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16 Dead, Dozens Injured After Fireworks Blast at Armenian Market

YEREVAN -- Atleast 16 persons
were killed and more than 61 people
injured in an explosion that took place
in a Yerevan market on Sunday after-
noon, causing amajor fire in the sprawl-
ing complex just off the city center.

It took firefighters more than
two days to contain the fire. As of
Wednesday morning, rescuers were
still looking for one missing person
inside a three-story building of the
warehouse that had partially collapsed
as a result of the explosion and fire.

In a Facebook post Minister of
Emergency Situations Armen
Pambukhchyan said that among the
dead were also a child and a pregnant
woman.

It was immediately unclear what
caused the blast. Videos posted on
social media showed black smoke ris-
ing from the Surmalu market where,
among other things, fireworks and
other pyrotechnics are sold.

Pambukhchian said that accord-
ing to preliminary information up to
four tons of explosive materials were
stored within the premises of the
Surmalu market

Levon Sardaryan, a spokesman
for Yerevan’s municipality, later con-

firmed reports that the explosion took
place at the fireworks warehouse.

He said rescuers were on the
scene trying to pull out injured people
from under the rubble after a three-
storey building had partially collapsed.

Emergencies Minister Armen
Pambukhchyan ruled out terrorism as
a cause of the incident.

“Watching the footage of the ex-
plosion, we almost rule out such a
theory [that a bomb had been planted],
because first there was smoke, then
fire covering some small area, then
came an explosion,” he said. “Quite a
large amount of explosive materials
was stored there.”

The building surrounding the site
of the blast and fire was initially still
standing but very shaky, according to
Deputy Emergency Situations Minis-
ter Davit Hambarian.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
and a number of other high-ranking
officials visited the blast site Monday
morning to survey the damage.

On Tuesday, PM Pashinyan
signed a decree declaring two days of
national mourning on August 17-18
for the victims of a massive fire at a
Yerevan market.

The Prosecutor General’s office
has opened a criminal investigation
into the explosion, saying it is not
ruling out any possible causes. As of
now, it remains unclear how the fire-
works detonated.

Investigators are looking into a
possible breach of fire-safety regula-
tions, which the market’s manager
denied in a brief telephone interview
with RFE/RL’s Armenian Service to-
day.

The Investigative Committee said
that interrogations of survivors and
eyewitnesses were underway, but said
there were no suspects or accused at
the moment as part of the criminal
probe launched in connection with the
incident.

A number of Pashinyan’s politi-
cal allies, however, have advocated a
ban on the sale of fireworks in Arme-

Tehran Opposes Any Attemp to Alter
Iran-Armenia Border

YEREVAN -- Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi reiterated his country’s
opposition to any attempt to alter bor-
ders in the region as he held a phone
call with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan reported by Yerevan on
Thursday.

During the phone call Pashinyan
and Raisi discussed issues related to
regional developments and security chal-
lenges. The Prime Minister of Armenia
presented details to the President of
Iran about the recent border incidents
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. In the
context of establishing stability and
peace in the region, Nikol Pashinyan
emphasized the importance of the full
implementation of the trilateral agree-
ments of November 9, 2020, January
11 and November 26, 2021.

Referring to the recent tension in
the South Caucasus, the President of
Iran referred to the statement made by
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revo-

lution Ayatollah Khamenei during the
recent meeting with the presidents of
Russia and Turkey, noting that Iran is
sensitive about its borders in the
Caucasus region and will oppose any
attempt to alter them.

The parties also exchanged ideas
on bilateral ties, emphasized the im-
portance of bringing them closer.

Nikol Pashinyan expressed satis-
faction with the development of Arme-
nian-Iranian relations and noted that
Armenia is ready to maximally pro-
mote the transit of goods between the
two countries and to develop coopera-
tion in the field of infrastructure, in-
cluding in the direction of road, en-
ergy, etc.

The President of Iran described
the relations between the two coun-
tries as historical and deep and empha-
sized the need to raise the level of
sustainable Armenian-Iranian economic
cooperation.

Russian, Armenian Defense Ministers
Discuss Peacekeeping Mission In Karabakh

MOSCOW — Armenian Defense
Minister Suren Papikyan discussed with
his Russian counterpart Sergei Shoigu
the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh and
the activities of Russian peacekeepers
in the region as they held talks on the
sidelines of a Moscow conference on
Tuesday.

The Russian Defense Ministry
quoted Shoigu as saying during his
meeting with Papikyan that “we have
things to discuss, there are traditional
issues related to our military-technical
and military cooperation.”

“And, of course, it is issues re-
lated to the activities of our peacekeep-
ing contingent, which performs tasks
in Nagorno-Karabakh. We continue to
believe just as you do that the main
stabilizing factor is the ceasefire along
the entire line of contact,” the Russian
defense minister said.

Shoigu also reportedly thanked
his Armenian counterpart for attend-
ing the opening of the International
Army Games and the Army-2022 In-
ternational Military-Technical Forum,
as well as for participating in the Mos-
cow Conference on International Se-
curity.

Papikyan, as quoted by Russia’s
Defense Ministry, noted, for his part,
“the high level of bilateral Armenian-
Russian allied cooperation” that he said
was evidenced by his second meeting
with Shoigu since the beginning of this
year.

“This meeting is very important
for us. We highly appreciate the
achieved level of Armenian-Russian
cooperation, as well as the role of the
Russian presence in the South
Caucasus,” the Armenian defense min-
ister said.
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SDHP Representatives Present Proposels
for Constitutional Reforms

Armenia Climbs to 51st Place
in 2022 World Press Freedom Index
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YEREVAN - Davit Hakobyan,
Chairman of the Council for Reform of
the Armenian Constitution, at the Min-
istry of Justice, received Saro
Mardiryan, Deputy Mayor of
Alfortville, France, and Chairman of
the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
of France, accompanied by Varazdat
Yeghiazaryan, member of Armenia’s
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
(SDHP) Executive Committee.

The SDHP representatives pre-
sented the party’s proposals for the
constitutional reforms currently being
developed, specifically more efficient
use of the Diaspora's untapped poten-
tial.

“It is no secret that specialists in
all areas vital to the Republic of Arme-
nia live and work in the Diaspora,
whose professional experience and
skills can be very useful for Armenia,”
stated Mardiryan, “However, today,
an Armenian from the Diaspora cannot
obtain ministerial posts and certain
other posts within the government.”

One of the proposals to reform
the Constitution is to reform Article
148, which stipulates: "Only citizens
of the Republic of Armenia, perma-
nently residing in the Republic of Ar-
menia for the past four years and
having the right to vote..." with the
following: “Anyone over the age of
twenty-five, a citizen of the Republic
of Armenia and speaking Armenian,
may become a member of the govern-
ment.”

Constitutional amendments mak-
ingiteasier to obtain Armenian citizen-
ship were also discussed. “The Con-
stitution reforms proposed for obtain-
ing Armenian citizenship should make
it easier for Armenians in the Diaspora
who desire to obtain citizenship.” stated
Mardiryan, “this will strengthen the
feeling of belonging and ties to the
Armenian nation.”

Davit Hakobyan conveyed the
state of progress of the ongoing work
for the future Constitution of the Re-
public of Armenia.

Chess Olympiad: Armenia Wins Silver Medal

CHENNAL, INDIA -- History
was made in the open section of the
FIDE Chess Olympiad, which came to
an end this morning in Chennai, India.

Uzbekistan, one of the youngest
teams on the roster, defeated rating
favourites the Netherlands by 2.5-1.5,
securing the gold medal.

Undefeated over the eleven
rounds, the team coached by GM Ivan
Sokolov edged out Armenia on tiebreak,
automatically becoming national he-
roes.

Once again, Armenia outper-
formed the rating expectations and,
despite being the 12th seeded, got
away with the silver medal. This is a
reassuring result for a team that last
year lost its franchise player, Levon
Aronian, who changed federations to
the USA.

As the former world champion-

ship challenger Nigel Short put it, "the
one immutable rule of Olympiads is
that the team from Armenia is always
greater than the sum of its parts".

The Armenian squad was headed
by Gabriel Sargissian on the first board,
who, despite a poor start with four
draws and one defeat, became the best
scorer in the team during the second
half ofthe competition: his 4 victories
and 1 draw during the matches against
direct rivals were one of the keys for
the Armenian success. Robert
Hovhannisyan playing on board 4,
also greatly contributed to team
Armenia's success.

Along with the Uzbeks, the other
positive surprise of the event was the
excellent performance of the second
Indian team, officially called "India
B", and formed by young promising
stars.

REPORTERS

WITHOUT BORDERS

PARIS -- Armenia ranks 51st
position (up from 63rd last year in the
2022 World Press Freedom Index re-
leased by Reporters Without Borders
today.

According to the report, Ar-
menia has the freest press in the
region. Georgia has slipped from
60th to 89th place, Russia is 150th,
Turkey and Azerbaijan are ranked
149th and 154th respectively.
Armenia’s southern neighbor Iran is
178th on the list.

Inthe post-Soviet space Armenia

isbehind only Moldova and Baltic states
in the ranking.

Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Es-
tonia and Finland are ranked as the
countries with the highest degree of
freedom for journalists.

World Press Freedom Index,
which assesses the state of journalism
in 180 countries and territories, high-
lights the disastrous effects of news
and information chaos — the effects of
a globalized and unregulated online
information space that encourages fake
news and propaganda.

Armenian Council’s Project Director
Discusses Human Rights Issues with
Armenia’s Ombudsperson

YEREVAN -- Human Rights De-
fender, Kristinne Grigoryan, recently
held ameeting with Armenian Council’s
Project Director in Armenia, Christine
Shahinian where a multitude of issues
were discussed, including the trajec-
tory of Armenia in the aftermath of the
2020 war.

Ms. Shahinian conveyed the Ar-
menian Council’s mission in Armenia,
the various branches throughout the
Diaspora, and the willingness to help
Armenia’s Ombudsperson in her ef-
forts in preserving and defending the
human rights and freedoms of Arme-
nian citizens — specifically those in the
border towns, dealing with rampant
aggression by the Azerbaijani dictator-
ship.

surnad

The Human Rights Defender pre-
sented the security issues of the na-
tion, humanitarian and social issues
identified during the regular meetings
with the families of POWSs, missing
soldiers and civilians, as well the harsh
realities the residents of border towns
have endured since the end of the war.

The two sides agreed to collabo-
rate on future projects aimed at pro-
tecting the interests of Armenian citi-
zens. Ms. Shahinian reiterated the im-
portance of unity within Armenia and
expressed the need to double humani-
tarian and economic contributions from
the Diaspora to strengthen and main-
tain the integrity and security of the
Armenian nation for now and many
years to come.

Moscow Rejects Criticism of Russian
Peacekeepers in Karabakh

MOSCOW — The Russian for-
eign ministry, in a statement released
on Thursday, has rejected criticism of
its peacekeepers in Nagorno-Karabakh
for failing to prevent Azerbaijani ag-
gressions.

Deputy Director of the Informa-
tion and Press Department of the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry Ivan Nechaev

said that Russian peacekeepers are
taking steps to stabilize the situation in
the region and that Baku and Yerevan
have repeatedly noted the important
role of the Russian peacekeeping con-
tingent.

“Russia is in constant contact

Continued on page4



Massis Weekly

ICG Report: Baku Pursues Three Goals
It Hopes Will Pressure Armenia to Capitulate
in Negotiations

By escalating the situation in and
around Nagorno-Karabakh Azerbaijan
pursues three goals that it wants to
achieve either by force or the threat of
force, which it hopes will pressure
Armenia to capitulate in negotiations,
International Crisis Group (ICG) says
in its latest report on the region.

In its report titled “Warding Off
Renewed War in Nagorno-Karabakh”
that was published this week the Inter-
national Think Thank goes on to list
what it views as these three goals that
have to do with the overland connec-
tion between Nagorno-Karabakh and
Armenia known as the Lachin corri-
dor, the withdrawal of Armenian troops
from the region as well as a treaty with
Armenia to end the conflict that would
be to Azerbaijan’s advantage.

The report quotes an unnamed
Azerbaijani official as saying that “the
Armenian side is trying to delay the
commissioning of the new road this
year, thereby purposely delaying the
handover of the city of Lachin and a
number of villages to Azerbaijan.”

Azerbaijan’s second grievance,
according to ICG experts, relates to
what Baku says is Armenia’s failure to
withdraw forces from Nagorno-
Karabakh, as the ceasefire says it must
do. “Yerevan says it has done so. The
issue, it says, is Azerbaijan’s concern
that Nagorno-Karabakh’s de facto au-
thorities retain an armed force. Baku
argues that this force is illegal, de-
manding that Russian peacekeepers
disarm 1it, while Armenia and the de
facto authorities say its disarmament
was never part of the ceasefire deal,”
the report says.

“Baku seized upon comments
Armen Grigoryan, Armenia’s Security
Council secretary, made in an inter-
view in mid-July that Armenia would
withdraw forces by September as evi-
dence of its claims. Yerevan has since
furiously tried to walk back words it
says were taken out of context,” writes
the ICG, noting that Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian reiterated on
August4 thatall Armenian armed forces
have left Nagorno-Karabakh.

An Azerbaijani military official
told the ICG that Baku will press ahead
with operations until the area is fully
demilitarized.

The report says that, thirdly, Baku
appears keen to proceed to talks over
a treaty that it hopes will end the
conflict to its advantage. Although in
April the Azerbaijani and Armenian
leaders in Brussels declared their readi-
ness to start talks on such an agree-
ment, Azerbaijan has voiced frustra-
tion that subsequent diplomacy has
moved too slowly, the authors of the
report note.

An Azerbaijani official alleged that
Armenian officials are purposely de-
laying talks. “They think that, by pro-
longing the negotiations, they can wait
for the geopolitical situation to change
in their favor,” the official quoted by
the ICG said.

For their part, officials in Yerevan
blame Baku, saying it is Azerbaijani
officials that are “dragging their feet in
EU-mediated talks and hoping to take

advantage of the world’s focus on
Russia’s war in Ukraine,” the authors
of the report say.

“From a military standpoint, Ar-
menia and de facto authorities in
Nagorno-Karabakh view Baku’s sei-
zure of Farukh (Parukh) in March, as
well as positions held by the de facto
Nagorno-Karabakh forces near the
Lachin corridor and along the front
lines in the entity’s north and north
west, as an attempt to gain high ground
and, thus, strategic advantage,” the
ICG notes.

The authors of the report wonder
whether Russian peacekeepers can
deter Azerbaijan and enforce the
ceasefire, noting that since early May,
they have been conducting daily pa-
trols on Sarybaba heights close to the
Lachin corridor. “The patrols stopped
acouple of days before the Azerbaijani
advances, however, for reasons that
are unclear,” the report says.

A senior de facto official in
Stepanakert quoted by the ICG said the
peacekeepers often feel powerless.
“Everyone understands that Russia is
weaker than ever before in the interna-
tional arena,” the de facto representa-
tive said, according to the report.

“The clashes have once again
highlighted the challenges faced by the
Russian peacekeeping mission with-
out a clear mandate for how it can
engage beyond its monitoring role — a
problem made worse by Russia’s loss
of standing following its invasion of
Ukraine,” the ICG writes.

Ina 2021 report, the ICG called
on the sides to hold talks on clarify-
ing the peacekeepers’ role. “They
appear increasingly unlikely to do so,
particularly amid increasing criticism
of the mission by both Armenia and
Azerbaijan. Such frustration risks un-
dermining the peacekeepers’ ability
to carry out their existing mandate of
observing the ceasefire in the con-
flict zone. If and when the time be-
comes ripe, international mediators
must urge the sides to revisit this
issue, which will likely come to a
head in any case in 2025 when Baku
and Yerevan must give their assent to
the mission’s continuation,” the re-
port says.

According to ICG experts, “most
importantly, Western capitals and
Moscow should try to ensure that their
standoff over Ukraine does not bleed
into mediation efforts in Nagorno-
Karabakh.”

“Even distracted, Moscow pays
more attention to Armenia and
Azerbaijan than does Brussels or Wash-
ington. It remains the only country
that has been willing to dispatch forces
to the region and it remains a key trade
partner of both countries. Working
with Moscow, distasteful as it may be
in European capitals, improves the odds
of bringing peace to the South
Caucasus,” the ICG says.

The group’s experts conclude
that “concerted diplomacy by all out-
side actors might yet avert a return to
war and keep nascent talks about an
eventual peace settlement and new
trade routes on track.”
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PBS Says ‘Yes’ to More Broadcasts
Of The Hidden Map

WGBH Boston, The Hidden Map & Armenian Museum Of
America Team Up For Special-Event Broadcasts

The Hidden Map, one of the only
Armenian films ever to be distributed
nationally by PBS, continues to share
the Armenian story with viewers across
America. After its successful June
premiere in hundreds of US cities, the
documentary has been scheduled for
more public television broadcasts from
coast to coast during the network’s
August pledge drive.

Especially noteworthy is Boston
WGBH’s visionary approach to con-
necting its viewers with the continuing
story. Recognizing its vibrant Arme-
nian community, WGBH made the im-
portant decision to spend an entire day
recording studio breaks for the up-
coming broadcasts of the documen-
tary in the Armenian Museum of
America in Watertown. Collaborating
with filmmaker Ani Hovannisian and
museum director Jason Sohigian, the
WGBH team created a program that
celebrates Armenian heritage, history
and resilience, featuring lively ex-
changes and museum treasures to ac-
company the film. They hope to en-
gage their diverse viewership includ-
ing Armenians with the rich 90 minute
program which will premiere on the
main channel GBH2- among the most
highly-regarded in the country- on
Monday, August 15 at 7:30 pm. Addi-
tional airdates are listed at wgbh.org.

- SRR )

Filmmaker Ani Hovannisianin a hid-
den chapel of Hokeats Vank near Van,
Historic Armenia

August airdates and times in other
PBS markets including Los Angeles,
San Francisco, Fresno, New Jersey,
New Hampshire, Washington D.C.,
Seattle, Cleveland, Tucson, Tampa,
Miami, Philadelphia, Lexington,
Charleston, Indianapolis, Louisville,
Grand Rapids, Providence, Austin, El
Paso, Fort Wayne and many more are
available by checking local PBS sched-
ules or thehiddenmap.com.

The Hidden Map takes viewers
on a daring journey with Hovannisian,
a granddaughter of Genocide survi-
vors, as she ventures to the lost ances-
tral Armenian homeland to uncover the
forbidden past. A chance meeting with

i FiLu ¥Y
ANl HOVANNISIAN

o R At THE
WGEH BOSTON (GBHZ) H IDDEN
MAp

MON, AUG 15, 2022- T:30 PM
SUN, AUG 21, 2022- 5:00 PM
e e :
Uncoums the forkidden Armenian past.

SPECIAL FILM PREMIERE
WITH STUDIO BREAKS AT THE
[ARRMENIAN MUSEUM OF AMERICA

IN WATERTOWN, MASS.

a Scottish explorer leads to a joint
odyssey beneath the surface of mod-
ern-day Turkey, unearthing sacred
relics, buried secrets and the hidden
map. The duo also meets Turks, Kurds
and ‘hidden’ Armenians who risk their
safety by revealing long-silenced truths.
Watch The Hidden Map Trailer.

PBS’s  partnership  with
Hovannisian is closely tied with the
Diasporan community who plays a
vitalrolein helping to keep the story on
the air for millions more to discover.
Viewers who pledge anominal amount
in support of PBS’s broadcasts of The
Hidden Map will not only help ensure
additional airings on a national stage,
but will receive unique gifts including
exquisite hand-crocheted traditional
dolls made exclusively for PBS view-
ers by women in Goris, Armenia. Some
of the talented craftswomen are dis-
placed citizens of Artsakh who are
now starting to build their lives anew,
supported partly by the income from
these dolls, which represent the
strength, beauty and resilience of all
women. Other gifts include DVDs,
original postcards of historic Western
Armenia and Lavash cookbook.

“It’s a huge exhale, ”said
Hovannisian, “to know that PBS has
taken the Armenian story and champi-
oned the truth by sharing The Hidden
Map with viewers over and over again.
They also do it because viewers are
responding. It’s a team effort, just as
it is our collective story. It was espe-
cially exciting to film pledge breaks
with WGBH hosts in the awesome
Armenian Museum of America where
thousands of years of Armenian cre-
ation, destruction and rebirth go hand
in hand with the film.”

Museum Director Jason Sohigian
added, “It was an honor to host WGBH-
TV again at the Armenian Museum of
America for their annual pledge drive.
We’ve watched Ani’s documentary
every time it has aired on PBS, and look
forward to these special broadcasts,
especially as the museum and film re-
flect many of the same themes, namely
the survival and resilience of the Arme-
nian people. We are here to share that
history and culture with the world.”

www.massispost.com
daily news updates
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“The Horrors of Adana: Revolution and
Violence in the Early Twentieth Century”
by Dr. Bedross Der Matossian

['he Horrors
of Adana

REVOLUTION AND VIOLENCE
IN THE

EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

Bedross Der Matossian

FRESNO -- Dr. Bedross Der
Matossian will present an in-person
lecture entitled “The Horrors of Adana:
Revolution and Violence in the Early
Twentieth Century” at 7:00PM on Fri-
day, August 26, 2022, in the Whitten
Boardroom of the Smittcamp Alumni
House, on the Fresno State campus.
The presentation is part of the Spring
Lecture Series of the Armenian Stud-
ies Program. The Leon S. Peters Foun-
dation is a co-sponsor of the event.

In April 1909, two waves of
massacres shook the province of
Adana, located in the southern Anatolia
region of modern-day Turkey, killing
more than 20,000 Armenians. The cen-
tral Ottoman government failed to pros-
ecute the main culprits, a miscarriage
of justice that would have repercus-
sions for years to come. Despite the
significance of these events and the
extent of violence and destruction, the
Adana Massacres are often left out of
historical narratives. The Horrors of
Adana offers one of the first close
examinations of these events, analyz-
ing sociopolitical and economic trans-
formations that culminated in a cata-
clysm of violence. Drawing on pri-
mary sources in a dozen languages,
Der Matossian develops an interdisci-
plinary approach to understand the
rumors and emotions, public spheres
and humanitarian interventions that to-
gether informed this complex event.

Dr. Bedross Der Matossian is the
Vice-Chair, Associate Professor of
Modern Middle East History, and Hy-
men Rosenberg Professor in Judaic
studies the at Department of History at

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Born and raised in East Jerusalem, he
is a graduate of the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem. He completed his PhD in
Middle East History at Columbia Uni-
versity in 2008. He has taught at MIT
and the University of Chicago. He is
the President of the Society for Arme-
nian Studies (SAS). He is the author,
editor, and co-editor of multiple books
including the award-winning book
Shattered Dreams of Revolution: From
Liberty to Violence in the Late Otto-
man Empire (Stanford, California:
Stanford University Press, 2014). His
most recent book is The Horrors of
Adana: Revolution and Violence in the
Early Twentieth (Stanford, California:
Stanford University Press, 2022).

Copies of The Horrors of Adana:
Revolution and Violence in the Early
Twentieth will be available for pur-
chase at the lecture.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. The Smittcamp Alumni
House is located at 2625 E. Matoian
Way on the Fresno State campus. Free
parking is available in Fresno State
Lots P1 and P2 (parking permits are
not required on Friday evenings). En-
ter the campus at Shaw and Maple
Aves. and turn right onto Matoian Way
(first Stop Sign). The Smittcamp
Alumni House is the second building
on the left.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

David Low’s New Book, Picturing the
Ottoman Armenian World: Photography in
Erzerum, Harput, Van and Beyond

LONDON/NY - I. B.Tauris, an
imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing, has
announced the publication of Dr. David
Low’s book Picturing the Ottoman
Armenian World: Photography in
Erzerum, Harput, Van and Beyond as
part of the series Armenians in the
Modern and Early Modern World.

The Armenian contribution to
Ottoman photography in the last de-
cades of the empire has been well-
documented. Studios founded and run
by Armenian Ottomans in Istanbul
contributed to the exciting cultural
flourishing of Ottoman ‘modernity’,
before its dissolution after World War
I. Less known however are the pio-
neering studios from the east in the
empire’s Armenian heartlands, whose
photographic output reflected and be-
came a major form of documenting the
momentous events and changes of the
period, from war and revolution to
persecution, migration and ultimately,
genocide.

This book examines photographic
activity in three Armenian cities on the
Armenian plateau: Erzurum, Kharpert
and Van. It explores how indigenous
photography was rooted in the seismic
social, political, and cultural shifts that
shaped Armenian lives during the Ot-
toman Empire’s last four decades. Ar-
guing that photographic practice was
marked by the era’s central move-
ments, it shows how photography was
bound-up in Armenian educational en-
deavors, mass migration and revolu-
tionary activity. Photography re-
sponded to and became the instrument
of these phenomena, so much so that

it can be shown that they were respon-
sible for the very spread of the medium
through the Armenian communities of
the Ottoman East and the rapid in-
crease in photographic studios. Con-
tributing to growing interest in Otto-
man and Middle Eastern photographic
history, the book also offers a valuable
perspective on the history of Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire.

“Like many works with an Ar-
menian focus, this is a book written in
response to absence. Armenians are
widely acknowledged as being central
to photography in the Ottoman Em-
pire, and yet the stories of Armenian
photographers, their lives and their
images, remain largely unwritten,” Dr.
Low said. “However, rather than pro-
duce a history of photography in the
conventional art historical mode, my
aim has been to write what might be
termed a photographic history, a his-
tory that uses the lives of photogra-
phers and, moreover, their subjects
and images as a means of entering and
exploring a wider history of Arme-
nians in the Ottoman East,” he contin-
ued. “While written in response to
absence, the book endeavors to avoid
the prevalent notion of photographs as
the vestiges of a lost world. It ap-
proaches them instead as the creations
of a vibrant world and the products of
lives being lived. Its central preoccu-
pation is how we might write produc-
tively about photographs and what
sort of histories might be produced
when we closely study, scrutinize and
converse with them.”

16 Dead, Dozens Injured

Continued from page 1

nia in the aftermath of the tragedy.

A senior member of Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian’s political party
has spoken in favor of banning the sale
of fireworks in Armenia.

“That tough decision must be
made,” said former deputy prime min-
ister Tigran Avinyan on Wednesday,
speaking to reporters near the site of

the tragedy.

Avinyan said that he believed that
the use of fireworks in Armenia must
be limited to official events organized
by state or local government bodies.

“This [tragic incident] is an oc-
casion for us to think about making
changes in our culture of celebrating
our birthdays, holding baptism and
wedding parties when it comes to the
use of fireworks,” Avinyan said.

Moscow Rejects Criticism

Continued from page 2

with the Armenian and Azerbaijani sides

both at the highest level and through
the ministry of defense, the foreign
ministry and other Russian depart-

ments,” Nechaev said.

During last week’s weekly cabi-
net meeting in Yerevan, Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
strongly criticized the Russian peace-
keeping operation in Nagorno-
Karabakh following the most serious
fighting along the line of contact that
left at least two Armenian and one
Azerbaijani soldiers dead.

Pashinyan urged Russia to do
more to prevent further ceasefire vio-
lations, charging that Baku has been
stepping up such violations despite the
presence of Russian peacekeeping
troops in the region.

“In these circumstances, it is
becoming imperative to adjust details
of the [Russian] peacekeeping opera-
tion in Nagorno-Karabakh,” Pashinyan

said. “We expect that any attempt to
cross the line of contact will be stopped
by the peacekeeping troops of the
Russian Federation.”

The representative of the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry stressed that the
situation around the Lachin corridor
should be resolved in accordance with
the trilateral statement of November 9,
2020.

“Point 6 of the statement stipu-
lates that the plan for the construction
of a new route through the Lachin
corridor, which will ensure a link be-
tween Karabakh and Armenia, should
be determined with the agreement of
the parties in the next three years, with
the subsequent redeployment of Rus-
sian peacekeeping troops to maintain
the security of the route,” he said.
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022

STARTING AT 11:00AM
VERDUGO PARK / GLENDALE

1621 CANADA BLVD, GLENDALE, CA 21208

NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

EVENIRI OST
LILIT SARGSYAN

ARMENIAN

FOOD

FREE ART

ADMISSION EXHIBITION
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To reserve your vendor booth, please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
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(818) 391-7938




