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AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian

Performing Arts Center
2495 E MOUNTAIN ST. PASADENA, CA 91104
FREE TO THE PUBLIC - RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

Sunday, Oct 23, 2022
9:00pm

AGBU ASBEDS

Invite you fo meet Award
winning Director

JIVAN AVETISYAN
At Q&A & private
“@4 screening of "TEVANIK"

Coincided with the release of his award
winning "Gate to Heaven" at AMC
Theaters Starting October 21

FOR RSVP & INQUIRIES CALL (626) 794-79;2

AGBU

SBEDS

.
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Opening Ceremony of SDHP 22nd World Congress
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party Held in Yerevan

YEREVAN— On Saturday, Sep-
tember 24, 2022, the 22nd Congress
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party (SDHP) commenced in the “Ani
Hall” at Ani Plaza hotel in Yerevan, in
the presence of the chairman of the
Central Committee, members, repre-
sentatives of the governing bodies of
various regions of the party, party
friends and affiliates, the President of
the “Republic” party of Armenia Mr.
Aram Sargsyan, Chairman of the “Artar
Hayastan” party Mr. Norayr Norikian
and Chairman of the European Party of
Armenia Mr. Tigran Khzmalyan.

Prior to the official opening cer-
emony of the congress, an exhibition
of SDHP archives was held at the
entrance of the hall. Documentary
posters from the 135-year history of
the Party were painstakingly collected

through the efforts of Dr. Yeghik
Jeredjian. The symbolic beginning of
the uprising, photos of Hunchakian
heroes and their exploits, segments of
their political activities, and posters

commemorating the immortal
“Twenty” were presented.

Republic of Armenia and SDHP
party anthems were performed by the
Mr. Romanos Melikyan State Musical
College choir.

Opening the ceremony portion of
the congress, SDHP Central Commit-
tee member Mr. Alexan Keoshkerian
welcomed the attendees and empha-
sizing that the SDHP has existed for
135 years, it remains with the Arme-
nian people, and its red flag is painted
with the blood of thousands of martyrs
who fell on the road of the national
liberation struggle. Mr. Keoshkerian

S.D. Hunchakian Party Meets with US
Ambassador to Armenia, Lynne Tracy

YEREVEN — A delegation of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
(S.D.H.P), headed by Central Committee Chairman Mr. Harry Sarafian along
with members of the Armenian Council of America (A.C.A.), met with U.S.
Ambassador to Armenia, Lynne Tracy, on September 22, 2022.

The meeting included discussions regarding regional developments, the

current security situation and recent border attacks inside Armenia, the status
of the peace process, the commitment to advance democracy within Armenia,
economic development, and other key issues affecting Armenians in the
Homeland and the Diaspora.

The delegation thanked the Ambassador for her service and leadership
in promoting democracy, human rights and economic development within
Armenia and strengthening US Armenia relations in all spheres.

highlighted the participation of youth
in Party activities adding that it is one
of the important guarantees for the
existence, sustainability, and modern-
ization of the SDHP.

In his remarks, Lebanon Dkhruni
Student and Youth Association Chair-
man Mr. Dikran Mihranian expressed
that it was a great honor to participate
in the 22nd congress of the SDHP on
its native land and deliver a speech on
behalfofall Hunchakian youth organi-
zations. “For the youth of the
Hunchakian Party, today is a day of
renewing the covenant and vow, as
our founders made 135 years ago, to
selflessly serve the Armenian people
and homeland. As in the past, when the
Hunchakian party was always on the
frontlines of the struggle, today too,
the new generation of this glorious
party promises to continue that sacred
mission,” said Mihranian.

The Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party’s message was conveyed by the
Chairman of the Central Committee
Dr. Hampik Sarafian. He noted that the
22nd congress of the party is taking
place during the most fateful period
for the Motherland, when the sover-
eignty and independence of the Moth-
erland are under question today due to

Continued onpage3

SDHP Has Always
Played an Important
Role in Processes of

Pan-Armenian

Significance.
PM Pashinian
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YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan has sent a congratula-
tory message to the delegates gathered
in Yerevan for the 22nd worldwide
convention (Hamakoumar) of the So-
cial Democrat Hunchakian Party, which
coincides with the 135th anniversary
of the establishment of the Party.

”Dear representatives of the So-
cial Democrat Hunchakian Party, I

Continued on page3

Meeting Pashinyan in Paris Macron Demands
the Return of Azerbaijani Forces
to Their Initial Positions

PARIS — French President
Emmanuel Macron on Monday blamed
Azerbaijan for this month’s deadly
fighting on the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border and urged it to stop using force
to resolve the conflict with Armenia.

Meeting with Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan in Paris, Macron said
Azerbaijani troops should withdraw
from Armenian border areas seized by
them during the two-day hostilities
that broke out on the night from Sep-
tember 12-13.

“Since [Armenian army] posi-

tions were captured, France demanded
that Azerbaijani forces return to their
initial positions,” he told the press
before the start of the talks with
Pashinyan at the presidential Elysee
Palace. “I said that to President [[lham]
Aliyev right from September 14.

The fact that the border is not
delimited does not justify advances
into the territory of the other country.
I have also said since September 13
that France believes recourse to force

Continued on page4
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White House National Security Adviser
Hosts a Meeting BetweenArmenian,
Azerbaijani Security Officials

WASHINGTON, DC— On Sep-
tember 27, US President Joe Biden’s
National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan
hosted a meeting between the Secre-
tary of Armenia’s Security Council
Armen Grigoryan and the Assistant to
the President of Azerbaijan Hikmet
Hajiyev at the White House.

Sullivan described the trilateral
meeting as “constructive.”

“We discussed the importance
of avoiding further violence and pur-
suing time-bound and focused nego-
tiations,” he wrote on Twitter. “We
also identified concrete steps forward
in support of a stable and lasting
peace.”

Sullivan did notreveal those steps
or give other details.

In a Facebook post, Grigoryan
said the talks focused on a “long-term
peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict” and the “establish-
ment of peace in the region.”

For his part, Hajiyev was re-
ported to say that the three sides dis-
cussed a peace treaty and transport
links between Armenia and Azerbaijan
as well as the demarcation of their

border. He did not elaborate.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken similarly met with the Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani foreign ministers
inNew York on September 19. Blinken
urged them to meet again before the
end of September.

The New York talks came just
days after heavy fighting on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border left at least
280 soldiers from both sides dead.
Azerbaijani troops reportedly attacked
and seized some of the Armenian army
positions there.

U.S. State Department Spokes-
man Ned Price insisted on Monday
that Azerbaijan should “return troops
to their initial positions.” “The use of
force is not an acceptable path,” he
said.

Price also said that Washington
will “continue to engage and encour-
age the work needed to reach a lasting
peace because there can be and there is
no military solution to this conflict.”

Grigoryan and Hajiyev held three
meetings in Brussels earlier this year.
They were mediated by a senior Euro-
pean Union diplomat.

French Defense Ministry Delegation
to Visit Armenia to Assess the Situation

After Azerbaijani Aggression

PARIS -- A French Defense
Ministry delegation will be sent to
Armenia to assess the current situa-
tion on borders, French Defense Min-
ister Sébastien Lecornu said during
the meeting with his Armenian coun-
terpart Suren Papikyan.

“I received today the Minister
of Defense of Armenia Suren
Papikyan. "We discussed the situa-
tion on the border with Azerbaijan

|
ol

where the hostilities must cease, and
the Azerbaijani forces must return to
their initial positions. I have an-
nounced the rapid dispatch of a
French delegation to Armenia to as-
sess the situation”, Sébastien Lecornu
said.

It was not immediately clear
whether the delegation will also ex-
plore the possibility of French mili-
tary aid to Armenia.

OCTOBER 1, 2022

Congressman Adam Schiff Issues Statement

on Two-Year Anniversary of
the Six-Week War in Artsakh

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) is-
sued the following statement on the
two-year anniversary of Azerbaijan and
Turkey’s six-week war on Artsakh:

“On September 27, 2020, over
the course of six weeks, Azerbaijan
and Turkey brutally attacked the people
of Artsakh — murdering scores of in-
nocent civilians, displacing tens of
thousands more, and creating a mass
humanitarian disaster that has devas-
tated countless Armenian families
abroad and here in the United States.
The war was perpetrated by a blood-
thirsty dictator in Baku who chose to
answer domestic discontent by mak-
ing war against a peaceful neighbor.

“Today we mark two years since
Aliyev launched his assault—but tragi-
cally, his war did not end after that 44-
day invasion. Despite an internation-
ally-brokered ceasefire agreement,
Azerbaijan’s aggression against the
people of Artsakh and Armenia has
continued, more than 100 Armenian
soldiers remain illegally detained and
subject to horrific torture, and thou-
sands of families live in fear of the next
attack. And Azerbaijan’s violence again
escalated earlier this month, when Azeri
forces shelled homes in the villages of
Karmir Shuka and Taghavard in
Artsakh, and launched an unprovoked
assault on sovereign Armenian terri-
tory.

“These latest attacks are proof
that Azerbaijan will continue to terror-
ize the people of Artsakh and Armenia
until their aims are achieved. Aliyev
has nothing but contempt for the inter-
national community’s efforts to bring
stability to the Caucasus, and he must
be stopped. He has been emboldened
by the international community’s lan-
guage of false equivalence in the face

of these premediated attacks on the
Armenian people. Until there are real
consequences, Aliyev will continue to
expand his war, and more innocent
lives will be lost.

“The United States must take
strong and meaningful action against
Azerbaijan. We must permanently cease
all assistance to the Aliyev regime,
demand the release of all political pris-
oners, explore sanctions, and seek the
prosecution of war crimes, and of
crimes against humanity. My col-
leagues and [ will continue to urgently
pursue legislation in Congress that
achieves those aims, and we will not
rest until the United States takes ac-
tion.

“My heart breaks for the people
of Artsakh and Armenia and my Arme-
nian American constituents whose
families and loved ones have been lost,
displaced, and terrorized since the be-
ginning of Azerbaijan’s war. Today
and every day, I will continue to urge
action against the Baku regime, until
the Armenian people know the peace
and freedom they have been deprived
of for far too long.”

Greece Voices Solidarity With Armenia

YEREVAN --
Greek Foreign Minis-
ter Nikos Dendias
condemned
Azerbaijan’s recent
military aggression at
the border with Ar-
meniaandalsoblamed
Turkey for the dra-
matic escalation of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani
conflict as he visited
Yerevan on Tuesday.

“We Greece
have repeatedly un- :
derlined that we support the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of all
states,” Dendias said after talks with
his Armenian counterpart Ararat
Mirzoyan. “That goes also for our dear
friends, the Armenians, Armenia.”

“Webelieve in the inviolability of
borders, and I am referring to the
incidents that happened just a few
days ago following the shelling of Ar-
menian territory, including inhabited
areas, by the Azeri military forces,” he
told ajointnews briefing. “And [ would
like to quote [French] President Ma-
cron who said yesterday: ‘I strongly

condemn what happened inrecent days

and call for peace and resumption of
negotiations.” So I am here to express
our solidarity with the Armenian gov-
ernment and the Armenian people.”

Dendias went on to denounce
attempts to “redraw maps,” pointing
the finger at not only Azerbaijan but
also its key ally, Turkey.

“Turkey is trying to take advan-
tage of the recent turmoil in order to
undermine peace and stability, be it in
the Caucasus or the Aegean,” he

Continued on page4
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Continued from page 1

the Azerbaijan resorting to utilizing
missiles to get what it wants since
political pressures have not been suc-
cessful. He paid due respect to the
Armenian soldier, who with his brav-
ery, was able to stop the recent at-
tacks of the Azerbaijani armed forces,
pushing them back and not allowing
them to implement their plans, which
are much more far-reaching than be-
ing referred to as a “border incident,”
said Sarafian.

Dr. Sarafian also discussed the
current political situation in Armenia,
the inaction of the CSTO, recent
events, the response of the United
Nations, and the blind trust in the help
of the northern ally, stressing the real-
ity that our salvation should be only by
our own forces, without relying on
any external force, because no one
will do for us what we have to do for
ourselves.

Dr. Sarafian focused on three

main points in his speech.

1) Unity: “On the eve of the war,
and in the days following it, in all our
statements, we mentioned unity, not
as a wish, but as an absolute neces-
sity. Every manifestation of disunity is
a gift to Azerbaijan, and those who
demands a change of government in
this narrow and difficult period, either
do not have full grasp of the situation
orisunintentionally filling Azerbaijan’s
mill with water,” he said.

2) Realization of statehood: “As
apolitical party, we are obliged to take
up the understanding of statehood.
We are aware that today the country is
faced with the imperative of unity and
statehood, gathering around the flag.
The Hunchakian party advocated for
the independence of Armenia when
that independence did not exist yet,
that is, from the end of the 19th cen-
tury until the end of the 20th century
Proclamation of the Republic. Per-
haps this independence of ours was
given to us easily, but the reality is that
independence is a very precious thing,
for which we are all responsible both
as apolitical party and as individuals,”
said the Chairman ofthe Central Board.

3) The existence of a modern
professional army: “The guarantee of
our security starts with the army. The
Armenian soldier has shown that he is
ready to selflessly protect the
country’s borders, but that alone is
not enough, because the Armenian

soldier needs both material and mili-
tary capabilities. The Armenian soldier
needs to feel our strong support and be
ensured by our unity,” stressed
Sarafian.

The Chairman of the SDHP Cen-
tral Committee concluded his speech
by emphasizing that the Motherland is
a priority for the Hunchakian party,
which has a presence in various Arme-
nian communities around the world,
stands up for the statehood of Armenia
and works diligently to be helpful to it.
He mentioned that we have many chal-
lenges in the Diaspora, but they are
secondary to the challenges faced by
Armenia. He promised that the
Hunchakian party will continue its path
to stand next to the statehood of Arme-
nia, support its statehood, and to co-
operate and participate in the welfare
of the Motherland.

President of Armenia Vahagn
Khachaturyan sent his congratulatory
message on the occasion of the 135th-
anniversary and 22nd congress of

SDHP. “Since the day of its founda-
tion, the Hunchakian party has been
actively involved in the organization of
Armenian national, political and social
life. After the Genocide, the Hunchakian
party was one of the leading structures
that managed to organize and regulate
the community life of Armenians scat-
tered all over the world, greatly con-
tributing to the cause of Armenian
preservation in the Diaspora. After the
independence of Armenia, the party
was directly involved in the process of
building a state, always demonstrating
a state-centered and principled behav-
ior, putting all its capabilities into the
strengthening and establishment of an
independent Armenia. And even today
the Hunchakian party unconditionally
and unequivocally stands by the state.”

RA Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in his congratulatory mes-
sage stated: “The party, with its con-
tinuing movement, has served our
people and the Motherland, being one
of the important organizations that in-
spire Armenians and solve nationwide
problems. The government of the Re-
public of Armenia attaches importance
to the support and cooperation of the
SDHP in solving the important prob-
lems faced by Armenians and Arme-
nia, preserving national identity and
language, strengthening ties with the
Motherland, developing Armenia and
Artsakh, and solving other issues.”
(The entire message of the Prime Min-
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SDHP Has Always Played an Important Role
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warmly congratulate you on the 135th
anniversary of the party.

With its long-term activity, the
party has served our people and the
Motherland, being one of the important
organizations that inspire Armenians
and solve nationwide problems.

Such party individuals and intel-
lectuals, such as Smbat Byurat,
Stepanos Sapah-Gulyan, Metsn Murad,
Aderbed, Paramaz are worth mention-
ing for their nationalistic activities.

This traditional party has always
played an important role in processes
of pan-Armenian significance, proving
its vitality with its history and past
path.

Not only the activity and history
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party, but also its role in the organiza-

tion of political and social life in the
Diaspora deserve high praise. In par-
ticular, the party’s contribution to the
protection of Armenians and strength-
ening of Armenia-Artsakh-Diaspora
ties is invaluable.

The Government of the Repub-
lic of Armenia attaches importance to
the support and cooperation of the
SDHP in solving important problems
faced by Armenians and Armenia, pre-
serving national identity and language,
strengthening ties with the Mother-
land, developing Armenia and Artsakh,
and solving other issues.

Congratulating once again on the
occasion of the 135th anniversary of
the founding of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party, I wish you fruitful
party-building activities for the sake
of'the people of Armeniaand all Arme-
nians.”

ister can be found here)

The Speaker of the National As-
sembly, Alen Simonyan, stated in his
congratulatory message: “Your party is
the oldest active party that has always
been on Armenia’s side. It has imple-
mented many pro-Armenian and pro-
Armenia programs in the Homeland
and the Diaspora.”

“Republic” party Chairman Aram
Sarkisian congratulated the SDHP on
its 135th anniversary, saying that “it
had a serious road and throughout its
activity you have been with the state
and the statehood, building the unity of
all Armenians.” He referred to the inter-
nal political life of Armenia and empha-
sized that the opposition are not those
who demand the resignation of the gov-
ernment, but they are those who are
looking for solutions in these difficult
times and are trying to offer them to the
authorities, trying to solve the problems.

| gy Yo

The Chairman of the “Artar
Hayastan” party, Norayr Norikyan, said
in his welcoming speech that he is
deeply convinced that the history of the
Hunchakian party is directly connected
with the history of our people. “Your
activities, Armenian preservation, your

&

politics in the Diaspora, your lifestyle,
your heartache towards the Mother-
land, and your attitude towards the
Republic of Armenia will testify that
our perceptions towards statehood
and Armenian preservation are the
same,” he said.

In his welcoming speech, the
President of the European Party of
Armenia, Tigran Khzmalyan, ex-
pressed gratitude that the SDHP in the
Diaspora preserves not only the idea
of patriotism, but also statehood. “All
of us as a nation, and especially the
Republic of Armenia as a state, must
realize that we are standing on the
threshold of the greatest geopolitical,
psychological, strategic change,” he
said, considering it a priority to unite
on the democratic front, because “our
victory is only in the field of democ-
racy, our salvation, the existence of
our state.”

ARMENPRESS

HAYK MANUKYAN

During the closing of the event
the choir, led by artistic director Grigor
Harutunyan, beautifully performed the
songs “Hayastan” and “Glorious Na-
tion,” as well as the party’s revolu-
tionary song “Lend me your hand,
friend.”
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“I am Servant of Your Voice: Armenian-
American Soprano Zabelle Panosian, 1891-
1986" by Ian Nagoski and Harout Arakelian

FRESNO — Music researcher
and producer Ian Nagoski and music
collector and researcher Harout
Arakelian will present an in-person
lecture entitled “I am Servant of Your
Voice: Armenian-American Soprano
Zabelle Panosian, 1891-1986” at
7:00PM on Thursday, October 13,
2022, in the Industrial Technology
Building, Room 101 (corner of Barstow
and Campus Dr.) in the Fresno State
campus. The presentation is part of
the Fall Lecture Series of the Armenian
Studies Program.

The soprano Zabelle Panosian (b.
Bardizag 1891; d. New York City 1986)
was among the most significant voices
of the genocide generation of Arme-
nian-Americans. Sherecorded 11 songs
from March 1917 to June 1918 for
Columbia Records in New York City
and personally raised millions of dol-
lars for the relief of Armenians through
benefit concerts in the late “10s, regu-
larly collaborating with the tenor
Armenag Shah-Mouradian. Her record-
ings resonated with audiences for de-
cades. She toured Europe success-
fully and sought out Komitas Vardapet
in Paris, publishing a first-hand ac-
count of her meeting with him as a
devotee of his work.

Panosian’s music and story un-
derwent a period of forgetting during
her lifetime and especially since then.
But through recent listening to her
breathtakingly beautiful, century-old
recordings a revival of her legacy is
taking place. Non-Armenians all over
the world are learning her name and
her music and, through them, a story
of the Armenian-American audience
who cared for her during the wake of
the genocide, awakening a previously
neglected story of a great American
singer.

A newly published biography of
Panosian, Zabelle Panosian: I am a
Servant of your Voice, undertaken by
three independent researchers, pre-
sents her story along with new, care-
ful restorations of her complete re-
cordings providing an opportunity to

Zabelle Panosian

| AM SERVANT OF YOUR VOICE

look deeply into the life and music of a
unique and serious artist who left an
amazing body of work.

Ian Nagoski who published
Panosian’s biography will talk about
her life and music along with com-
ments by his co-author Harout
Arakelian who will speak directly to
her relationship to the Fresno area.

Ian Nagoski is a music researcher
and record producer in Baltimore,
Maryland. For more than a decade, he
has produced scores of reissues of
early 20th century recordings in lan-
guages other than English for labels
including “Dust-to-Digital,” “Tompkins
Square,” his own “Canary Records,”
and others. His enthusiastic talks have
been hosted at the Library of Congress
in Washington D.C., the Onassis Cul-
tural Center in Athens Greece, the
University of Chicago, the University
of Pennsylvania, and New York Uni-
versity.

Harout Arakelian is a video edi-
tor, music collector and researcher
based in Los Angeles, California. His
focus is the Armenian contribution to
the landscape of art and culture, with
a specific lens on the American expe-
rience. He is actively working on col-
lecting every known commercial re-
cording from the 78 rpm era.

Meeting Pashinyan in Paris Macron Demands

Continued from page 1

cannot be a solution for Armenia or
Azerbaijan and that the dialogue must
be reestablished without delay.”

“President Aliyev, to whom [ will
speak again in the coming hours, says
that he too is willing to put an end to
regional instability and strive for solu-
tions. But one cannotbuild peace while
threatening to use force,” stressed
Macron.

Macron said he will discuss with
Pashinyan ways of “consolidating” the
shaky ceasefire and preventing another
escalation of the conflict. In that regard,
he called for the resumption of high-level
Armenian-Azerbaijani negotiations me-
diated by the European Union.

Pashinyan thanked Macron for
condemning the Azerbaijani “aggres-
sion.” He also reiterated his stated
readiness to sign a comprehensive

Armenian-Azerbaijani peace treaty if
Baku agrees to recognize Armenia’s
current borders.

“France holds the presidency of
the UN Security Council, and also with
the support of France and personally
President Macron, the issue of another
aggression by Azerbaijan against Ar-
menia was included in its agenda. An
earnest discussion took place, and the
issue remains on the agenda of the
Security Council”. Pashinyan stated.

As for the Nagorno-Kasrabakh
conflict Pashinyan said: “We also at-
tach importance to the settlement of
the Nagorno-Karabakh issue, which
will guarantee the rights and security
of the Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh. T think the start of
Azerbaijan-Nagorno Karabakh discus-
sions can be useful. In this context, I
must emphasize the role of France as
an OSCE Co-chair country.
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Vancouver Theatrical Production of
“Where Is Your Groom?” Will Perform
on Saturday, October 15, 2022

VANCOUVER 0-n The Arme-
nian-American comedy play “Where
Is Your Groom?(Pesad Oor Eh)” will
be performed for the Vancouver Ar-
menian community on Saturday, Oc-
tober 15, 2022 at the Michael J. Fox
Theatre, in an event hosted by the
Armenian Cultural Association of Brit-
ish Columbia.

“Where Is Your Groom?”, writ-
ten by Taleen Babayan and directed by
Jirayir Arslanyan, is a play that crosses
ethnic boundaries and delivers shared
laughs as it follows the story of an
Armenian-Canadian family’s quest to
find their daughter a suitable spouse.
The themes of assimilation, cultural
identity and generational divides take
center stage in this warm-hearted com-
edy that shows the lengths one family
will go to in order to maintain their
ethnic ties while living in North
America. The play is in both English
and Armenian, and suitable for Arme-
nian and non-Armenian speaking audi-
ences.

The play debuted under Babayan’s
tutelage in New York City in2013. The
original and its sequel have gone on to
perform over 15 times around the U.S.,
including in Los Angeles, Boston, Phila-
delphia, Washington, D.C. and Fresno,
featuring close to 50 different cast and
crew members. This current iteration
will spotlight a local cast from the
greater Vancouver region.

For members of the Armenian
Canadian Armenian community, it was
a chance to widen their horizons, par-
ticipate in their culture, and enjoy their
time on stage.

“It’s been fulfilling getting to

know others in the community and
really forming a bond as a group,” said
Natalie Arslanyan, who plays the char-
acter of bride-to-be Lara. “This has
been a unique experience that I’ll cher-
ish forever.”

After focusing on music for the
last few years, Ivan Vladikovic re-
turned to his acting roots for the role
of “Matt,” a non-Armenian vying for
Lara’s affection. Reflecting on his
grandfather’s Armenian heritage,
Vladikovic felt a connection to the
character, who is a musician.

“This character and play hits
home with me as it draws many paral-
lels to my personal life,” said
Vladikovic. “I’m truly excited for gain-
ing better insight into my heritage and
the Armenian community through the-
atre and art.”

As Chairperson of ACA of BC,
Anita Desjardins was looking to orga-
nize a cultural event for the commu-
nity that would “lift the spirits and
bring people together” after two years
of experiencing the COVID pandemic.

“”Where is your Groom’” is the
perfect vehicle for not only the Arme-
nian community but the larger Cana-
dian community as well,” said
Desjardins. “It’s hard work and a
labour of love, but it has brought a
wide variety of members together,
including first, second, and third gen-
eration Canadian-Armenians, in a real
spirit of friendship and cooperation.”

“I’'m delighted that ‘Where Is
Your Groom’ continues to come alive
on stage and themes that hit home in
our daily lives and communities,” said
Babayan.

Greece Voices Solidarity With Armenia

Continued from page 2

charged, pointing to Ankara’s “threat
of war against Greece” voiced in an
intensifying dispute over Greek is-
lands in the Aegean Sea.

Mirzoyan thanked Athens for its
position on the border clashes of Sep-
tember 13-14 which Yerevan regards
as Azerbaijani military aggression.

Predictably, Ankara has voiced
full support for Baku after what was
the worst fighting in the conflict zone
since the 2020 war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Dendias flew to Yerevan just over
aweek after he, Mirzoyan and Foreign
Minister loannis Kasoulides of Cyprus

held a trilateral meeting in New York
on the sidelines of an annual session of
the UN General Assembly. The three
nations share historically strained rela-
tions with Turkey.

“We are looking forward to en-
hancing our trilateral partnership with
Cyprus to a new level,” said Dendias,
who held separate meetings with Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian and Defense
Minister Suren Papikian later on Tues-
day.

The Greek minister’s trip coin-
cided with the second anniversary of
the outbreak of the 2020 Armenian-
Azerbaijani war. He had previously
visited Armenia during the six-week
hostilities.
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