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DINNER DANCE PARTY
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* CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH DJ & SALSA DANCE

HOLIDAY SPIRITS

SATURDAY, December 17™ AT 7:30PM

LSLSLSL ST ST ST ST ST ST SL ST SICSL ST ST SI SIS SL%)

(S

Location: 1060 N. ALLEN AVE., PASADENA, CA 91104

For more information, please call Karine (818) 324-0574, or Lena (626) 485-6434

Donation $100
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PM Pashinyan Refuses to Sign
CSTO Declarations

YEREVAN — Armenia’s Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan refused on
Wednesday to sign a declaration
adopted by the leaders of the Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO) ata gathering in Yerevan after
failing to include an agreement on pro-
viding defense aid to Armenia follow-
ing Azerbaijan’s aggression.

“The absence of a clear political
assessment of the situation by the
CSTO and a decision on the above-
mentioned may mean not only the re-
fusal of the CSTO from its alliance
obligations, but also be interpreted by
Azerbaijan as a green light from the
CSTO for further aggression against
Armenia. And this contradicts not only
the letter, but also the spirit and mean-
ing of the fundamental documents of
the CSTO,” Pashinyan explained.

Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko said Armenia’s negotia-
tors proposed adding two points to the
declaration, but “we decided not to
accept them.” He did not elaborate on
the matter, though he did project opti-
mism at the prospect of Armenia and
Azerbaijanreaching a peace deal, which
has eluded negotiators for over three
decades.

Pashinyan said because of these
failures he was notready “to sign these
documents.” The prime minister said
that during the past two years, Arme-
nia, which is a CSTO member, has
been subjected to aggression by
Azerbaijan at least three times.

“It is regrettable that Armenia’s
membership in the CSTO did not re-

Continued on page4

Aliyev Cancels Planned Meeting With
Pashinyan Over Macron’s Mediation

BAKU — Azerbaijan’s President
Ilham Aliyev said on Friday that he has
cancelled upcoming fresh talks with
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan be-
cause the latter wants French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron to also attend
them.

He said that France can no longer
mediate Armenian-Azerbaijani nego-
tiations because of Macron’s recent
pro-Armenian comments and ‘“anti-
Azerbaijani” resolutions adopted by
French lawmakers.

Aliyev and Pashinyan were
scheduled to meet in Brussels on De-
cember 7 for further talks hosted by
the European Union’s top official,
Charles Michel.

“Yesterday [the Azerbaijani presi-
dential aide] Hikmet Hajiyev informed
me that he has been contacted by the
office of Charles Michel and told that
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan is willing to meet only with
the participation of French President
Macron,” Aliyev told an international
conference in Baku. “This means that
the meeting will not take place.”

“We will discuss alternatives,”
he said. “We will see who will assume

the role of a mediator and on what
platform.”

Aliyev claimed that Pashinyan set
that condition in order to drag out the
negotiating process and prevent the
signing of an Armenian-Azerbaijani
peace treaty sought by Baku.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
confirmed that Yerevan wants Macron
to take part in the Brussels summit. It
argued that Aliyev and Pashinyan met
in Prague on October 6 in the presence
of both Michel and Macron.

“It is logical that the format and
the composition of the meeting should
remain the same. All the statements of
the Azerbaijani side that the Armenian
sideis trying to disrupt the meeting and
the peace process have no connection
with reality. Armenia is ready for the
meeting on December 7 in line with the
agreement and the format reached in
Prague,” he said.

Accordingly, Hunanian denied
that Yerevan is torpedoing the peace
process.

Atthe same time, Hunanyan noted
that Azerbaijan has not responded to
Armenian proposals for concluding a
peace treaty.

Baku Responds to Armenia’s Proposals
for Peace Treaty — FM Ararat Mirzoyana

YEREVAN— Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan spoke today
about the course of negotiations with
Azerbaijan on a draft peace treaty.

“As you know, we submitted to
Azerbaijan our proposals on the nor-
malization of relations and received
their answers only yesterday. So dis-
cussions are continuing. We hope to
reach an agreement on this issue as
soon as possible. The mediation ef-
forts of our international partners can
also play an important role in this
process,” Mirzoyan told Armenpress.

Mirzoyan declined to disclose the
proposals which he presented to his
Azerbaijani counterpart Jeyhun
Bayramov in Washington on Novem-

ber 7. Nor did he say whether they
were accepted by the Azerbaijani side.

Earlier this year, Baku put for-
ward five key elements of the peace
treaty acceptable to it. They include
mutual recognition of each other’s
territorial integrity.

In response to these proposals
Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan said earlier they were ac-
ceptable. However, according to him,
the Azerbaijani proposals did not fully
reflect the entire agenda of the existing
problems.

He said for the Armenian side it
was fundamentally important that the

Continued on page4

Armenian Fund’s 25th Telethon Results

On November 24th, the Hayastan
All Armenian Fund held its 25th annual
Telethon under the slogan “We De-
velop Dynamic Communities”, which
raised USD 11,003,439.51 as of to-
day. The Fund’s worldwide fundraising
events are still ongoing, and the results
will be announced at the end of the
year.

The donations received for the
Telethon-2022 are as follows:

Armenia and Artsakh- $
1,000,280.51,

United Sttaes — $ 5,000,250,

France- $ 3,284,000,

Great Britain-USD 700 000,

&
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S

Toronto (Canada)- $ 547,272.

Donations have beenreceived also
from

Montreal (Canada)- $ 204,000,

Brazil- $ 100,000,

Switzerland- $ 80,000,

Germany- $ 52,660,

Argentina- $ 25,000,

Austria- $ 6,144,

Romania- $ 3,833.

The amounts raised during “We
Develop Dynamic Communities” Tele-
thon will be used for the healthcare,
social, educational, cultural and infra-
structure rehabilitation projects in the
border communities of our Homeland, as
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Armenian Government to Create
Interior Ministry

YEREVAN — The Armenian
government on Thursday formally
decided to set up a ministry of inte-
rior as part of a major structural
reform of the national police and
two other agencies.

Armenia had an interior minis-
try until former President Robert
Kocharyan abolished it and turned
the police into a separate structure
subordinate to him two decades ago.
The police have reported to the prime
minister since Kocharyan’s succes-
sor, Serzh Sarkisyan, completed the
country’s transition to a parliamen-
tary system of government in 2018.

The Armenian Ministry of Jus-
tice recommended the re-establish-
ment of the interior ministry headed
by a full-fledged cabinet member in
a three-year strategy of police re-
forms proposed to the government
in 2020. Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan signaled his approval of
the idea in February 2021 but did not
rush to put it into practice.

The ministry revived the idea
this summer before drafting a pack-
age of amendments to more than
three dozen laws. The government
endorsed the proposed amendments
and decided to send them to the
Armenian parliament for approval on
Thursday.

“The interior ministry will com-
prise three major services: the po-
lice, the rescue service and the mi-
gration and citizenship service,” act-
ing Justice Minister Grigor Minasyan
said during a weekly cabinet meeting
chaired by Pashinian.

The rescue service is currently
part of the existing Ministry of Emer-
gencies. In Minasyan’s words, the
ministry will be abolished as a result
of the forthcoming structural change.

PM Pashinyan said that the
creation of the interior ministry is
primarily aimed at “increasing the
effectiveness of the work of the
police.” He did say who will likely
run it.

Secretary of Armenia’s Security Council

Discusses Issues of Regional and
International Security with French Officials

PARIS -- On a working visit to
Paris, Secretary of Armenia’s Se-
curity Council Armen Grigoryan met
with Isabelle Dumont, Adviser to
French President for Continental
Europe and Turkey, Frédéric
Mondoloni, Director of the Conti-
nental Europe Department of the
French Foreign Ministry, Christophe
Lucas, Deputy Head of the Depart-
ment of International Relations and
Strategic Planning of the Ministry
of Defense of France, and OSCE
Minsk Group French Co-Chair Brice
Roquefeuil.

At the meeting, the interlocu-

tors exchanged views on a num-
ber of issues of the international
and regional security agenda of
mutual interest. The Secretary of
the Security Council reaffirmed
Armenia’s readiness to contrib-
ute to the security environment in
our region.

The interlocutors commended
the dynamics of development of Ar-
menia-France bilateral multi-sector
relations, which have intensified re-
cently. An agreement was reached
to continue the dialogue aimed at the
development of bilateral relations in
various fields.
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Artsakh Human Rights Defender
Reunification with Mother Armenia
Has Always Been the Cherished Dream of
Artsakh Armenians

STEPANAKERT — The cher-
ished dream of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) Armenians has always been
reunification with mother Armenia,
Artsakh human rights defender
Gegham Stepanyan said in a Facebook
post.

His comment comes inretaliation
to Artsakh newly appointed sate min-
ister (equivalent of prime minister)
Ruben Vardnayna’s claims that
‘Artsakh people would never become
just a part of Armenia, one of its
regions.” In an interview with Russian
RTVI Vardanyan said that ‘the Artsakh
issue is a complex issue that requires
quite serious work.”

“It was the cherished dream of
reunification with the motherland that
brought Artsakh Armenians to the
square in 1988. Although first public
demands for reunification were ex-
pressed in 1988, Artsakh intellectuals
had voided that demand in letters ad-
dressed to the Soviet central authori-
ties long before. Armenians have united
in Artsakh, Armenia, Javakhk (the
Armenian-populated region in Geor-
gia), the Diaspora and everywhere else
to fight for reunification of Artsakh
with its mother Armenia,” Stepanyan
stated.

According to him, during the 30-
year struggle all sacrifices and hard-
ships have been and are for the realiza-
tion of this important goal.

“It is these simple realities that
allow us to assert that the Artsakh
movement is not separatism, it is not
an end in itself, but a natural aspiration
and the right of a part of the nation to
join the Motherland from which they
were artificially and unjustly sepa-
rated,” the human rights defender
stressed.

Billionaire and social entrepre-
neur Ruben Vardanyan renounced in
early September his Russian citizen-
ship and moved to Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) to take up as state minister.
In an interview with the Russian daily
‘Kommersant’ published in early No-
vember, Vardanyan said that
Armenia’s government has no man-
date to negotiate on behalf of Karabakh
and single-handedly decide its future.

Switzerland “Intends to Protect and
Reestablish Livelihoods of People Living in
Border Areas in Armenia’ — Ambassador

YEREVAN -- The Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation SDC
has approved CHF 960,000 in aid for
Armenia to improve border communi-
ties' resilience towards crisis situa-
tions. Partnering with the World Food
Programme (WFP) for implementa-
tion, Switzerland provides immediate
humanitarian and long-term economic
support to Gegharkunik, Vayots Dzor
and Syunik with the “Resilience and
Economic Recovery of Border Com-
munities in Armenia— REBCA” project.

The Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment and Cooperation signed the
REBCA project today with the World
Food Programme (WFP).

Ambassador of Switzerland in
Armenia Lukas Rosenkranz delivered
remarks at the signing ceremony.

“Armenia's recent progress with
its socio-economic reform agenda has
been challenged by external factors
such as COVID-19, military conflictin
2020, and international economic
shocks particularly from the war in
Ukraine. Furthermore, the military es-
calation of last September had signifi-
cant impact on 6 communities in the
three Eastern regions of Gegharkunik,
Vayots Dzor and Syunik.' These mu-
nicipalities include over 130 settle-

Continued on page4
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Lemkin Institute Supports Artsakh People’s
Right to Self-Determination
to Avoid Genocide

~“JLemkin Institute for
enocide Prevention

Home of the Iraq Project

The Lemkin Institute has voiced
its solidarity with and support for the
people of the Republic of Artsakh,
who turned out in Stepanakert on Oc-
tober 30th in historic numbers to rally
for self-determination.

In a statement the Institute re-
minds that Artsakh has been inhabited
by a majority Armenian population for
thousands of years, and mentions of
Armenians in the region date back at
least to the 6th century BCE.

The Institute briefly presented
the history of the region and the Artsakh
wars.

“At the heart of this conflict are
two factors that are common in geno-
cidal scenarios: The

weakening of one group or
groups through genocide and the con-
tinuing impunity (and genocidal ideol-
ogy) of perpetrator groups. In this
case, we have, on the one hand, the
consequences of the Armenian geno-
cide in the region, which completely
eradicated the Armenian presence in
Western Armenia (today’s eastern
Turkey) and substantially reduced Ar-
menians’ fighting capacity and politi-
cal leverage in the Caucasus in the late
1910s and early 1920s. On the other
hand, we have the development of
Azerinationalism as an anti-Armenian
phenomena and the ongoing and un-
checked genocidal hostility of Azeri
nationalists towards Armenians. Nei-
ther of these issues should be ignored
by the international community in con-
structing policy towards the region,”
the statement reads.

The Lemkin Institute says “there
seems to be the misperception among
many members of the international
community that Artsakh should sim-
ply be “given up” — handed over to
Azerbaijan due to the territorial losses
suffered by Armenians in 2020.”

“In fact, many Western govern-
ments seem to be promoting policies
that will lead to Azerbaijani control
over Artsakh in the name of “peace”
and “prosperity,” two terms repeat-
edly used by US officials at a Novem-
ber 16 Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee hearing on “Assessing U.S.
Policy in the Caucasus.” The origin of
this Western view is, once again, a
desire to please Turkey and to gain
access to Caucasus oil as well as to
strategic positions in Central Asia. Such
a view negates Artsakhsis’ legitimate
right to self-determination and risks
collusion with a genocidal state.”

It emphasizes that “What the
Western world, and particularly NATO,

fails to understand is that “giving up”
Artsakh would mean condoning geno-
cide against Armenians: the forced
displacement and persecution of Ar-
menians, widespread atrocity crimes,
destruction of cultural heritage, and
one of the largest humanitarian crises
in the Caucasus region in the past
decades, involving a huge influx of
refugees to Armenia proper.”

“Importantly, given the current
red flags for genocide in Turkey and
Azerbaijan, as well as what we know
about the genocidal process in general,
it is inconceivable that “giving up”
Artsakh will put an end to conflict in
the region, much less lead to “peace”
and “prosperity.” The genocidal de-
signs of Azerbaijan and its strong ally
Turkey almost ensure that aggression
against Armenian territory will con-
tinue. The anti-Armenian hatred pro-
moted by both countries, and espe-
cially by the Aliyev regime, will not
abate with the depopulation of
Artsakh,” the statement reads.

It notes that the depopulation of
Artsakh should be seen as the begin-
ning of a much larger push to erase the
Armenian presence from the region
once and for all.

“The people of Artsakh deserve
to have their calls for self-determina-
tion heard and taken seriously by the
international community,” the Insti-
tute sayd, reminding that the right to
self-determination is one of the most
important fundamentals of the interna-
tional legal system along with the equal
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
states.

“The fundamental right to self-
determination should not become an-
other legal fiction; instead, it should be
understood as an essential element of
lasting international peace and secu-
rity. Furthermore, the international
community’s responsibility to protect
identity groups is an essential norm
that must be exercised in this case,
where the world has the rare chance to
prevent genocide before mass killing
has begun,” the Lemkin Institute notes.

“Only when these rights are fully
protected and respected will the world
be able to fulfill the long-awaited prom-
ises of the United Nations Charter,” it
says.

The Lemkin Institute calls for the
creation of an independent interna-
tional commission to study the issues
involved in Artsakh, with the aim of
establishing a just outcome and a stable
peace.

“Azerbaijan must not be allowed
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Exhibition at European Parliament

Showcases the Destruction of Armenian
Heritage of Artsakh

An exhibition on endangered heri-
tage of Artsakh opened at the Euro-
pean parliament at the initiative of MEP
Nathalie Loiseau on November 28.

The exhibition showcases the
destruction and eradication of Arme-
nian heritage of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Addressing the event were

MEP Nathaliec Loiseau, Armenia’s
Ambassador to Belgium/Head of
the Mission to the European Union
Anna Aghajanyan and Director of
the Diplomatic School Vahe
Gabrielyan.

The exhibition will continue
through December 1.

Israeli Soldiers Accused of Spitting at
Armenian Archbishop in Jerusalem Procession

JERUSALEM -- Soldiers from
the Israel Defense Forces’ Givati Bri-
gade are suspected of spitting toward
the Armenian archbishop and other
pilgrims during a procession earlier
this month in the Old City of Jerusa-
lem, the Times of Israel reports, quot-
ing Haaretz.

It is the latest in a series of
incidents of controversial behavior by
soldiers in the infantry unit over the
past month.

According to the report, two sol-
diers were detained by police on the
spot and a total of three were later
probed by the IDF.

The military has decided two
soldiers will face disciplinary action
for “behaving disrespectfully,” with-
out detailing the accusation.

Church officials said that on
November 7, Archbishop Sevan
Gharibian, the Grand Sacristan of the
Armenian Apostolic Patriarchate of

Jerusalem, along with other senior of-
ficials, was leading a procession in-
cluding pilgrims from abroad to mark
the Feast of the Cross.

The parade set off from the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre and when it
reached the area of the souk it passed
by some Givati soldiers, some of whom
allegedly spatat the participants and the
cross they were carrying.

Chancellor of the Armenian Pa-
triarchate of Jerusalem Koryun
Baghdasaryan told Haaretz that al-
though the church has encountered
such behavior in the past from reli-
gious Jews in Jerusalem, “this is the
first time that soldiers have spat at us,
on the cross and priests who were
there.”

Israel Police officers who were
escorting the procession detained two
soldiers, one of whom was released
after questioning. The police investi-
gation is still ongoing.

to use force to claim Armenian terri-
tory and the international community
must make clear that it will vigorously

defend Armenian life against arenewal
of the genocide of 1915,” the state-
ment concludes.

www.massispost.com
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“Microhistories of the Armenian Genocide”
by Dr. Umit Kurt

FRESNO -- Dr. Umit Kurt will
give a presentation on “Microhistories
ofthe Armenian Genocide” at 7:00PM
on Friday, December 9, 2022, in the
University Business Center, Alice Pe-
ters Auditorium, on the Fresno State
campus. The event is organized by the
Armenian Studies Program at Fresno
State.

The Armenian Genocide was a
mass violence event committed by a
wide-ranging group of perpetrators.
The individuals who were involved in
this atrocity did so in line with their
own decisions, regardless of the cir-
cumstances, making individual respon-
sibility a pertinent concept. Alleging
that this mass violence was committed
only by a group headed by the CUP or
Talat Pasha (infamously known as the
architect of the genocide) causes us
to, primarily, disregard the aggregate
dimension of the Genocide itself as
well as the individual and collective
responsibilities of those who partook
of their own free will.

It becomes necessary to construct
anew paradigm in this regard by shifting
our point of focus from CUP elites to
local (and grass-roots perpetrators), as
the responsibility for the destruction of
Ottoman Armenians is not limited to
merely the central government, CUP
dignitaries, or Talat Pasha.

Research into the micro-history
of the Armenian genocide has made
use of various often neglected or over-
looked primary sources to shed light
on the fate of survivors, as well as the
many more who perished. Rather than
relying on the secondary literature ex-
amining this part of Asia Minor with a
macro-level focus, uncovering under-
utilized archival documents grants pas-
sage to the largely unknown world of
the localities. This lecture focuses on
the scholarship about genocidal activ-
ity at the local level(s) and different
regions and the destruction of the Ot-
toman Armenians from the perspec-
tive of microhistories.

Umit Kurt is Assistant Professor
in the School of Humanities, Creative
Industry, and Social Sciences (His-

tory) and an affiliate of the Centre for
the Study of Violence at the University
of Newcastle, Australia. A former
Polonsky Fellow atthe Van Leer Jerusa-
lem Institute, he is the author The
Armenians of Aintab: The Economics
of Genocide in an Ottoman Province
(Harvard University Press, 2021; re-
ceived PROSE Award Finalist in the
category of World History by Associa-
tion of American Publishers), Antep
1915: Genocide and Perpetrators
(Hesitim, 2018) and the coauthor of
The Spirit of the Laws: The Plunder of
Wealth in the Armenian Genocide
(Berghahn, 2015). He is the co-editor
ofthe volumes of Armenians and Kurds
in the Late Ottoman Empire (Armenian
Series of The Press at California State
University, Fresno, 2020) and The
Committee of Union and Progress:
Founders, Ideology, and Structure
(Armenian Series of The Press at Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno, 2021).

Dr. Kurt’s book The Armenians
of Aintab: The Economics of Genocide
in an Ottoman Province will be on sale
at the event.

The lecture is free and open to the
public. Parking is available in Fresno
State Lots P6 and PS5, near the University
Business Center, Fresno State. A free
parking code can be obtained by con-
tacting the Armenian Studies Program.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Switzerland Intends to Protect

Continued from page 2

ments, with a total population of over
130'000 people.

40 % of these settlements and 70
% of their population live in the imme-
diate vicinity of the border. As a result
of the mentioned military escalation,
around 90,000 persons still face seri-
ous problems today, including with
regards to food-security and economic
livelihood.

With the project that we are
launching today, Switzerland, together
with the project's implementing part-
ner, the World Food Program, intends
to protect and reestablish livelihoods
of people living in border areas in
Armenia, in close cooperation with the
Armenian authorities, among them the
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs
and the Ministry of Territorial Admin-
istration and Infrastructure. The project
will target 15 border settlement of

Vardenis, Sisian and Jermuk commu-
nities; Switzerland will spend 960'000
CHF (around 1 Mio USD) for this
purpose. I wish to underline that this
project stands in the tradition of Swiss
humanitarian assistance to Armenia,
which started with the Spitak earth-
quake of 1988. Regarding this humani-
tarian engagement, I would like to
recall that Switzerland is a long-stand-
ing major contributor to the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross for
its mandate in Armenia and in other
countries and that the Swiss Confed-
eration has partnered for many years
with the Swiss Red Cross on behalf of
vulnerable families in Armenia. Fur-
thermore, the Swiss Development and
Cooperation Agency is also closely
cooperating with Armenian Ministry
of Emergency, supporting Armenia in
building up a local and central system
for rescue and response. So I am very
happy to launch this project today with
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Movie About Armenian Genocide Survivor
Included in Official Competition Program of
Italian International Film Festival

The feature “Amerikatsi” directed
by Michael Goorjian has been included
in the official competition program of
the SALERNO International Film Fes-
tival held in Italy, the National Cinema
Center of Armenia said.

The screening of the filmis sched-
uled for December the Ist.

The film tells the story of Charlie,
a young Armenian who escaped the
Armenian Genocide and found shelter
in the United States. His family was not
so lucky. The story begins in 1947, as
Charlie repatriates back to Armenia
just to be greeted by the harsh reality
of Soviet Communism. Almost imme-
diately Charlie is arrested and sen-
tenced to prison.

Director and scriptwriter -
Michael A. Goorjian, cameraman-

SALERNO, ITALY DEC. IST

IMERIKATS

Ghasem Ebrahimian, actors- Hovik
Keuchkerian, Mikhail Trukhin, Nelli
Uvarova, Jean-Pierre Nshanyan, film
producers- Arman Nshanyan, Sol
Tryon, Patrick Malkhassian, Ani
Vorskanyan, production company-
PEOPLE OF AR Productions.

PM Pashinyan Refuses to Sign

Continued from page 1

strain Azerbaijan from resorting to
aggressive actions, and furthermore,
basically until today, we were unable
to make a decision regarding the
CSTO’s response to Azerbaijan’s ag-
gression against Armenia,” added
Pashinyan.

Pashinyan said also that Armenia
expects the CSTO to accelerate the nec-
essary political and diplomatic work with
Azerbaijan to ensure the immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of Azerbaijani
troops from the sovereign territory of the
Republic of Armenia to their original
positions as of May 11, 2021.

He stressed that such a position
is important not only to restore the
territorial integrity of the Republic of
Armenia, but also to deter Azerbaijan
from further aggressive actions against
our country.

The Armenian premier expressed
hope on Thursday that both docu-
ments vetoed by him will be amended
and approved by all member states.

“Despite the fact that the CSTO

summit declaration was not adopted
...and adecisionregarding the CSTO’s
reaction to the September 13 escala-
tion [on the border] was not approved,
also because we refused to sign it, |
repeat that I regard the discussion as
largely positive,” Pashinyan told a
weekly meeting of his cabinet.

“I also consider as positive nego-
tiations held with Russia in a bilateral
format and hope that the understand-
ings reached will be implemented as
soon as possible,” he said in an appar-
ent reference to his late-night meeting
with Russian President Vladimir Putin
held right after the summit.

“We still hope that our partners
will come to their senses and realize
that Armenia’s border is also the
CSTO’s border,” said Alen Simonyan,
the Armenian parliament speaker.

“The Armenian authorities have
not come to terms and will not come to
terms with this inactivity,” Simonyan
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service.

He made clear at the same time
that Yerevan still has no plans to leave
the organization.

Baku Responds to Armenia’s Proposals

Continued frompage 1

rights and freedoms of the Armenians
of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) were
clearly guaranteed, and the status of
Nagorno-Karabakh was finally clari-
fied.

“For us, the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict is not a territorial issue, but a
question of rights. As we have already
reported, the Armenian side responded
to the Azerbaijani proposal emphasiz-
ing this position,” Mirzoyan said.

The Armenian side’s proposals
touch upon such issues as territorial
claims, guarantees to Artsakh Arme-
nians, trilateral statements between
Russia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, nego-

tiations on the Armenian-Azerbaijani
peace agreement.

The approach of the Armenian
side is that these two packages be
combined and negotiations started
around a peace treaty to find a long-
term solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

The Azerbaijani reply reported
by Mirzoyan came two days after
Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev
cancelled a meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan which was due to
take place in Brussels on December 7.
He complained that Pashinyan wants
French President Emmanuel Macron
to also participate in it along with
European Union chief Charles Michel.

the signature of the necessary formali-
ties. The project translates principles
and objectives of Switzerland's for-
eign policy and development coopera-
tion into action. With its Swiss Coop-

eration Programme for the South
Caucasus 2022 - 2025, Switzerland
supports the transition of Armenia to-
wards a market economy and inclu-
sive economic development,” the Swiss
Ambassador said.
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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