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funtptiwG Gnp uwhdwlwthwynid-
GGp nL funsplnnuinGtp nGGnyY pGun-
nnnGGpnLlG weebic: Uyu GpYynt oph-
Gwqghébpnt Jwibpwgniip dwfun-
ngwr AGdnypww optlGunhnpGh-
pnt 0hobic Swqwé Gtpphl whhw-
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nLwobbp wyu dwfunnnipbwl hw-
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GwfuwqwhhG:
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Normalization of Relations with Turkey Will Have Positive
Impact on Armenia’s Economy - PM Pashinyan

YEREVAN -- The first round of
talks between Armenia and Turkey
was actually an opening stage, where
the parties get acquainted with each
other, hold discussions on technical
issues and an atmosphere is being
shaped, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan

said during an online press conference
on Monday.

“The fact that the parties stated
after the meeting that they have agreed
to continue the discussions without
preconditions essentially diffuses the
tension and negative atmosphere

FBI Raid Rep. Henry Cuellar’s Home and

Campaign Office Tied to Azerbaijan Probe
ACA Urges Members of Congress to Resign from
the Congressional Azerbaijan Caucus

Rep. Henry Cuellar meeting with Ambassador of Azerbaijan Elin Suleymanov

LAREDO, TX -- The Federal
Bureau of Investigation said in a state-
ment Wednesday evening that it is
doing a "court-authorized" search of
the Texas home and campaign office
of Rep. Henry Cuellar, a moderate
Democrat.

The FBI sweep this week was a
part of a larger investigation into ties
between the former Soviet republic of
Azerbaijan and multiple US business-
men, according to a new report.

A source familiar with the matter
told ABC News that a federal grand
jury had been convened in Washington
to hear evidence stemming from the
investigation.

It is unclear whether Cuellar is a
target of the probe.

The FBI was seen searching the
congressman’s home and campaign

office in Laredo on Wednesday. The
bureau later confirmed that agents had
conducted the “court-authorized” op-
eration.

It was notimmediately clear what
authorities were specifically searching
for. However, agents were seen taking
photographs of trucks parked in front
of Cuellar’s home while cases and
other items were observed being taken
from the house.

The 66-year-old lawmaker’s of-
fice has confirmed that he will “fully
cooperate in any investigation.”

“He is committed to ensuring
that justice and the law are upheld,” a
statement read.

Cuellar, who has represented
Texas’ 28th District since 2005, serves

Continued on page4

around the process,” he noted.

Asked whether diplomatic rela-
tions could be established this year,
PM Pashinyan said he cannot make
predictions, “because it does not de-
pend on us only.”

“It will be very logical if we
achieve these goals — establishment of
diplomatic relations and opening of
borders. There is a lot of analysis, the
process is in the focus of attention of
the international community,” he said,
adding that “if the process drags out
without concrete results, it will turn
into something usual, which both the
parties and the international commu-
nity will lose the interest in.”

According to him, The growth in
the Armenian-Turkish trade turnover
will have a positive impact on
Armenia’s economy, saying also it is
necessary to develop a policy that will
boost Armenian exports.

"If we want to have a serious
economy, relying on the domestic mar-
ketisnotthe way to develop it. We need
export markets. And if our potential
export markets are closed and we also
close our market in response, Armenia
will not benefit from that," he said.

“I think the main question is as

Continued onpage3

Armenian President
Armen Sarkissian
Resigns

YEREVAN -- President Armen
Sarkissian unexpectedly announced his
resignation on Sunday, saying that his
largely ceremonial powers have pre-
vented him from influencing govern-
ment policies and confronting chal-
lenges facing Armenia.

Sarkissian also complained about
verbal attacks from “various political fac-
tions” which he said have targeted him
and members of his family during his
tenure. He did not name those detractors.

“After very long deliberations and
four years of active work, I have
decided to resign from the post of the
president of the republic,” Sarkisian
said in a statement. “This decision is
not emotional at all, and it follows
certain logic.”

“The president does not have the
necessary tools to influence the radical
processes of domestic and foreign
policy in these difficult times for the
country and the nation,” added the
statement.

Inparticular, the 68-year-old head
of state pointed to his inability to veto
bills passed by the parliament or “influ-

Continued on page 4

President of the National Assembly Alen
Simonyan Meets with Speaker Nancy Pelosi

WASHINGTON, DC -- On Janu-
ary 19, the President of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Armenia
Alen Simonyan met with the Speaker
of the U.S House of Representatives
Nancy Pelosi.

At the meeting Alen Simonyan
presented the consistent progress of
the Republic Armenia made towards
strengthening democratic institutions
and rule of law since the 2018 Velvet
Revolution. He underlined the efforts
made by the authorities of Armeniaand
the parliament in combating corrup-
tion aimed at consistently improving
transparency and accountability, as
well as underscored the role of free
and fair elections in ensuring the irre-
versibility of reforms.

Alen Simonyan drew his
colleague’s attention to the fact that
from 2018 to 2021, Armenia has im-
proved its Transparency International
Corruption Perception Index from 35
to 49 and by the Freedom House as-
sessment, the Global Freedom Score
has registered positive growth - from
45 to 53. The sides have reiterated that
democracy is one of the major pillars
for Armenia-U.S. cooperation.

Alen Simonyan presented a se-
ries of legislative reforms of Armenia
in the concrete spheres.

The President of the National
Assembly informed his colleague about
the current phase of the Nagorno

Continued onpage3
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Transparency International Corruption Index
“Armenia is an Example of Success”
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YEREVAN — Varuzhan
Hoktanyan, Project Director at the
Transparency International Anticor-
ruption Center in Yerevan, told a news
conference today that according to the
2021 Corruption Perception Index
(CPI) released by the Transparency
International, Armenia’s CPI did not
change remaining at standstill with 49
points (the higher the score, the lower
the perception of corruption).

The report says that Armenia can
be considered an “example of suc-
cess” over the past five years in terms
of the Corruption Perceptions Index.
Armenia has improved 14 points since
2017, bringing the total to 49.

Civil liberties have been strength-
ened in Armenia, paving the way for
more sustainable civic engagement and
accountability.

Armenia ranks, together with
Greece, Jordan and Namibia, 58th out
of 180 countries and territories evalu-
ated in the Berlin-based watchdog’s
2021 Corruption Perception Index
(CPI) presented on Tuesday. The
watchdog kept the score, which is
above the global average of 43, un-
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changed in the latest survey.

“Followingthe 2018 Velvet Revo-
lution, Armenia initially made both sig-
nificant democratic improvements and
positive strides against corruption,
climbing 15 points on the CPI over the
last decade,” it said in a report. “But
despite progress, in 2021 promised
anti-corruption and judicial reforms
stalled in the wake of the political and
economic crisis triggered by the pan-
demic and renewed conflict in the
Nagorno-Karabakh region.”

Armenia was 105th in the
rankings three years ago. A Transpar-
ency International report released in
January 2021 hailed “steady and posi-
tive improvements in anti-corruption”
achieved there since the 2018 regime
change.

Other countries in the region are
placed as follows: Georgia is 45th,
Turkey — 96th, Azerbaijan 128th, Iran
— 150th.

Armenia’s partners in the Eur-
asian Economic Union Russia and
Kazakhstan are ranked 136th and 102nd
respectively, Belarus is 82nd,
Kyrgyzstan is 144th.

Armenia to Provide Artsakh with $300 Million
F1nanc1al Support In 2022

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and Artsakh
(Nagorno-Karabakh) President Araik
Harutyunyan met today in Yerevan to
address social and infrastructure prob-
lems in Artsakh, the press service of
the Armenian prime minister reported.

“After the 44-day war (in 2020
autumn), the Armenian government
has been much more active in assisting
Artsakh to resolve its social and eco-
nomic problems,” Pashinyan was
quoted as saying.

He added that the annual budget
of Artsakh for 2022 is unprecedented,
‘which, in principle, is natural, be-
cause the post-war reconstruction, first
of all, is very important”.

”Of course, it will require a lot of
effort from us. And I think this is
normal,” Pashinyan said.

He said that in 2022 the Arme-
nian government will provide Artsakh
with a budget support of about 144
billion drams (about $300 million),
up from more than 100 billion drams,

January 29, 2022

Armenian Parliament Elects Kristine
Grigoryan as New Human Rights Defender

YEREVAN-—The Armenian par-
liament voted to appoint on Monday
Kristine Grigoryan as the country’s
new human rights defender.

The 40-year-old lawyer was
nominated for the post by Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan’s Civil Contract
party. She was backed by 68 members
of the 107-seat National Assembly.
She will formally take over as
ombudswoman on February 24.
Grigoryan served as a deputy justice
minister justice until January 20. She
had held other senior positions in the
Armenian Ministry of Justice from
2015-2018.

Speaking in the parliament on
Friday, Grigoryan said that the office
of the human rights defender “must
not be perceived as a body alienated
from the state and fighting against the

state.” She said that if elected she will
strive to “correct these misconcep-
tions.”

Grigoryan will replace Arman
Tatoyan whose term in office expires
in February 2022. The ruling party
explained that it did not re-nominate
Tatoyan due to a Venice Commission
recommendation, according to which
after serving one term in office human
rights defenders should not be re-
elected not to harm the independence
of the institution.

Kristine Grigoryan was born in
1981 in the town of Sevan. She served
as anational human rights expert at the
Council of Europe from 2016-2017. In
July 2019, she was appointed as
Armenia’s Deputy Minister of Jus-
tice.-

Armenian FM Invited to Attend Antalya
Diplomacy Forum in Turkey

YEREVAN -Turkish Foreign Min-
ister Mevlut Cavusoglu has invited his
Armenian counterpart Ararat Mirzoyan
to attend an international conference
that will be held in Turkey in March.

The Antalya Diplomacy Forum
organized by the Turkish government
will bring together politicians, diplo-
mats and experts from around the
world for three-day discussions on
international security.

“The foreign ministers of 39
countries have already confirmed their
participation,” Cavusoglu said on
Wednesday.

“We have also invited neighbor-
ing countries: Armenia, Greece, Greek
Cyprus, Israel and Egypt,” he added,
listing nations with which Turkey has
strained relations.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
on Thursday confirmed that Mirzoyan
has received an invitation from An-

kara. He has not yet decided whether
to participate in the forum, said minis-
try spokesman Vahan Hunanyan.

“Foreign Minister of Armenia
Ararat Mirzoyan has received and con-
tinues receiving invitations to partici-
pate in different events, including the
Antalya Diplomacy Forum this year,”
Hunanyan said.

“The Foreign Ministry of Arme-
nia is discussing the appropriateness
of the minister’s participation in the
aforementioned events in accordance
with the respective procedures. The
public will be properly informed about
the decisions made,” the Spokesper-
son said.

Cavusoglurevealed the invitation
to Mirzoyan less than a week after
special envoys of Armenia and Turkey
held the first round of negotiations on
normalizing relations between the two
neighboring states.

provided in 2021.

Artsakh President Araik
Harutyunyan, in turn, said that
300 apartments have already been
built and handed over mainly to
the families of displaced persons.

He said the construction of an-
other 3000 houses has also begun. The
authorities have also repaired about
500 apartments and the design of about
another 2000 apartments is already
underway.

“The Badara-Stepanakert pipe-

line is already under construction,
which will solve not only the drink-
ing water problem in the capital
Stepanakert, but also in the new
settlements under construction, some
of which are in the vicinity of
Stepanakert. At the same time, the
construction of Badara water reser-
voir has already started. Work on the
Sovetar canal, which will provide an
additional 3,000 hectares of land for
irrigation, is nearing completion,”
Harutyunyan said.
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Congressmen Adam Schiff and Brad Sherman
Awarded State Order of Armenia

WASHINGTON, D.C — Yester-
day January 19, on the 30th anniver-
sary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the United States
and the Republic of Armenia, Con-
gressmen Adam Schiff and Brad
Sherman were among those awarded
the State Order of the Republic of
Armenia for their roles in strength-
ening ties between the two coun-
tries.

“Working on behalf of my Arme-
nian American constituents and deep-
ening the partnership between our com-
munities at home and abroad is one of
my most important missions in Con-
gress, and it is remarkable how far we
have come over the past three de-
cades,” said Schiff. “I am humbled by

this tremendous honor, and I look
forward to continuing the important
work of strengthening diplomatic ties
between our nations.”

“l was honored to receive
Armenia’s State Order medal from
Armenian Ambassador to the U.S.
Lilit Makunts and President of the
Armenian National Assembly Alen
Simonyan,” Rep. Sherman said on
Twitter.

“The State Order medal com-
memorates the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between Armenia and
the United States; it was awarded to
me by the decree of Armenian Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian for my efforts
to strengthen the U.S.-Armenia rela-
tionship,” he added.

Saudi Arabia and Armenia Hold Joint
Cultural Program at Expo 2020 Dubai

DUBAI — The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabiawelcomes Armenia: with thistitle
in Armenian, English and Arabic, the
visitors of the Expo 2020 Dubai were
welcome at the Saudi Arabia’s pavilion.

On January 20, Armenia and
Saudi Arabia held ajoint cultural event
on the sidelines of the Expo 2020
Dubai. The proposal to hold a joint
concert was made by the Armenian
pavilion, and the concert took place in
the pavilion of Saudi Arabia which is
the biggest and the most visited during
the Expo.

Director of the Armenian pavil-
ion at the Expo 2020 Dubai Lilit
Hakobyan told Armenpress that the
pavilion of Saudi Arabia approved with
pleasure Armenia’s offer to hold ajoint
concert program.

“First of all, I would like to note
that a new page is opening for the two
countries. President of Armenia Armen
Sarkissian visited Saudi Arabia last
year in October. And so, the Expo
2020 Dubai is a wonderful opportunity

to show the connection between our
countries by using the cultural poten-
tial of the two nations”, she said.

From Armenia, composer Mihran
Gurunian performed at the concert
together with vocalists of “Shushiki
Band”, and from Saudi Arabia — the
Saudi Folk Group.

“Our musical traditions have rich
roots which serve as an inspiring
source. It was especially important to
show how music unites us all. Eventu-
ally, we wanted to support the main
idea of the Expo 2020 Dubai — Con-
necting Minds, Creating the Future”,
Lilit Hakobyan said.

She said that the concert has
appeared under the spotlight of the
Expo visitors.

The Expo 2020 Dubai global in-
ternational exhibition launched in the
United Arab Emirates on October 1,
2021. 192 countries, including Arme-
nia, are participating in the exhibition.
Days of Armenia will take place on the
sidelines of the Expo on January 30.
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Ditroit Pistons Assistant Coach Rex
Kalamian to Head Armenian National Team

Detroit Pistons assistant coach
Rex Kalamian has been named the new
head coach of the Armenian national
team. Kalamian will continue his duties
with the Pistons and will coach the
Armenian National team during the
offseason.

The first-year Pistons assistant
has gotten some experience in the lead
chair over the course of this season.
He has filled in for head coach Dwane
Casey on a few occasions so far. He
picked up his first win as a head coach
when the Pistons downed the Utah
Jazz 126-116 on Jan. 3.

Kalamian has been an NBA assis-
tant for 25 years, including stops with
the Denver Nuggets, Minnesota
Timberwolves, Oklahoma City Thun-
der, Los Angeles Clippers, Sacramento
Kings and Toronto Raptors.

Kalamian’s grandmother escaped
the Aremenian genocide as a teenager

and came to the United States. Both his
parents are Bronx-born Armenian-
Americans.

Kalamian will lead Armenia's Na-
tional Team in the European small
nations tournamnet which will be held
in Malta June 28 to July 3, 2022.

Normalization of Relations with Turkey

Continued frompage 1

follows: are Armenia and Turkey sin-
cerely interested in normalizing rela-
tions without preconditions?” PM
Pashinyan said.

He reiterated the sincerity of the
Armenian government, and noted that
all previous governments have had the
same stance and have been sincere in
their position.

Answering a question about sud-
den resignation of President Armen
Sarkissian, Pashinian said that
Armenia’s parliament controlled by his
Civil Contract party should electanew
president of the republic who will be in
sync with his administration.

Pashinyan said that Sarkissian

phoned him and informed him about
the surprise decision just a few hours
before announcing it. He said he “took
note” of it and will not comment on the
reason for the resignation given by the
head of state.

Pashinyan said that he and his
political team have not yet discussed
potential candidates for the job. He
indicated that they will pick a figure
loyal to them.

“I think that we must go for a
solution that will ensure political har-
mony between the president, the gov-
ernment and the parliament majority,
especially now that we are faced with
very serious challenges,” he told a
virtual news conference aired by Ar-
menian Public Television.

President of the National Assembly

Continued frompage 1

Karabakh conflict and the situation in
the region after the 44-day war. He
reaffirmed the readiness of Armenia to
work for establishing long-lasting peace
and stability in the region. He has
stressed that the Azerbaijani authori-
ties keep openly threatening the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Armenia and continue the
encroachments against its territory.
The sides have agreed that the final
settlement of the Nagorno Karabakh
conflict can be reached only through
peaceful negotiations — under the aus-
pice of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairmanship. Issues on urgent re-
lease of Armenian prisoners of war by
Azerbaijan, as well as the opening of all
communication lines in the region were
also discussed.

The interlocutors referred to the
strengthening of Armenia-U.S. inter-
parliamentary relations and outlined
expanding the cooperation in that di-
rection. In this regard, the President of
the National Assembly has highly val-
ued the activity of the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues, which
has bipartisan support and plays a key
role in cementing these relations. Alen
Simonyan expressed his gratitude to
the Speaker Pelosi and all her col-

leagues for their valuable contribution
in the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide and the adoption of the rel-
evant resolution.

Atthe meeting the Order of Honor
was handed to the Speaker of the U.S
House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi
on the 30th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween the Republic of Armenia and the
United States of America for the sig-
nificant contribution in strengthening
and developing the Armenian-Ameri-
can friendly relations.

The delegation led by Speaker of
the Armenian National Assembly Alen
Simonyan met with the Chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee of
the US House of Representatives Gre-
gory W. Meeks, Reps. Brad Sherman
and Chris Smith.

Issues related to the 44-day war
and its consequences were discussed
during the meeting. At the request of
American colleagues, Alen Simonyan
touched upon the issues of Armenia’s
border security, the solution of post-
war humanitarian issues and the repa-
triation of captives held in Azerbaijan.

The Congressmen stated that the
US House of Representatives is deeply
concerned about the fate of the prison-
ers of war and believes that they should
be repatriated immediately
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Armenian American Museum Announces
Legacy Gala on March 27!

LEGACY

Sunday, March 27, 2022
JW Marriott Los Angeles L.A. LIVE

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has announced that
the signature event of the year, the
Legacy Gala, will be held on Sunday,
March 27,2022 at the JW Marriott Los
Angeles L.A. LIVE.

The Legacy Gala will mark the
next exciting chapter of the Armenian
American Museum as the community
celebrates the historic groundbreaking
and commencement of construction on
the highly anticipated cultural and edu-
cational center. The event will pay trib-
ute to the visionary benefactors and
supporters who are building a legacy of
education, preservation, and cultural
enrichment for generations to come.

“The Board of Trustees and Board
of Governors of the Armenian Ameri-
can Museum cordially invite the com-
munity to join us for an evening of
celebration at the Legacy Gala,” stated
Executive Chairman Berdj Karapetian.

“We look forward to welcoming friends
and supporters of the museum as we
reflect on the historic groundbreaking
year and look forward to the remark-
able year ahead.”

The Armenian American Museum
is a world class educational and cul-
tural institution that is currently under
construction in the museum campus at
Glendale Central Park. The museum
will offer a wide range of public pro-
gramming through the Permanent Ex-
hibition, Temporary Exhibitions, Au-
ditorium, Learning Center, Demon-
stration Kitchen, Archives Center, and
more. The museum celebrated its his-
toric groundbreaking and commenced
construction on the project in Summer
2021.

The event will adhere to public
health guidelines coordinated with the
Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health and JW Marriott Los
Angeles L.A. LIVE.

Vachik Mangassarian, Veteran Character
Actor, Dies at 78

LOS ANGELES (Hollywood Re-
porter) -- Vachik Mangassarian, an
Armenian actor known for his TV
roles on CSI: Crime Scene Investiga-
tion, NCIS, Curb Your Enthusiasm
and Agents of S.H.I.LE.L.D, has died.
He was 78.

Mangassarian died in Burbank
from COVID-19-related complications,
his manager, Valerie McCaffrey of
McCaffrey Talent Management, told
The Hollywood Reporter.

Born in Iran of Armenian de-
scent, he emigrated to the U.S. at age
23 and worked as a waiter in Los
Angeles as he set his eyes on a career
in Hollywood.

Besides doing theater work, he
had early roles in Iranian movies be-
fore landing his first American film
role in The South’s Shark in 1978.

Mangassarian played the role of a fa-
ther in The Stoning of Soraya M,
which starred Jim Caviezel and por-
trayed the stoning of an Iranian woman.

He also appeared in the movie
Lost and Found in Armenia, which
starred Angela Sharafyan and Jamie
Kennedy in an landmark collaboration
between Armenian and American ac-
tors.

Mangassarian most recently
completed a supporting role in Paul
Weitz’s new film Moving On, starring
Lily Tomlin and Jane Fonda.

As a supporter of the Armenian
community, he anchored his own radio
and a TV show, The Armenian National
Network, for 10 years as he and guests
discussed politics, film and art.

Survivors include his sisters,
Linda Lalaian and Elda Hacopian.
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ARPI BARSAM
Born: April 10, 1948 Passed away: January 17, 2022

Arpi Barsam, beloved wife of Robert Barsam, loving mother of three, and
grandmother to seven passed away unexpectedly in her home on Monday,
January 17, 2022 at 8:40 pm.

She is survived by her husband Robert Barsam, daughter and son-in-law,
Tina and William Fuentes, son and daughter-in-law Raffi and Hasmig Barsam,
daughter and son-in-law Helena and John Tokatlian, grandchildren, Jake and
Anthony Tokatlian, Ariana, Alina, and Amelie Barsam, and Sarine and Sevana
Fuentes. She is one of six children. Her siblings are Elise Jevardian and husband
Greg (deceased), Rev. Father Jiyrar Tashjian, Kevork Tashjian (deceased) and
his wife Shoghig, Khachig Tashjian and his wife Hilda, and Lena Beylerian and
her husband Nurel. Her sister-in- laws Silva (deceased) and Gizelle. As well as

Angeles, CA 90056.

a host of loving nieces and nephews and their children.
Friends wishing to honor Arpi in lieu of flowers, can make donations to
St. James Armenian Apostolic Church located at 4950 W. Slauson Avenue, Los

Funeral services will be held on Wednesday, February 23, 2022 at 2:30
pm at Forest Lawn Hollywood Hills, Church of the Hills (White Church), 6300
Forest Lawn Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068.

FBI Raid Rep. Henry Cuellar’s Home

Continued from page 1

as a co-chair of the bipartisan Con-
gressional Azerbaijan Caucus.

Over the years, Cuellar has met
multiple times with Elin Suleymanov,
Azerbaijan’s ambassador to the US, to
discuss various issues. He has also
repeatedly supported student trips to
the country.

On Thursday, The Armenian
Council of America has joined other
civic, humanitarian and cultural orga-
nizations in urging the following Con-
gressional Members to dissociate
themselves from the Congressional
Azerbaijan caucus:

“Itis no secret that the dictatorial
regime of Azerbaijan believes, through
its oil revenue, it can buy politicians
and silence journalists,” stated Arme-
nian Council of America Chairman Mr.
Sevak Khatchadorian. “It is long past
due that these Congressional Members
distance themselves from the Con-
gressional Azerbaijan Caucus which
advocates for an Azerbaijani regime
with a dismal human rights record and
is guilty of committing numerous war

crimes.”

Azerbaijan has in the past utilized
what it deems as Caviar Diplomacy. A
lobbying strategy of Azerbaijan, con-
sisting of costly invitations of foreign
politicians and employees of interna-
tional organizations to Azerbaijan at
the expense of Azerbaijan, including
gifting expensive presents given as “a
tribute” of loyalty to the Azerbaijani
regime. Various European politicians
have been found to have violated their
respective counties laws by accepting
gifts including money laundered
through a series of shell companies to
disguise their origin.

The dictatorial regime of
Azerbaijan maintains a rigid control,
severely curtailing freedoms of as-
sociation, expression, and assembly
throughout the country. In September
2020, Azerbaijan unleashed the large-
scale military aggression, as well as
extrajudicial executions of civilians, and
varying forms of international and hu-
man rights abuses, including the utiliza-
tion of cluster bombs and white phos-
phorus against the civilian inhabitants
of the Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh).

Armenian President Armen Sarkissian Resigns

Continued frompage 1

ence issues relating to war and peace.”
In that regard, he renewed his calls for
major amendments to the Armenian
constitution.

Sarkissian lived and worked in
London for nearly three decades prior
to becoming president in April 2018 as
Armenia completed its transition to a
parliamentary system of government
engineered by his predecessor, Serzh
Sarkisian. He was elected for a seven-

year term by the country’s former
parliament controlled by Serzh
Sarkisian’s political allies.

Armen Sarkissian was sworn in
just two weeks before Serzh Sarkisian
resigned as prime minister amid Nikol
Pashinyan-led mass protests sparked
by the ex-president’s attempt to pro-
long his decade-long rule.

Sarkissian announced his resig-
nation five days after going on what
his press office described as a “short
vacation.”
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