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PACE Report: Armenia Has Made Significant
Progress in the Development of Democracy

BRUSSELS — The Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope (PACE) adopted a resolution on
the Functioning of Democratic Insti-
tutions in Armenia, adopting all amend-
ments proposed by the Armenian del-
egation and rejecting the amendments
proposed by the Azerbaijani side, head
of Armenia’s delegation to PACE
Ruben Rubinyan informs.

During the discussion, the co-
rapporteurs and other speakers praised
the democratic path and reforms cho-
sen by Armenia.

The resolution mainly referred to
the achievements of the democratic
reform process in Armenia, future
steps, electoral reforms, the mecha-
nisms of checks-and-balances, judi-
cial reforms, the general political at-
mosphere in the country, the situation
ofthe media, as well as the strengthen-
ing of democratic culture in the politi-
cal field.

In general, the Assembly wel-
comes the fact that Armenia has suc-
cessfully emerged from the serious
political crisis triggered by the out-
come in the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict. The crisis was resolved with the
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early elections in June 2021, which
were organized in a democratic man-
ner, notwithstanding the highly polar-
ized environment.

The Assembly also welcomed the
pursuit of reforms, the launch of new
projects since the change of political
leadership in 2018 and the degree to
which Armenia has co-operated with
the Council of Europe, including at the
level of its parliamentary delegation.

The Assembly noted that the
recent conflict had a major impact on
Armenia, as described in its Resolu-
tion on “Humanitarian consequences
of the conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan / Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict.” In particular, it again expressed
its consternation at the number of
people killed from all sides and reiter-
ated its demand for the return of all
Armenian prisoners of war in accor-
dance with paragraph 8 of the Trilat-
eral Statement.

It also reaffirmed the importance
of cultural and religious heritage and
the urgent need to establish mecha-
nisms required for its protection and

Continued on page3

Azerbaijani Laundromat: UK Court orders
Azerbaijani Politician to Forfeit £5.6m

A multimillionaire Azerbaijani
politician and his family have been
ordered to hand over £5.6m o0,” UK’s
National Crime Agency informs.

Through the laundromat, money
would be moved via a complex net-
work of shell companies that operated
bank accounts in Estonia and Latvia, a
process known as layering. Some of
these transfers were accompanied by
documents, including invoices and
contracts, purporting to support legiti-
mate and very substantial business
transactions.

A judge on Monday ordered that
Javanshir Feyziyev and his family for-
feit £5.63m held in various bank ac-
counts after ruling the funds “arise
from criminal conduct” and “money
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laundering”.

The National Crime Agency
(NCA) said Feyziyev, a serving mem-
ber of the Azerbaijan parliament,
brought millions of pounds of illicit
wealth into the UK via the laundromat.

The money laundering scheme
ws revealed in 2017 when confidential
banking records were leaked to the
Danish newspaper Berlingske.

The data showed that the
Azerbaijani leadership, accused of se-
rial human rights abuses, systemic
corruption and rigging elections, made
more than 16,000 covert payments
between 2012 and 2014 — worth on
average about $3m a day.

The National Crime Agency
(NCA), which is investigating the in-

Continued onpage4

Ruling Party to Nominate Vahagn
Khachatryan as Armenia’s New President

YEREVAN — The ruling Civil
Contract party of Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan has named Vahagn
Khachatryan as a candidate for the
post of President of Armenia, the
daily ‘Haykakan Zhamanak” (Arme-
nian Time) reported.

The largely ceremonial post be-
came vacant after President Armen
Sarkissian unexpectedly announced his
resignation on January 22, citing a lack
of constitutional powers. Sarkissian’s
successor is to be elected for a seven-
year term by the Armenian parliament
controlled by Pashinyan’s Civil Con-
tract party.

Vahagn Khachatryan is now
the Minister of High-Tech Indus-
try. He is not affiliated with a politi-
cal party.

Vahagn Khachatryan was born in
1959 in the town of Sisian. In 1980 he
graduated from the Yerevan Institute
of National Economy with a degree in
economics.

In 1992-1996 he served as Mayor

JAEN

of Yerevan during former President
Levon Ter-Petrosian’s rule. In 1995 —
1999 he was a parliament member. In
2019-2021 he was a member of
Armeconombank Management board.
On August 4, 2021 he was appointed
Minister of High-Tech Industry.
Vahagn Khachatryan is married and
has two children.

U.S. Ambassador Lynne Tracy: Nagorno-
Karabakh’s Status Has Not Been Resolved

YEREVAN -- Nagorno-
Karabakh’s status remains unre-
solved after the 2020 Armenian-
Azerbaijani war, the U.S. ambassa-
dor to Armenia, Lynne Tracy, re-
portedly reiterated on Monday.

Tracy and Armenian Deputy
Prime Minister Hambardzum
Matevosyan discussed the con-
flict, among other issues, at a
meeting in Yerevan.

An Armenian government state-
ment on the meeting said Matevosyan
praised the U.S. involvement in long-
running international efforts to broker
a Karabakh settlement.

“Ambassador Tracy concurred
with the deputy prime minister: the
issue of Nagorno-Karabakh’s status is
not resolved and that process must be
carried out under the aegis of the co-
chairmanship of the OSCE Minsk
Group,” added the statement.

Tracy already made such state-
ments last year after U.S. President

Joe Biden said Washington remains
committed to facilitating a “compre-
hensive” Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
deal together with Russia and France,
the two other co-chairs of the Minsk
Group.

“We do not see the status of
Nagorno-Karabakh as having been re-
solved,” the envoy insisted on Septem-
ber 13 in remarks condemned by
Azerbaijan.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
echoed President Ilham Aliyev’s claims
that Azerbaijan’s victory in the war put
an end to the conflict.

Aliyev repeated those claims in
early January. He also mocked the
Minsk Group co-chairs and questioned
the wisdom of their continued activi-
ties.

“They must not deal with the
Karabakh conflict because that con-
flict has been resolved,” Aliyev told

Continued on page 2
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Ambassador Nina Hachigian Appointed to
the U.S. Department of Defense Policy Board

WASHINGTHON, DC -- Am-
bassador Nina Hachigian, who serves
as the City of Los Angeles’ Deputy
Mayor for International Affairs, has
been appointed to the U.S. Department
of Defense Policy Board. Other mem-
bers of the board include Madeleine
Albright and Henry Kissinger, reports
the Armenian Assembly of America.

A diplomat and politician who is
the first Deputy Mayor of Interna-
tional Affairs in the City of Los Ange-
les, Hachigian has led a prolific career
that includes a post as U.S. Ambassa-
dor to the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, where her strategic
partnerships and initiatives resulted in
her being awarded the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Superior Honor Award
for her service.

Ambassador Hachigian has also
served as a Senior Fellow and Senior
Vice President at the Center for Ameri-
can Progress, and was co-director of
Asiapolicy for the Obama campaign in
2012. Ambassador Hachigian was also
the director of the RAND Center for
Asia Pacific Policy, and served on the
staff of the National Security Council
in the Clinton White House from 1998-
1999. She has written numerous books,

reports and articles.

She is the founder of WASA,
Women Ambassadors Serving
America, which consists of over
200 current and former Ambassa-
dors, a co-founder of the Leader-
ship Coalition for Women in Na-
tional Security (LCWINS), a found-
ing Board Member of the State
Department’s International Security
Advisory Board, a member of the
California 100 Commission, a Board
Member of the Pacific Council on
International Policy, and a member
of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Parliament Chairman Alen Simonyan
Assumes the President’s Duties
Until New One Elected

YEREVAN — Speaker of the
National Assembly Alen SImonyan has
assumed the duties of the President as
Armen Sarkissian’s resignation enters
into force. The Speaker signed a pro-
tocol on the termination of ex-
president’s powers.

“Based on the resignation of the
President of the Republic and guided
by the requirements of Article 142 of
the Armenian Constitution, also the
first part and the second paragraph of
part 2 of Article 147 of the Constitu-
tional Law on Rules of Procedure of
the National Assembly the powers of
President of the Republic Armen
Sarkissian are terminated,” the proto-
col says.

According to the Constitution,
Alen Simonyan will fulfill the duties of
the president until the newly-elected
president takes office.

Armen Sarkissian stepped
down as President of Armenia on
Sunday, January 23, noting that “the
decision is not emotional and fol-
lows a certain logic.”

“The President does not have the
necessary tools to influence the radical
processes of domestic and foreign
policy in these difficult times for the
country and the nation. At this difficult
time for our state, when national unity
is needed, the presidential institution

should not be the target of gossip and
conspiracy theories, thus diverting
public attention from the most impor-
tant issues,” Sarkissian said.

Simonyan met with the
President’s Office today at the
Presidential Palace.

Alen Simonyan attached impor-
tance to the continuous normal course
of the Presidential Institute, expecting
that until the election of a new Presi-
dent of the Republic, the President’s
Office will continue to fulfill its duties
responsibly.

After the meeting, Alen Simonyan
toured the presidential residence, got
acquainted with the activities of the
staff.

U.S. Ambassador Lynne Tracy

Continued from page 1

Azerbaijani television.
A senior Russian diplomat said a
few days later that the U.S., Russian

and French mediators should be able to
resume their visits to Nagorno-
Karabakh as part of their peace ef-
forts. Armenian officials backed that
statement.
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Consul General Armen Baibourtian and
Assemblymember Chris Holden Discuss
Prospects for California-Syunik Cooperation

LOS ANGELES — Consul Gen-
eral of Armeniain Los Angeles Ambas-
sador Armen Baibourtian had a discus-
sion with  California  State
Assemblymember Chris Holden regard-
ing launching of an institutionalized
cooperation between California and
Syunik.

The conversation focused on
Assemblymember Holden’s last year’s
resolution on the establishment of sis-
ter state/province relationship between
the State of California and the Arme-
nian southernmost Province of Syunik
and prospect of implementation of
cooperation projects.

The resolution was adopted at
the California State Assembly on Sep-
tember 2, 2021. According to the es-
tablished procedure, the resolution
must also be approved by the Califor-
nia State Senate.

As far as the state legislative

session was adjourned in September
2021, the process has resumed with
the commencement of the new session
in January of the present year.

The resolution aims to create a
basis for mutual interests and effective
cooperation between the U.S. State of
California and the Province of Syunik
of the Republic of Armenia.

Moreover, it will serve as a stimu-
lus to encourage and facilitate the imple-
mentation of mutually beneficial edu-
cational, economic, and cultural ex-
changes and programs.

Chris Holden was elected to the
California State Assembly in 2014. He
isamember of the California Armenian
Legislative Caucus. Chris Holden has
also served as the Mayor of Pasadena,
a city which has a tangible Armenian
population. He is the Chair of the Cali-
fornia State Assembly’s Utilities and
Energy standing committee.

Boris Johnson Reiterates UK’s Support
for Armenia’s Efforts to Achieve
Peace, Stability and Prosperity

LONDON — The United King-
dom is, and will continue to be, a
partner for the Republic of Armenia,
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson said
in a congratulatory message to Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan on the occa-
sion of the 30th anniversary of estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries.

Boris Johnson reiterated the im-
portance that the United Kingdom at-
taches to the relationship with Arme-
nia.

“Overthe last 30 years the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Armenia
have worked together to develop an
important partnership. On this sig-
nificant anniversary I want to reiter-
ate the United Kingdom’s support for
Armenia’s efforts to achieve peace,
stability and prosperity through inter-
national engagement and commitment
to low carbon principles,” he wrote.

“Atthe COP26 Summit, Armenia
made a valued contribution to the glo-
bal fight against climate change, and

the UK remains ready to help you
achieve those ambitions,” Johnson
added.

“The United Kingdom is, and will
continue to be, a partner for the Re-
public of Armenia. I look forward to
the continued development of our part-
nership in the years ahead,” the UK
Prime Minister concluded.

The co-chairs had for decades
travelled to Karabakh and met with its
ethnic Armenian leadership during regu-
lar tours of the conflict zone. The
visits practically stopped with the on-
set of the coronavirus pandemic and
the subsequent outbreak of the Arme-

nian-Azerbaijani war.

The mediators planned to resume
their shuttle diplomacy after organiz-
ing talks between the Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministers in New
York in September. The trip has still
not taken place, however.
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Armenian National Day Celebrated
at Expo 2020 Dubai

DUBAI— Armenia celebrated its
Expo 2020 Dubai National Day on
Sunday with Armenian colors, a spec-
tacular performance that featured con-
temporary dance, music and acrobatic
stunts from the country at the Dubai
Millennium Amphitheatre.

The National Day of Armenia
started in the morning with the cer-
emony of raising the Armenian tricolor
under the state anthem of the Republic
of Armenia.

Addressing the official ceremony,
Armenia’s Minister of Economy Vahan
Kerobyan highlighted the invaluable
contribution of Armenian scientists and
innovators in the development of sci-
ence, culture and technology in the
world, presenting innovations thathave
been crucial for the progress of hu-
manity.

He emphasized the privileges of
Armenia’s business and investment
environment, especially the sectors of
the economy that can be more attrac-
tive for foreign investors.

According to Minister Kerobyan,
Armenia’s participation in such large-
scale exhibitions is important from the
point of view of raising the country’s
awareness, establishing new coopera-
tion and strengthening diplomatic rela-
tions.
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The official ceremony was fol-
lowed by a cultural program, which
opened with a performance of the
State Symphony orchestra of Arme-
nia.

A lively colorful performance of
Armenian contemporary dance, music
and beautiful singing is expected
throughout the day.

Armenian  dance  troupe
Barekamutyun, dressed in costumes
with traditional Armenian patterns, put
on a lively, colourful show filled with
captivating movement. Barekamutyun
— the Armenian word for “friendship”
— performed a stunning show earlier
during Armenia’s National Day cer-
emony at Al Wasl Plaza.

The dance ensemble has gar-
nered worldwide recognition for its
unique and vibrant array of folk and
modern dances that represent the
country’s rich and ancient history and
celebrate its innovative and bright fu-
ture.

The Armenia Pavilion, located in
the Opportunity District, invites guests
to create a bond with the country as
they discover its rich, historical past
and modern reality, as one of the big-
gest providers of intellectual resources
and technological development prod-
ucts.

The Press Collection of the Mekhitarist
Library is Now Online

The Mekhitarist Congregation’s
journal collection and its portal website
arenow live, featuring digitized Arme-
nian press published between 1794
and 1920, in a free and accessible
format.

To date, the online library of the
Mekhitarist press and its correspond-
ing databases have been endowed
with more than 400,000 pages of
digitized Armenian newspapers and
periodicals from the rich collection
of the Mekhitarist Monastery of
Vienna. The digitization of these
materials and making them available
to the public is made possible through
the collaboration between the
Mekhitarist Congregation, the Arme-
nian Communities Department of the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation and
the Fundamental Scientific Library
of the National Academy of Sciences
of the Republic of Armenia.

The portal website gives the reader
and researcher access to the Mekhitarist
Congregation digital library content
via one address: an address that directs

the visitor to all the digitized and in-
dexed materials stored in the databases
of the RA Fundamental Scientific Li-
brary. Digitization is continuous, and
new materials will be added periodi-
cally as additional journals are digi-
tized.

Addressing the great and imme-
diate need for accessibility, the goal of
the collaboration is to make this great
pan-Armenian wealth of knowledge
and collective heritage available to all
free of charge, ensuring its wide and
easy accessibility.

To read more about the project’s
objectives and to access the digitized
materials, please visit the portal website
and the respective databases here:

h t t p : / /
www.mechitaristlibrary.org/

For further information on the
programmes of the Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation please visit:
https://gulbenkian.pt/armenian-com-
munities/ and subscribe to our news-
letter.
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Unique Armenian Steel Tombstone
Found in Tbilisi

TBILISI (Armradio) -- The tomb-
stone of Egor (Gevorg) of the famous
Loris-Melikov family with Armenian
inscriptions was found during the reno-
vation of one of the private houses in
Thbilisi. Thanks to the efforts of Tbilisi-
based Armenian public figure Levon
Chidilyan, it was moved to the yard of
St. Etchmiadzin Church in Havlabar.

“The tombstone is unique in sev-
eral respects, it belongs to the Loris-
Melikov family. We know who this
man is, we know his roots. Secondly,
it is made of steel, which is already
rare. [t’s only in the yard of the Arme-
nian church in Telavi that I have seen
steel tombstones in Georgia,” Chidilyan
said in an interview with Public Radio
of Armenia correspondent Gita
Elibekyan.

Lieutenant Colonel Gevorg Loris-
Melikov was the Special Envoy of the
Caucasus Viceroyalty in Tiflis (mod-
ern-day Tbilisi). His sons were high-
ranking military men — Major General
Hovhannes (Ivan) Loris-Melikov and
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Loris-
Melikov.

The newly-found tombstone is a
steel mold about 1.65 meters high, 80
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meters wide, which was used as a
building material. Gevorg Loris-Melikov
died in 1860. The district (Eliava),
where the tombstone was located did
not exist at that time.

Chidilyan believes someone could
have moved it to that neighborhood
during the Reed Terror to use as build-
ing material.

Under the Communists, in the
early 1930s, the churches were al-
ready closed, and their destruction had
begun. Tens of thousands of tomb-
stones from churchyards were used
as building materials for the construc-
tion of the main buildings envisaged by
the master plan of Tiflis.

During the renovations carried
out in different parts of Tbilisi, more
than 10 Armenian tombstones have
been discovered in recent years. Rep-
resentatives of the Armenian commu-
nity save them from becoming con-
struction waste by moving them to the
Pantheon of Armenian Writers and
Public Figures in Khojivank. Gevorg
Loris-Melikov’s steel tombstone with
Armenian letters is in the yard of St.
Etchmiadzin Church and is kept as a
relic.

Armenia Has Made Significant Progress

Continued from page 1

restoration. It once again deplores the
increasing number of speeches or acts
that are not conducive to the easing of
tensions or the establishment of nor-
mal relations between Armenia and
Azerbaijan. In addition, the Assembly
calls again on the Armenian authorities
to release, without delay, all landmine
maps in their possession to the
Azerbaijani authorities.

It once again called for a just and
lasting resolution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, within the frame-
work of the Organization for Security
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
Minsk Group. Finally, it called for the
implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the Commissioner for Human
Rights contained in her memorandum
on the humanitarian and human rights
consequences of the conflict.

Withregard to elections and elec-
toral reform, the Assembly commended
Armenia for the conduct of the last
two national elections, held in Decem-
ber 2018 and June 2021, which were
free of the irregularities that had tainted
many elections in the past. As regards
the snap election in June 2021, itis also
pleased to note that the opposition has

accepted the results, after having used
the legal means at its disposal to chal-
lenge them, and has not boycotted the
new parliament’s activities.

Overall, the Assembly welcomes
the marked improvement in the elec-
toral framework, both in terms of the
legislation on political parties and the
funding of electoral campaigns, and in
terms of the voting system, as noted
by the Venice Commission and the
OSCE/Office for Democratic Institu-
tions and Human Rights (ODIHR).

The Assembly called on the Ar-
menian authorities to complete the re-
form of the electoral framework by
taking on board the recommendations
of the Venice Commission and the
OSCE/ODIHR, in particular as regards
providing a precise legal definition of
campaign expenditure, abolishing the
ban on bi-nationals standing for elec-
tion, penalizing “slander” during elec-
tion campaigns and enabling voters to
challenge voting results in their con-
stituency. It also calls on Armenia to
implement the recommendation of the
Congress of Local and Regional Au-
thorities of the Council of Europe by
ensuring all local elections are held on
the same day and at least six months
from parliamentary elections.
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UCI Professor Diran Apelian and Wife

Fund $100,000 Endowment for
Armenian Studies Graduate Students

IRVINE (UCInews) -- Diran
Apelian, UCI Distinguished Professor
of materials science & engineering,
and his wife, Seta, a retired orthodon-
tist, recently funded a $100,000 en-
dowment to support graduate students
in UCI’s Armenian Studies Program.
The couple is committed to keeping
Armenian history and the Western Ar-
menian language alive.

“The program itself, and what it
stands for, is critical for the survival of
the Western Armenian language,” said
Diran Apelian. “We want to make sure
that the Western Armenian language is
sustained, and that, more importantly,
young people who are inneed will have
the resources enabling them to study.”

Between 1915 and 1923, the Ot-
toman Empire systematically killed
over a million Armenians in what is
known as the Armenian Genocide.
Survivors, including the Apelians’ an-
cestors, fled to safety and created new
communities in the Middle East, Eu-
rope and the Americas. Compounding
that diaspora, another byproduct of
the Armenian Genocide is that the
survival of the Western Armenian lan-
guage is in jeopardy — UNESCO de-
clared it an endangered language in
2010.

Western Armenian is rarely
taught intergenerationally, with fewer
descendants of genocide survivors
who live outside of Armenia learning

the language. UCI’s Armenian Stud-
ies program offers two years of in-
struction in Western Armenian. UCI’s
School of Humanities has both under-
graduate and graduate programs in
Armenian history and a minor in Ar-
menian Studies.

UCT’s Center for Armenian Stud-
ies hosts a variety of events to the
community and public, including film
screenings and book talks. It is led by
Houri Berberian, professor of history
and Meghrouni Family Presidential
Chair in Armenian Studies. “The
Apelians’ generous support will be a
tremendous help to our graduate stu-
dents as they pursue their research,”
said Berberian. “Because of the far-
reaching nature of academic publishing
and dissemination of knowledge, the
scholarship they produce will have a
wide impact beyond the here and now.”

Karnig Kerkonian to Speak on
“Armenia v. Azerbaijan in the International
Court of Justice” on Feb 17

International lawyer Karnig
Kerkonian will share his experiences
with a presentation on “Armenia v.
Azerbaijan in the International Court of
Justice: The Recent Case Brought Un-
der the International Convention
Against All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation” at 7:00PM (Pacific time)/
10:00PM (Eastern time) on Thursday,
February 17,2022. The presentation is
part of the Spring 2022 Lecture Series
of the Armenian Studies Program and
is co-sponsored by the Society for
Armenian Studies (SAS).

On September 16, 2021, the In-
ternational Court of Justice (ICJ) an-
nounced that Armenia had started court
proceedings against Azerbaijan. Ar-
menia accused Azerbaijan of racial
discrimination in violation of the Inter-
national Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
(ICERD). The lawsuit followed the
44-day war fought between the two
states last year. Armenia accuses
Azerbaijan of discriminating against
ethnic Armenians. It asserts that “Anti-
Armenian hate is [Azerbaijani] State
policy” and has lead to “mass killings,
torture and other abuse” of ethnic
Armenians. In its court application,
Armenia recorded the violent persecu-
tion of Armenians throughout the 20th
century.

Karnig Kerkonian an international
lawyer, who is a member of the Arme-
nian delegation to the ICJ in the case

against Azerbaijan, will discuss the
ramifications of the case.

Mr. Kerkonian is a seasoned in-
ternational lawyer and experienced liti-
gator. He currently leads the interna-
tional and federal practice groups at
Kerkonian Dajani LLP, focusing on
complex litigation matters, Foreign
Sovereign Immunities Act litigation,
the Alien Tort Claims Act and com-
mercial sanctions regime matters.

Mr. Kerkonian holds an A.B.
magna cum laude in Government from
Harvard University and two law de-
grees—a J.D. from the University of
Chicago where he served on the Law
Review as well as a post-doctoral Di-
plomain Public International Law from
Cambridge University, England where
he studied under James R. Crawford,
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Camp Armen to Be Rebuilt

PARAMUS, NJ — The Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) welcomes the news of the
rebuilding of Camp ARMEN in Tuzla
and is committed to support the Camp’s
reconstruction.

In 1962, land located in Tuzla,
Istanbul was purchased by the Arme-
nian Evangelical Church of Gedik Pasa
Foundation and Camp ARMEN was
built on it. In 1974, properties belong-
ing to Christian Foundations were seized
due to the country’s political atmo-
sphere which was affected by political
activities outside the country. The camp
land was one of the properties that was
seized by the authorities.

In 2015, with the consent of the
President and in line with instructions
from the Prime Minister at the time, a
4,715 m2 portion of the original 8,600
m?2 property was returned to the Foun-
dation by the Mayor of Tuzla. Follow-
ing the return of the 4,715 m2 portion
of land, work began quickly. A new
architectural plan has been completed,
a license obtained, and construction
will be started soon. The new Camp
ARMEN project will maintain its or-
phanage character, will serve as a
“Youth and Information Center,” and
will continue to operate throughout the
year. Contact is also currently being
made with relevant authorities for the
return of a remaining part of the prop-
erty owned by the Tuzla municipality.
“Camp ARMEN will be the first

and only Camp in Turkey to function
as a development center by serving our
community every month throughout
the year with social, cultural and reli-
gious development activities with the
help of trained volunteers,” said Rev.
Krikor Agabaloglu, Pastor of the Ar-
menian Evangelical Church of Gedik
Pasa, Istanbul, Turkey. “Camp ARMEN
was established in 1962 by children
whose small hands carried water, sand,
cement and bricks. They literally wrote
a story of existence. They built the
Camp like a monument and called it
Camp ARMEN. They left a lasting
heritage that has never been forgotten.
Let us, as the elders of today, bring
Camp ARMEN back to life with the
same spirit. By saying, ‘we have been
broken down but not destroyed and
we will last forever,” let’s build a
renewed and renovated Camp ARMEN
for this era. Let’s make Camp ARMEN
come alive together through our vol-
untary contributions and keep Camp
ARMEN alive with the stories that
have been lived in the past.”

“Under the leadership of Hrant
Guzelian, Camp ARMEN was indeed a
blessing toamultitude of Armenian young-
sters from the plains of Anatolia, includ-
ing Hrant Dink and his wife Rakel. We
hope and pray that the new Camp will
continue to be a blessing to a new wave
of Armenian Youth from all corners,
including Anatolia,” said Zaven Khanjian,
AMAA Executive Director/CEO.

later a Judge of the International Court
of Justice. Mr. Kerkonian presents
regularly on matters of public interna-
tional law, the International Court of
Justice, the European Court of Hu-
man Rights and the application of

international law in U.S. courts. He is
an adjunct professor of public inter-
national law at Artsakh State Univer-
sity.

Zoom Registration Link: https://
bit.ly/armenianstudieskerkonian

Azerbaijani
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ternational money laundering ring, had
applied to the court to seize £15.3m of
suspect funds from the family.

Westminster magistrates court
district judge John Zani ruled on Mon-
day that Feyziyev, his wife Parvana
Feyziyeva, their son Orkhan, and a
nephew, Elman Javanshir, must hand
over atotal of £5.6m after finding “key
elements of money laundering”.

The NCA said the judge agreed
there was “overwhelming evidence”
that documents the family supplied to
support their claims that the funds
were generated lawfully were “entirely
fictitious and were produced in order
to mask the underlying money-laun-

Laundromat

dering activities of those orchestrating
the accounts”.

Feyziyev, who lives in a multi-
million-pound Grade I-listed John Nash-
designed mansion overlooking Regent’s
Park in London, is chair of the UK-
Azerbaijan all-parliamentary coopera-
tion committee and co-chair of the EU
parliament’s equivalent body.

Andy Lewis, head of civil recov-
ery at the NCA, said: “This is a sub-
stantial forfeiture of money laundered
through the Azerbaijan laundromat, and
our success highlights the risk to any-
one who uses these schemes.

“We were able to recover these
millions without needing to prove the
exact nature of the original criminal
activity.”
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