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Joint Statement Issued at the Conclusion of Putin Pashinyan Aliyev Meeting
Armenia Will Not Cede Any Extraterritorial Land Corridors to Azerbaijan - MFA

MOSCOW — The leaders of
Armeniaand Azerbaijan agreed to move
towards starting a process of delimi-
tating and demarcating their Soviet-
era border and pursue unblocking of
all economic and transport links in the
region as a result of Russia-hosted last
Friday.

In a trilateral statement released
after their meeting in Sochi Russian
President Vladimir Putin, Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev said,
inparticular, that the parties have agreed
“to take steps to increase the level of
stability and security on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border and to work to-
wards the creation of a bilateral com-
mission on the delimitation of the state
border between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of Arme-
nia with its subsequent demarcation
with the consultative assistance of the
Russian Federation at the request of
the parties.”

The statement said that the par-
ties also agreed “to intensify joint ef-
forts aimed at the earliest possible
resolution of the remaining tasks aris-
ing from the statements of November
9, 2020 and January 11, 2021 that
includes the resumption of all eco-
nomic and transport links in the South
Caucasus.

“[The parties] have emphasized

the need to launch specific projects as
soon as possible in order to tap the
economic potential of the region. The
Russian Federation will continue to
provide all necessary assistance in the
interest of normalizing relations be-
tween the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the Republic of Armenia, creating an
atmosphere of trust between the
Azerbaijani and Armenian peoples, as
well as building good-neighborly rela-
tions in the region,” the statement
added.

After their talks that lasted for
about three hours, the leaders of Rus-
sia, Azerbaijan and Armenia also made

Greek, Cypriot and Armenian Special Forces
Complete Joint exercises

NICOSIA — The Special Forces
of Greece, Cyprus and Armenia com-
pleted the joint Close Quarter Battle
2021 military exercises, the Defense
Ministry of Cyprus informs.

The exercises were held from
November 22 to 26 2021 under the
Greece-Cyprus-Armenia Tripartite
Cooperation Program.

The purpose of the joint exer-
cise was to increase combat capabil-
ity and interoperability of the com-
bined special forces in combat con-

ditions.

The training included rapid reac-
tion battle shots, moving shots, night
shots, urban warfare and handling of
the dead and wounded inside aresiden-
tial area.

The Cypriot Defense Ministry
said “similar exercises, in combination
with the Tripartite Cooperation Pro-
gram between Greece, Cyprus and
Armenia, reflect the excellent coop-
eration between the Armed Forces of
the three countries.”

statements for the press, in which all
described the meeting as positive.

“We have worked very construc-
tively today. It was a deep analysis of
the current situation,” said Putin, add-
ing that agreements had been reached
“on a number of key issues.”

“The first of them is the creation
of mechanisms of the delimitation and
demarcation of the border between the
two states, which we have agreed to
do by the end of this year. [ hope it will

be done as soon as possible. There are
no obstacles to the creation of these
mechanisms,” the Russian leader said.

Putin said “significant progress”
was also made on issues of humanitar-
ian nature, implying the repatriation of
all prisoners of war and detainees as
well as vital demining activities in the
region.

He also said that the parties dis-
cussed in detail issues of developing
economic ties and primarily the issue
of unblocking “transport corridors.”

“It concerns both railway and
road links. I think that here we should
thank our vice-premiers who have been
working over this issue for quite a long
time now,” the Russian president said.

He said that as part of the agree-
ments made during the November 26
talks deputy prime ministers of Rus-
sia, Armenia and Azerbaijan will gather
in Moscow next week “to summarize
some results and announce the deci-
sions that we have coordinated today.”

In his remarks Azerbaijani Presi-
dent ITham Aliyev expressed a hope that
the Sochi talks will lead to results that will
make the situation in the South Caucasus

Continued on page3

Armenia Fund’s 24th Annual Telethon
Raised $12,351,000 Worldwide

RAISED IN 2021

/
ArmeniaFund /f

USA S$7,861,000
FRANCE $3,990,000

CANADA S$500,000
GRAND TOTAL S12,351,000

www.ArmeniaFund.org

LOS ANGELES — Armenia
Fund’s 24th annual International
Thanksgiving Day Telethon mobilized
the worldwide Armenian community,
calling for the continued support of the
ongoing recovery of the homeland
while reporting on projects and pro-
grams that were implemented in the
course of the past 12 months.

Carrying the theme “Empower-
ing the Homeland’s Remote Commu-
nities,” the Telethon raised support for
providing assistance to dozens of com-
munities in Armenia and Artsakh im-
pacted by the 44-day War, including
close to 100,000 displaced persons.
The four-hour Telethon was held on
November 25 in Los Angeles, featur-
ing appearances by community lead-
ers and representatives of schools and

1.800.888.8897

organizations, as well as short docu-
mentaries on completed projects, the
ongoing humanitarian needs of the
homeland, and initiatives designed to
address them.

By the conclusion of the Tele-
thon, $12,351,000 was raised in sup-
port of the homeland. This sum repre-
sents the total amount that was raised
internationally during 2021, in the US
($7.8 million), France (nearly $4 mil-
lion), Canada ($500,000), and other
Armenian communities around the
world.

Armenia Fund continues to ac-
cept donations. To make a secure con-
tribution, please use the following link:
armeniafund.org/donate. The ongoing

Continued on page4
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Russia Pledges Support for Normalization
of Relations Between Armenia and Turkey

MOSCOW -- Russia is ready to
promote efforts to repair relations be-
tween Armenia and Turkey, a Russian
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman said
on Thursday, confirming that Yerevan
has made a request for Russia’s me-
diation in the mending of ties with
Ankara.

Maria Zakharova said during a
weekly news briefing in Moscow that
Russia is interested in this process and
has made efforts on the normalization
of Armenian-Turkish relations before.

“Our country is ready to further
promote this process in every possible
way. The launch of this process, as we
believe, would undoubtedly contribute
to the improvement of the general situ-
ation in the region,” the diplomat said.

Armenian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Vahan Hunanian told RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service earlier this week
that Yerevan had informed Moscow
that it was ready for normalization
with Ankara without preconditions and
asked for its mediation in the process.

During the news briefing
Zakharova also stressed that Russia
is “taking all measures to restore
economic ties and transport links in
the region.”

“We are taking all steps to estab-
lish a peaceful life and strengthen sta-
bility in the region. Special attention,
of course, is now paid to the restora-
tion and development of trade and
economic ties and transport links,” the
official representative of the Russian
Foreign Ministry said.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan reiterated Yerevan’s readi-
ness to normalize its relations with
Ankara during an online press confer-
ence on Tuesday, but he warned that
such a process cannot take place if
Turkey presses conditions like
Azerbaijan’s getting an exterritorial
corridor to its western Nakhichevan

exclave via Armenia.

“We want to normalize our rela-
tions with Turkey. We cannot discuss
any corridor issue. But we want to
discuss opening of regional transport
links,” Pashinyan said.

In an interview with Le Figaro
earlier this month Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan revealed,
however, that Ankara was setting new
conditions for starting a dialogue with
Yerevan, including the provision of an
exterritorial corridor for Azerbaijan.
He told the French daily that the de-
mand for such a corridor was out of
the question.

During today’s news briefing in
Moscow Zakharova was also directly
asked about whether there will be cus-
toms controls on the roads that would
link Azerbaijan with its Nakhichevan
exclave.

Zakharovareplied by saying: “We
see good prospects for unblocking
transport links in the region, taking
into account the balance of interests of
all parties. We also proceed from the
fact that international transportation
along unblocked routes will be carried
out on the basis of international agree-
ments and national legislation of each
of the parties.”

30th Meeting of Hayastan All Armenian
Fund’s Board of Trustees Held in Yerevan

YEREVAN — The 30th meeting
of the Hayastan All Armenian Fund’s
Board of Trustees was held on No-
vember 27th. Chaired by the President
of the Republic of Armenia and Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees Armen
Sarkissian. 23 trustees were in atten-
dance of which 4 joined virtually.

Following the President’s open-
ing speech, the attendees observed a
minute of silence to commemorate

those servicemen who fell defending
the sovereign borders of Artsakh and
Armenia.

The first item on the agenda re-
ferred to the study of the targeted use
of'the funds donated to the Republic of
Armenia. Several reports were pre-
sented on the issue. The Trustees dis-
cussed the reports in detail and agreed
to issue a statement, to be published in
the near future.

December 4, 2021

Armenian Politicians Exposed to
State-Sponsored Spyware Targeting
Through Israeli Pegasus Firm

YEREVAN -- About two dozen
citizens of Armenia, including an op-
position politician and a government
official, have so far reported
smartphone alerts about being ex-
posed to state-sponsored hacking
through Pegasus, a spyware devel-
oped by a private Israel-based firm.

Armenian information security
specialists say they are currently work-
ing to find out the exact scope of
potential victims of spyware targeting
in the country.

Media expert Arthur Papyan has
confirmed that the spyware has so far
targeted key figures both from the
opposition and the government.

NSO Group’s Pegasus software in-
fects iPhones and Android devices to en-
able operators to extract messages, photos
and emails, record calls and secretly acti-
vate microphones and cameras.

“Former and current civil ser-
vants [have been targeted]. And all of
them are people who know state se-
crets and other valuable information
and have some political influence,”
Papyan said.

“As far as I understand, in all
probability, it is NSO Group itself that
targets by order, hacks phones and
then provides a way to see the data, to
get access to it,” Papyan said.

Artur Vanetsyan, the leader of
the opposition Pativ Unem faction in
parliament, said on Wednesday that he
was alerted by Apple about being tar-
geted through Pegasus.

Vanetsian, who served as direc-
tor of Armenia’s National Security
Service in 2018-19, published a
screenshot of the alert message warn-
ing him about a possible state-spon-
sored spyware targeting. The message
does not mention what country’s gov-
ernment may have ordered that attack.

Onthe one hand, Vanetsian claims
that the current Armenian government
has tried to wiretap him, and on the
other hand, he does not rule out the
possibility of the Azerbaijani govern-
ment sponsoring the hacking attack

against him.

“We cannot rule out or confirm it
at this moment,” he said. “A short
while ago another opposition lawmaker
approached me in parliament and said
that he had received the same alert
earlier today,” Vanetsyan said.

High-Tech Industry Minister
Vahagn Khachaturyan also confirmed
to media on Thursday that he had
received a similar alert from Apple. He
denied that the Armenian government
may be behind the spyware targeting
attacks.

“We have assessed what hap-
pened to me as to a citizen and what
happened to other people around me as
an attack or attempted attack against
the security of certain citizens of the
Republic of Armenia or perhaps even
government bodies,” the minister said.

Tech giant Apple on Tuesday
filed a lawsuit against NSO Group,
seeking a permanent injunction to ban
the Israeli company from using any
Apple software, services or devices.
Apple admitted that a small number of
its users may have been targeted by an
NSO Group exploit to install Pegasus
on Apple devices.

Last summer international inves-
tigative journalists found out that at
least ten countries’ special services
had used the Pegasus program devel-
oped by NSO Group to spy on politi-
cians, journalists and activists.
Azerbaijan is also on that list. There
was no mention of Armenia at that
time.

“The overall situation and events
have also had an impact on the activi-
ties of the Hayastan All Armenian Fund
both in Armenia and Artsakh,” said
Armen Sarkissian and added, “It is
time to modernize the Fund. The adop-
tion of a new way of thinking, the
widespread use of new technologies
and new organizational models is nec-
essary.”

The President thanked all com-
patriots, donors and benefactors and
wished productive work and construc-
tive discussions to the participants.

Haykak Arshamyan, Executive
Director of the Hayastan All Armenian
Fund presented the Fund’s major
healthcare, social, cultural, as well as
infrastructure development projects
carried out in Armenia and Artsakh
during 2020-2021.

In accordance with the agenda,
the 2020 Consolidated Financial and
Annual Program Reports and the 2021
budget were approved, and further
activities of the Fund were discussed.

The Trustees voted to appoint Haykak
Arshamyan to the position of Hayastan
All Armenian Fund Executive Director
for a further three year term.

“The 30th meeting of the Board
of Trustees was very constructive.
Numerous issues were put forward to
which clear and distinct answers were
given,” said Haykak Arshamyan, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Fund after the
meeting.

The Board once again expressed
its gratitude to the hundreds of thou-
sands of donors and supporters who
have made an invaluable contribution
to the development of our homeland in
these difficult times.

On Wednesday, The Working
Group reported that they did not re-
ceive any credible evidence that funds
were misappropriated. The Working
Group and the outside auditor further
reported that legal restrictions pre-
cluded their review of source docu-
mentation of funds spent by the Gov-
ernment.
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Masdar Signs Agreement to Develop
Armenia’s Largest Solar Power Plant

Masdar has signed an agreement
with the Government of the Republic
of Armeniato develop a 200-megawatt
(MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) plant.
The Ayg-1 project will be Armenia’s
largest utility-scale solar plant.

The Government Support Agree-
ment (GSA) was signed by His Excel-
lency Gnel Sanosyan, Minister of Terri-
torial Administration and Infrastructure
ofthe Republic of Armenia, and Mohamed
Jameel Al Ramahi, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Masdar, at a ceremony today in
Yeravan, the nation’s capital.

Gnel Sanosyan, the Minster of
Territorial Administration and Infra-
structure of the Republic of Armenia,
commented: “The gradual increase of
renewable sources in our country’s
energy system is one of the priorities
set by the Government of Armenia.
We regard this cooperation with
Masdar as an important step towards
this goal, as well as towards endorsing
Armenia’s investment potential. The
Ayg-1 industrial 200 MW solar plant
project is a milestone on this road. We
expect the signing of this document to
mark the start of a fruitful and lasting
cooperation on this and for new up-
coming projects.”

The Ayg-1 project will be devel-
oped on a design, finance, build, own,
and operate basis and the project com-
pany will be 85 percent owned by
Masdar, with the Armenian National
Interests Fund (ANIF), a government-
owned investment vehicle, holding 15
percent. In July, the Armenian Gov-
ernment announced that Masdar was
the winning bidder for the project,
having submitted a tariff of US$0.0290
per per kilowatt-hour (kWh) in a com-
petitive process.

HE Ahlam Rashid Ahmed A1Abd
AlSalami, Chargé d’Affaires of the
Embassy of the United Arab Emirates,
said: “This agreement will strengthen
the already powerful ties that exist
between the United Arab Emirates and
the Republic of Armenia. The UAE and
Armenia are united in our commitment
to take positive action against climate

change, while creating greater eco-
nomic opportunities and this project
marks a key stage in Armenia’s clean
energy journey and our hopes for this
project to serve as an exemplary suc-
cess to attract opportunities for Arme-
nia from the UAE.”

David Papazian, Chief Executive
Officer of ANIF commented: “We are
glad to welcome Masdar into Armenia’s
journey towards the decarbonization of
the country’s energy supply. Ayg-1 is an
ambitious step towards the fulfillment of
this goal, and Masdar’s expertise and
experience in the field is key to the
success of the project. Ayg-1 is set to
become a highly visible investment
project, benefitting the country, its citi-
zens and investors, while committing to
highest sustainability standards in the
industry.”

Mohamed Jameel Al Ramabhi,
Chief Executive Officer of Masdar,
said: “This agreement marks a mile-
stone on Armenia’s clean energy jour-
ney, and the development of this project
will support the nation’s sustainable
economic development. We look for-
ward to working with the Armenian
National Interests Fund on further
opportunities in this field, and leverag-
ing the experience we have gained as a
global leader in renewable energy
projects to support the diversification
of Armenia’s energy mix. ”

The Ayg-1 plant will be located
between the Talin and Dashtadem com-
munities of Armenia, in an area where
solarradiation is high and land is unus-
able for agricultural purposes. The
plant will span over 500 hectares, and
will create numerous direct and indi-
rect jobs.

Armenia is looking to increase
the share of renewables in its energy
mix and reduce its dependence on
imported oil & gas. The country also
has significant solar energy potential,
with an average annual solar energy
flow per square meter of horizontal
surface of around 1,720 kWh, com-
pared with the average European fig-
ure of 1,000 kWh.

Joint Statement Issued

Continued from page 1

“more secure and predictable.”

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in his remarks described the
meeting as “very positive,” saying that
“we have, in fact, discussed all issues
of the agenda.”

“This wasn’t a meeting to hide
problems. This was a meeting during
which we openly discussed all issues.
I want to point out that it is very
positive that on many issues we clari-
fied our positions, and it turned out
that on some issues we have no misin-
terpretations as it would seem before

December 4, 2021

Officials Of the Insurance Foundation For
Servicemen Meet with the Los Angeles

Armenian Press

GLENDALE — Officials of the
Insurance Foundation For Servicemen
are visiting various Armenian commu-
nities in the United States to report on
their activities, especially in the light of
the 44-day war.

During their stay in Los Angeles
Foundation officials Tatevik Yaghjian,
Narine Galstyan, and Sona
Baghdasaryan held a press conference
in the Armenian Consulate in Los An-
geles with the participation of the edi-
tors of major Armenian newspapers.

The officials provided informa-
tion about the activities and programs
of the Foundation, which was estab-
lished by alaw passed by the Armenian
National Assembly after the 2016 four-
day war but is governed by an indepen-
dent board of trustees. According to
the law, each month flat amount of
1000 drams were being transferred to
the fund from the salaries of all work-
ing citizens of Armenia. After the last
war, that 1000 drams became a mini-
mum amount, increasing according to
the salary of each individual.

Representatives of the founda-
tion informed that as of today there are
4,582 beneficiaries of the Foundation,

4,165 of whom were registered after
the 44-day war, and received total
compensation of about 109 million
U.S Dollars. 86% of the beneficiaries
(3948) are killed heroes, 2% (76) are
missing soldiers, and 12% (558) are
first or second-degree disabled.

The families of the victims are
immediately provided $ 20,000, and the
injured are given a monthly stipend ac-
cording to the degree of the disability.

Since its inception, the Founda-
tion has received about $ 23 million in
donations, 70% of which came from
Armenia and the rest from more than
70 countries around the world. Most
of these donations were collected dur-
ing and after the last Artsakh war. The
rest of the money came from the man-
datory contributions of the residents
of Armenia and Artsakh.

Representatives of the Insurance
Foundation For Servicemen called on
Diaspora Armenians to contribute to
this sacred cause with small or large
donations.

For a closer look at the
Foundation’s activities and financial
reports, please visit the 1000plus.am
website.

this meeting. I want to say that, in-
deed, we stated that in regards to the
issue of the opening of all transport
and economic links in the region we
have a common idea as to how these
links will work,” Pashinyan said.

The Armenian leader said that it
is necessary to create mechanisms
of ensuring security and stability
along the border between Armenia
and Azerbaijan before starting the
process of border delimitation and
demarcation. He said humanitarian
issues were also addressed during
the talks.

“On the whole, I too assess
today’s talks very positively. I think
that we can expect concrete results if
we manage to build on the dynamics of
our talks,” Pashinyan said.

“I reaffirm the readiness of Ar-
menia and its government that has
received a mandate from the people of
Armenia to open a peaceful era for our
country and our region. This is what
we are striving for and today’s meet-
ing is beneficial for the realization of
this agenda,” the Armenian leader
added.

On Tuesday, the Armenian For-
eign Ministry denied claims by Azeri
president Ilham Aliyev that Armenia

will provide a land “corridor” linking
Azerbaijan to Nakhijevan as aresult of
the latest talks between the leaders of
the two states hosted by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

The ministry spokesman, Vahan
Hunanyan, said a joint statement is-
sued by Aliyev, Pashinyan and Putin at
Sochi “refuted propaganda notions
about a ‘corridor’ or the logic of a
corridor.”

“There are several important
points in the Sochi Trilateral Statement
of November 26. With the Sochi State-
ment, the parties reaffirm their obliga-
tion to coherent and unconditional
implementation of all the provisions of
the Trilateral Statement of November
9, 2020. This also refers to the obliga-
tions enshrined in the 8th provision of
the Statement — the return of prisoners
of war, hostages and other detainees,
which Azerbaijan has not implemented
so far”. Hunanyan said during a press
briefing.

“We are convinced that the full
implementation of the provisions of
the Trilateral Statements will contrib-
ute to the peaceful settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict within the
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairman-
ship”. Hunanyan concluded.
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Dr. Vazken Davidian Receives
SAS Outstanding Dissertation Award

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS) announces that Dr. Vazken
Khatchig Davidian has been chosen to
receive the SAS Distinguished Disser-
tation Award (2017-2020) for his dis-
sertation “The Figure of the Bantoukhd
Hamal of Constantinople: Late Nine-
teenth-Century Representations of
Migrant Workers from Ottoman Ar-
menia.” The SAS Award is accompa-
nied by a $1,000 prize. Dr. Hrag
Papazian’s “Contesting Armenianness:
Plurality, Segregation and Multilateral
Boundary Making among Armenians
in Contemporary Turkey,” received an
honorary mention.

Davidian’s thesis examines late
nineteenth century visual representa-
tions of the subaltern figure of the
bantoukhd (migrant worker) from Ot-
toman Armenia, synonymous —in both
Russian Armenian and Ottoman Arme-
nian contemporary popular imagina-
tions — with the iconic hamal (porter)
of Constantinople. The period under
scrutiny spans the two decades loosely
bookended by the immediate after-
math of the Russo-Ottoman War of
1877-1878 and the Armenian Massa-
cres of 1894-1897, a significant his-
torical period that experienced, among
others: the internationalization of the
so-called Armenian Question; the fray-
ing of the relationship between the
Ottoman State and its Armenian popu-
lation; the unprecedented increase in
labor migration from Ottoman Arme-
nia to Constantinople; the advent of a
social-reformist intellectual movement,
the so-called Constantinople Realists;
and the spearheading of notions to-
wards the ‘salvation’ of Ottoman Ar-
menia as a cause by Russian Armenian
intellectuals.

Davidian is Calouste Gulbenkian
Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Oriental
Institute, University of Oxford. He
defended his doctoral thesis in art
history at Birkbeck College, Univer-
sity of London in 2019. He is, along
with Boris Adjemian, co-Editor of
the journal Etudes arméniennes
contemporaines published by the
Bibliothéque Nubar (ABGU Nubar Li-
brary), Paris. He edited the volumes
Towards Inclusive Art Histories: Ot-
toman Armenian Voices Speak Back
(EAC 6, 2015) and, with Susan Paul
Pattie and Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian,
Treasured Objects: Armenian Life in
the Ottoman Empire 100 Years Ago
(Armenian Institute, 2012). His pub-
lished articles include ‘Portrait of an
Ottoman Armenian Artist of
Constantinople: Rereading Teotig’s
Biography of Simon Hagopian’ (EAC
4, 2014) and ‘Image of an Atrocity:
Ivan (Hovhanness) Aivazovsky’s Mas-
sacre of the Armenians in Trebizond
1895’ (EAC 11,2018). He is currently
working on a monograph based in part
on his doctoral dissertation.

Papazian’s dissertation deals with
the ways in which Armenianness in
Turkey in the past three decades wit-
nessed an unprecedented process of
diversification. Whereas members of
the Christian-Armenian minority had
traditionally been the sole representa-
tives of Armenian identity in Turkey,
they now find themselves next to two
other groups of Armenians: first, offi-

cially Muslim and hence ‘non-Arme-
nian’ citizens of Turkey who, drawing
on their Armenian ancestors Islamized
or Alevised decades or centuries ear-
lier, have started to publicly identify as
Armenians; second, citizens of neigh-
boring Armenia who engaged in a labor
migration towards Turkey after the
independence of their country and its
sinking into a political, economic, and
energy crisis in the early 1990s. Going
beyond the official categorization of
Armenians in Turkey, limited in scope
and imposing a particular interpreta-
tion of Armenianness, his ethnographic
research studies the various people
self-identifying as Armenians in today’s
Turkey. It examines the often-differ-
ing meanings, productions and experi-
ences of Armenianness among the
Christian Armenians, the Muslim/Alevi
Armenians, and the migrant Arme-
nians. The study aims at understand-
ing and explaining the boundary-mak-
ing processes between these three
Armenian factions. In that endeavor, it
argues that the making of symbolic
and social boundaries between them
are conditioned both by irreconcilable
differences between each one’s un-
derstanding and expectations of
Armenianness, and by practical fac-
tors related to interest and security.
Finally, broadening its scope of analy-
sis, the dissertation argues that the
making of intra-Armenian boundaries
isalso influenced or conditioned by the
Armenian factions’ relations and bound-
aries with third parties, namely the
Turkish state and Muslim majority,
thus advancing a theory of multilateral
social boundary-making.

Papazian is Promise Armenian
Institute postdoctoral scholar in the
Department of Anthropology at
UCLA. He earned his doctoral degree
in anthropology from the University
of Oxford (2020) where his disserta-
tion about Armenians in contempo-
rary Turkey was awarded the David
Parkin Prize. Papazian’s research
interests include religion and race,
ethnicity and nationalism, migration
and diasporas, politics and activism,
and the (un)making of social bound-
aries. He has conducted ethnographic
fieldwork in Turkey and Armenia
and has previously taught at the
American University of Armenia for
two years. As a visiting scholar at
Cambridge, Papazian examines the
popular perceptions and the political
instrumentalization of Turkey and
the “Turk” in Armenia after the 2020
Nagorno-Karabakh war.

December 4, 2021

Zabel Yessayan’s Short Stories Published by
the Armenian Series at Fresno State

FRESNO — The Armenian Se-
ries of The Press at California State
University, Fresno announces the pub-
lication of its fourteenth volume, Cap-
tive Nights: From the Bosphorus to
Gallipoli with Zabel Yessayan. This
new collection of translations from
Zabel Yessayan’s (1878 — 1943?) in-
ternationally renowned body of work
presents three of her least-known and
most revealing stories: Meliha Nuri
Hanum, The Veil, and Enough! Writ-
ten between 1914 and 1928, these
works share a common theme of
women — both Armenian and Turkish
— struggling against adverse social,
political, and cultural circumstances,
as they also examine questions of iden-
tity and marginalization.

Commenting on its significance,
Dr. Vahé Tachjian, Director of
Houshamadyan, stated that these are
“three impressive works from Zabel
Yessayan that shed light on Turkish
society and Turkish-Armenian rela-
tions during a crucial period of the
Ottoman Empire marked by wars, dic-
tatorial regime, military defeats, terri-
torial losses, and genocide.”

“Captive Nights: From the
Bosphorus to Gallipoli with Zabel
Yessayan is an important addition to
the Armenian Series,” stated co-editor
Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian. “The
new book broadens the scope of the
series by introducing the English-
speaking world to a gem of Armenian
literature. Zabel Yessayan’s work main-
tains its timelessness and vitality to-
day.”

In recent years, Yessayan has
become one of the best-known Arme-
nian intellectuals of the early twentieth
century, earning international acclaim
as author, humanitarian, and an activ-
ist for social equality and women’s
rights. Her career spanned a cosmo-
politan and eventful life that took her
from Istanbul to Paris and that ended
tragically in Soviet Armenia.

This groundbreaking book was
initiated by its main editor, Dr.
Nanor Kebranian, with generous
funding from the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon
and the Fesjian Fund at Columbia
University. Following the transla-
tion and publication of Hagop
Oshagan’s Remnants (2013), Cap-
tive Nights marks Kebranian’s sec-
ond collaboration with award-win-
ning translator, G. M. Goshgarian.
Situating Yessayan in the context
of larger issues affecting Turkish
society and drawing on her research
expertise in literature, history, and
law, Kebranian’s insightful introduc-
tion shows how these stories of so-
cial justice are as resonant today as
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they were a century ago.

Addressing the broader reso-
nance of this volume, Dr. Christine
Philliou, Professor of History at the
University of California, Berkeley
stated, “Three beautiful stories writ-
ten by a remarkable person that hap-
pened to have been a woman and an
Armenian in the early twentieth cen-
tury. Zabel Yessayan—in her life and
work—signified a triumph of human-
ism and empathy over the violence of
ethnic divisions, persecution, and
genocide that prevailed in her time.
And her stories, lovingly translated
here by G. M. Goshgarian, and edited
by Nanor Kebranian and Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, remain a fascinating
ray of light and redemption for all the
suffering she endured.”

Dr. Valentina Calzolari, President
of the International Association of Ar-
menian Studies, added, “This bookisa
precious gift. We are deeply indebted
to G. M. Goshgarian for this elegant
and beautiful translation, and to Nanor
Kebranian for the selection of these
texts. Kebranian’s incisive introduc-
tion stresses one of the main concerns
of these three short stories: the sense-
lessness of ethno-confessional hatred.”

The Armenian Series at Califor-
nia State University, Fresno was es-
tablished through the generous sup-
port of the M. Victoria Karagozian
Kazan and Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan
Endowment. Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian is the general editor of
the series.

Captive Nights From the Bosphorus
to Gallipoli with Zabel Yessayanisavail-
able through Abril Books: http://
www.abrilbooks.com/captive-nights-
from-the-bosphorus-to-gallipoli-with-
zabel-yessayan.html or through the
NAASR bookstore at https://naasr.org/
products/captive-nights-from-the-
bosphorus-to-gallipoli-with-zabel-
yessayan.

Armenia Fund’s 24th Annual Telethon

Continued frompage 1

support which Armenia Fund provides
to Armenia and Artsakh comprises
emergency humanitarian assistance;
housing construction; comprehen-
sive medical relief; infrastructure
repairs and development; and cul-
tural-recovery programs including
schooling and arts education for dis-

placed communities.

“The spirit of unity demonstrated
by the global Armenian community is
truly inspiring,” said Armenia Fund
Board Chair Maria Mehranian follow-
ing the conclusion of the Telethon and
added, “It is absolutely crucial that we
continue to stand with Armenia and
Artsakh in this most difficult period in
recent Armenian history.”
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