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Armenia, Turkey Agree to Allow Third-
Country Citizens to Cross the Land Border

Pp—

VIENNA -- Fourth meeting of
the Special Representatives of Arme-
nia and Turkey was held in Vienna on
Friday, Spokesperson for the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Vahan Hunanyan
informs.

The Special Representatives pre-
viously held three meetings in Mos-
cow and Vienna.

They agreed to enable the cross-
ing of the land border between Arme-
nia and Turkey by third-country citi-
zens visiting Armenia and Turkey re-
spectively at the earliest date possible
and decided to initiate the necessary
process to that end.

They also agreed on commenc-
ing direct air cargo trade between Ar-
menia and Turkey at the earliest pos-
sible date and decided to initiate the
necessary process to that effect.

Furthermore, they discussed
other possible concrete steps that can
be undertaken towards achieving the
ultimate goal of full normalization be-
tween their respective countries.

Earlier Rubinyan stated that

Armenia does not see much
progress in the negotiation pro-
cess with Ankara.

"The success of the Armenian-
Turkish negotiation process depends
on the political will of Ankara,"
Rubinyan said.

“I can say that from the very
beginning of this process, Armenia has
been very constructive, Armenia has
the political will, it has shown this
political will to reach a quick settle-
ment. The success of the process
depends on the appropriate construc-
tiveness and political will of Turkey,”
he said.

Before leaving for Vienna, an-
swering journalists' questions in the
National Assembly, Rubinyan did not
provide details on the agenda of the
talks.

“Naturally, the agenda concerns
the normalization process, possible
steps that can be taken in this direction
will be discussed. The rest, I think,
will be better communicated when I
return,” the NA Vice Speaker said.

Aid to Armenia & Artsakh Included
in 2023 House Appropriations

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs House Appropriations legis-
lation for the 2023 fiscal year includes
$60 million in humanitarian assistance
to Armenia, and $2 million for
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh).

The legislative language states
that the “Committee recommendation
includes not less than $60,000,000 for
Armenia for economic development,
private sector productivity, energy in-
dependence, democracy and the rule
of law, and other purposes.”

Along with a recommendation to
include “not less than $2,000,000 for
demining activities in Nagorno-
Karabakh [Arstakh].”

The Committee also reiterates its
concern towards “the humanitarian
impact of the conflict in the Nagorno
Karabakh [Artsakh] and resulting chal-
lenges in the areas of housing, food

security, water and sanitation, health
care and other human needs.

“The Committee notes the im-
portant role United Nations agencies
play in administering such needs. Not
later than 60 days after enactment of

Continued onpage3

India, Armenia Exploring
Long-term Military Cooperation

-Fj"'.' u'!

YEREVAN—Indiaand Armenia
are exploring long-term military coop-
eration as part of their efforts to deepen
bilateral relations, a senior Indian offi-
cial said during a visit to Yerevan on
Monday.

Sanjay Verma, a secretary at the
Indian Ministry of External Affairs,
arrived in Armenia to co-chair with
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan 8th
session of the Armenian-Indian Inter-
governmental Commission, tasked
with facilitating closer ties between
the two countries sharing common
geopolitical interests.

“Comprehensive deepening and
development of the relations with In-
dia is one of the foreign policy priori-

ties of Armenia”, Mirzoyan said.

“In this regard, it is gratifying to
see that India with its vital democracy
and dynamic economy is making sig-
nificant achievements in many fields
today, which contributes to the pro-
motion of India’s reputation in the
world arena. Armenia also highly ap-
preciates the stabilizing activities of
Indiain these tumultuous global times,”
he said.

“On the defense side, we have
begun looking at concrete coopera-
tion,” Verma said at the start of the
meeting. “We are looking at a long-
term relationship in that area.”

Continued on page4

Armenia Defeats Malta 84-68 to Win
European Championship for Small Countries

7EAN CHAMPIONSHIP FOR SMALL Clu ™9
022
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VALETTA — The newly-signed
Valencia Basket point guard Chris Jones
put on a stellar performance for Arme-
nia to defeat Malta 84-68 (15-19, 24-
11, 23-18, 22-20) and capture the
European Championship for Small
Countries trophy.

Jones was unstoppable, scoring
41 points, making 8 three-pointers,
grabbing 10 rebounds, and dishing out
6 assists for 47 PIR points.

It was the second trophy of the
tournament for Armenia, having previ-
ously captured first place in 2016.
Malta had previously won its lone tro-

phy in 2018.

Besides Jones, only Andre Spight
scored more than 10 points on the
Armenian square, amassing 22 points
on 7-for-22 shooting and 7 rebounds
on his account.

Samuel Deguara was the top
scorer on the Maltese team with 27
points on 10-for-16 shooting while
also grabbing 16 rebounds for 36 PIR.

The FIBA European Champi-
onship for Small Countries is held
every two years. The 2020 compe-
tition was postponed to 2021 due to
COVID-19.
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Transit of Azerbaijani Cargo Through
Armenia Will Be Checked by Border Control

YEREVAN -- Transit of
Azerbaijani cargo through Armenia (to
its exclave Nakhichevan) will defi-
nitely be subject to both border control
and checks, Armenian Security Coun-
cil Secretary Armen Grigoryan said at
a press briefing on Thursday.

"We have repeatedly stated that
no extraterritorial corridor will be pro-
vided to Azerbaijan through the terri-
tory of Armenia. When we declare a
convergence of positions, it means
that we (Armenia and Azerbaijan) have
advanced solely in such an issue as
border control. We have never dis-
cussed the extraterritorial corridor is-
sue," Grigoryan said.

He reminded that the issue of
unblocking transport infrastructure be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan had been
discussed both in Moscow and Brus-
sels by the leaders of both countries.
For a long time, Azerbaijan claimed
that the corridor issue was being dis-
cussed, but earlier Deputy Prime Min-
ister of Russia denied this during a visit
to Yerevan.

Alexei Overchuk is the Russian co-
chairofthe Armenian-Russian-Azerbaijani
trilateral working group set up to deal
with these issues alonmg with his Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani counterparts.

NPABHTE. I
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"The same thing happened after
Brussels, when Azerbaijan said that a
corridor was allegedly being discussed,
but a spokesman for European Council
President Charles Michel officially said
that the corridor was never discussed,"
Grigoryan said.

Earlier, Deputy Prime Minister
of Armenia Mher Grigoryan said that
the working group managed to bring
Yerevan's and Baku's positions closer
on many issues. Russian daily [zvestia
wrote that Armenia and Azerbaijan,
with Russian assistance, had agreed
on a highway through the Syunik re-
gion of Armenia.

PM Pashinyan Discusses Perspectives
of Armenian-Israeli Cooperation
With New Ambassador

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan received the newly
appointed Ambassador of the State of
Israel to the Republic of Armenia Joel
Lion (residence in Jerusalem).

The Prime Minister congratulated
the Ambassador on assuming the post
and wished him fruitful work for the
benefit of the development of the Ar-
menian-Israelirelations.

Ambassador Lion said the diplo-
matic service in Armenia is an honor
and assured that he would make every
effort to deepen bilateral ties.

Pashinyan and Lion stressed the
existence of great potential in the field
of Armenian-Israeli cooperation, high-
lighting the programs aimed at con-
crete results. The sides exchanged
views on the actions aimed at the
development of the bilateral agenda.

Israeli Ambassador visits Armenian
Genocide Memorial in Yerevan
New Ambassador of Israel to
Armenia Joel Lion visited today the
Armenian Genocide Memorial in

.. 3
Yerevan, accompanied by Honorary
Consul of Israel to Armenia Ashot
Shakhmuradyan, the Armenian Geno-
cide Museum-Institute said.

Deputy Director of the Museum-
Institute Edita Gzoyan welcomed the
guests and introduced them on the
history of the creation of the Memo-
rial.

She also introduced the history
of three cross-stones located in the
territory of the Memorial, which are
dedicated to the memory of Armenians
killed during the ethnic cleansings car-
ried out against the Armenian popula-
tion in Azerbaijan in the end of the past
century.

The delegation members laid
flowers at the Eternal Flame and paid
tribute to the memory of innocent
victims with a moment of silence.

The guests also toured the Geno-
cide Museum, got acquainted with the
permanent and temporary exhibits.

At the end of the visit the Israeli
Ambassador left anote in the Honorary
Guest Book.
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US Reaffirms Support for Democratic
Development in Armenia

246th anniversary of US independence marked in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- The U.S. Embassy
celebrated the 246th anniversary of
the independence of the United States
of America with an evening music,
American food, and fireworks on
Thursday. At the event, U.S. Ambas-
sador Lynne Tracy reaffirmed U.S.
support for democratic development
in Armenia.

“The stories of our partnership
encompass support for democratic in-
stitutions, civil society, free and fair
journalism, economic growth, energy
diversification, inclusive education,
improved healthcare, access to water,
security cooperation, preservation of
cultural heritage, exchange programs,
and humanitarian needs,” Ambassador
Tracy said in her remarks.

“We have partnered with Arme-
nians in and out of government, like-
minded diplomats and international

organizations, and American citizens,
including proud Armenian-Ameri-
cans. The tie that has animated this
cooperation has been a shared sense
of values. And, it is the power of
these partnerships that has helped
drive the significant progress we have
seen in Armenia over the past thirty
years,” she added.

Independence Day, which Ameri-
cans celebrate as the birthday of the
United States of America, takes place
on July 4 each year, in honor of the
adoption of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence on July 4, 1776.

Five members of the renowned
Hover State Chamber Choir performed
the Armenian and U.S. National An-
thems in honor of the occasion. The
theme of the event is the 30th anniver-
sary of the U.S. — Armenia relation-
ship.

Anna Vardapetyan Elected
Armenia’s Prosecutor General

YEREVAN — The National As-
sembly voted on Wednesday to ap-
point Anna Vardapetyan as Armenia’s
next Prosecutor General. She was voted
in unanimously by 70 of the 107 Mem-
bers of Parliament participated in the
voting. The two opposition factions
were absent from the sitting.

The current prosecutor-general,
Artur Davtyan, will complete his six-
year term in office on September 15.
He was appointed in 2016 by the
country’s former parliament dominated
by then President Serzh Sarkisian’s
loyalists.

“Vardapetyan’s professional
qualities, high moral and values meet,
first of all, the requirements set by the
legislation and the most important mis-
sion which, in our opinion, the future
Prosecutor General of Armenia must
fulfill,” secretary of the ruling Civil
Contract party parliamentary faction
Hayk Konjoryan told reporters in the
parliament.

Speaking on the parliament floor
before the vote, Vardapetyan, pledged
to ensure proper oversight of law-
enforcement agencies combatting and
investigating crimes. She said she will
tackle favoritism within those agen-
cies as well as what she called exces-
sive delays in criminal investigations
and a broader “lack of justice” in the
country.

“If the prosecutor is consistent
about a criminal case, the citizen will

not come to the gates of the govern-
ment or the National Assembly to de-
mand a [fair] investigation of their
case,” she said.

The New Prosecutor General will
be sworn in and will take office on
September 15.

Anna Vardapetyan was born in
1986 in Yerevan. She graduated
from the faculty of law of Yerevan
State University. In different years,
she worked as advisor to the Chair-
man of the Court of Cassation, Sec-
retary of the Council of Court Chair-
men, advisor to the Minister of
Justice, and Deputy Minister of
Justice. Since March 2020 she has
been an aide to the Prime Minister
of Armenia as assistant on legal
affairs.
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Armenian Issues Co-Chairs Welcome
Inclusion of Robust Funding for Armenia
and Artsakh in Foreign Affairs Spending Bill

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressional Caucus on Armenian Is-
sues Co-Chairs Congressman Adam
Schiff (CA-28), Frank Pallone, Jr.
(NJ-06), Gus M. Bilirakis (FL-12),
Jackie Speier (CA-14), and David
Valadao (CA-21) announced the in-
clusion of an unprecedented $60 mil-
lion in economic assistance for Ar-
menia and $2 million for demining
activities in Artsakh in the Appro-
priations Subcommittee on State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Pro-
grams spending bill for Fiscal Year
2023 that passed the full Committee.
This welcomed news comes after
the Co-Chairs and 60 Members of
Congress sent a letter in April, re-
questing the Subcommittee to in-
clude robust aid for Armenia and
Artsakh in the bill. The House is
expected to vote on the underlying
legislation in the coming months.

The funding for Armenia will
help to bolster its economic devel-
opment, private sector productivity,
energy independence, and demo-
cratic and rule of law reforms. The
funding language offers flexibility to
address the ongoing humanitarian
needs in Artsakh linked to the deadly
2020 war provoked by Azerbaijan.
The bill also includes funding for
demining activities that will help clear
some of the dangerous mines and
unexploded ordinances on civilian
lands in Artsakh. Additionally, the
bill includes language requiring the
State Department and USAID to de-
velop an assistance strategy for ad-
dressing humanitarian and recovery
needs arising from the deadly 2020
war provoked by Azerbaijan in
Artsakh. The strategy will identify
resources and programs available to
address the ongoing crisis, along
with an estimate of resources avail-
able for such purpose.

“The significant economic sup-
port for Armenia and Artsakh in-
cluded in the Fiscal Year 2023 fund-
ing bill demonstrates a firm commit-
ment from the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives to the Armenian people.

We are pleased with the strong com-
mitment the Appropriations Com-
mittee has made to the U.S.-Armenia
relationship, and especially thank Ap-
propriations State and Foreign Rela-
tions Subcommittee Chairwoman
Barbara Lee (CA-13) and others on
the Committee for their work on this
bill,” the Co-Chairs said. “This fund-
ing will go a long way in helping
Armenia to build upon the signifi-
cant democratic reforms it is cur-
rently enacting and help it grow into
a strong regional economic partner
for the United States.

“We also welcome the inclusion
of demining funding for Artsakh and
the language requiring the Administra-
tion to develop an assistance strategy
to address the ongoing humanitarian
needs relating to the 2020 war. It’s
clear that more can and must be done
to help the people of Armenia and
Artsakh in their time of need. We must
also do more to hold Azerbaijan ac-
countable for their aggressions and
destabilizing actions in the region. We
are deeply disappointed that the De-
partment of State waived Section 907
of the Freedom Support Act last week,
potentially allowing U.S. assistance to
flow to Azerbaijan. We will continue to
explore every action possible to halt
any further funding to the corrupt
Aliyev regime,” the Co-Chairs con-
cluded.

In September 2020, Azerbaijan,
actively aided by Turkey and foreign
mercenaries, initiated a deadly inva-
sion of Artsakh that led to six weeks
of devastating fighting that killed
more than 5,000 people and forced
more than 100,000 ethnic Armenians
to flee their homes. Artsakh and
Armenia continue to grapple with an
ongoing humanitarian crisis that re-
sulted from the invasion. Meanwhile,
Azerbaijan continues to provocatively
station troops in Armenian territory
while falsely declaring the land as its
own and illegally holding ethnic Ar-
menians as detainees and prisoners
of war in contravention of interna-
tional human rights law.

www.massispost.com
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Canada to Open an Embassy in Armenia

OTTAWA — Canada will open
an Embassy in Armenia- Foreign Min-
ister Mélanie Joly announced the plans
at a press conference today.

“Following the mission and re-
port of Stéphane Dion, Canada’s Spe-
cial Envoy to the European Union and
Europe and Ambassador to Germany,
on ways to increase Canadian support
for Armenian democracy, Canada will
open a full embassy with a resident
ambassador in Armenia, allowing for
stronger bilateral ties and increased

Canadian support for Armenian de-
mocracy,” Minister Joly said.

“We strongly welcome Canada’s
decision to open Embassy in Armenia
with resident Ambassador,” Armenian
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said
in a Twitter post.

“This is yet another milestone in
progressively developing Armenian-
Canadian relations which will further
reinforce our bilateral cooperation based
oncommon values,” Minister Mirzoyan
said.

Number of Applications for Obtaining
Armenian Ctizenship Triples

YERVAN -- The number of ap-
plications submitted to the Passport
and Visa Department of the Police for
obtaining Armenian citizenship has sig-
nificantly grown, increasing the
workload of regional and district de-
partments.

According to the Police, this year
is significantly different from previous
years because the number of applica-
tions for Armenian citizenship from
ethnic Armenians living in foreign coun-
tries has increased unprecedentedly.

"For comparison, some 3,448
such applications were submitted in
January-June 2021, while their num-
ber has surged to 9,917 in the first half
of 2022," the Police said.

One of the reasons for the surge
is the desire to travel abroad for vaca-
tion with Armenian passport.

"Besides, this year there is also
an increase in the number of foreign-
ers arriving in Armenia to live and
work for a long time who apply for the
documents to legalize their residence,
get registered and get social security

cards," the Police said.

The number of people applying
to Armenian diplomatic bodies in for-
eign countries for citizenship and pass-
port has also increased. Because of
this the possibility of getting registered
in the waiting list for the next 2-3
months is already exhausted. That is
why people prefer to come to Armenia
and pass the necessary procedures to
receive citizenship and to get or ex-
change passports.

Aid to Armenia & Artsakh Included

Continued frompage 1

this Act, the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the USAID Adminis-
trator, is directed to develop and sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions an assistance strategy for ad-
dressing humanitarian and recovery
needs arising from the conflict. The
strategy shall identify resources and
programs available to address the on-
going crisis, along with an estimate of
resources available for such purpose.”

“The Armenian Council of
America is pleased to see Congress
continue its commitment to Armenia’s
development and investment in the
people of Armenia and Artsakh,” said

Armenian Council of America (ACA)
Communications Director, Arsine
Kaloustian. “We are especially grateful
to Chairwoman Lee, Ranking Member
Rogers, and House Intel Chairman Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-CA) for their leader-
ship. Their work helps advance U.S.-
Armenia relations at this most critical
time in Yerevan’s history.”

“While Armenian Americans are
pleased to see this aid package move
forward,” Kaloustian continued, “we
remain deeply troubled that the Biden
Administration continues to employ
Trump-era policies that reward a Rus-
sia-backed military aggressor over a
democratic, centuries old civilization
fighting for its right to exist.”
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A Festive Beginning In Yerevan
On the Occasion of the 175" Anniversary of
the Armenian Evangelical Church

BY REV.NISHAN L. BAKALIAN

It was a festive evening to mark
the 175" anniversary celebration of the
founding of the Armenian Evangelical
Church, held on Friday, July 1, 2022,
at the Aram Khachaturyan Concert
Hallin Yerevan. Gathering both young
and old, Armenian Evangelicals from
across the globe filled the venue to
capacity to be part of this event that
had been delayed a full year due to the
pandemic. The animated encounters in
front of the concert hall showed clearly

that this audience was not a random
gathering of event-goers, but a close-
knit community with a direct connec-
tion to one another, as well as to the
history being celebrated.

As he opened the program, em-
cee Andranik Mardoyan, Armenia
Press Officer of the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America
(AMAA), lifted up not only the impor-
tance of the observance, but also the
crises the Armenian nation faces to-
day, as he asked the audience to rise in
honor of those who sacrificed their

Study Points to Armenian Origins of Ancient
Crop with Aviation Biofuel Potential

ST LOUIS — New research from
Washington University in St. Louis
points to Armenian origins of ancient
crop with aviation biofuel potential.

Camelina, also known as false
flax or Gold-of-Pleasure, is an ancient
oilseed crop with emerging applica-
tions in the production of sustainable,
low-input biofuels.

Multidisciplinary research from
Washington University in St. Louis is
revealing the origins and uses of
camelina and may help guide decisions
critical to achieving its potential as a
biofuel feedstock for a greener avia-
tion industry in the future.

Biologist Jordan Brock conducted
several field expeditions to collect wild
camelina during his time as a graduate
student at Washington University.

In this study, the researchers
determined that camelina was likely
domesticated from the Caucasus re-
gion near what is now known as Arme-
nia, about 6,000 to 8,000 years ago.

Breeding programs to improve

7V

this crop for biofuels applications
should take into account the high lev-
els of genetic diversity present in its
wild progenitor, Camelina microcarpa,
in Western Asia and the Caucasus
region, the researchers said.

Camelina may have been a more
important and widespread crop than
previously thought, according to
Brock’s new study in the American
Journal of Botany, co-authored by
Melissa Ritchey, a PhD candidate in
anthropology, and Kenneth M. Olsen,
professor of biology, both in Arts &
Sciences at Washington University.

Archaeologists have long theo-
rized that camelina was domesticated
in the regions around Armenia, while
plant geneticists had entertained dif-
ferent, competing hypotheses for the
plant’s origins as a crop.

Ritchey said: “Through our analy-
ses, we were able to test these hypoth-
eses and provide a clearer consensus
on the earliest domesticated appear-
ances in Armenia.”

lives defending the homeland in the 44-
day war in 2020. Thereafter, in his
capacity as 175" Anniversary Chair,
AMAA’s Executive Director Zaven
Khanjian offered words of welcome
and a call to continue the work of the
Armenian Evangelical Church for the
sake of the gospel among the Arme-
nian nation. “If there is one thing you
take away from tonight’s event, let it
be our theme: “Let us hold fast ... our
faith” (Heb. 10.23).

The heads of the five Armenian
Evangelical Unions also each gave brief
video greetings on the occasion of this
event. It was noteworthy that in addi-
tion to the congratulatory letters printed
in the program booklet, there were
also letters of blessing from Garegin
11, Catholicos of All Armenians (read
by Abp. Nathan Hovhannisyan) and
from the Armenian Patriarch Sahag
Mashalian of Constantinople (excerpts
read by A. Mardoyan). Both leaders
stressed the importance of mutual re-
spect and mutual support in serving
the Armenian nation and people.

Reviewing the birth and growth
of the church, the first of three film
presentations attempted to draw the
scope of the first three-quarters of a
century of the Armenian Evangelical
Church, portraying the inception and
initial progress of the church, all the
way up to the great losses sustained
during the Armenian Genocide. It was
a hopeful yet sobering depiction, re-
mindingus that although the Armenian
people today number many more than
existed in 1915, our church has yet to
recover from those wounds, and has
much work yet to do.

Patiently waiting throughout this
opening section were the Armenian
State Chamber Orchestra and the com-
bined Yerevan State Chamber Choir
and the “Komitas” Choir. Taking the
stage was conductor Dr. Vartan
Agopian, formerly of Beirut but cur-
rently of Prague, who led the musi-
cians in a series of pieces arranged by
him for the occasion, a few played in
each section of the program. These
included hymn settings: a heartfelt ren-
dition of “The Church’s One Founda-
tion”, a light, almost whimsical “Faith
of Our Fathers” and a contrapuntal
setting of “A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God”. Also interspersed within the
program were Armenian popular and
folk songs, ranging from the classic
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Gomidas (“Karoun a and
“Vagharshabad Dance”), to an Arme-
nian folk-flavored Babajanian (“Azk
Parabandz”), to a sensitive and dra-
matic offering of a popular song by
Smbatyan (“Hayastan”).

Itis amazing to consider the quan-
tity and range of contributions the
Armenian Evangelical Church has made
to the progress as well as the welfare
of the Armenian nation. The second
film presentation addressed the major
ways the Church has been a blessing
despite its small numbers, whether in
the areas of biblical literacy, or educa-
tion, or publication, or social service
and more. So much laudable work has
been done in so many countries, and
the beneficiaries of that dedicated ser-
vice, or their descendants, were in fact
those seated in the concert hall this
very evening!

The third film presentation cen-
tered primarily on the Evangelical
Church of Armenia and AMAA-
Armenia’s work in the past three de-
cades in Armenia and Artsakh. It was
a good reminder to see on the screen
the many initiatives in social as well as
spiritual work that have been done
over the years, and how the Evangeli-
cal Church of Armenia has an impor-
tant role to play in the well-being of
Armenia, with God’s leading.

At the evening’s conclusion,
Maestro Vartan Agopian asked the au-
dience to stand as he led the choir in an
a cappella rendition of A. Missirian’s
“Lord’s Prayer (Hayr Mer)”. On be-
half of the Armenian Evangelical
World Council (AEWC), which orga-
nized the Jubilee Celebration, Rev.
Joel Mikaelian, AEWC President, gave
a closing charge to the audience: to
take their faith out to those around
them, laboring alongside their Arme-
nian Apostolic and Armenian Catholic
brethren, for the spread of the gospel.
Thereafter he offered a benediction.

And so, as it was before the
event, so also afterwards the attend-
ees, anxious to greet one another, lin-
gered together long after the lights
were dimmed in the hall and continued
their fellowship with the promise of
more interactions in the days to come.

* Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian is the
Coordinator of Church Relations of
the Union of the Armenian Evangelical
Churches in the Near East

India, Armenia Exploring

Continued frompage 1

In his opening remarks, Mirzoyan
likewise listed “defense and military-
technical cooperation” among the ar-
eas that are “very promising for our
countries.”

“The ongoing discussions in
these directions will turn into practi-
cal agreements and into new opportu-
nities for our governments and
businesspeople,” he said.

Mirzoyan and Verma met sepa-
rately before the session. According
to the Armenian Foreign Ministry,
Mirzoyan again praised the Indian
government’s position on the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and “re-
affirmed Armenia’s support for In-
dia” in its long-running dispute with
Pakistan.

Armenia and India signed a
Memorandum of Understanding at
the end of the session on Coopera-
tion in the Fields of Trade, Economy,
Technology, Science, Education and
Culture.

“The Agreed Minutes of the
IGC 8th Session and the Memoran-
dum of Understanding between the
Government of the Republic of Ar-
menia and the Government of the
Republic of India regarding Indian
Grant Assistance for Implementa-
tion of High Impact Community
Development Projects were signed
at the end of the 8th session of
Armenian-Indian Intergovernmental
Commission on Cooperation in the
Fields of Trade, Economy, Tech-
nology, Science, Education and Cul-
ture”, the statement says.
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