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Blood Drive

IN COMMEMORATION
OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Thursday, April 20, 2023
2:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Armenian Educational Benevolent Union
A.E.B.U. Hall
1060 N. Allen Ave Pasadena, CA. 91104

Please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code: AEBU to schedule an
appointment.

Be cool. Give blood. Come give 4/1-23 for a special Red Cross and PEANUTS Joe
Cool T-shirt, Itd gty!

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15
minutes by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to
complete your pre-donation reading and health history
questions on the day of your appointment.

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App
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Armenia Endorses Summit for Democracy
Declaration With Reservation

4

SUMMIT For
DEMOCRACY

YEREVAN - Armenia has signed
on Summit for Democracy Declara-
tion with reservations over a para-
graph condemning Russia’s war in
Ukraine. According to the U.S. State
Department, India and Mexico also
refused to back that paragraph.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
refrained from the opening paragraph
in the declaration that deplores the
“dire human rights and humanitarian
consequences of the aggression by the
Russian Federation against Ukraine”
and demands that Moscow “immedi-
ately, completely, and uncondition-
ally” withdraw its troops from Ukrai-
nian territory.

Armenia expressed reservation
regarding preambular Paragraph 3 of
the Declaration “because this para-
graph does not comprehensively re-
flect all conflicts and crises and does
not address the fact of the Azerbaijani
aggression against, and occupation of
parts of the sovereign territory of the
Republic of Armenia.”

Yerevan endorsed the rest of the
extensive summit declaration which
describes democracy as “humanity’s
most enduring means to advance peace,

prosperity, equality, sustainable devel-
opment, and security.”

The Preambular Paragraph 3 of
the Declaration says: “We reiterate our
firm resolve to support countries and
people around the world that adhere to
the values of freedom and democracy,
against direct or indirect attempts or
threats to undermine them. We recog-
nize the fundamental principles of the
UN Charter that all states shall refrain
in their international relations from the
threat or use of force against the terri-
torial integrity or political independence
of any state and shall settle their inter-
national disputes by peaceful means.
We recognize the inherent right of
individual or collective self-defense of
States consistent with Article 51 of the
Charter of the United Nations. We
underscore the need to reach, as soon
as possible, a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in Ukraine in line with the
principles of the UN Charter. We de-
plore the dire human rights and hu-
manitarian consequences of the ag-
gression by the Russian Federation
against Ukraine, including the continu-

Continued on page4

If Azerbaijan Doesn’t Attack Armenia This
Spring, EU Mission is Already a Success —
Markus Ritter

“Many Armenians believe there
will be a spring offensive by Azerbaijan.
If this doesn’t happen, our mission is
already a success,” Markus Ritter, the
German head of the European Union
monitors deployed to Armenia’s bor-
der with Azerbaijan, told Germany’s
Deutsche Welle. broadcaster this week.

Many Armenians are glad about
the EU presence, Ritter said in the
interview.

But he was quick to dampen ex-
pectations: observers are not permit-
ted access to Azerbaijani territory. Ritter
and his colleagues are therefore unable
to detect, for instance, troop move-
ments in preparation of another attack.

“We cannot interfere, we only
have binoculars and cameras at our
disposal,” he said.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry

strongly condemned Ritter’s remarks,
saying that they are based on “false

Continued on page4

UN Human Rights Experts Call on Azerbaijan
to Take Urgent Action to Ensure Freedom of
Movement Through Lachin Corridor

NEW YORK (Armradio) — On
April 3, five UN Special Procedures
Mandate Holders published a commu-
nication where they appealed to the
Government of Azerbaijan to take ur-
gent action to ensure the freedom and
security of movement through the
Lachine Corridor.

The UN human rights experts
stated, in particular, that the Lachin
Corridor is the only transport link

that connects Nagorno-Karabakh
with Armenia and the outside world
and is of a great humanitarian impor-
tance. The blockade has disrupted
the delivery of food, medicine, fuel
and other essential goods to around
120,000 people living in Nagorno-
Karabakh. The humanitarian situa-
tion aggravated due to periodic inter-

Continued on page 4

Anti-Armenian Hate Flyers
Posted in Glendale

GLENDALE—Anti-Armenian fly-
ers, promoting the completion of the
Armenian Genocide, were spotted in
Glendale Friday.

According to Glendale police de-
partment the flyers were spoted Friday
morning on light poles near St. Mary’s
Armenian Apostolic Church and other
areas of the city. Glendale police say a
passerby saw the disturbing flyers and
called police to report it.

“The Glendale Police Department
isinvestigating this incident thoroughly
in the hopes of identifying the
perpetrator(s) responsible for spread-
ing hate and fear within our commu-
nity. We will work diligently to bring
those responsible to justice”. the de-
partment said in a statement.

“As mayor of Glendale, I’'m very
disturbed and upset that speech incit-
ing violence against Armenians has
visited our city by way of individuals
vandalizing our city with hate-filled
flyers,” Mayor Ardy Kassakhian said
in a statement. “Our police are taking
this issue seriously and will be investi-
gating this as a hate crime. I speak for
our residents and our council when I
say that Glendale is not a place for hate
speech against Armenians or any other
group.

The flyer read “NEVER AGAIN
does not apply to GOYIM (Armenia)
Israel FULLY SUPPORTS our Azeri-
Turk Brothers to complete Armenian
Genocide.”

Police are canvassing the area
and looking at surveillance video to see

‘NEVER AGAIN

DOESNOT ArPLY TO
GOYIM (Armenia phup)

¥ Israel zx

FULLY SUPPORTS
our Azeri-Turk Brothers

to Complete

Armenian Genocide”
__ —Rabbi {

g

-~
—
S . e e

who is responsible.

“So far we do have a surveillance
footage of a subject, unfortunately
unidentifiable, but he is dressed in all
black, carrying a satchel with what
appears to be more flyers in his satchel,”
said police captain Robert William.
Police said they found at least 11 flyers
posted throughout the city Friday
morning.

Similar anti-Armenian flyers were
posted in Beverly Hills in January.

Armenian Genocide
Committee Condemns
Anti-Armenian Hate Incident

-Representatives of the Arme-
nian Genocide Committee have learned
that in the early morning hours of

Continued on page3
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Armenia and Greece Sign
New Military Cooperation Plan

ATHENS — Armenia and
Greece have signed a new military
cooperation program, the Embassy
of Armenia in Greece said in a state-
ment.

The 2023 Armenia-Greece Mili-
tary Cooperation Program was signed
on March 28 by Levon Ayvazyan,
the Director of the Department of
Defense Policy and International
Cooperation at the Ministry of De-
fense of Armenia and Vasilios Tsami,
Director of the Directorate of Inter-
national Relations of the Hellenic
National Defence General Staff.

The program for 2023 includes
21 activities, of which 15 will take
place in Greece and 6 in Armenia,
and concern:

-Joint training of Special Forces
— Special Operations Forces.

-Co-training on Electronic War-

-Participation in the Multina-
tional Training Centre for Peace Sup-
port Operations.

-Exchange of experiences and
lessons in Air Defence Systems.

-Staff exchange and visits to
schools and multinational schools,
as well as seminars.

-Staff meetings and talks on
matters of mutual interest, with spe-
cial emphasis on the field of Military
Intelligence.

The signing of the Program con-
firms the strong military ties of the
two countries and further strengthens
the operational capabilities and the
level of interoperability of their Armed
Forces, contributing to the strength-
ening of the role played by Greece and
Armenia in ensuring stability and se-
curity in the wider region.

Armenia Sees no Need to Quickly Ratify
Rome Statute

YEREVAN -- The President of
the National Assembly of Armenia,
Alen Simonyan, believes that Arme-
nia does not need to quickly ratify
the Rome Statute.

Simonyan emphasized that they
have not held any discussion on the
issue of ratifying the Rome Statute
in the parliament, but he expressed
his subjective opinion that Armenia
does not need to rush in this matter.

Simonyan reminded that the
government discussed the compat-
ibility of the Rome Statute with the
Constitution of Armenia and sent it
to the Constitutional Court for a
conclusion at the end of 2022. "We
have cases of crimes against hu-
manity committed during the Arme-
nian Genocide and Karabakh wars,
and it is a necessary tool for Arme-
nia. But we have always behaved as
an ally, and we have not taken any
special steps against Russia," said
Simonyan, referring to the discus-
sions on Armenia's possible ratifi-
cation of the Rome Statute in the
context of the International Crimi-
nal Court issuing an arrest warrant
for Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

In this context, he described
the discussions about Armenia ar-
resting Vladimir Putin as absurd.
"But different countries around the
world... it's not so that Armenia
itself should take that burden and go

and deal with it. It is absurd, we
have always behaved like an ally and
have been correct in our relations,
which allows us today to criticize
some of Russia's actions, which are
at least incomprehensible to us. We
have always behaved as the right ally
and we have been honest with all our
partners. There is no need to enter
into any political context," said
Simonyan.

He added that the Russian offi-
cials, with whom he is in contact,
did not even raise this issue, stress-
ing that it is not appropriate to raise
such an issue in the case of Armenia,
because Armenia has always behaved
decently, honestly and in the spirit
ofallied relations with the CSTO and
all other international partners, at
the same time not subordinating its
interests to any other interests.

Answering the question of there
are risks in quickly ratifying the
Rome Statute, Alen Sinonyan an-
swered, "It is a negative step to-
wards Russia, the meaning and use-
fulness of which I do not under-
stand. There are many countries that
have ratified it, and Armenia should
not be a pioneer in this matter. Yes,
we are dissatisfied with the reac-
tions and actions of Russia, and we
have many issues that we need to
discuss, but at the same time, in my
subjective opinion, I do not consider
it right to take such a step today."

APRIL 8, 2023

Assaulting Pro-Government Lawmaker

YEREVAN — Opposition
Hayastan alliance member of Armenia’s
parliament Mher Sahakyan was ar-
rested on Friday after assaulting pro-
government lawmaker Vladimir
Vartanyan, the chairman of the parlia-
ment committee on legal affairs, dur-
ing a session of the panel held behind
the closed doors.

Eyewitnesses said that Sahakyan,
a member of ARF party, punched
Vartanyan following a shouting match
between them and other opposition
lawmakers.

Vartanyan, who represents the
ruling Civil Contract party, suffered an
injury to his left eyebrow and was
treated in hospital following the inci-
dent.

Meanwhile, other senior pro-gov-
ernment lawmakers called the police.
Parliament speaker Alen Simonyan
could be seen giving instructions to
police officers and security guards in
the parliament lobby before they
dragged away Sahakyan to a police
station in Yerevan.

Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee said later in the day that Sahakyan
was placed under arrest on suspicion
of “hooliganism.” The law-enforce-
ment agency did not clarify whether it
will bring relevant charges against him.

Armenian law gives it three days
to decide whether to indict the 35-
year-old oppositionist and ask the Na-
tional Assembly to lift his immunity
from prosecution.

Vladimir Vardanyan presented
details of the incident in a briefing with
journalists.

“The session of the committee
was proceeding normally, at one point
the process of discussion was dis-
turbed, the MPs started talking quite
loudly and I tried to urge Artsvik
Minasyan and the rest of the MPs to
return to the substantial discussion.
After that, in response to my legitimate
demand, MP Mher Sahakyan said that
I cannot raise my voice against them,
and I said that I was conducting the

session and continue to conduct it. He
approached me (we were already
standing) and attacked me without
saying anything, hit me and ran away,”
said Vardanyan.

The Chairman of the National
Assembly’s Standing Committee on
State-Legal Affairs emphasized thathe
did not take any actions against MP
Mher Sahakyan and remained in the
place where he was standing.

“All those who know me will
prove that in the 7th and 8th convoca-
tions of the National Assembly I was
always the person who tried to lead
difficult situations to a compromise
solution. If the normal course of the
session was disturbed, we interrupted
the session or tried to find solutions.
This time the incident lasted for aminute
and, in fact, [ performed my legitimate
functions. I have not taken any mea-
sures against MP Mher Sahakyan and |
couldnot. “Mher Sahakyan approached
me and hit me without saying any-
thing,” Vardanyan said.

According to Mher Sahakyan, as a
result of the blow, a rather significant
cut occurred in the eyebrow area.
Vardanyan does not rule out that the
blow was made with some kind of tool.

“It was quite a hard blow. I
haven’t passed the forensic examina-
tion yet, I will probably do it tomor-
row,” concluded Vardanyan.

Azerbaijan Violates Almost Every Clause
in the 2020 Trilateral Statement — FM

Azerbaijan is violating almost
every clause of the 9 November 2020
trilateral statement, Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said in
Bucharest after his meeting with For-
eign Minister Bogdan Aurescu.

Mirzoyan said that Armenia be-
lieves that its colleagues and the inter-
national community will play their role
by sending an international fact-find-
ing mission to Nagorno Karabakh and
Lachin Corridor.

“I presented to my colleague the
existential challenges and threats fac-
ing the Republic of Armenia and the
people of Nagorno Karabakh. Unfor-
tunately, the blockade of Lachin Cor-
ridor since December 2022, the ter-
ror, as well as Azerbaijan’s other
actions seek to force the Armenian
population of Nagorno Karabakh to
leave their homes. Azerbaijan’s re-
sponse to the international
community’s calls to address the is-
sue of the rights and security of the

people of Nagorno Karabakh has been
a coordinated policy of ethnic
cleansings,” Mirzoyan said.

“Theillegal blockade ofthe Lachin
Corridor isn’t the only explicit viola-
tion of the 9 November 2020 trilateral
statement. There’s almost not a single
clause in the statement that Azerbaijan
isn’t violating. Continually holding
Armenian prisoners of war hostage
and demanding an extraterritorial cor-
ridor through the sovereign territory
of Armenia, Azerbaijan is not ensuring
internally displaced persons and refu-
gees' return to Nagorno Karabakh and
adjacent regions under the supervision
of the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees.

FM Mirzoyan stressed that
Azerbaijan continues to spread hate
speech and belligerent rhetoric on the
highest levels, and regularly takes ag-
gressive actions and is occupying
around 150 square kilometers sover-
eign territory of Armenia.
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Armenia’s Hamlet Manukyan Wins
Two Gold Medals at Gymnastics
Junior World Championships
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Ambassador Varuzhan Nersesyan
Lectures on ‘Human Rights & Peace
in Mountainous Karabakh’
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ANTALYA, TURKEY — The
Armenian gymnastics team has exceled
at the World Youth Championship,
held in Antalya, Turkey, with several
impressive performances.

In the finals of the rings exer-
cise, 15-year old Hamlet Manukyan
earned a score of 13.633 points, se-
curing the first-place position. Erik
Baghdasaryan also performed well,
earning 13.400 points and finishing in
fourth place.

Manukyan had previously won
the world youth championship in the

pommel horse exercise, with a score
of 14.633 points. Mamikon
Khachatryan also had a strong show-
ing, earning 14.100 points and becom-
ing the vice-champion.

In the all-around competition,
Manukyan finished in 6th place while
Baghdasaryan finished in 12th place.
The Armenian national team placed 4th
in the team competition.

The Armenian team was com-
prised of Erik Baghdasaryan, Hamlet
Manukyan, MamikonKhachatryan,
Marieta Buchakhchyan.

Park in Israel Named After Charles Aznavour

A public park in the city of Petah
Tikva, Israel, was officially named
after Charles Aznavour on Sunday,
Chancellor of the Armenian Patriarch-
ate of Jerusalem Fr. Aghan Gogchian
informs.

The decision was unanimously
approved by the City Council of Petah
Tikva, headed by Mayor Rami
Greenberg.

Attending the ceremony were
representatives of the Armenian clergy,
Ambassador of the Republic of Arme-
nia to Israel, Arman Akobian.

The inscription on the plaque
reads: Singer, songwriter, actor, world-
known French crooner, who dedi-
cated his life to his homeland Armenia
and was bestowed the title of National
Hero. During WWII, the Aznavour

Charles Aznavour
2018-1924
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family saved dozens of Jewish families
from extermination.
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LONDON — On March 29
Armenia’s Ambassador to UK Varuzhan
Nersesyan was a keynote speaker at an
event titled ‘Human Rights & Peace in
Mountainous Karabakh’ alongside Dr.
Laurence Broers, the Caucasus
programme director of Conciliation
Resources. The event was organized
by the Human Rights Law Centre Stu-
dent Forum of Queen Mary University
of London

Ambassador Nersesyan pre-
sented a briefoverview of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. The Ambassador
underlined the drastic humanitarian
consequences of the blockade of the
Lachin corridor and the imperative for
strong international engagement to
ensure that the International Court of

Justice’s legally binding decision,
which ordered Azerbaijan to take all
necessary measures to ensure unim-
peded movement along the Lachin cor-
ridor, is implemented.

Ambassador Nersesyan also high-
lighted the ramifications of Azerbaijan’s
maximalist approach, emphasizing that
the Azerbaijani side is deliberately chal-
lenging efforts towards establishing
peace and stability in the region with
its rhetoric and continuous provoca-
tions.

The Ambassador also touched
upon Armenia’s reforms aimed at de-
mocratization and its commitment to
the protection of human rights.

The presentation was followed
by a lively Q&A session.

Anti-Armenian Hate Flyers

Continued frompage 1

March 31,2023, flyers containing very
disturbing language exclaiming that Is-
rael fully supports Azeris and Turks to
complete the Armenian Genocide were
posted in various locations throughout
the City of Glendale, California. The
Armenian Genocide Committee, an
assembly of the largest religious, po-
litical, professional and cultural orga-
nizations of the Armenian community,
emphatically condemns the hate speech
incident and calls for local, state and
federal officials to fully investigate and
bring to justice those that have done
this act of terror against the Armenian
community.

The Armenian Genocide Com-
mittee wishes to remind the public
that merely two months ago, similar
anti-Armenian hateful flyers were
posted throughout the City of
Beverly Hills. Unfortunately, the City
of Beverly Hills determined that the
flyers were protected speech and
could not be prosecuted as hate
speech. Mehran Khatchadorian,
chairperson of the Armenian Geno-
cide Committee stated “The Arme-
nian Genocide Committee expresses
deep concern and the utmost regret
that the omission to act on the part
of law enforcement authorities with
regard to the Beverly Hills hate
speech incident only emboldened
those who spew hate and try to
stoke fear among the Armenian com-
munity. Today, we saw in Glendale
the terrible consequences of the
above inaction.”

The flyer shamefully refers to a
“RABBI” as the author of the hateful
speech. We call on Jewish organiza-
tions to join us in condemning this
disgusting call to violence and despi-
cable attribution of it to a faith leader
of the Jewish religion.

Mr. Khatchadorian continued,
“The Armenian Community will not
be intimidated in any manner whatso-
ever by anyone who is the source of
such inhumane pronouncements. We
have stood up to the terror of those
who have sought the elimination of
the Armenian people for centuries.
We have survived! We will continue
our struggle against Armenophobia at
every turn.”

The Armenian Genocide Com-
mittee wishes to make clear that in
order to stop the escalation of these
anti-Armenian hateful acts it is im-
perative that those who are the source
of these civil rights violations be
found and brought to justice. The
United Nations Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of Geno-
cide, which is adopted by the United
States of America, makes it punish-
able as a crime for a private indi-
vidual to “direct and public incite-
ment to commit genocide.” (Article
III (c) of the Convention). Clearly,
the content of the speech contained
in the flyers by calling for the
completion of the Armenian Geno-
cide crosses the line and must be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of
the law.

Armenian Genocide Committee

Friday, March 31, 2023
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Times Square Commemoration of 108th
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

NEW YORK, NY — The 108th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
taking place in Times Square, New
York, on Sunday, April 23, 2023 at
1:30 pm, will feature headline speakers
David L. Phillips, Director of the Pro-
gram on Peace-building and Rights at
Columbia University’s Institute for the
Study of Human Rights and founder of
the Artsakh Atrocities Project — who
will be presented with the Knights and
Daughters of Vartan Humanitarian
Award — and Robert Avetisyan, Per-
manent Representative of the Republic
of Nagorno-Karabakh to the U.S.

Hosted by the Knights and Daugh-
ters of Vartan, the impactful event,
now in its 39th year, will feature re-
marks by elected officials and a musi-
cal interlude by Huyser Ensemble, ac-
companied by the Holy Martyrs Arme-
nian Day School and the Brooklyn
Armenian School.

In conjunction with the Times
Square Commemoration, the Knights
and Daughters of Vartan will sponsor
its annual global student essay contest
that gives Armenian youth the opportu-
nity to express their voices and con-
cerns regarding genocide awareness
and human rights. Winners will be an-
nounced at the Commemoration and
selections from each essay will be read.

The momentous Armenian Geno-
cide Commemoration will reinforce
the memory of the first genocide of the
20th century that claimed the lives of
1.5 million Armenian martyrs by the
Young Turk Party of the Ottoman
Empire. Thanks to the overwheming
support by Members of Congress, both
the U.S. House of Representatives and
Senate unequivocally stated U.S. affir-
mation of the Armenian Genocide in
2019, preceding President Joe Biden’s
acknowledgement on April 24, 2021.

The Armenian Diaspora will con-
tinue its vigorous efforts to remember,
to honor, and to educate the world
about this devastating chapter in world
history that continues to be denied
today by the Turkish government, and
will not rest until Turkey recognizes
the Armenian Genocide.

“Asthe next generation of Arme-
nian Americans, we strive to continue
bringing awareness to the Armenian
Genocide here in the U.S., while en-

AN
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suring the strength and vitality of the
Armenian people,” said Co-Chairs
Haig Gulian and Christopher Artun.
“We appreciate the ongoing support
from our diasporan communities to
hold our annual Armenian Genocide
Commemoration year after year in
such an influential location as Times
Square, in New York City. We look
forward to gathering together once
again to honor our ancestors and
utilize our collective efforts towards
global recognition.”

The annual Armenian Genocide
Commemoration in Times Square is
sponsored by the Knights of Vartan
and Daughters of Vartan, a national
fraternal organization, and co-spon-
sored by the Armenian General Be-
nevolent Union, Armenian Assembly
of America, Armenian National Com-
mittee of America, Armenian Demo-
cratic Liberal Party, Tekeyan Cultural
Association, Armenian Council of
America, Armenian Bar Association,
and the Armenian Missionary Associa-
tion of America; participating organi-
zations include the Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church, Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Church, Armenian Presbyterian
Church, Armenian Evangelical Union,
Armenian Catholic Eparchy, Armenian
Network of Greater New York,
Homenetmen Scouts of NY & NIJ,
Armenian Youth Federation, and na-
tional Armenian youth organizations.

The Armenian Radio Hour of New
Jersey and Knights of Vartan will
livestream the event.

Armenia Endorses Summit for Democracy

Continued from page 1

ous attacks against critical infrastruc-
ture across Ukraine with devastating
consequences for civilians, and ex-
press our grave concern at the high
number of civilian casualties, includ-
ing women and children, the number
of internally displaced persons and
refugees in need of humanitarian as-
sistance, and violations and abuses
committed against children. We are
deeply concerned by the adverse im-
pact of the war on global food secu-
rity, energy, nuclear security and safety
and the environment. We demand that
Russia immediately, completely, and
unconditionally withdraw all of its mili-
tary forces from the territory of Ukraine
within its internationally recognized

borders and call for a cessation of
hostilities. We also call for the parties
to the armed conflict to adhere to their
obligations under international law,
including international humanitarian
law. We call also for the complete
exchange of prisoners of war, the
release of all unlawfully detained per-
sons and the return of all internees and
of civilians forcibly transferred and
deported, including children. We
strongly support accountability for the
most serious crimes under interna-
tional law committed on the territory
of Ukraine through appropriate, fair
and independent investigations and
prosecutions at the national or interna-
tional level, and to ensure justice for all
victims and the prevention of future
crimes.”

APRIL 8, 2023

Raffi Joe Wartanian Named Glendale’s
First Poet Laureate

GLENDALE Raffi Joe
Wartanian is the City of Glendale’s
first Poet Laureate. The position serves
as an ambassador for Glendale’s rich
culture and diversity, promoting the
art of poetry. As Poet Laureate,
Wartanian will develop a project that
engages community members of all
ages in poetry writing, performance,
and poetry appreciation; write a poem
that celebrates Glendale’s rich cul-
ture and diversity; and read poetry
aloud at special events throughout the
City.

Following a grassroots call from
a citizen of Glendale, the request of
Mayor Ardy Kassakhian, and the ap-
proval of the City Council, Glendale
Library, Arts & Culture created the
City’s first Poet Laureate program and
requested applications from resident
poets. The selection panel was com-
prised of Arts & Culture Commis-
sioner Sevana Zadorian, Los Angeles
Poet Laureate Lynne Thompson, Poet
and Founder of The Los Angeles Press
Linda Ravenswood, and Poet and In-
structor at Glendale Community Col-
lege Julie Gamberg.

RaffiJoe Wartanian was selected
as Glendale’s first Poet Laureate in
recognition of his accomplishments
in poetry and his vision for the “Glen-
dale Poet Laureate as someone who
can utilize writing to promote self-
expression, find common ground
across communities, and foster soli-
darity that celebrates diversity while
embracing individuality.” His poems
have appeared in No Dear Magazine,
h-pem, Ararat Magazine, Armenian
Poetry Project, and The Armenian
Weekly and performed live with the
Asian American Writers’ Workshop,
and International Armenian Literary
Alliance. His essays have appeared in
The New York Times, Los Angeles

Review of Books, Outside Magazine,
Lapham’s Quarterly, The Baltimore
Sun, Miami Herald, and elsewhere.
His hybrid piece “A Letter to My
Great-Grandson” is forthcoming in
the anthology “We Are All Armenian:
Voices from the Diaspora” (Univer-
sity of Texas Press, March 2023).
Raffi currently teaches writing with
UCLA Writing Programs, and his
work has received grant and fellow-
ship support from the Fulbright Pro-
gram, Humanity in Action, and the
Eurasia Partnership Foundation. In
2017, Raffi collaborated with Abril
Books, the Lakota People’s Law
Project, and In His Shoes to launch
Days of Solidarity: Celebrating Arme-
nian and Native American Survival, a
multi-day performance and workshop
thatunited Armenians and indigenous
American tribes in Glendale. Raffi
currently serves on the advisory board
of'the International Armenian Literary
Alliance and advises the Tumanyan
International Storytelling Festival.

“We are thrilled to have RaffiJoe
Wartanian serve as our City’s first
Poet Laureate,” said Mayor Ardy
Kassakhian.

If Azerbaijan Doesn’t Attack Armenia

Continued frompage 1

and slanderous statements made by
the Armenian side.”

The Armenian government did
not immediately comment. It has re-
peatedly claimed in recent weeks that
Baku is planning a “new military ag-
gression” against Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The European Union launched
the EU civilian mission in Armenia (EU
Mission in Armenia/ EUMA) on Feb-
ruary 20 under the Common Security

and Defense Policy (CSDP).

The EUMA was formally es-
tablished by a Council Decision on
23 January 2023. Through its de-
ployment on the Armenian side of
the Armenia-Azerbaijan border, the
objectives are to contribute to sta-
bility in the border areas of Arme-
nia, build confidence and human
security in conflict affected areas,
and ensure an environment condu-
cive to the normalization efforts
between Armenia and Azerbaijan
supported by the EU.

UN Human Rights Experts Call on Azerbaijan

Continued frompage 1

ruptions of gas supply, which under-
mined the functioning of medical in-
stitutions. Educational institutions
have also been unable to operate and
had stopped their activities.

The Special Procedures Mandate
Holders expressed serious concern that
the prolonged blockade of the only
road connecting Nagorno-Karabakh to
the outside world can lead to dire
humanitarian consequences on the

population and violate their rights.

The communication was dis-
patched by the UN Special Rapporteur
on the right to food; the Special Rap-
porteur on the rights of persons with
disabilities; the Special Rapporteur on
theright to education; the Special Rap-
porteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of physical and mental health;
and the Independent Expert on the
enjoyment of all human rights by older
persons.
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