obligation to treat detainees in
accordance with international hu-
manitarian law. The Co-Chairs
strongly urge the sides to lift all
restrictions on humanitarian access
to Nagorno-Karabakh immediately,

and call on the sides to implement in
full the commitments they under-
took under the November 9 ceasefire
declaration.

The Co-Chairs also note with
concern several recent reports of
incidents on the non-demarcated Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan border. The use or
threat of force to resolve border
disputes is not acceptable. We call
on both sides to take immediate steps,
including the relocation of troops, to
de-escalate the situation and to begin
negotiations to delimitate and de-
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TUMO?’s Installation Presented at the
Biennale Architettura 2021
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VENICE -- On May 22nd, the
17th International Architecture Exhi-
bition - La Biennale di Venezia, opened
in Venice, Italy. Among 112 world-
renowned architectural studios and art-
ists, as well as 61 national pavilions,
TUMO was invited to showcase its
very own installation.
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life, their dreams and their aspira-
tions. Visitors also explore scale
models of TUMO buildings from
around the world, designed by re-
nowned architects such as Bernard
Khoury and Winy Maas.

On opening days (May 19-21),
La Biennale di Venezia has already

Within the theme of the
Biennale Architettura 2021, "How
Will We Live Together?,” partici-
pants reimagined the formats of
human coexistence and projected
different scenarios of our relation-
ship with nature, the built environ-
ment and each other.

TUMO's "Learning to Learn To-
gether" installation, located in the
Arsenale, explores the future of learn-
ing and showcases the international
network of TUMO centers. The instal-
lation is based on a forest of computer-
generated "lifelines" that give voice to
teenagers from Armenia, France, Ger-
many, Russia, Ukraine, Albania and
Lebanon. Through their unique sto-
ries, students talk about some of the
most important things they have in
common — freedom of choice, per-
sonalization, teamwork and real-life
learning experiences. Exhibition visi-
tors enter into a dialogue with TUMO
students and learn about their daily

hosted over 7,000 accredited visitors.

"We need to find a new kind of
relationship with educational processes
and the spaces in which they occur,”
said TUMO CEO Marie Lou Papazian,
adding that “Students need to be in
charge of their own learning, and they
deserve to have access to the kinds of
resources and facilities that will em-
power them to reach their full potential
and to expand the limits of that poten-
tial.”

The 17th International Architec-
ture Exhibition will be open to visitors
through November 2021. The Jury,
chaired by Kazuyo Sejima, will award
the official prizes on August 30th,
2021.

The Architecture Biennale, being
held one year late due to the pandemic,
isorganized by La Biennale di Venezia.
Held every two years since 1980, its
main purpose is to offer architectural
solutions to societal and technological
problems.

marcate the border peacefully. The
Co-Chairs stand ready to assist in
facilitating this process.

Having in mind the terms of
their OSCE mandate and the aspira-

tions of all the people of the region
for a stable, peaceful, and prosper-
ous future, the Co-Chairs again call
on the sides to reengage under their
auspices at the earliest opportunity.
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NAASR to Honor Edward Avedisian and
Remember Vartan Gregorian at its
“Building For Eternity” Virtual Gala

BELMONT, MA -- The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) invites the public
to join its first-ever virtual gala on
Wednesday, June 16, 2021, at 7:00
pm-Eastern/ 4:00 pm-Pacific for its
“Building for Eternity” Virtual Gala,
honoring Edward Avedisian, NAASR
Board member and principal benefac-
tor of NAASR’s spectacular new
Vartan Gregorian Building.

“We are honored to recognize Ed
for his outstanding dedication and dis-
tinguished service in advancing educa-
tion in the U.S. and Armenia,” said
Yervant Chekijian, NAASR’s Chair-
man of the Board. Mr. Avedisian is an
extraordinary philanthropist, who
serves as a member of NAASR’s Board
of Directors, a member of the Board of
Trustees of the American University
of Armenia, and a member of the
Board of Directors of the Armenian
Missionary Association of America.
NAASR’s new headquarters bears
Vartan Gregorian’s name at the re-
quest of Mr. Avedisian. “These two
remarkable individuals share a funda-
mental belief in the transformative
power of education, which is also at
the core of NAASR’s mission,” said
Mr. Chekijian. “We hope you will join
us on June 16th in celebrating the
accomplishments of Edward Avedisian,
and together we will ensure that
NAASR is ‘Building for Eternity.””

A special In Memoriam remem-

brance of Vartan Gregorian (1934-
2021) will also take place during the
evening with a tribute from Noubar
Afeyan, Co-Founder and Chairman of
Moderna, Founder and CEO of Flag-
ship Pioneering, and Co-Founder of
the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative. “We
had hoped Vartan Gregorian would be
with us and celebrate the evening, but
instead we bear the deep loss of a
towering intellectual, remarkable hu-
manitarian, and sincere friend,” said
Sarah Ignatius, NAASR’s Executive
Director. Mr. Gregorian’s lifetime of
scholarship and philanthropy includes
President of the Carnegie Corporation
of New York, President of the New
York Public Library, President of
Brown University, Professor of Arme-
nian and Caucasian History and Pro-
fessor of South Asian History, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, and Co-Founder,
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative.

Attendance at NAASR’s Virtual
Gala is free, but registration through
Zoom is required. (http://bit.ly/
Build4Eternity). Proceeds will go to-
ward closing the small gap remaining
on the building and toward safeguard-
ing its financial well-being by creating
an Eternity Endowment Fund.

The Virtual Gala organizing com-
mittee consists of Arlene Saryan
Alexander, Yervant Chekijian, Sarah
B. Ignatius, Marc A. Mamigonian,
Margaret Mgrublian, Sylvia L. Par-
sons, and Judith Saryan.

IRI Survey

Continued frompage 1

that an overwhelming majority of Arme-
nians plan to vote,” said Nix. “That is
very important right before an election.”

The survey was conducted on
behalf of International Republican
Institute’s Center for Insights in Sur-
vey Research by Caucasus Research
Resource Center (CRRC) — Armenia
Foundation. Data was collected
throughout Armenia between April 8
and May 4, 2021 through phone inter-
views, with respondents selected by
automatized randomdigit dialing (RDD)
probability sampling of mobile phone
numbers. The national sample con-
sisted of 1,203 permanent residents of
Armenia aged 18 and older, plus an
additional 299 oversample respondents
in specific regions. It is representative
of the population aged 18 and older

with access to a mobile phone. The
margin of error does not exceed plus
or minus 2.5 points for the full sample.
The response rate was 37 %. The
Survey was funded by the U.S. Agency
for International Development.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
has urged Armenians to hand his politi-
cal party a landslide victory in the
elections, saying that it would usher in
an “era of peaceful development” in
their country.

“If we want stability to be re-
stored after the elections ... we are
asking, expecting, urging and hoping
that the Civil Contract will get 60
percent of the vote in the elections,”
Pashinyan said during a weekend visit
to Armenia’s Lori province.

“This is necessary so that we
open an era of peaceful development,”
he told local supporters.
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Dr. Brian Ellison Appointed as AUA Provost
and Vice President for Academic Affairs

YEREVAN, Armenia — The
American University of Armenia (AUA)
is pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Dr. Brian Ellison as the new
Provost and Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs, effective July 1, 2021.

Dr. Ellison will continue to sup-
port the development and implementa-
tion of the new strategic process for
the University. Professor Ellison has
served as both Interim Provost and
Dean of the College of Humanities and
Social Sciences at AUA.

Previously, Dr. Ellison held aca-
demic and administrative positions at
the assistant levels, then tenured asso-
ciate and full professor levels at the
University of Idaho, Appalachian State
University, the College of Charleston/
University of South Carolina, and Mis-
souri State University. Internationally,
he has worked as a visiting professor
at the China University of Political
Science and Law, Liaoning Normal
University in China, St. Petersburg
State University in Russia, and as an
Open Society Institute higher educa-
tion consultant to Yerevan State Uni-
versity. Professor Ellison was a
Fulbright Senior Scholar of Public

Administration in Bulgaria, and
Fulbright Hayes Scholar in Bulgaria
and Turkey. His research focuses on
public administration, local govern-
ment, and economic development and
has appeared in numerous journals and
edited volumes.

Dr. Ellison received his PhD in
political science from Colorado State
University, and Master of Public Ad-
ministration, Master of Arts in Ameri-
can Studies, and Bachelor of Science
in psychology from the University of
Wyoming.

Having been a part of AUA since
2019 and during the 2020 Artsakh
War, Dr. Ellison has a deep connection
and commitment to AUA and Armenia.
During these challenging times, his
understanding of Armenian culture and
history will support the community’s
efforts to move AUA forward.

“I am looking forward to work-
ing with Dr. Ellison and [ know that his
knowledge and extensive experience
in higher education will be welcomed
in our Executive Team. Please join me
in congratulating Professor Ellison on
this new role,” remarks President
Markides.

France’s Macron Demands

Continued frompage 1

“This is extremely important for over-
coming crisis situations in our region,”
he told reporters before the talks.

He also thanked France for the
constant support to Armenia and the
Armenian people in the current diffi-
cult situation and for the humanitarian
aid provided by it. He also thanked
France for the constant support to
Armenia and the Armenian people in
the current difficult situation and for
providing humanitarian aid, highly ap-
preciating its involvement in economic
projects in Armenia.

"There are many projects in our
country - infrastructural, energy and
economic, and France's participation
in them is very important,” Pashinyan
said.

He also emphasized the impor-
tant role of France as a co-chair of the
OSCE Minsk Group and the activities
of the MG in the settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh and regional con-
flicts and the establishment of lasting
peace and stability.

Pashinyan invited Macron to visit
Armenia in autumn. "The visit of the

French President to the Republic of
Armenia was planned a long time ago,
but due to last year's pandemic it did
not take place. I hope that we will
overcome the coronavirus and other
crises together. We are waiting for
you in Yerevan in autumn," Pashinyan
said., highly appreciating its involve-
ment in economic projects in Armenia.

"There are many projects in our
country - infrastructural, energy and
economic, and France's participation in
themis very important," Pashinyan said.

He also emphasized the impor-
tant role of France as a co-chair of the
OSCE Minsk Group and the activities
of the MG in the settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh and regional con-
flicts and the establishment of lasting
peace and stability.

Pashinyan invited Macron to
visit Armenia in autumn. "The visit
of the French President to the Re-
public of Armenia was planned a
long time ago, but due to last year's
pandemic it did not take place. 1
hope that we will overcome the
coronavirus and other crises to-
gether. We are waiting for you in
Yerevanin autumn," Pashinyan said.
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