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CELEBRATION

For Resevation Please Contact

Karine (818) 324-0574
Knar (626) 491-7899

Y% Homenmen Ladies Auxiliary
Presents

IMother's D

|| GAMES || DANCE PARTY ||

JAAAAAN RESTAURANT
145 N. ARTSAKH AVE., GLENDALE, CA 91206

Donation $100
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COMMUNITY
WIDE
PUBLIC EVENT

JOIN US ON MONDAY

APRIL 24,4:30 PM

GLENDALE CITY HALL

613 EAST BROADWAY, GLENDALE, CA

THURSDAY, APRIL20,2:30-8:80 PM AGC BLOOD DRIVE
AEBU HALL, 1060 NORTH ALLEN AVE, PASADENA, CA

MONDAY,APRIL24,7:30 PM CITY OF GLENDALE COMMEMORATION

ALEXTHEATER, 216 NORTH BRAND BLVD., GLENDALE, CA

MONDAY, APRIL 24, 8:00 PM APRIL 24 GENOCIDE TV PROGRAM

TO WATCH LOG ON TO WWW.APRIL24.TV
ALSO WATCH ON SUNDAY & MONDAY ON HORIZON | US ARMENIA | ARTN | AABC | AMGA

ARMENIAN
2" GENOCIDE
S COMMITTEE
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Peace is Possible if Azerbaijan Recognizes
Entire Territory of Armenian as 29,800 Square
Kilometers - PM Pashinyan

YEREVAN -- “The peace treaty
between Armenia and Azerbaijan will
become realistic if the two countries
recognize clearly, without ambiguities
and pitfalls, each other's territorial in-
tegrity and undertake not to ever sub-
mit territorial claims to each other,”
PM Nikol Pashinian told the Armenian
parliament on Tuesday.

“l now want to reaffirm that
Armenia fully recognizes the territorial
integrity of Azerbaijan and we expect
Azerbaijan to do the same by recogniz-
ing the entire territory of the Armenian
as 29,800 square kilometers, more
specifically the territory of the Arme-
nian SSR, where we gained indepen-
dence in 1991. ,” he said.

He again called for the develop-
ment of international mechanisms guar-
anteeing the implementation of a pos-
sible peace treaty between Armenia
and Azerbaijan.

Without such mechanisms, anew
war or escalation could happen even a

day after signing the treaty, Pashinyan
warned.

“But it is here that we reach the
biggest and most difficult problem,
Nagorno Karabakh. And there is a
nuance, which has been highly urgent
during the past sixteen years, but we
haven’t addressed it. The problem is
that usually we address and have ad-
dressed the future of Nagorno
Karabakh, but it is important to ad-
dress the issue of Nagorno Karabakh’s
situation at any moment during the
existence of the conflict,” Pashinyan
said. He said he attempted to do this
several times during the past five years,
but regrettably the issue transforms
into a dispute between the opposition
and the government, which is also
normal.

“During the entire course of the
Nagorno Karabakh conflict, the prin-
ciples of territorial integrity and self-

Continued onpage3

Pashinyan, U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State Discuss Karabakh Conflict,
Normalization with Azerbaijan
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YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan has held a meeting
with U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State Erika Olson.

The Armenian Prime Minister
“attached importance to the consistent
development of close cooperation with
the United States and the continuous
advancement of the Armenian-Ameri-
can Strategic Dialogue agenda,” the
Prime Minister’s Office said in a read-
out.

PM Nikol Pashinyan highly ap-
preciated the United States
government’s support to the imple-
mentation of democratic reforms in
Armenia and added that the implemen-
tation of this agenda is a strategy and
priority for the Armenian government.

At the same time, PM Pashinyan
attached importance to the United
States’ efforts for establishing stabil-

ity and peace in the region.

In turn, Olson said that the United
States will continue effective coopera-
tion in the direction of the effective
implementation of democratic reforms
in Armenia and stated that the United
States government attaches high im-
portance to the continuous develop-
ment of relations with Armenia, in-
cluding in the economy.

Pashinyan and Olson also dis-
cussed issues relating to the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict, the development of
an international mechanism for dia-
logue between Stepanakert and Baku,
the humanitarian crisis in Nagorno
Karabakh resulting from the illegal
blockade of the Lachin Corridor by
Azerbaijan, the normalization of rela-
tions between Armenia and Azerbaijan
and unblocking of regional transport
infrastructures.

Armenia Condemns Aliyev's Hate Speech

YEREVAN --The Armenian gov-
ernment condemned Azerbaijan’s
President [lham Aliyev on Wednesday
foragain telling Nagorno-Karabakh Ar-
menians to accept Azerbaijani rule or
leave the region.

Intelevised remarks aired on Tues-
day, Aliyev reiterated that Baku will not
hold any internationally mediated talks
with the Karabakh Armenians. “The sepa-
ratists must realize that they have two
options: either they will live under
Azerbaijani rule or leave,” he said.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said the hate speech highlights Aliyev’s
“intention to subject Nagorno-
Karabakh’s population to ethnic cleans-
ing.” It accused him of breaking a
pledge to agree to an “international
mechanism foraddressing the Nagorno-
Karabakh people’s rights and security
guarantees.”

"With his statements, Ilham
Aliyev demonstrates open contempt
for various international partners, in
whose presence and through whose
mediation Azerbaijan has recognized
the territorial integrity of Armenia and
assumed clear obligations, including
the delimitation of the borders be-
tween the Republic of Armenia and the
Republic of Azerbaijan on the basis of
the Almaty Declaration, and the cre-
ation of an international mechanism
for ensuring the rights and security
guarantees of the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh," the statement says.

“Instead of looking for sustain-
able and lasting solutions to problems
that have accumulated in the region for
years, Azerbaijan is trying to advance

its maximalist ambitions through the
use of force and threats of force,” the
ministry said in a statement.

"By his statement the President
of Azerbaijan openly acknowledges
the planned aggression against and
occupation of the sovereign territories
of the Republic of Armenia and also
discloses his intention to subject the
population of Nagorno-Karabakh to
ethnic cleansing. The President of
Azerbaijan, under whose leadership
Azerbaijan has seen gross and flagrant
institutional violations of human rights,
openly voices ontological threats to
the peaceful population of Nagorno
Karabakh living in their homeland",
The statement read.

"The hate speeches against the
Armenian people made by the
Azerbaijani leadership are obviously
aimed at deepening the intolerance
and hatred towards the Armenian
people propagated by the Azerbaijani
public for decades, which also results
in war crimes committed by the
Azerbaijani armed forces, extrajudicial
killings of prisoners of war and civilian
hostages on ethnic grounds, their video
recording and distribution by their per-
petrators as an object of pride".

"The statements made by the po-
litical leadership of Azerbaijan were
also the inspiration for the fact that a
few days ago an Azerbaijani soldier
illegally entered the territory of Arme-
nia, deliberately and brutally killed an
Armenian citizen and tried to inform
the Azerbaijani side about this, as well
as about the intention of killing many
Armenian civilians.

France Demands Azeri Withdrawal
from Armenian Territory

PARIS -- France accused
Azerbaijan of occupying Armenia’s
sovereign territory when it reacted late
on Wednesday to the latest deadly
clash on the border between the two
South Caucasus states.

It said the fighting, which left at
least seven soldiers from both sides
dead, broke out Tuesday in Armenian
territory near Tegh, a border village in
Armenia’s Syunik province.

“We reiterate that the delineation
of the border must be achieved exclu-
sively through negotiations, and we
urge the Parties to continue their efforts
to that end,” read a statement released
by the French Foreign Ministry.

“Armenia’s territorial integrity
must be respected and Azerbaijani
forces occupying positions on the Ar-
menian side of the line of contact must
withdraw in order to prevent future
incidents and preserve the foundations
ofalasting peace in the region,” it said.

The Foreign Ministry noted that
France fully supports the actions of
the EUMA observation mission de-
ployed on the Armenian side of the
border, to which the French side con-
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tributes and which plays a central role
in helping to reduce tension.

"It (the mission) will continue to
work together with the European Union
in favor of the observance of the
ceasefire, dialogue and the continua-
tion of negotiations between Armenia
and Azerbaijan," the French Foreign
Ministry said.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
called the French statement as“one-
sided” and presented is as another
example of France’s “biased attitude”
towards Azerbaijan.
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Mining Operations Suspended at Sotk Gold

Mine After Another Azerbaijani Shelling

VARDENIS — Armenia’s larg-
est gold mine was unable to restart
production operations for the third
consecutive day on Monday due to as
cross-border fire from nearby
Azerbaijani army positions.

The Sotk mine employing more
than 700 people is located right on the
volatile border with Azerbaijan.

“The mine’s operations were
halted on Saturday morning and have
still not been relaunched due to pe-
riodical gunfire,” said Ruzanna
Grigoryan, a spokeswoman for
the Russian-owned company
GeoProMining Gold developing
the massive gold deposit.

Grigoryan said that 300 workers
making up the company’s day shift
were evacuated on Monday morning
after again coming under fire.

“As soon as the day shift tried to
get to work this morning, yesterday
morning and Saturday morning gun-

shots resumed and we had to evacuate
the workers for security consider-
ations,” she told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service.

“We gathered to go to work to-
day but they didn’t let us,” said one of
the workers. “As soon as there is
movement at the mine and it’s about to
work they open fire.”

The Armenian Defense Ministry
accused Azerbaijani forces of opening
fire late on Sunday at its troops de-
ployed near the Sotk mine. None of
them was hurt, it said, adding that the
situation there was “relatively stable”
the following morning.

Mining operations at Sotk were
brought to a halt three days after at
least three Azerbaijani and four Arme-
nian soldiers were killed in fighting at
another section of the heavily milita-
rized border. No further major skir-
mishes have been reported from that
section since then.

Two Azerbaijani Servicemen Charged for
Illegally Crossing of Armenian Border

YEREVAN — &
Two Azerbaijani sol-
diers, who crossed into
Armenia earlier this [}
month have been ar-
rested and formally
charged with illegal
crossing of Armenian |
border, illegal transpor-
tation of weapons |
across Armenian bor- |
der, as well as with ille-
gal storage and trans-
portation of weapons
and ammunition.

The Azerbaijani
soldiers were appre-
hended by Armenian civilians and
handed over to law-enforcement au-
thorities.

Armenian prosecutors have initi-
ated public criminal prosecution against
both, the press service of the Arme-
nian Prosecutor General’s Office re-
ported.

One of the Azerbaijanis is identi-
fied as Agshin Babirov and the second
as Hussein Akhundov. The decision to
place them under arrest was made by
a first instance criminal court in
Yerevan.

On April 10, the Armenian De-
fense Ministry reported the detention
of an Azerbaijani soldier on Armenian
territory. The second Azerbaijani was
detained three days later. They are

believed to have crossed into Armenia
from Azerbaijani exclave Nakhijevan.

The Armenian parliament speaker
Alen Simonyan said last week that the
second Azerbaijani is suspected of
murdering a security guard working
for a Syunik-based mining company.

The second Azerbaijani was de-
tained by a group of young men nor far
from the town of Kapan. According to
one of them, quoted by Armenian news
outlets, the Azerbaijani soldier pos-
sessed the murdered guard’s mobile
phone.

Later a video was circulated on
Instagram in which the Azerbaijani
bragged about killing Armenians and
saying at the same time that “we are
not traitors of our fatherland.”
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Mirzoyan Presents to Lavrov Details of
Azerbaijani Provocation in Tegh Village

Hi

SAMARKAND -- Foreign Minis-
ter Ararat Mirzoyan and his Russian
counterpart Sergei Lavrov discussed
bilateral ties and the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict when they met on Friday for
the third time in just over a month.

The talks took place in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan on the side-
lines of a regular meeting of the top
diplomats of ex-Soviet republics
making up the Commonwealth of
Independent States.

According to the Russian For-
eign Ministry, Lavrov again called for
“intensifying efforts on all tracks of
the Armenian-Azerbaijani normaliza-
tion in accordance with the 2020-2022
agreements between the leaders of
Russia, Armenia and Azerbaijan.”

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said Mirzoyan again raised the issue
with Lavrov and “emphasized the need
to lift the blockade of the Lachin cor-
ridor.”

Mirzoyan also briefed Lavrov on
Tuesday’s fighting on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border which left at least
seven soldiers from both sides dead.
He described the deadly clash as “yet
another manifestation of Azerbaijan’s
aggressive policy.”

Speaking during CIS Foreign
Ministers meeting, Mirzoyan said
Azerbaijan’s actions contradict the

statements made as a result of the
Prague and Sochi meetings.

“The efforts of the Armenian
side aimed at stabilizing the situation
and establishing a long-term peace face
the continuing aggressive rhetoric of
official Baku and military aggression,
one of the regular manifestations of
which was the provocation carried out
on April 11 in the area of the village of
Tegh in Syunik region,” the Foreign
Minister said.

Referring to Azerbaijan’s four-
month-long illegal blocking of the
Lachin Corridor, he emphasized that
Armenia expects active steps from all
parties involved towards the steady
implementation of the undertaken ob-
ligations, as well as the February 22
decision of the International Court of
Justice, the restoration of movement
through the Lachin Corridor, in strict
compliance with the November 9,2020
statement.

Turning to the violations of the
other provisions of the tripartite decla-
ration, he pointed out that, contrary to
numerous calls of the international com-
munity and reputable human rights
organizations, Azerbaijan continues to
illegally hold Armenian prisoners of
war and civilians hostage, conducting
mock trials and subjecting them to
inhumane treatment.

Lord David Alton Pressing UK Leadership on
Breaking Azerbaijan’s Blockade of Artsakh

Lord David Alton has pressed UK
Minister of State Foreign Common-
wealth & Development Affairs Tariq
Ahmad about continued closure of
Lachin Corridor, the only land link
between the Republic of Artsakh and
Armenia and essential for delivery of
food, fuel, medicine and necessities.

“on visiting Nagorno-Karabakh,
I was struck that there is one land
corridor that links it to Armenia, the
Lachin corridor, which has been block-
aded since last December. Has the
Minister had a chance to read the
report of the five United Nations spe-
cial rapporteurs, which was issued
earlier this month, calling for urgent
action to be taken for the reopening of
that corridor so that food, fuel, medi-
cine and basic necessities can reach
the 120,000 people now blockaded
inside Nagorno-Karabakh?”” Lord Alton
asked the Minister.

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon said
“the United Kingdom has repeatedly
called for open access, particularly for

humanitarian support.”

“Recently, there have been re-
ports of people who have left the area
not being able to access it and return
home. Through representations and
engagement through the OSCE and the
United Nations—including at the
UNSC—we continue to work with key
partners to ensure that that important
corridor is opened, particularly for
humanitarian support,” he added.



3

Massis Weekly

IMF Expects Economic Growth in Armenia
to Reach 5.5 Percent in 2023

During March 9-21,2023, ateam
of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), led by Iva Petrova, conducted
discussions for the first review of
Armenia’s economic reform program
supported by the IMF. A Stand-By
Arrangement (SBA) was approved by
the IMF’s Executive Board on Decem-
ber 12,2022. At the conclusion of the
discussions, Ms. Petrova issued the
following statement:

“The IMF team has reached a
staff-level agreement with the Arme-
nian authorities for the conclusion of
the first review of the economic re-
form program supported by a three-
year Stand-By Arrangement. The agree-
ment is subject to approval by the
IMF’s Executive Board, which is
scheduled to consider this review in
mid-June, and following the imple-
mentation of a prior action on clarify-
ing the mandate, transparency, report-
ing, and viability requirements of the

Armenian National Interest Fund. While
about $24.8 million (SDR 18.4 million)
would become available after the Board
meeting, the authorities plan to con-
tinue treating the IMF-supported pro-
gram as precautionary.

“The Armenian economy posted
12.6 percent GDP growth in 2022, and
economic activity has maintained
strong momentum in early 2023. Relo-
cations of about 2,600 companies,
6000 individual entrepreneurs,and 113
thousand non-residents to Armenia
since March 2022-- have contributed
substantially to this remarkable GDP
growth. Annual CPI inflation declined
to 5.4 percent in March 2023 (y-o-y)
from a peak of 10.3 percent in June
2022. The headline fiscal deficit nar-
rowed to 2.1 percent of GDP, and
central government debt declined to
46.7 percent of GDP in 2022. The
external position strengthened, largely
owing to booming services trade. The

Former Armenian PM Hovik Abrahamyan
Accused of Large Scale Money Laundering

Former Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Hovik Abrahamyan has been ac-
cused of money laundering on a par-
ticularly large scale, abuse of power
and illegal entrepreneurship, the Gen-
eral Prosecutor's Office reported.

Abrahamyan held a variety of
positions from 1995 to 2016, serving
as MP, mayor of Artashat, governor of
Ararat province, Minister of Territo-
rial Administration, Deputy Prime Min-
ister, Head of President's Administra-
tion, Speaker of the Parliament and
Prime Minister.

According to prosecutors, from
2008 to 2015 Abrahamyan was illegally
involved inthe management of Avazaatik
construction sand mining company and
received 230.4 mIn drams of income.
Earlier he had used his official position to
grab 60% of the company.

The General Prosecutor's Office
said to legalize the illegal income
Abrahamyan bought real estate. A
criminal case has been filed, it said.

In March 2023, the Office of
Prosecutor General filed a lawsuit
with the Anti-Corruption Court de-
manding that a string of assets be
seized from Hovik Abrahamyan, his
wife, son, daughter and others related
persons.

Under a law enacted by the Ar-
menian government in 2020 prosecu-
tors can seek asset forfeiture in case of

having “sufficient grounds to suspect”
that the market value of an individual’s
properties exceeds their “legal income”
by atleast 50 million drams ($100,000).

The assets to be seized from
Abrahamyan and his family members
include fifty-nine properties, 15 of
them in downtown Yerevan, 4 ve-
hicles, shares in 20 companies, the
market value of 9 real estate proper-
ties, which he had sold at a signifi-
cantly lower price of 1.6 billion.

The list also includes right of
claim arising from loans provided to
companies in the amount of $11.3
million, 687.5 million drams, 3.2 mil-
lion euros and also 21.2 billion drams
of illegal income.($1 - 387.94 AMD).

CBA’s international reserves increased
by $870 million in 2022 and the dram
appreciated by about 25 percent against
the US dollar. The banking system has
remained well capitalized and highly lig-
uid and has delivered significant profits.

“Growth is expected to moderate
but remain robust at about 5.5 percent
in 2023, driven by consumption and
investment. Inflation is projected to
ease further by end-2023 due to the
lagged effects of monetary policy tight-
ening and dram appreciation, and lower
imported food and energy prices. How-
ever, risks to the outlook remain ex-
ceptionally high amid a challenging
external environment. Potential slow-
down in the global economy, tighter
financial conditions, and lower trade
and capital inflows could weigh on
growth. On the upside, continued capi-
tal and migrant inflows may keep de-
mand and inflationary pressures high.
Steadfast implementation of the
government’s ambitious 2021-26 re-
form agenda could result in stronger
medium-term growth.

“Given a highly uncertain out-
look and overheating risks, the 2023
budget execution and 2024 budget plans
need to avoid creating excessive de-
mand pressures. The 2024-26 me-
dium-term expenditure framework
should strike a balance between pre-
serving macro-fiscal stability and sup-
porting Armenia’s development.
Higher planned spending in the 2021-
26 Government Program, such as
healthcare, wages, education, social
protection, and infrastructure require
careful prioritization. Efforts to im-
prove government spending efficiency,
enhance public financial manage-
ment—including through robust fiscal
risk management, transparency, and
governance—and ensure higher-qual-
ity public investment are welcome.
Eliminating inefficient tax expenditures
and strengthening revenue administra-
tion will be critical to creating needed
fiscal space for priority spending.

“Decisive and proactive monetary
policy implementation has been suc-
cessful in containing inflationary pres-
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sures, and further policy changes
should remain dependent on the evolu-
tion of inflation and inflation expecta-
tions. Efforts to foster capital market
development, deepen financial inclu-
sion, improve liquidity management,
and enhance the CBA’s communica-
tion strategy will further strengthen
the effectiveness of monetary policy.
Staff welcomes the CBA’s continued
commitment to maintaining healthy
reserve buffers and exchange rate flex-
ibility, which has helped the Armenian
economy absorb the ongoing external
shocks.

“Staff welcomes the Central Bank
of Armenia’s plans to strengthen risk-
based supervision, develop a bank reso-
lution framework aligned with interna-
tional standards, and incentivize banks
to improve their risk management pro-
cesses. Continued monitoring of fi-
nancial sector exposures and enhanc-
ing the macroprudential tools would
help stem risks associated with the
rapidrise in house prices and mortgage
lending. Limiting the use and generos-
ity of the mortgage interest tax credit
would go along way in further mitigat-
ing housing market risks.

“The government’s structural
reform agenda appropriately focuses
on fostering inclusive growth, includ-
ing by improving the business environ-
ment, raising productivity, reducing
unemployment and poverty, and ad-
dressing the risks associated with cli-
mate change. Achieving these objec-
tives requires developing stronger trade
links, building infrastructure to sup-
port connectivity; improving trans-
portation, land, and water manage-
ment and encouraging green energy
generation; fostering access to finan-
cial services and labor force participa-
tion; completing governance reforms,
and reducing informality. Advancing
digitalization should spearhead public
administration reforms and improve
public service quality and delivery.

“The IMF team thanks the Arme-
nian authorities, private sector, and
development partners for fruitful dis-
cussions and cooperation.”

Peace is Possible if Azerbaijan Recognizes

Continued from page 1

determination were placed side by side.
This actually recorded realities which
we cannot admit, but regardless of
admitting or not, they exist. In this
context, the right to self-determination
means that you, as a beneficiary of the
right to self-determination, are raising
the issue of revising your, so to say,
nominal A status. Theoretically this
could mean to revise the A status and
make it a B status, or revise it and not
change it, or revise it and make it A+1
or A-1 status,” Pashinyan said. But
without noting the A status, with this
logic there can’t be any talk about any
future status, meaning the self-deter-
mination.

“If you raise the issue of self-
determination it means you are part of
something. If you are a part of some-
thing, you’ve either already self-deter-
mined or don’t have the need to self-
determination. Now, with our own
hands, during the time known to you,
we have created this negotiations, po-
litical, geopolitical reality, cemented it,

but after that we’ve said we want a B
status for Nagorno Karabakh, but we’ve
never publicly accepted the A status.
We’ve lied to ourselves with this, the
people of Armenia, the people of
Nagorno Karabakh,” Pashinyan said,
adding that there won’t be peace until
they face this fact. Pashinyan said he
considers his political commitment to
be peace. In this context, Pashinyan
attached high importance to the devel-
opment of an international mechanism
for dialogue between Baku and
Stepanakert to ensure the implementa-
tion of the rights and security agenda of
the Armenians of Nagorno Karabakh.

“Itis highly important that interna-
tional mechanisms guaranteeing the pos-
sible peace treaty implementation get
developed, otherwise war or new esca-
lation could erupt the next day of the
signing of the treaty,” Pashinyan said.

He also highlighted the opening
of economic and transport connec-
tions, noting that as stipulated by the 9
November statement, the roads must
be reopened under the sovereignty and
legislation of the parties.
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St. Lawrence University Choir Performs
Armenian Folk Songs During Spring Tour
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Arsen Danielian Awarded Order of Knight
Commander by Pope Francis

During their annual tour in March
of'this year, St. Lawrence University’s
Laurentian choir held classical musical
performances throughout the east
coast, adding Armenian music, for the
first time in 77 years, to their reper-
toire, thanks to choir member Karni
Keushgerian who wanted the choir’s
music to reflect its diverse members.

“Most of the music that we do is
Western Classical, specifically, renais-
sance music. The choir’s repertoire is
not diverse and does not equally im-
pact students with different identities.
I wanted to teach and sing music that
was a bit more personal to me to share
what diversity within music can look
like,” said Keushgerian.

The choir members dived deep
into learning and performing two Ar-
menian folk songs, “Hey Jan Ghapama”
and “Chem Gerna Khagha” led by
Keushgerian, who hails from Beirut,
Lebanon and is the only Armenian
student in the Laurentian choir.

Keushgerian admits that although
as a group, learning how to pronounce
and perform the songs was a tough
task, it did not take away from any of
the fun of learning about Armenian
culture. “Classical music, often fo-
cused on Western culture, takes a
pause when thinking about folk music
and oral musical tradition primarily
from non-Western cultures,” said
Keushgerian. “This questions the hier-
archy existing within the musical world.
The group considered this as some-
thing to explore as they learned more
and more about the Armenian songs
they were performing,” she added.

For choir director Barry Torres,
it was his first time experiencing Ar-
menian music throughout his 25 years
at the university. “It’s always a great
joy to explore new cultures and present
musical expressions of that culture in
concert,” said Torres. “It is especially
meaningful when the culture is pre-
sented to us by a member of that
culture. Karni Keushgerian has shared
two songs of her native language,
Western Armenian, in a very direct
way. Her singing of these songs with
all the nuance of style was infectious
and the Singers naturally picked it up.
The extraordinary asymmetrical
rhythms and melodies were very at-
tractive and inspiring to the Singers.
Their joy in singing this music was
plain to see,” Torres added.

Keushgerian Dbelieves the
Laurentian Singers shared Armenian
music with people who had never
been exposed to it and states that the

response from the audience was over-
whelmingly positive and they were
thankful for the unique experience.

“The Laurentian Singers were
able to share Armenian music to people
who had never encountered the sounds
of the drums played during ‘Ghapama’
or the beautiful musical and bodily
expressions when singing ‘Chem Gerna
Khagha.” The response from the audi-
ence was incredible. As they say, it
only takes one Armenian to beautifully
share Armenian culture, everywhere,”
she said proudly.

“I chose ‘Chem Gerna’ because
it lyrically and melodically represents
the resiliency of the Armenian people
through its message. The repetition of
the words as well the variation of the
melody allowed an interesting juxtapo-
sition between musical sameness and
musical diversity. Also, its short verses
allowed non-Armenians in the group to
become soloists and learn the lyrics,
which was very engaging,” added
Keushgerian.

“On the other hand, I chose
‘Ghapama’ because of how fun it is
and because of its popularity. If there
were to be an Armenian in the crowd,
they would immediately sing along
with the choir. It’s a very fun song to
learn and perform!” she continued.

Some soloists who volunteered
to sing verses from “Chem Gerna
Khagha” included Chantel McCarthy
and Macie Cunningham. “I thought
that the songs were really fun and
enriching to learn. Overall there were
some word sounds I had trouble with
but after the repetition they got easier
to pronounce. [ was just super happy
to be introduced to the culture by a
friend of mine,” said McCarthy.

Similarly, Cunningham resonated
with the music for reasons related to
community and the importance of it in
the lives of Armenians around the
world. She described her experience
by admitting that she had never heard
Armenian music before and did not
know what to expect when she dis-
covered the choir was going to learn
two Armenian songs. “I was skeptical
at first because I didn’t know how
‘Chem Gerna’ would sound with so
many people singing at once, but I
really like the way it turned out! From
what I understood from the music,
Armenian people place an emphasis on
family and community, which I think
isimportant. ‘Ghapama’ resonated with
me for that reason,” she said.

In addition to being entertained,
Keushgerian wanted to create a social

Arsen Danielian, Esq., receives Medal of the Order of Saint Sylvester from His
Excellency the Most Rev. Bishop Mikael Mourdian, Bishop of the Armenian Catholic
Churchin the U.S. and Canada, assisted by the Very Rev. Father Parsegh Baghdasarian

GLENDALE — Arsen Danielian,
Glendale attorney and civic leader, has
been recognized by Pope Francis with
one of the most prestigious honors
bestowed by the Supreme Pontiff of
the Catholic Church — The Papal Order
of Knight Commander of Saint
Sylvester.

Sk 1.

Arsen Danielian, Esq., is joined by (from left) Father Levon Estefan, Hasmik

award, which is rooted in the history
ofthe Catholic Church,” Danielian said.
“I wish to express my gratitude to
Pope Francis for bestowing this honor
upon me.”

Born in Tehran, Iran, to an Ar-
menian family, Danielian immigrated
to the United States in 1979. He gradu-

Danielian, His Excellency the Most Rev. Bishop Mikael Mouradian, Bishop of the
Catholic Armenian Church in the U.S. and Canada, and the Very Rev. Fathers
Parsegh Baghdasarian and Armenak Bedrossian.

Danielian, a founder and senior
partner in the law firm of Danielian,
LeCroy & Kolanjian, was awarded the
Medal of the Order of Saint Sylvester
on April 10 at St. Gregory Armenian
Catholic Cathedral in Glendale. The
medal was presented by Eparchial
Bishop, His Excellency the Most Rev.
Mikael Mouradian.

Named for Pope Saint Sylvester I,
who served in the years 314-335 and
remembered for his leadership during a
critical period of the Church’s history, the
award symbolizes Danielian’s “achieve-
ment and commitment to making a posi-
tive impact in the world.” The knighthood
honors laypersons recognized for their
service to the Church and society.

“I am deeply honored and
-humbled by the significance of this

ated with a J.D. degree from the Uni-
versity of La Verne in 1984 and prac-
ticed law in the Los Angeles area be-
fore becoming one of the founders of
the firm Baker, Olson, LeCroy &
Danielian in 1991. He currently serves
on the Governing Board of Adventist
Health Glendale and is past chair of the
hospital’s Healthcare Foundation.

Danieclian and his wife, Hasmik,
retired superintendent of the Norwalk-
La Mirada Unified School District, re-
side in Glendale. They have two grown
children, Alfred Danielian, M.D., car-
diologist and director of Sports Cardi-
ology and Echocardiography at Las
Vegas Heart Associates, and Nyree
Kolanjian, Esq., a partner in the law
firm of Danielian, LeCroy & Kolanjian.
They have six grandchildren.

message for the audiences spanning
from New York to Massachusetts and
Connecticut to Vermont. “It’s impor-
tant for non-Armenians to be exposed
to Armenian culture for the same rea-
sons why any individual should be
exposed to cultures different than their
own. To experience an expansive
worldview, one must be able to strive
for diversity within their lives through

hearing the voices of people who are
willing to share their experiences. Spe-
cifically, in the case of Armenian cul-
ture, it is extremely important to raise
awareness about the culture to create
avenues to talk about Artsakh. With
each conversation about Armenian
culture, there is an opportunity to em-
power the voice of a person in Artsakh,
waiting to be heard,” she proclaimed.
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Candlelight Vigil
Commemorating The
Armenian Genocide Martyrs

SUNDAY APRIL 23, 2023

1:00 PM

1915 | 2023

#PREVENT
GENOCIDE

Honoring 1.0 Million Armenians

Murdered By

Ottoman Turkey In 1919
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PROGRAM

All eligible undergraduate
students of Armenian descent
are invited to apply.
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SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
Through June 30, 2023

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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