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EU’s Michel Hosts Talks Between
Armenian, Azeri Leaders Brussels

BRUSSELS -- European Council
President Charles Michel said the lead-
ers of Armeniaand Azerbaijan pledged
to de-escalate tensions on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border and restore rail
links between the two South Caucasus
states during talks hosted by him in
Brussels late on Tuesday.

Michel, who heads the European
Union’s top decision-making body, said
Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev and
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan assured him that they re-
main committed to honoring relevant
agreements brokered by Russia over
the past year.

. O ] L

“President Aliyev and Prime Min-
ister Pashinyan agreed that in the con-
text of the planned launch of negotia-
tions on the delimitation and demarca-
tion of the state border between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan, further tangible
steps will need to be taken to reduce
tensions on the ground to ensure a
conducive atmosphere for the talks,”
he said in a late-night statement on the
trilateral meeting.

The EU isready to provide “tech-
nical assistance” to the demarcation
process, added Michel.

Continued on page4

Ardem Patapoutian Receives Nobel Prize
During Special Ceremony in Irvine

SAN DIEGO -- Armenian-Ameri-
can scientist Ardem Patapoutian was
awarded the Nobel Prize on Wednes-
day for helping discover how humans
sense temperature and touch, break-
throughs he largely made at La Jolla’s
elite Scripps Research, The San Diego
Union-Tribute reports.

Karin Olofsdotter, the Swedish
ambassador to the United States, con-
ferred an 18-karat gold medal for physi-
ology or medicine on Patapoutian and
one on his co-winner, David Julius of
UC San Francisco, under circum-
stances that also were highly unusual.

All Nobel medals and diplomas —
except for the ones given in peace —
have historically been given in
Stockholm, Sweden. But the Nobel Foun-
dation decided — as it did a year ago —
to honor the laureates in their home
countries due to COVID-19 issues.

The four Western U.S. laureates
received their prizes during a brief
ceremony at the National Academies’
home near UC Irvine. They include
Patapoutian and Julius, as well as David
Card of UC Berkeley and Guido Imbens
of Stanford, who won a Nobel in
economics.

Wednesday’s ceremonies repre-
sented the end of a wild two-month
period for Patapoutian, 54, an Arme-
nian-American who fled civil war in

his native Lebanon in 1986 to emigrate
to the U.S., where he began his career
asabiochemistand later joined Scripps,
where he still works.

He had his phone turned offin the
hours before dawn on Oct. 4 when the
Nobel Committee was trying to reach
him to say that he’d won. The commit-
tee was able to reach his 94-year-old
father, who lives in the Los Angeles
area, who then contacted Patapoutian,
telling him to call Sweden.

Patapoutian rolled over in bed at
his home in Del Mar and told his wife,

Continued on page 3

"We are Committed to the Consolidation of
Democracy in Armenia' Pashinian
AddressingU.S. ‘Summit For Democracy’

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan pledged to consoli-
date democracy in Armenia on Friday
as he addressed a virtual global summit
organized by U.S. President Joe Biden.

Pashinyan was among the lead-
ers of more than 100 countries invited
to the two-day “Summit for Democ-
racy” which is designed to promote
democratic governance around the
world in the face of rising
authoritarianism.

"Over the last three years, Arme-
nians have chosen democracy over
authoritarianism twice. The first time
was in 2018, following the non-violent
Velvet Revolution, and the subsequent
free and fair snap election. The second
time was in 2021, following a devas-
tating war. Armenians went to the
polls, again, to ensure that we would
not return to the ways of the past.
Indeed, democracy is a perpetual work

in progress," Pashinyan said in his
speech at the summit.

“We are committed to the con-
solidation of democracy in Armenia
through strengthening democratic in-
stitutions,” Pashinyan stated.

PM Pashinyan concluded his re-
marks by stating “In our bid to con-
solidate our democracy, we are facing
multiple challenges. The biggest chal-
lenge for us comes in the form of
military threats to our security. Fight-
ing for democracy at home is yet
another challenge. That challenge is
compounded when threats arise from
beyond our borders. If we are to re-
store the appeal of democracy through-
out the world, we need to join forces to
face these challenges together. Arme-
nia is committed to contributing to the
global mission of strengthening de-
mocracy, and we hope that we are not
alone.”

Turkey, Armenia to Appoint Envoys to
Normalize Relations, Cavusoglu Claims

Turkey and Armenia have said
that they will appoint soon special
envoys for bilateral negotiations on
normalizing their relations.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu was the first to announce
the planned talks in Turkey’s parlia-
ment on Monday evening. The special
negotiators will be named as part of
“steps to normalize relations with Ar-
menia,” he said without giving any
other details.

Cavusoglu also stressed that Tur-
key consulted with Azerbaijan before
making the decision. “We will be tak-
ing every step together with Azerbaijan,”
he said.

Armenia confirmed and hailed
Cavusoglu’s statement on Tuesday
morning. The Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Vahan Hunanian, said “the Arme-
nian side also will appoint a special
representative for the dialogue.”

“Armenia has always been and
remains ready for a process normaliz-

ing relations with Turkey without pre-
conditions,” Hunanian said in written
comments to the media.

Turkey’s surprise overture is in
line with a request by President Joe
Biden, who urged Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan during an Oc-
tober meeting in Rome to open the

Continued on page4
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Armenia, France Sign
“Roadmap for Economic Cooperation”

PARIS (Armradio) -- Armenia
and France have signed the roadmap
for economic cooperation for 2021-
2026. The document aims at creating a
strategy and framework for bilateral
economic programs between Armenia
and France for the next five years,
which will include infrastructure, ur-
ban development, energy, agriculture,
tourism, innovation, high technology,
healthcare and other promising areas.

The first joint sitting of the work-
ing group on Armenian-French eco-
nomic cooperation was held in Paris
on December 9. The Armenian delega-
tion was headed by Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan, the French delega-
tion was led by Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne,
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
of France.

Minister Mirzoyan thanked Sec-
retary of State Lemoyne for his sup-
port of warm hospitality and effective

discussions, emphasizing that the joint
sitting was the result of nearly a year
of bilateral follow-up work, efforts at
the level of the two countries’ leaders,
and agreements reached.

Ararat Mirzoyan stressed the need
to work consistently to implement the
agreements reached by the top leader-
ship of the two countries to intensify
economic relations, which will corre-
spond to the level of privileged rela-
tions between Armenia and France.

The sides emphasized the diversi-
fication of the Armenian-French trade
and economic relations, the need to
enrich the cooperation with new eco-
nomic programs, and the intensification
of mutual investments. The interlocu-
tors also noted the need to intensify
contacts between the business circles of
France and Armenia, in particular,
through mutual visits of delegations and
organization of economic events.

Inaugural Session of “3+3” Peace Platform

Held in Moscow
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MOSCOW -- Senior diplomats
from Russia, Turkey, Iran, Armenia
and Azerbaijan have held the inaugural
session of a multilateral platform sup-
posedly aimed at promoting peace and
economic cooperation in the South
Caucasus.

Deputy foreign ministers of the
five nations met in Moscow on Friday
in what the Russian Foreign Ministry
described as the launch of the “Con-
sultative Regional Platform 3+3.” A
ministry statement said they agreed to
concentrate on confidence-building
measures, regional economic coop-
eration and transport links as well as
“common threats and challenges.”

Georgia said it will not join the
cooperation framework because of its
long-running conflict with Russia.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry said
the talks involved a “constructive ex-

T

change of views” on “practical issues
of common interest to all participants.”
The five sides agreed to “give priority
to trade, economy, transport, culture
and humanitarian issues,” it said in a
statement.

“Representatives of the five par-
ticipating countries agreed to adopt a
flexible working format and expressed
their hope that Georgia too will join the
consultations in the future,” added the
statement.

Armenia was represented at the
meeting by Deputy Foreign Minister
Vahe Gevorgyan. According to the
Foreign Ministry in Yerevan,
Gevorgyan reaffirmed the official
Armenian position that the regional
initiative must avoid any “duplica-
tion of other international platforms,
including those with conflict settle-
ment mandates.”
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Armenian Soldier Killed, Several Wounded
in Latest Azerbaijani Attack

YEREVAN --One Armenian sol-
dier was killed and eight others
wounded in renewed fighting after
Azerbaijani forces attacked border
positions in eastern Armenia.

The Defense Ministry in Yerevan
said Private Vahe Manaseryan (born
2002), was killed while repellingan
offensive by Azerbaijani armed forces
in e Gegharkunik region.

“The exchange of gunfire stopped
as of 2:30 pm [local time,]” the minis-
try added in a statement.

It said also that eight other ser-
vicemen were wounded. The condi-
tion of six soldiers is assessed as seri-
ous, the condition of the other two as
moderate and light, respectively.

Armlur.am quoted a local gov-
ernment official in Gegharkunik as
saying that the epicenter of the fighting
was near the Armenian border village
of Sotk. “They [Azerbaijani troops]
tried to advance in the Sotk section but
failed,” Hakob Avetyan told the publi-
cation.

Earlier on Thursday, the Arme-
nian Defense Ministry said that
Azerbaijani troops "opened intensive
fire from firearms of different cali-
bers" at Armenian military positions
in Gegharkunik province bordering
the Kelbajar district west of Nagorno-
Karabakh. It said two Armenian sol-
diers were lightly wounded as a re-
sult.

Blinken, Lavrov and Le Drien Call on
Armenia and Azerbaijan to Refrain From
Provocative Actions

The United States, Russia and
France have called on Armenia and
Azerbaijan to resume “direct dialogue”
and fully comply with their agree-
ments brokered by Moscow.

In a joint statement issued on
Tuesday night, U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov and his French
counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian also
said the conflicting sides must not use
force to resolve border disputes.

“The [OSCE Minsk Group] Co-
Chair countries call on Armenia and
Azerbaijan to refrain from inflamma-
tory rhetoric and provocative actions
and to implement in full the commit-
ments they undertook on 9 November
2020 and reconfirmed on 26 Novem-
ber 2021 in statements made by the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
Prime Minister of the Republic of Ar-
menia, and President of the Russian
Federation and other jointly agreed
ceasefire arrangements,” read the state-
ment.

Blinken, Lavrov and Le Drian said

they expect Baku and Yerevan to “work
constructively” to demarcate the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border and restore eco-
nomic and transport links between the
two South Caucasus states.

They also called on the sides to
continue the dialogue between the for-
eign ministers of Armenia and
Azerbaijan begun at meetings held in
New York in September and Paris in
November, as well as to continue con-
tacts at the leadership level to promote
a lasting and sustainable peace in the
region.

“The Co-Chair countries also note
with concern recent incidents on the
non-demarcated Armenia-Azerbaijan
border and reaffirm that the use or threat
of force to resolve border disputes is
unacceptable,” added the top diplomats
of the three mediating powers.

They further urged the sides to
allow U.S., Russian and French en-
voys co-chairing the Minsk Group to
visit the conflict zone “as soon as
possible” and “assess the situation on
the ground first-hand.”
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Armenian National Airlines to Start Flights
From Spring 2022

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Na-
tional Airlines will start flights in spring
2022, former Deputy Prime Minister
Tigran Avinyan informs.

On December 10, Armenia's State
Register officially registered Arme-
nian National Airlines CJSC, the
country’s new air carrier that will
operate as Fly Arna.

Fly Arna, a joint venture of the
Armenian National Interests Fund
(ANIF) and Air Arabia, will operate as
a low-cost passenger airline based in
Yerevan's Zvartnots International Air-
port.

An announcement of the joint
venture was made on July 14, 2021,
following a signing ceremony and a
press conference held at Yerevan’s
Zvartnots International Airport attended
by Armenian Deputy PM Tigran

Avinyan and Air Arabia Chairman
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Mohammed Al
Thani.

The name was chosen by the
jointventure’s board of directors from
more than 500 proposals received
from participants of the ‘Name the
Airline’ contest. The word ‘Arna’ is
derived from 'AR'menian 'N'ational
'Alirlines.

This past October, the Armenian
government decided to increase the
charter capital of the Armenian Na-
tional Interests Fund (ANIF) by 4.733
million AMD to pay for shares in the
Armenia-Air Arabia joint venture to
create an air carrier for Armenia.

According to Armenia’s State
Register (ASR), the authorized capital
of Armenian National Airlines CJSC is
4,830,330,000 drams.

Hard Rock Cafe Announces
Opening in Armenia

YEREVAN -- Hard Rock® an-
nounces the opening of the brand’s first
Hard Rock Cafe in Armenia. Hard Rock
Cafe Yerevan will be setting foot into
down town to Armenian capital in 2022.

Yerevan is over 2800 years old,
and with its remarkable cultural and
historical heritage the city is also a
fresh international center for IT solu-
tions, a progressive and multicultural
capital on the crossroads of Europe
and Asia, the East and the West.

Hard Rock Cafe Yerevan is lo-
cated in the historical and touristic
center of the city: The Republic Square
with the History Museum, Govern-
ment buildings and many hotels, as
well as Northern Avenue — a chic
promenade with multiple shops, cock-
tail bars and clubs — are just a few
minutes away. This contemporary res-
taurant and bar is the first of its kind to
have a flair of modern interior design
featuring a classy, sleek and unclut-
tered set up with Instagram-worthy
spots for fans.

New Hard Rock Cafe Yerevan
will be located on Pushkin street, 3-1.
The 1000-square meter outlet accom-
modates up to 290 guests, which con-
sists of both indoor and outdoor dining
spaces across two floors and a stage
for live entertainment. The upper floor
holds the indoor area and the rock
shop. Local guests and visitors to
Yerevan can enjoy the one-of-a-kind
live music and entertainment from the
indoor dining space located on the
lower ground floor of the cafe. The
highlight of the cafe, is building re-

YEREVAN

nowned not only for its unique archi-
tecture and location, but also for its
history.

Guests at the Hard Rock Cafe
Yerevan get to take a walk through the
memorabilia walls, of which displays a
series of iconic memorabilia from leg-
endary musicians around the globe.
Over the years, the memorabilia has
become a signature feature of Hard
Rock Cafes celebrating unique pieces
donated by or bought from popular
rock stars from different eras.

At Hard Rock Cafe Yerevan,
guests are provided with a selection
of authentic flavors with the fresh-
est high-quality ingredients from
Hard Rock’s menu, featuring the
Original Legendary® Burger from
the Signature Steak Burgers series,
mouthwatering Specialty Entrees,
Bar Bites, selection of salads, sand-
wiches and desserts. The cafe also
offers a variety of beverages, from
draft beers & wines, handcrafted
cocktails including Hard Rock’s sig-
nature Hurricane Cocktail to Alter-
native Rock alcohol-free selections.

December 18, 2021

Works of Armenian-Egyptian Photographer
Van Léo on Display in Cairo

CAIRO -- The unique world of
the late Cairo-based Armenian-Egyp-
tian photographer Van Léo is captured
in an exhibition which continues until
22 February 2022, Ahram Online re-
ports.

The exhibition takes a special
approach to the presentation of its
hero, as it takes visitors to his studio
reproduced in the Future Gallery’s hall
at the AUC Tahrir campus, author
Dina Kabil writes.

The viewer has an opportunity to
explore lifeand work of Van Léo (1921-
2002), while uncovering the place
where the photographer took the shots
of the intellectual elite of movie stars,
those of the nightlife of Cairo theaters
and cabarets, anonymous ordinary
people, and foreigners living in cos-
mopolitan Cairo after World War II
and until the 1990s.

In fact, the American University
in Cairo (AUC) has this whole treasure
of thousands of photos in its posses-
sion. In 1998, encouraged by his friend,
Professor Barry Iverson, Van Léo be-
queathed his entire fortune in photo-
graphs, his entire studio, to the AUC
where his friend was teaching.

“I wanted to recreate his studio
in the city center where he had always
lived,” explains Ola Seif, exhibition
curator and director of the photo li-
brary and cinema collection at AUC.

A reproduction of the studio has
been carefully planned by the AUC
Rare Books Library and Special Col-
lections Managers.

On the left is the art-deco style
office where Van Léo was already
photographed and where he stored his

negatives and photos on the shelves.
Further on, the platform on which his
clients came to pose.

This preamble to the world of
Van Léo is obvious through two very
significant photos; the first shows the
artist at the top of the pyramid of Giza
and the second, a landscape of the
famous place Tahrir in the 1940s. Both
refer to this Armenian from Egypt
belonging to the country and under-
scoring his special attachment to Cairo,
and its city centre in particular.

It was in Cairo that the young
Léo van Boyadijian settled in 1927,
fleeing the Armenian genocide in the
Ottoman Empire. He worked at Studio
Venus, then in the family house where
he remained close to his brother
Angelo. In 1941, the latter left for
Paris, and Van Léo founded a new
studio which witnessed years of glory
and downfall of an entire city.

Known for his indisputable por-
traits, Van Léo is distinguished by the
series of inventive self-portraits which
reflect his depths, his inner self. As for
the portraits, he captured numerous
national figures of the time such as
Taha Hussein and Doria Shafik. He
also managed to capture the unknown
side of big cinema stars such as like
Omar Sharif, Rouchdi Abaza, Faten
Hamama or Samia Gamal. In each
photograph, we feel there is a unique
friendship between Van Leo and ob-
jects of his works.

The viewers can explore the irre-
placeable world of Van Leo at the
Future Gallery, American University in
Cairo, Tahrir Campus, until 22 Febru-
ary 2022.

Ardem Patapoutian Receives Nobel Prize

Continued frompage 1

Nancy Hong, “Happy birthday ... And
I think I’ve won the Nobel Prize.” He
later baked her a birthday cake.

Since then Patapoutian, an ener-
getic, garrulous man, has been flooded
with speaking requests from around
the world — something that happens
to all people who win the world’s
highest science prize.

He and Julius discovered cell
receptors that make it possible for
people to sense heat, cold, pain, touch
and sound. The work is important in
drug development, especially at places
like Scripps Research, which works

closely with pharmaceutical compa-
nies to turn its discoveries into new
therapeutics.

Patapoutian told the Union-Tri-
bune in October, “I came here with
very little money and hardly spoke the
language. l worked in a lab and just fell
in love with doing research. Ever since
then, this has been my life and joy.”

He was equally joyful Wednes-
day a couple of hours before receiving
his medal, telling the Union-Tribune,
“We couldn’t go to Stockholm. But
this is fantastic. There are four laure-
ates from the West Coast and we’re
able to get together to have discus-
sions about science. It is wonderful.”
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SAS Participates in the Annual Conferences
of MESA and ASEEES

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS) sponsored two panels at the
55" Annual Conference of Middle East
Studies Association (MESA) and one
panel during the 53 Annual Conven-
tion of the Association for Slavic, East
European, & Eurasian Studies
(ASEEES). Panels held during the
MESA conference included, “Early
Modern Mobilities: People, Animals,
and Objects within and beyond the
Ottoman Empire,” followed by, “Fault
Lines and Fractures in the 2020
Artsakh/Nagorno Karabakh War.” The
ASEEES conference included, “His-
tory, Politics, and Memory: The South
Caucasus from the Romanovs and
Ottomans to the Putin-Erdogan Era.”
All panels were held virtually this year
within the same week, which began
from November 30th and culminated
on December 2,

The first panel held during the
MESA conference, “Early Modern
Mobilities: People, Animals, and Ob-
jects within and beyond the Ottoman

Empire,” took place the morning of
Tuesday, November 30, and was or-
ganized by Daniel Ohanian (UCLA)
and chaired by Natalia E. Rothman
(University of Toronto). The panel
focused on various forms of mobility
during the 17" and 18" centuries, draw-
ing attention to the ways in which
movement connected the lives of those
who lived within that period.

The first paper, “Genres in Tran-
sit: Movement of Geographical Forms
in the Early Modern Ottoman Empire,”
by Isin Taylan (Yale University), traced
continuity and change in geographical
knowledge over 200 years. The pa-
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pers, “The Empire Comes to Town:
Towards a Social History of Sultan
Mehmed IV’s (r. 1648—87) Extended
Residence in Ottoman Yeni®chir, 1668-
69" by Arlen Wiesenthal (University of
Chicago) and “Printing Pilgrimage:
Replication and Imagination between
Tokat and Jerusalem” by Erin Pinon
(Princeton University), focused on
subjects in the 1600s. The last paper,
“Mobility, Captivity, and Autobiogra-
phy: The Tribulations of Bishop
Awetik’, 1706-1711,” delivered by
Ohanian, reflected on mobility and
captivity around 1700.

The second panel within the

MESA conference, “Fault Lines and
Fractures in the 2020 Artsakh/Nagorno
Karabakh War,” was organized and
chaired by Sossie Kasbarian (Univer-
sity of Stirling), which began the fol-
lowing Thursday, December 2. This
interdisciplinary round table aimed to
address the representation of the 2020
war in Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh and
the failure of scholars within Middle
East Studies to engage with it. Partici-
pants joining the discussion included,

EU’s Michel Hosts Talks Between

Continued from page 1

“It was agreed to proceed with
the restoration of railway lines, with
appropriate arrangements for border
and customs controls, based on the
principle of reciprocity,” he said, indi-
cating the EU’s readiness to finance
that work.

Pashinyan confirmed that he and
Aliyev “reaffirmed the agreements to
relaunch the railways.” Armenia and
Azerbaijan will retain full control over
railways passing through their terri-
tory, he said in a Facebook post.

Neither Michel nor Pashinyan
mentioned other transport links and, in
particular, a road that would connect
Azerbaijan to its Nakhichevan exclave
via Armenia.

Speaking in Brussels earlier on
Tuesday, Aliyev said people and cargo
passing through that “Zangezur corri-
dor” must be exempt from Armenian
border controls. Pashinyan rejected
the demand shortly before the trilateral
meeting, saying that it runs counter to
understandings reached by them with
Russian mediation.

Michel stressed the importance
of'establishing transport links between
Armenia and Azerbaijan “while fully
respecting the sovereignty of all coun-
tries.”

He said he also urged the two
sides to “work towards de-escalation”
and resolve “all outstanding humani-
tarian issues,” including the release of
more Armenian soldiers held in
Azerbaijan.

Elyse Semerdjian (Whitman College),
Bedross Der Matossian (University of
Nebraska-Lincoln), Rachel Goshgarian
(Lafayette College), Tamar Shirinian
(University of Tennessee, Knoxville),
and Kevork Oskanian (University of
Birmingham).

The first speaker was SAS Presi-
dent Bedross Der Matossian who ar-
gued that all aspects of the war were
manifestations of transformations that
took place in the Middle East since the
Arab Spring. He contended that there
is a direct connection between the
Middle East and the Caucasus.” In
examining the disengagement of Middle
Eastern scholars, Der Matossian
added, “The reluctance of Middle East-
ern scholars to take a stance on the
struggle for self-determination of Ar-
menians of Artsakh is the result of
ignorance and ambivalence or viewing
the Armenians of Artsakh as an occu-
pying entity.”

Professor of Islamic World/
Middle Eastern history at Whitman
College, Elyse Semerdjian, discussed
the shared history of the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) and the
Caucasus to highlight why the region
of Nagorno Karabakh/Artsakh should
matter to scholars of the Middle East.
Semerdjian’s discussion served as a
call for researchers to, “decolonize
both regional fields of study and in-
stead consider how they are linked
through global militarization, the
struggles and setbacks for democ-
racy, ethnic cleansing, transnational
militants/mercenaries, oligarchy, and
a particular brand of authoritarianism
that exists in both spaces...”

In discussing how an individual
or collective imagines contemporary
identities, Rachel Goshgarian, exam-
ined the trickle-down effects of the
absence of Armenian history within
the Republic of Turkey. Goshgarian’s
paperanalyzed, “how these lenses could
impactindividual and collective politi-
cal responses to military aggression
against Armenians that has been ex-
plained by many politicians as rooted
in issues related to identity, in a region
at the crossroads of the Ottoman,
Qajar, Russian and Soviet postcolonial
worlds.”

Further adding to the discussion,
Tamar Shirinian, reflected on the main
objects of studies that inform Arme-
nian studies. Shirinian delved deeper to
explore, “the main conceptual frame-
works that have been brought to bear
on “Armenia” and how these may be
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speaking to the larger field of Middle
East Studies in particular ways and
failing to take into consideration other
objects — objects improper to a line of
questioning within and outside of Ar-
menian Studies.”

In closing, Kevork Oskanian an
Honorary Research Fellow at the Uni-
versity of Birmingham, examined the
ability for subjects to speak and be
heard within Western-dominated hier-
archical international orders.excused
one side over the other.”

In addition, the Society for Ar-
menian Studies sponsored the ASEEES
panel, “History, Politics, and Memory:
The South Caucasus from the
Romanovs and Ottomans to the Putin-

Erdogan Era,” organized by Asya
Darbinyan (Northern Arizona Univer-
sity) and chaired by Stephen Badalyan
Riegg (College of Liberal Arts at Texas
A&M University). The panel looked to
the past and present when examining
the intersectionality of politics, his-
tory, and memory in the South
Caucasus. Papers included, “Violent
Memories: The Entangled Histories of
Bolsheviks and Kemalists in the South
Caucasus,” by Ani Ohanian (Clark
University) and “Between Moscow and
Ankara: Anastas Mikoyan and Arme-
nian National Narratives during the
Thaw, 1954-1964” by Pietro Shakarian
(American University of Armenia).

Organizer and discussant, Asya
Darbinyan, analyzed the Russian
Empire’s response towards the evacu-
ation of Armenian refugees in her pa-
per, “’Deceived’ or ‘Saved?’: Russian
Authorities and the Ottoman-Arme-
nian Refugees in the Caucasus during
the First World War.” Additionally,
Darbinyan examined the sentiment of
deception and abandonment by ex-
ploring the experiences of those dis-
placed at the Caucasus front.

Turkey, Armenia to Appoint Envoys

Continued frompage 1

country’s border with landlocked Ar-
menia, a senior Turkish official previ-
ously told Bloomberg. Turkey closed
its border with Armenia in 1993 to
protest Armenia’s war with Azerbaijan
at the time, which ended a year later.

Turkey hopes that taking steps to
normalize ties with Armenia will help
Ankara improve its strained relations
with Washington over its purchase of
Russia air defenses.

Meanwhile, Russian Foreign Min-
istry Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
said back in September that Moscow
was ready to continue its efforts to
help Ankara and Yerevan improve their

relations and saw positive signals from
the sides. According to Zakharova,
normalizing relations between these
countries would promote peace, sta-
bility and prosperity in the region.

Eduard Aghajanian, the chairman
ofthe Armenian parliament committee
on foreign relations, said on Tuesday
that the two sides announced plans for
normalization talks as a result of a
“process that started at some point.”
He shed no light on that process.

“This doesn’t mean that Armenia
is renouncing its key national inter-
ests,” Aghajanian told reporters. “We
believe that it is in Armenia’s interests
to establish diplomatic relations with
Turkey.”
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