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US Secretary of State Blinken Hosts
Armenia and Azerbaijan Foreign Ministers in

WASHINGTON-U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken on Monday
praised Armenia and Azerbaijan for
taking “courageous steps” toward a
durable peace, as foreign ministers
from the two South Caucasus met in
Washington on Monday.

Blinken met with Armenian For-
eign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan and
Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Jeyhun
Bayramov at Blair House, a state guest
house in Washington, just weeks after
the worst fighting between the two
countries since a 2020 war.

“What we are seeing now are real
steps and courageous steps by both
countries to put the past behind and to
work toward a durable peace,” Blinken
said in public comments opening the
meeting on Monday.

Blinken said the talks would build

on earlier discussions at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York and other
conversations between officials from
Armenia, Azerbaijan and the United
States.

“The United States as a friend to
both Armenia and Azerbaijan is com-
mitted to doing everything that we can
to support you in this effort,” he added.

The rest of the meeting was be-
ing held behind closed doors.

The two countries’ leaders met
late last month in the Russian Black Sea
port of Sochi, along with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, and agreed not to
use force and to stick to earlier agree-
ments that sought to end the fighting,
Russia’s RIA news agency said.

The two sides earlier in October
agreed to a EU mission alongside their
shared border.

Spain’s Congress of Deputies
Reject Agreement with Azerbaijan,
Cite Violence Against Armenia

MADRID -- The Congress of
Deputies of Spain, the lower house
of the parliament, voted 174 to 132
on Thursday to reject an interna-
tional agreement signed with the Re-
public of Azerbaijan, El Confidencial
reports.

Spanish member of parliament
Jon Inarritu said that the agreement,
which was signed in Madrid in De-

cember 2021, involved exchange of
classified information with Azerbaijan
and protection of that information.
MP Jon Ifnarritu (EH Bildu) called
the agreement “nonsense,” especially
now “when aggressor Azerbaijan has
carried out an attack on Armenia in
September, occupying several square

Continued onpage3

COP 27 Conference

President Vahagn Khachaturyan Highlights
the Impact of Conflicts on the Environment

Climate change is proceeding
even faster than previously estimated,
Armenian  President Vahagn
Khachaturyan said at the 27th Confer-
ence of the Parties to the UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change
(COP27) in Sharm El Sheikh.

The President noted that the fight
against climate change is an important
component of the global agenda, which
requires the joint commitment of all.

“Climate change is proceeding
even faster than previously estimated.
Humanity is not only the witness of
this change, but also directly affected
by it. Ecosystems are endangered,
water resources are running out,
floods, storms, forest fires, heat and
drought are becoming more frequent,”
President Khachaturyan said.

Referring to the impact of con-
flicts on the environment, the Presi-
dent said: “We are all well aware of the
destructive power of conflicts on the
environment, its resources and pro-
ductivity. The effects of war on eco-
systems vary and depend on the scope
and duration of the conflict, as well as
the types of weapons used.”

Unfortunately, he said, recently
Armenia faced such a challenge. “On
September, Azerbaijan initiated aggres-

sion, targeting the sovereign territory
of Armenia. Densely populated cities
in eastern and southeastern Armenia,
including the city of Jermuk, known as
a mountain spa and medical tourism
destination, came under heavy shell-
ing. The military operations against the
mentioned regions were accompanied
by the use of a wide range of weapons,
including artillery and combat drones,
causing significant damage to the
unique environmental complex. The
shelling of the Kechut Reservoir could

Continued on page4

Artur Davtyan Wins Armenia's Maiden Gold

LIVERPOOL -- Artur Davtyan
became the latest gymnast to write his
name into a nation's history books at
the 2022 World Artistic Gymnastics
Championships with a stunning gold in
the men's vault.

The Olympic bronze medallist
recorded two 15-plus scores to aver-
age at 15.050 and relegate reigning
champion Carlos Yulo into the silver
medal spot and become Armenia's first
world gymnastics champion.

Davtyan became the second
Armenian to stand on the podium in
as many days following Harutyun
Merdinyan's pommel horse bronze
on Saturday and he hopes their
success will leave a legacy back
home.

“Sincethe fall ofthe Soviet Union

this is the first gold for Armenia in a
world championships," said Davtyan,
who earned 9.500 for execution on
both of his vaults.

"We got third on pommel and
now we have gold.

“It is thanks to our coaches and
to our unity. We have been through a
lot of difficulties and we’ve been work-
ing hard to try and improve continu-
ously. Thankfully, we were able to
achieve this gold medal.

“The most important thing is to
avoid injuries, to try to stay healthy
and compete uninjured. Unfortunately,
in Armenia there are not very good
conditions — we have no training cen-
tres or facilities.

“If it wasn’t so hard, maybe we
could have achieved this earlier.”
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Ruben Vardanyan Appointed

STEPANAKERT -- President of
the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) Arayik Harutyunyan has
appointed today billionaire and social
entrepreneur Ruben Vardanyan as
State Minister (prime minister).
Ruben Vardanyan has replaced Artak
Beglaryan.

Ruben Vardanyan 54, whose to-
tal assets, according to Forbes maga-
zine, are estimated at $1.3 billion, an-
nounced in September, 2022 that he
decided to renounce his Russian citi-
zenship and move to Karabakh, ‘whose
people who have survived two wars
and lost their relatives and loved ones
in the struggle for independence, are
abandoned, forgotten and no one needs
them.’

‘I believe that after the 2020 war,
we, Armenians all over the world, have
an obligation to stand together with the

State Minister of Artsakh
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Armenia, Azerbaijan Continue Talks

people of Artsakh?.

He also said that all his assets in
Russia would be moved to his family
fund.

President of the Artsakh Repub-
lic Arayik Harutyunyan has signed a
decree, releasing Artak Beglaryan from
the position of the Minister of State.
Ruben Vardanyan will replace him on
the post.

Artsakh State Minister will co-
ordinate the activities of the following
ministers: Minister of Healthcare,
Minister of Justice, Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Minister of Agriculture,
Minister of Education, Science, Cul-
ture and Sports, Minister of Social
Development and Migration, Minister
of Territorial Administration and In-
frastructure, Minister of Municipal
Engineering, Minister of Finance and
Economy.

Occupation Changes Nothing, Shushi Has
Been and Will Continue to Be an Integral
Part of Artsakh — Ombudsman

STEPANAKERT — As a result
ofthe war unleashed against the people
of Artsakh in the fall of 2020, around
200 villages and towns of the Republic
of Artsakh were occupied by
Azerbaijan, including Shushi—the cen-
ter of Armenian culture, Artsakh’s
Human Rights Defender Gegham
Stepanyan said in a statement.

“In the illegal decision of July 5,
1921, on the annexation of Nagorno
Karabakh to Azerbaijan, the city of
Shushi was defined as the center of the
emerging Armenian autonomy. How-
ever, in 1923, when the Nagorno
Karabakh Autonomous Region was
formed in a small part of Artsakh,
Stepanakert, not Shushi, became the
center, with a view to alienating Shushi
from Artsakh,” he said.

“Azerbaijan has always been at-
tempting to capture Shushi, distorting
its Armenian identity and and present-
ing it as Azerbaijani. During the appro-
priation of the city, the main tool of the
Turkish-Azerbaijani tandem both in the
early 1900s and in 2020, was ethnic
cleansing and genocide: the physical
destruction and deportation of the Ar-
menian population, elimination, and
distortion of the spiritual-cultural heri-
tage created by them,” the Ombuds-
man said.

He noted that the cultural heri-
tage of Shushi is a unique evidence of
the Armenian belonging of the city.
“That is the reason why Azerbaijan
deliberately targeted the Holy Savior
Ghazanchetsots Cathedra twice dur-
ing the war, and after the ceasefire
Saint Hovhannes the Baptist (Kanach
Zham) Church and a number of Arme-
nian cultural values in Shushi were
desecrated. Azerbaijan continuously
destroys the city’s civil infrastructure,
houses, and apartment buildings,” he
added.

The Human Rights Defender
stressed that the current occupied and
ethnically cleansed Shushi is a real
example of the centuries-long and un-
changing Turkish-Azerbaijani policy
of ethnic cleansing.

“By bringing international del-
egations to Shushi on various occa-
sions, Azerbaijanis trying to legitimize
its aggression. All those who visit
Shushi become complicit in the dis-
placement of people and legitimize the
use of force, aggression, and occupa-
tion,” Stepanyan said.

“Today’s occupation does not
change the status of Shushi, it was and
will continue to be an integral part of
the Republic of Artsakh,” he con-
cluded.
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On Border Delimitation

YEREVAN -- Armenian and
Azerbaijani border delimitation and se-
curity commissions led by deputy prime
ministers of both countries met in
Brussels today, EU Special Represen-
tative for the South Caucasus and the
crisis in Georgia Toivo Klaar said.

"I am glad to welcome the Border
Commissions of Armenia and
Azerbaijan led by Deputy Prime Minis-
ters Mher Grigoryan and Shahin
Mustafayev to Brussels for their 3rd
meeting. The European Union urges
the sides to take steps to improve
security on the ground and make
progress on border delimitation," EEAS
Secretary General Stefano Sanino said
in a statement, retweeted by Klaar.

Stefano Sannino, the secretary
general of the EU’s External Action
Service, greeted the Armenian and
Azerbaijani officials at the start of the
meeting.

“The European Union urges the
sides to take steps to improve security
on the ground and to achieve progress
on delimitation,” Sannino tweeted af-
terwards.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said that the two sides “continued
discussing delimitation issues” in view
of wunderstandings reached by
Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s leaders “in
different formats.”

They addressed “organizational
and procedural issues” and agreed to
speed up efforts to work out practical
modalities of their joint work, the min-
istry said in a statement. No other
details were reported.

Both the EU and Russia have
been trying to facilitate the delimitation
process. Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Monday again expressed readi-
ness to provide Soviet-era military
maps for that purpose.

Russia Envisions ‘Route’ Not ‘Corridor’
Through Armenia

MOSCOW — Russia indicated
on Wednesday that it does not regard
potential transport links between the
Nakhichevan region and the rest of
Azerbaijan passing through Armenia
as a land corridor.

“We use the term ‘route,”” For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said when asked by the
official Turkish news agency Anatolia
about Russian efforts to help open the
so-called “Zangezur corridor” de-
manded by Azerbaijan as well as Tur-
key.

Zakharova added that the leaders
of Russia, Armenia and Azerbaijan dis-
cussed “problems of unblocking trans-
port links in the region” at their meet-
ing in Sochi on Monday. They in-
structed a trilateral task force dealing
with the matter to continue working on
practical modalities of opening the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border to com-
mercial and passenger traffic, she told
a news conference.

The task force’s Russian co-
chair, Deputy Prime Minister Alexei
Overchuk, said on September 30 that it
never discussed any “extraterritorial
corridors.” He said that the three sides
agreed on another principle whereby
“sovereignty over a road is exercised
by the country through whose terri-
tory the road passes.”

“In practice, the implementation
of this principle means that in order to
enter the territory of Armenia from

Azerbaijan viaunblocked or newly built
roads, border and passport control
measures will be the same as, for
example, when entering Armenia from
Iran,” Overchuk told the Rossiiskaya
Gazetadaily.

Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev has claimed that the Russian-
brokered deal that stopped the 2020
war in Nagorno-Karabakh commits
Armenia to providing a permanent cor-
ridor between Azerbaijan and
Nakhichevan. Yerevan maintains that
it envisages only conventional trans-
port links between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

A joint statement issued by
Aliyev, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian and Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Sochi made no men-
tion of the issue.
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Armenia’s Territorial Integrity Cannot be
Subject to Bargaining — Ambassador
Varuzhan Nersesyan

LONDON - Things are more
promising than they were a few months
ago — but political will and compro-
mise are needed to find a long-term
solution, Armenian Ambassadorto UK
Varuzhan Nersesyan said as he weighed
on perspectives of “just peace” be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan.

In an article published by The
Telegraph, the Ambassador reminded
of the atrocities carried out during the
mid-September attack on Armenia’s
sovereign territory and noted that two
years after the fighting stopped,
Azerbaijan still holds dozens of Arme-
nian prisoners of war. Furthermore,
Azerbaijan’s government has an-
nounced that it intends to erase Arme-
nian inscriptions on religious sites in
the territory that it occupied in the
2020 war against Nagorno-Karabakh.

“The tragedy in Ukraine has been
a useful distraction for Azerbaijan but
perhaps it’s also a lesson we should all
heed. There must be vigilance against
any further military escalation and rec-
ognition that a clear path towards a
comprehensive peace has already been
laid out. Since the end of the war in
2020 the Armenian Government has
adopted the “peace agenda” and has
committed to opening an era of peace-
ful development in the South
Caucasus,” Varuzhan Nersesnayn said.

The Ambassador said “Armenia
is ready for compromise but one that
opens a path for areal and long lasting
peace between neighboring countries.”

“Its territorial integrity cannot be
subject to bargaining and Azerbaijan’s
forces must withdraw from the areas
it now occupies since May 12, 2021,”
he said.

“The war in Ukraine and the en-
ergy crisis will not be enough to pro-
vide Azerbaijan with cover for any
further aggression. Only constructive
engagement, political will and mutual
compromises will lead to a just peace
for both countries,” the Ambassador
noted.

Armenia’s Unemployment Rate
at a Historic Low

YEREVAN — The Chairman of
Armenia’s Central Bank Martin Galstyan
said at a press conference on Tuesday
that gross private sector wages have
risen by more than 20% from 2021.
‘We have been observing this phenom-
enon for several months in a row. We
also notice that unemployment is at a
historically low level, but there are still
many vacancies,” he said.

At the same time Galstyan noted
that there are certain problems in the
labor market.

“We hear anecdotal stories when
Armenian companies start hiring em-
ployees from abroad to cover their
needs. Quite high salaries are observed
in construction, trade, services sec-
tors,” he said, noting that the over-
heated labor market persists.

said late in October that the num-
ber of officially registered jobs in the
country hit a new record in September
2022 growing by 10,000 from June
2022 to 691,087.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
said the government of Armenia has
created 143,000 new jobs in the last 4
years and 4 months. He said compared
to September 2021, the number in-
creased by 39,946, or 6.1%, and com-
pared to 2018 by 108,312 or 18.6%.

He said also that the payroll in
September 2022 compared to Septem-
ber last year increased by 33.43 billion
drams, or 23.5%. “The increase com-
pared to September 2018 exceeded
74.16 billion drams, or 73.2%,” he
noted.

“I already had a chance to an-
nounce that we have a record in the
number of registered jobs in Armenia
based on the results of October. There
are 691,000 registered and paid jobs in
Armenia”, he said.

According to the PM, the cre-
ation of opportunities, the fight against
shadow economy, the policy of re-
forming income tax had a great impact
on this figure.
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Dozens of New Cosponsors Added to
Pro-Armenian Resolutions

WASHINGTON, DC - Over
the last two months, dozens of
Members of Congress have cospon-
sored pro-Armenian resolutions
pending in Congress. Four pro-Ar-
menian resolutions have been intro-
duced inthe 117th Congress, namely
H.Res.240, Calling on Azerbaijan to
immediately release all prisoners of
war and captured civilians;
H.R.7555, the Armenian Genocide
Education Act; H.Res.1351, Con-
demning Azerbaijan’s unprovoked
military attack on Armenia; and
H.Res.1400, Condemning atrocities
committed by the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

Following the Second Nagorno
Karabakh War of 2020 launched by
Azerbaijan, H. Res. 240, “calling on
Azerbaijan to immediately release all
prisoners of war and captured civil-
ians,” was introduced on March 16,
2021 by House Intelligence Commit-
tee Chairman Adam Schiff (D-CA),
his Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs
Reps. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ),
Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Jackie Speier
(D-CA), David Valadao (R-CA), and
26 original cosponsors. Seven new
cosponsors have been added in the
last few weeks bringing the total
number of supporters to 79 Mem-
bers of Congress. The non-binding,
sense of the House resolution is pend-
ing in the House Foreign Affairs
Committee.

To mark the 107th anniversary
ofthe 1915 Armenian Genocide, long-
time friend of the Armenian American
community Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-
NY)introduced H.R.7555, the “Arme-
nian Genocide Education Act” on April
21,2022 along with the five Armenian
Caucus co-chairs and 44 original co-
sponsors. The bill “directs the Library
of Congress to carry out activities to
support Armenian Genocide educa-
tion programs” in the United States.
Five new cosponsors have been added
in recent weeks bringing the total
number of support to 77 Members of
Congress. The bill has been referred
to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration.

Hours after Azerbaijan
launched another major military in-
vasion, this time on Armenia’s sov-
ereign border, Chairman Schiffand
the Armenian Caucus co-chairs in-
troduced H.Res. 1351, “condemn-
ing Azerbaijan’s unprovoked mili-
tary attack on Armenia,” on Sep-

tember 14, 2022. The bill quickly
garnered bi-partisan support, has
added 11 new cosponsors in Octo-
ber, and currently has 61 Members
of Congress signed onto the sym-
bolicresolution thatis pending in the
House Foreign Affairs Committee.

Azerbaijan’s September 2022
military invasion of Armenia again
showed the world the barbaric na-
ture of petro-terrorist IlTham Aliyev’s
military forces as video’s emerged
on social media showing Azeri mili-
tary officers committing war crimes
during the assault, such as raping
and mutilating the body of a cap-
tured female Armenian service of-
ficer and surrendered Armenian sol-
diers being executing at close range
by Azerimilitary gunfire. Reports of
these atrocities prompted Rep. Jacie
Speier (D-CA), a lifetime fighter for
women and human rights, introduced
H.Res.1400, “condemning atrocities
committed by the Republic of
Azerbaijan” on September 28, 2022.
The symbolic bill has collected 21
additional cosponsors and is like-
wise pending in the House Foreign
Affairs Committee.

Following a busy September,
Congress went into recess on Octo-
ber 1 in order to allow members to
campaign for November’s midterm
election. Congress is expected to
return after the election for a ‘lame
duck’ session to pass priority bills
and critical legislation such as the
National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA), the annual must-pass de-
fense bill which has not yet cleared
the Senate. The new 118th Congress
will begin in January 2023, meaning
all of the resolutions not passed be-
fore the end of the year would have
to be re-introduced next year.

“We thank Members of Congress
for their outpouring of support for
Armenia, Armenian Genocide educa-
tion, and Armenian American issues as
we collectively race toward the finish
line, and to the Armenian Caucus lead-
ership for spearheading these impor-
tant and timely initiatives,” stated Ar-
menian Council of America Board
Chairman Sevak Khatchadorian.
“There’s important work still left to do
and we urge House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman Meeks and House
Administration Committee Chair-
woman Lofgren to pass these resolu-
tions before the clock runs out in
December,” he said.

Spain’s Congress of Deputies

Continued from page 1

kilometers of the territory of Armenia”.

“The Azerbaijani regime is cor-
rupt, aggressor and intolerant to dissi-
dents”, the lawmaker said, emphasiz-
ing the fact of violations of human
rights and freedom of speech and the
high number of political prisoners in
Azerbaijan.

ERC MP Marta Rosique criti-
cized the Government for its silence
on aggression against Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh and condemned it

for not having recognized “something
as barbaric as the Armenian geno-
cide.” “Instead, we find deals like this,”
she lamented.

The parliamentary spokesman for
the Basque Group (EAJ-PNV), Aitor
Esteban, stressed that, “it is not so
much the content” of the agreement,
as the moment.”

Early last month the Congress
approved an institutional declaration
condemning the Azerbaijani aggres-
sion against Armenia that left more
than 200 dead in September.
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Arpiar T. Janoyan (1940 - 2022)

Arpiar Janoyan was born in Beirut,
Lebanon onJanuary 27, 1940. He was the
son of Tavit & Manoushak Janoyan and
brother to Lydia, Hovaness and Yester.
Hereceived his early childhood education
at Sourp Nshan Elementary school and
after 3rd grade moved to Nor Marash
where he finished elementary school at
Karasoon Manoog. For three years he at-
tended the Nshan Palandjian Jemaran. Unfor-
tunately, due to finan- cial hardships, he had
to leave his beloved school early and start
working to support his family.

At the age of 18 he started his own
business as a commercial artist where he
made all kinds of signs, banners, posters
and created corporate logos. In the days
prior to computers and vinyl lettering,
Arpiar had to paint all his creations by
hand. He was always proud to be his
own boss. In the halcyon days of Beirut
his creative and cool signs decorated the
city’s business districts.

At the young age of 25 on Decem-
ber 19 1965, he married his elementary
school sweet- heart, Hermine Najarian,
and was blessed with 2 children, Nora
and Aram. Between 1970 and 1975 he
travelled to Paris and Yerevan multiple
times where he fostered a vast network
of artists and received inspiration.

At the outset of the civil war in
Lebanon, in August 1975, Arpiar and
Hermine’s extended family fled Beirut
due to the efforts of Hermine’s brother
Sarkis Najarian, who’s friendship with
Tip O’Neil and the Kennedys helped
secure entry to the United States. He
arrived in Boston on October 1st 1976.
After the famousblizzard of 1977, Arpiar
moved his family to Los Angeles. He
found a job at the Universal Studios and
his unique ability to write in Arabic,
allowed him to make all the signs for
many movies and TV shows that re-
quired that particular skill.

In 1980, he opened up his own
shop, and Designs by Arpiar was cre-
ated in North Hollywood. Arpiar got
involved in the local Chamber of Com-
merce and met many celebrities, making
memorable appearances on both the Jay
Leno and Conan O’Brian shows.

In 1986 he commenced his annual
trips to Armenia with the sole purpose of
helping the local artists. He made lifelong
friends on these adventures. He ran with
poets, painters, musicians, academics and
politicians. Every autumn he would go for
23 weeks. He did his annual pilgrimage to
the home-land for over 30 years.

In 1990 when the Desert Storm
War erupted in Iraq, he got into the flag
business, selling thousands of patri- otic
American Flags and this served as the
catalyst to launch a flags, pins and patri-
otic gear division of his business. Subse-
quently, in 1991 when Armenia declared
its independence, he produced thou-
sands of Tricolor Armenian flags and
departed to Hayastan to decorate the
parliament for the swearing of the first
president of independent Armenia. This
became a lifelong passion for him. For
every Armenian fundraising function,
Arpiar provided all the flags, pins and
decorations. He helped establish the first
consul general of Armenia office in
Beverly Hills. He was also instrumental
with working with Louise Simone, presi-
dent of AGBU, to create all the signage
forthe American University to Vehapars.

His dedication to the homeland and his
people culminated with the Nerses
Shnorali Medal which was bestowed to
him in May 2006 by Vehapar Karekin I1.

Arpiar was also a big supporter of
Armenian 20th century art. Organizing
several art shows here in Los Angeles
that included paintings from Carzou,
Jansem, Khanjian, Hagopian,
Giragossian, Antoyan, Amadouni and
many others. He always wanted to en-
sure that the art bought from his exhibi-
tions was placed in loving homes of
Armenians who would appreciate its
unique Armenian aesthetic.

In 1998, he moved his business to
a new location off of Cahuenga Blvd.
This was his haven for over 20 years. It
was an eclectic multi mix property where
he had his sign business, his flag/pin
inventory, an art gallery, and an upstairs
studio apartment where various artists
would stay when they came in from out
of town. As Arpiar transitioned into
semiretirement, this location became a
default Armenian community center
where his friends would congregate to
drink Armenian coffee and discuss top-
ics including, art, culture, movies, poli-
tics and community events.

In 2001 he was diagnosed with
diabetes. He struggled with this con-
stantly for the past 20 years but was
intent on never letting it control his life.

On his 75th birthday, his younger
sister Yester organized a surprise birth-
day party for him. Surrounded by his
children, grandchildren, siblings and
extended family, this was one of the
highlights of his life.

When covid hitin 2020, he was not
impacted physically but was crushed
socially. He was not built for isolation
because he got his oxygen and energy
from his friends who he suddenly
couldn’t be with. He fell into depression
as many of his travel plans with his
family had to be shelved.

So many friends from Beirut and
Armenia relied on him when they first
moved to this country. His generosity
was boundless. Anyone who knew him
loved him.

His pride and joy were his wife of
57 years Hermine, his children, Nora &
Aram, their spouses, Dr. Philip & Lusine
and his 4 wonderful grandchildren
Alexander, Isabella, Arno & Vaughn.

Ifameasure of a man is determined
by the impact he had on the lives of
others, Arpiar Janoyan lived a wildly
successful life. You can say he was the
personification of the American Dream
writtenin BOLD ARMENIANLETTERS

NOVEMBER 12, 2022

COAF Jack and Zarig Youredjian Scholarship
Fund Provides Over 350 Rural Youth in
Armenia with Access to Higher Education

LRE

YEREVAN - The COAF Jack &
Zarig Youredjian Scholarship Fund has
awarded a total of 352 scholarships
since its inception in 2019. The fund’s
objective is to provide aspiring stu-
dents from COAF-supported rural
communities with the life-altering op-
portunity to pursue higher education at
Armenia’s leading universities. An
overwhelmingly large number of
Armenia’s rural youth can’t afford
university tuition, and most are in need
of financial assistance after high
school.

Benefactors Mr. and Mrs. Jack
and Zarig Youredjian of Los Angeles
established their scholarship fund for
COAF during a trip to Armeniain 2019
upon realizing how many rural youth
are in dire need of financial assistance
to pursue a higher education. Their
fund is committed to providing univer-
sity scholarships to COAF Alumni from
over 50 beneficiary villages. Recipi-
ents must demonstrate exemplary lead-
ership, academic excellence, integrity,
and good citizenship. A student’s en-
tire tuition until graduation is covered,
whether an undergraduate or graduate
degree is earned.

The first Youredjian scholarships
were awarded during the 2020-2021
academic year, providing vital support
to students from rural Armenia who
were confronted with the pandemic
and devastating war. Fields of study
included pedagogy, business manage-
ment, IT, medicine, and law. Cur-
rently, 87 percent of those who have
graduated are already working in their
areas of expertise.

The Youredjian Scholarship Pro-
gram also features an important com-
ponent in addition to awarding schol-

arships. Students are offered career
development packages while study-
ing. These include internships,
mentorships, employability skills train-
ing and community development
projects for their hometowns.

Many scholarship recipients have
already initiated projects in their local
communities. One example is Argishti
Aleksanyan, a software engineer who
has organized computer programming
and professional orientation workshops
for middle school students in his home-
town of Dalarik (Armavir Province).
“The scholarship has been a true bless-
ing. It’s inspired me to share my knowl-
edge and skills with the young people
in my community. I’ve been working
in my field of study for 2 years now,
and that’s in part thanks to my men-
tors at HSBC Armenia, who taught me
essential workplace skills,” said
Argishti, who graduated from the
Yerevan State University of Architec-
ture and Construction this summer.

The Jack and Zarig Youredjian
Scholarship Fund is just one of many
philanthropic initiatives undertaken by
the Youredjian Family in providing
opportunities for underserved com-
munities in Armenia and worldwide.
Additional significant contributions to
COAF include funding SMART Initia-
tives in the Lori and Armavir prov-
inces, the construction of the Re-
gional Health Center in Dsegh, con-
tinuous support extended to Child &
Family Centers and economic devel-
opment projects in the regions of
Armenia. The Youredjians received
COAF’s2019 Humanitarian Award at
the 16th Annual COAF Holiday Gala
in recognition of their outstanding
charitable work.

President Vahagn Khachaturyan Highlights

Continued frompage 1

also lead to many human casualties and
have disastrous consequences for the
environment.”

President Vahagn Khachaturyan
emphasized that despite the challenges
and security issues in Armenia, the
climate change agenda continues to
occupy a primary place in the
government’s agenda.

“In particular, climate-resilient
and low-carbon development based on
a sustainable and long-term climate
change adaptation strategy, large-scale
afforestation, investments in renew-

able energy and energy efficiency, the
use of innovative and modern climate
technologies, the promotion of electric
mobility and the development of nuclear
power have been identified as a prior-
ity. the president said.

During the Conference, presi-
dent Khachaturyan held meetings
with world leaders, including Arab
League Secretary-General Ahmed
Aboul Geit, president of Iraq Abdul
Latif Rashid, president of Austria
Alexander Van der Bellen, president
of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades, Min-
ister of State of Monaco Pierre
Dartout and others.
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DETERMINED & COMPASSIONATE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

JUVENILE DEFENSE o DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)
VEHICULAR OFFENSES/HIT AND RUN
IMMIGRATION - MOTION TO VACATE A PLEA

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON

CRIMES INVOLVING POLICE OFFICERS
CRIMINAL THREATS o WEAPON CHARGES

At the law office of ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, we provide zealous
representation to achieve the best possible outcome on your behalf.

LAW OFFICES OF

(" ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, PC

www.TAVOUKJIANLAW.com
135 E. Valley BI, #B, Alhambra, CA 91801

ALICE TAVOUKJIAN
Attorney At Law

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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