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Pashinyan, Blinken Discuss
Armenia-US Issues, Regional Peace

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan had a telephone con-
versation with US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on Monday.

The interlocutors discussed is-
sues related to the Armenia-US bilat-
eral agenda, as well as the security and
stability of the region.

Blinken spoke of a “historic op-
portunity to achieve peace in the re-
gion” after the phone call with
Pashinyan.

“Good discussion with [Prime
Minister] Nikol Pashinyan on
Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s his-
toric opportunity to achieve peace
in the region. I commend Armenia
on its positive steps forward with
Azerbaijan [and] Turkey.” He said
in a Tweet.

According to the official Arme-
nian readout of the call, Pashinyan
“reaffirmed his commitment to the
peace agenda,” while Blinken expressed
Washington’s readiness to assist in the

resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflictin its capacity as OSCE Minsk
Group co-chair, the opening of Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani transport links and
the release of Armenian prisoners of
war remaining in Azerbaijan.

Prime Minister Pashinyan reaf-
firmed his commitment to the peace
agenda and emphasized that the Arme-
nian public supports this course.

The interlocutors also discussed
the processes taking place in Armenia-
Turkey relations. The Secretary of
State welcomed the telephone conver-
sation between the Prime Minister of
Armenia and the President of Turkey
on July 11 and reiterated the willing-
ness of the US to support the normal-
ization of relations between the two
countries.

The Armenian Prime Minister and
the US Secretary of State hailed the
high-level contacts between Armenia
and the US and agreed to continue the
dialogue..

U.S. Ready to Work With Russia
on Karabakh: Ambassador Lynne Tracy

YEREVAN --The U.S. ambassa-
dorto Armenia, Lynne Tracy, on Tues-
day reaffirmed Washington’s stated
readiness for renewed cooperation with
Russia on facilitating a settlement of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

“We have said that we are ready
to use the [OSCE] Minsk Group as a
platform,” Tracy told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian Service in an interview. “That
offer remains open. We have not seen
our Russian colleagues responding to
that offer.”

In the words of Tracy, the U.S.
still hopes that Russia will “re-engage
in this format.”

“We certainly continue to the see
the Minsk Group as a forum, a plat-
form that has an international mandate
to address the situation of Nagorno-
Karabakh,” said the ambassador. “We
will continue to look for ways to use
that forum. We will also work bilater-
ally with the parties in the region.”

Washington, she went on, is

coordinating its Karabakh peace
efforts with the European Union,
whose top official, Charles Michel,
has hosted three meetings of Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian and Azerbaijan’s Presi-
dent I[lham Aliyev in Brussels since
December.

“Some of what we are exploring

Continued onpage3

Azerbaijan Using Armenian POWs and
Civilian hostages as Political Weapon —
FM Mirzoyan

PRAGUE -- Nearly two years
after the secession of hostilities in
Nagorno-Karabakh, humanitarian is-
sues remain unresolved, Armenian
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said
at a joint press conference with his
Czech counterpart Jan Lipavsky.

“Azerbaijan continues to hold
Armenian prisoners of war and civilian
hostages, using them as a political
weapon. Also, Azerbaijan’s policy of
destruction, desecration of the Arme-
nian cultural and religious heritage in
the territories fallen under Azerbaijani

control is of great concern. In this re-
gard, we expect a targeted response and
practical action from the international
community,” Minister Mirzoyan said.

He noted that the realities result-
ing from the use of force and mass
violations of human rights cannot cre-
ate a sustainable foundation for re-
gional peace and security.

“Armenia has repeatedly stated
its readiness for constructive dialogue,
refrained from preconditions and war-

Continued on page4

Report

Armenia to Purchase Indian Military Drones

An Armenian defense delegation
has visited India to explore the possi-
bility of buying Indian-manufactured
combat drones and other weapons.

The Mumbai-based news service
dnaindia.com reported this week that
the delegation “came armed with a
shopping list” when it met with Indian
officials last month. Citing an unnamed
official, it said that drones “figured
prominently on the list.”

The online publication gave no
other details of the talks. Nor did it say
if any agreements were reached by the
two sides.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry on
Friday declined to comment on the
reported visit of its representatives to
India or its broader interest in Indian

military hardware.

Visiting Yerevan earlier this
month, a senior official from the In-
dian Ministry of External Affairs said
India and Armenia are discussing
“long-term” military cooperation as
part of their efforts to deepen their
ties. The official, Sanjay Verma, spoke
during a session of an Indian-Arme-
nian intergovernmental commission on
bilateral cooperation.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan,
who co-chaired the session with Verma,
listed “defense and military-technical
cooperation” among the areas that are
“very promising for our countries.”

Mirzoyan held talks with Indian

Continued on page4
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Any Precondition Put Forward by Turkey
Unacceptable for Armenia —
Eduard Aghajanyan

YEREVAN —Armenia’s position
on Armenian-Turkishrelations remains
unchanged, any precondition is unac-
ceptable for the Armenian side, Chair-
man of the National Assembly’s Stand-
ing Committee on Foreign Relations,
said at a joint press conference with
David McAlister, chairman of the Eu-
ropean Parliament’s Foreign Affairs
Committee.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said on Thursday that
Yerevan must take “concrete steps” to
negotiate a peace accord sought by
Baku and open a land corridor to
Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan exclave.
That, he said, is essential for normal-
izing Turkish-Armenian relations.

“I think that [Cavusoglu’s] state-
ment mentioned by you was not [an
expression of] preconditions,” Eduard
Aghajanyan, the chairman of the Ar-
menian parliament committee on for-
eign relations, told reporters.

“In essence, Turkey has always
come out with this position which
obviously has never been acceptable to
us,” he said.

Aghajanyan complained about a
“gap” between Ankara’s statements
and actions. “Of course one of our
objectives is to do everything so that
this discrepancy doesn’t exist any-
more or is at least reduced to a mini-

mum,” he said.

Eduard Aghajanyan attached im-
portance to the meetings of the delega-
tion led by Mr. McAllister with Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, Parliament
Speaker Alen Simonyan, Deputy
Speaker Ruben Rubinyan, members of
the Standing Committee on Foreign
Relations and representatives of politi-
cal forces represented in the Parlia-
ment.

During the meetings reference
was made to regional issues, in par-
ticular, the developments in the con-
text of Armenian-Azerbaijani, Arme-
nian-Turkish relations in the post-war
period, the related problems and the
ways to solve them, as well as the
return of Armenian prisoners of war,
preservation of historical and cultural
heritage and many other issues.

Chairman of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs of the European Parlia-
ment, David McAllister, also empha-
sized the importance of the meetings
held in Armenia, stressed the importance
of the issues discussed. He also empha-
sized the active role of the European
Parliament in the work towards the settle-
ment of regional problems.

David McAllister reminded that
the European Parliament has called on
both countries to return the prisoners
of war.

Armenia's Economic Activity Up
11.8% in First Half of 2022

YEREVAN --
Armenia's economic
activity in the first six
months of 2022 grew
at the rate of 11.8%
compared to the same
period of 2021, the
National Statistical |
Committee (NSC)said |
today. e

It said the eco- |
nomic activity in June
2022 was up 18.5%

when compared to
June 2021 and up 17% compared to
May 2022.

According to the NSC, the indus-
trial output in January-June totaled
about 1 trillion 194 billion drams hav-
ing increased by 5.8% compared to the
same period of 2021.

Construction sector grew by
12.7%to alittle over 149 billion drams.
According to the statistical data, the

domestic trade amounted to over 1.8
trillion drams having upped 10.7% year-
on-year.

Services sector (excluding trade)
in the first half of 2022 amounted to
over 1.1 trillion drams, which is 26.9%
more than in the six months of 2021.

Agricultural gross outputin Janu-
ary-June declined by 5.5% about291.9
billion drams.-
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Human Rights Groups Criticize
EU’s Azerbaijan Gas Deal

Human rights groups have criti-
cized an EU deal to ramp up gas sup-
plies from Azerbaijan, as Europe
scrambles to secure non-Russian
sources of energy, The Guardian re-
ports.

The European commission presi-
dent, Ursula von der Leyen, on Mon-
day hailed Azerbaijan as a “crucial”
and “reliable” energy supplier, as she
announced an agreement with Baku to
expand the southern gas corridor, the
3,500km pipeline taking Caspian Sea
gas to Europe.

Standing alongside Azerbaijan’s
president, Ilham Aliyev, Von der Leyen
said the EU was diversifying away from
Russiaand turning “towards morereliable,
trustworthy partners”, adding she was
glad to count Azerbaijan among them.

Under the agreement, gas supplies
tothe EU from Azerbaijan are forecast to
reach 20bn cubic meters a year in 2027,
up from 8bn currently. Supplies are set
to increase to 12bn by 2023.

Human Rights Watch said the EU
should not have signed the memoran-
dum, nor enter a mooted new bilateral
agreement, without insisting on politi-
cal reforms: the release of scores of
political prisoners and changes to laws
that heavily restrict non-governmental
organizations and the media.

Azerbaijan uses oil and gas “to

silence the EU on fundamental rights
issues,” said Philippe Dam, acting EU
director at Human Rights Watch. “The
reality is that Azerbaijan authorities
have been famous for cracking down
on civil society activists investigating
corruption, especially when it comes
to oil and gas.”

“The EU should not say a coun-
try is reliable when it is restricting the
activities of civil society groups and
crushing political dissent,” Dam said.

Other campaigners accused the
EU of undermining its climate goals,
while enriching autocrats. “It is ex-
traordinary that the EU seems intent on
not learning from its current predica-
ment, and is pushing to build more
pipelines which would lock us into gas
in the long term,” said Barnaby Pace, a
senior gas campaigner at Global Wit-
ness. “A rapid boost for renewable
energy and home insulation should be
the obvious answer to the crises Eu-
rope is staring at — and certainly not
repeating the mistakes that have taken
us to this point.”

Eve Geddie, director of Amnesty
International’s Brussels office, said
“repressive and unaccountable regimes
are rarely reliable partners” and added
that “privileging short-term objectives
at the expense of human rights is a
recipe for disaster.”

Armenia to Launch Another Satellite

YEREVAN — A second Arme-
nian satellite will be launched into space
in the near future, Minister of High-

Technology Industry Robert
Khachatryan said on Monday.

“The second one will also be a
satellite designed to take pictures,”
Khachatryan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service. “I can’t give any dates [for its
launch,] but [it should happen] circa
2023 or 2024.”

The Armenian government an-
nounced the launch of the first-ever
Armenian satellite in late May. The
apparently small device named ArmSat-
1 was carried into space by a SpaceX
rocket that blasted off from Cape
Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida.
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said it
will be used for a wide range of pur-
poses, including border control, natu-
ral disaster management and geology.

The government is understood is
have purchased ArmSat-1 from
Satlantis, a Spanish company that spe-
cializes in the production of small sat-
ellites and cameras for them. It has still
notrevealed financial terms of the deal
or technical parameters of the satellite,

fuelling skepticism among its critics
about the significance of the project.

Khachatryan reaffirmed govern-
ment plans to open a satellite opera-
tions center in Armenia before the end
of this year. The government has al-
ready commissioned equipment for the
center and started preparations for train-
ing its personnel, added the minister.

Armenia’s arch-foe Azerbaijan
launched its first communication and
observation satellite into space in 2013.
The Azerbaijani army reportedly used
satellite images for its offensive mili-
tary operations carried out during the
2020 war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Khachatryan said that his gov-
ernment is also discussing with
Satlantis and other firms the possibility
of manufacturing observation satel-
lites in Armenia.

“We are negotiating with various
companies to see what capacities exist
in Armenia and how they can be used
properly,” he said. “Such capacities
did existin Armeniain Soviet times and
they have been partly preserved. We
have good ideas and specialists here
whose skills could be put to good use.”
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US State Department Trafficking in Persons Report:
Armenia on Tier 2 For Second Year Running

TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS REPORT
JULY 2022

YEREVAN — For the second
year in a row Armenia is in the Tier 2
of the U.S. State Department’s report
on Trafficking in Persons (TIP), re-
leased on July 19.

The U.S. Embassy in Armenia
said this indicates an overall expansion
of the authorities’ efforts to eliminate
human trafficking compared to previ-
ous reporting periods.

The report notes that the Arme-
nian government does not fully com-
ply with minimum standards for eradi-
cating human trafficking, but has made
significant efforts to do so.

The report says that these efforts
include prosecuting more traffickers
and identifying more victims. Courts
have convicted a trafficker for the first
time since 2014. The government ap-
proved screening indicators for use by
social workers, has also amended pro-
cedures to standardize data collection
and information sharing, and provided
comprehensive training to relevant
personnel.

However, the government failed
to meet minimum standards in several
key areas, according to the report.

It says police continued to re-
peatedly question victims for long
hours, though reportedly within the
law. Emergency services did not al-
ways screen vulnerable populations
for signs of human trafficking, while
police in some remote areas lacked
information and training to inform vic-
tims of their rights, and victims con-
tinued to face limited access to justice,
including a lack of victim-centered
procedures and formal witness pro-
tection measures.

The report says that traffickers
have exploited local and foreign vic-
tims in Armenia, as well as victims
from Armenia abroad over the past
five years. Traffickers use some Ar-
menian migrants seeking work in Rus-
sia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and Turkey for forced labor, often
through recruitment fraud and exorbi-
tant recruitment fees charged by em-
ployment brokers.

Armenian women can also be
used for sexual exploitationinthe UAE
and Turkey. Armenian women can be

exploited for sexual exploitation, hu-
man trafficking, and forced begging
within the country.

Some children work in agricul-
ture, construction, and service indus-
tries within the country, where they
are vulnerable to trafficking.

Ukrainian, Belarusian, and Rus-
sian women working as dancers in
Armenian nightclubs are vulnerable to
sexual exploitation. Traffickers can
target Iranian and Indian migrants who
volunteer to work in the informal sec-
tor for exploitation as forced labor.

Men inrural areas with low levels
of education and children in state-run
child care facilities remain highly vul-
nerable to trafficking.

Policy recommendations include
increased identification efforts, includ-
ing implementation of standard operat-
ing procedures for screening victims
of trafficking and training of officers
on how to screen for human traffick-
ing, commercial sex workers, migrants,
refugees, and other at-risk groups;
empowering labor inspectors with the
legal authority to conduct regular
checks, including at illegal employers,
and to identify victims through unan-
nounced visits; establishing and imple-
menting measures to prevent child la-
bor and potential trafficking of chil-
dren in public child care institutions;
increased access to justice during court
proceedings, such as developing vic-
tim-centered policies to reduce re-trau-
matization, enhance confidentiality, and
provide protection for victims and
witnesses; increasing resources for
victim reintegration services; estab-
lishing formal procedures for repatri-
ating victims of trafficking from abroad.

The U.S. State Department places
each country in this report onto one of
four tiers, as mandated by the TVPA
(Trafficking Victims Protection Act).
This placement is based not on the size
of a country’s problem but on the
extent of government efforts to meet
the TVPA’s minimum standards for
the elimination of human trafficking

Tier 1 is the highest ranking indi-
cating that a government has made
efforts to address the problem that
meet the TVPA’s minimum standards

U.S. Ready to Work With Russia

Continued from page 1

with the governments of Armenia and
Azerbaijan is some technical sup-
port, some technical assessments

that are ultimately aimed at unblock-
ing regional transportation connec-
tions,” explained Tracy. She did not
claborate.

“Because ofits location Syunik
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AUA Hosts Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for
Sona Hamalian Conference Room

YEREVAN -- On June 27, the
American University of Armenia (AUA)
hosted the ribbon-cutting ceremony
for the Sona Hamalian conference
room (413M), named in memory of
the first director of the AUA Extension
program.

Since the day AUA opened its
doors in 1991, Hamalian served as the
administrator and right-hand assistant
to Dr. Mihran Agbabian, AUA’s co-
founder and first president. In 1992,
she became the director of AUA Ex-
tension, now called Open Education.
Following her untimely death,
Hamalian’s twin sister Sossy and her
husband Dr. Vicken Aharonian, both
AUA Pillars, memorialized her legacy
by naming conference room 413M in
the AUA Main Building in her honor.

The ceremony was attended by
the Aharonians’ and Hamalians’ im-
mediate family members, close friends
and relatives, as well as AUA commu-
nity members who had known and
worked with Sona Hamalian in the
past.

Following the ribbon-cutting, the
guests gathered for a reception in the
Faculty Center. In her welcoming
speech, AUA President Dr. Karin
Markides addressed the guests high-
lighting the naming of 413M Sona
Hamalian conference room in com-
memoration of her life and in honor of
her memory.

“Sona Hamalian was a well-re-
spected and devoted member of the
AUA community, whose memory will
live on through the widely used Sona
Hamalian conference room, which
serves as a meeting point for discus-
sions, interviews, and team meetings
to collaborate, recruit the best faculty
and staff, and work towards the flour-
ishing future of the University. She
would have been very proud to see all
the accomplishments AUA continues
to have,” said Dr. Markides.

AUA’s co-founder and former
president Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian

reflected on the past, on the
University’s inception and Hamalian’s
crucial role in its development.

“Dr. Mihran Agbabian hired Sona
around July of 1991. He was familiar
with her work ethic and skills. Sona
did an impossible job in setting up
offices, classrooms, library textbooks,
the registrar’s office, housing for fac-
ulty members, and more. It was all
possible due to her dedication and
commitment to the University,” re-
marked Dr. Der Kiureghian.

Following his speech, Dr. Der
Kiureghian shared a short passage from
Sona Hamalian’s report on the Exten-
sion program. The very last paragraph
of the report contained the following
message:

When asked “What is your vision
for the 90s,” I respond humorously. “I
am not a visionary. [ am a dreamer and
I have fantasies”. We are excited for
our next 1000 years (after all, for a
nation 4000 years old, this kind of
exaggeration is permissible). The tech-
nological advancements ofrecent years
are revolutionizing education, and we
are looking forward to providing the
highest quality of instruction in the
formats that best serve Armenia’s edu-
cational goals.

Dr. Vicken Aharonian, brother-
in-law to Sona Hamalian, shared the
thought that had inspired the naming
of the conference room in her honor
and expressed gratitude to the Univer-
sity staff, faculty, and guests for their
support and efforts in developing Ar-
menia.

“We wanted to honor her memory.
Nobody will live forever, but it is good
to create something that will, and 1
hope that this conference room will
serve AUA, where her name will en-
dure forever,” he said. “We are truly
grateful to the University, which we
have been supporting for many years.
AUA is the future of this country. I
wish you the best. Thank you very
much.”

has been a very strong and appropri-
ate focus of concern for its secu-
rity,” Tracy said in this regard. “But
at the same time I would just note,
based on a number of trips that I’ve
made, that I also see positive things
happening there.”

The diplomat pointed to socio-
economic development projects
implemented in Syunik by the Arme-
nian government and the provincial
administration.

Asked how the U.S. would re-

act to a possible attack on Syunik,
Tracy said: “I don’t want to get into
hypotheticals or speculate. I think
this is why we are so focused on the
diplomatic track and maintaining
these direct conversations of en-
couraging progress on a number of
fronts: peace negotiations, the [Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani] border commis-
sion, unblocking regional transpor-
tation linkages. That is, I think, one
of the best safeguards for the secu-
rity of all in the region.”
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An Update from the Eastern Diocese on Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan
Diocesan Primate is Alert and in Recovery
Following Auto Accident

NEW YORK -- This week, the
faithful of the Armenian Church were
deeply moved by the grave news that
the Very Rev. Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan,
the Primate of the Eastern Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America, was
seriously injured in an automobile ac-
cident.

The accident occurred in the early
morning hours of Saturday, July 16.
Fr. Parsamyan was traveling to St.
Vartan Camp on the New York State
Thruway, when short of the camp exit
his car swerved off the highway. No
other car was involved. He was trans-
ported by helicopter to Albany Medical
Center. By God’s grace, Fr. Mesrop’s
injuries were not life-threatening; how-
ever, he sustained damage to his hip
and both ankles.

As of July 21, our Primate has
undergone extensive surgeries, and
physicians are pleased with his
progress. The treating physicians are
also in contact with peers in Manhat-
tan to facilitate the Primate’s antici-
pated return to New York City.

We are greatly heartened that Fr.
Mesrop is receiving care at Albany
Medical Center: a Level-One Trauma
and Orthopedic Hospital—highly re-
garded in the state and national medical
community. He is in the very good
hands of an excellent team of physi-
cians and surgeons, including a num-
ber of area Armenian doctors and
nurses who are constantly looking af-
ter his well-being.

In addition, members of the Ar-
menian American Health Professionals
Organization (AAHPO) are in regular
communication with the Diocese and
the medical team in Albany, to keep
everyone currenton Fr. Mesrop’s treat-
ment and status.

As for our Primate himself, he is
fully alert, aware, and making deci-
sions about his own health care. He
will remain at Albany Medical Center
until it is appropriate and safe to trans-
fer him to New York City for contin-
ued care and rehabilitation. Certainly,

it will be weeks before he will be able
to put weight on his legs. But all who
know Hayr Sourp are assured that he
will meet the challenges before him
with determination, work, and faith.

Above all we offer praise to our
merciful Lord Jesus, who had his sav-
ing hand upon his servant last week-
end, and will continue to sustain Hayr
Sourp in body and spirit. May the Lord
bring healing to Fr. Mesrop, and to all
who endure physical and spiritual inju-
ries in our world.

Since the initial announcement of
Fr. Parsamyan's accident, the out-
pouring of goodwill, affection and
prayer from our faithful has been beau-
tiful to behold.

Countless people have expressed
a desire to send personal messages to
Fr. Mesrop. The Eastern Diocese has
created an online platform to help you
do so—which can be accessed at the
link below. The Diocese will print your
messages and deliver them to Hayr
Sourp in the hospital. Your prayers
and words of encouragement mean so
much at this time.

We ask that you continue to pray
for our Primate as he proceeds, with
our Lord’s help, to a complete recov-
ery. Pray, too, for the compassionate
physicians and surgeons, who are dili-
gently caring for our dear Arachnort.

Eastern Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America

Azerbaijan Using Armenian POWs

Continued from page 1

mongering rhetoric, for sustainable
peace and development of our region,”
the Foreign Minister stated.

During a meeting with Jan
Lipavsky, Ararat Mirzoyan briefed him
on Armenia’s position and efforts to-
ward establishing peace and stability in

the region, where the OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chairmanship plays a key
role in reaching a comprehensive and
lasting settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. In this regard, he
expressed gratitude to the Czech side
for its continued support to these ef-
forts and the role the OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chairmanship plays.

Armenia to Purchase Indian Military Drones

Continued from page 1

Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar in April on the sidelines of
an international conference held in In-
dia. It was their third face-to-face
meeting in eight months. Jaishankar
visited Armenia last October.

“India sees Armenianotonly asa
friend but a good counterweight to
Turkey whose President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has been particularly belliger-
ent on the Kashmir issue and followed

anumber of policies inimical to India,”
wrote dnaindia.com. It noted that
India’s arch-foe Pakistan is allied to
Turkey and Azerbaijan.

India has backed Karabakh peace
efforts spearheaded by the United
States, Russia and France. Ithas backed
Armenia in an Armenian-Azerbaijani
border dispute that broke out in May
2021. In a statement issued at the time,
the Indian foreign ministry called on
Baku to “pull back forces immediately
and cease any further provocation.”
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AMAA Executive Director/CEO Visits
Mission Field in Istanbul

PARAMUS, NJ — Following the
Armenian Evangelical Church’s 175%
Anniversary commemorative events in
Armenia, Armenian Missionary Asso-
ciation of America Executive Director/
CEO Zaven Khanjian, along with his
wife Sona, traveled to Istanbul on
Friday, July 16, 2022, for a short
mission field visit where they were
welcomed by Rev. Kirkor Adabalodlu,
Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical
Church in Gedikpapa.

On Sunday, July 17, Mr. Khanjian
participated in the Worship Service of
the Armenian Evangelical Church in
Gedikpapa, and shared a message in
Armenian while Rev. Adabalodlu, trans-
lated to Turkish. The message was
based on Matthew 5:14-16, “You are
the light of the world.”

On Monday, July 18, Mr.
Khanjian with his wife Sona, and ac-
companied by Rev. Adabalodlu, vis-
ited the Patriarchate of Istanbul where
they were received by His Eminence
Archbishop Sahag II Mashalian, Ar-
menian Patriarch of Constantinople.

The guests congratulated His Emi-
nence on his election as the Patriarch
of Constantinople. Mr. Khanjian spoke
about the celebratory events of the
175" Anniversary of the Armenian
Evangelical Church held in Yerevan
and remembered with gratitude the
presence of Archbishop Nathan
Hovhannisian, who delivered the con-
gratulatory message of His Holiness
Karekin II Catholicos of All Arme-
nians. Mr. Khanjian also thanked the
Patriarch for his message on the same
occasion.

His Eminence once again con-
gratulated the 175" Anniversary of the
Armenian Evangelical Church and
emphasized the importance of preach-
ing the Holy Bible in our times, as
people sometimes have a negative atti-
tude toward the Bible. He also empha-
sized the need to continue living our
Christian faith by following the ex-
ample of our grandfathers who experi-
enced miracles with faith.

Mr. Khanjian referred to the re-
construction project of Camp Armen
in Tuzla and expressed the desire of
His Eminence’s moral support and
blessing. His Eminence emphasized
that the rightful owner of the institu-
tionis the Armenian Evangelical Com-
munity and, since it will be used by
members of the Armenian community
without religious discrimination, the
work done would be of interest to the
Patriarchal See and the Armenian
Catholic Archdiocese. He also stated

that he gave instructions for
fundraising, and engagement in future
plans.

Mr. Khanjian expressed his satis-
faction that an inter-community un-
derstanding was formed for the real-
ization of such a goal. He also empha-
sized that there were healthy inter-
church relations in Istanbul, the result
of which was the book about the Basic
Principles of Christianity published in
Turkish, Armenian, and English lan-
guages, the like of which has never
been seen before. His Eminence gave
copies of these books to the guests, as
well as copies of his authored book
“Yergu Ukhtavor” (Two Pilgrims). The
guests expressed their gratitude for
the hospitality and dialogue and bid
farewell to His Eminence.

On the same day, Mr. Khanjian
and his wife, Sona, accompanied by
Rev. Kirkor Adabalodlu, visited Arch-
bishop Boghos Lévon Zékiyan of the
Armenian guests was Father Vartan
Kazanjian.

Matters relating to the Armenian
community in Istanbul and the region
were topics of discussion. Archbishop
Z¢ékiyan expressed support for the re-
construction of Camp Armen in Tuzla
and affirmed the Church’s inclination
to engage in the project. The guests
thanked the Archbishop for welcom-
ing them with a warm reception.

On July 18, Mr. and Mrs.
Khanjian also visited the Hrant Dink
School located at the Armenian Evan-
gelical Church of Gedikpa®ain Istanbul.
They interacted with the students in
grades K-9 who presented a special
performance of recitations and songs.
It was a moving experience to see this
island, a ghetto of national identity.
These children and their school are
equivalent to the “Youth Home of
Istanbul” — children who are ‘cast out’
of the system, but warmly embraced
by our Church in Gedikpa®a supported
by the AMAA, where they come to
know, learn, and realize their national
identity, origin, and Christian faith.

On July 19, his last day in
Istanbul, Mr. Khanjian along with his
wife, Rev. Adabalodlu, Hrant Dink
School children, teachers, and staff,
aswell as members of the Camp Armen
Building Committee, representatives of
the three Armenian denominations, and
representatives of the Gedikpa®a Mu-
nicipal Council visited Camp Armen. A
bus was provided by the Municipal
Council who invited the guests to share
a meal with them following the visit.
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JUVENILE DEFENSE
ASSAULT & BATTERY CHARGES

ROBBERY AND THEFT OFFENSES

DRUG OFFENSES o SEX CRIMES
THEFT CRIMES o GANG CRIMES
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DETERMINED & COMPASSIONATE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

o DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)
VEHICULAR OFFENSES/HIT AND RUN
IMMIGRATION - MOTION TO VACATE A PLEA

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON
CRIMES INVOLVING POLICE OFFICERS
CRIMINAL THREATS o WEAPON CHARGES

At the law office of ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, we provide zealous
representation to achieve the best possible outcome on your behalf.

LAW OFFICES OF

«, ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, PC

www.TAVOUKJIANLAW.com
135 E. Valley BI, #B, Alhambra, CA 91801

626.386.8606

ALICE TAVOUKJIAN
Attorney At Law
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Norayr Daduryan Armeno-Turkish
Translation Services

From Armeno-Turkish to Armenian and English languages.
Bring your family's history back to life!
Family letters, postcards, diaries, and more...

Please reach out for quotes
Website: norayr.daduryan.com
Email: norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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Massis2@earthlink.net (626) 797-7680
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022

STARTING AT 11:00AM

VERDUGO PARK / GLENDALE
1621 CANADA BLVD, GLENDALE, CA 91208

LIVE Y ARMENIAN
MUSIC | FOOD A GAMES } EXHIBITION

HO STED=BY
LILIT SARGSYAN

FREE ADMISSION / UNhSLL U2US




