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Armenia Pays Tribute to the Victims of
Armenian Genocide

ARMENPRESS

HAYK MANUKYAN

YEREVAN— Armenia’s top lead-
ership, led by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, visited today morning the
Tsitsernakabert Genocide Memorial in
the capital Yerevan to pay tribute to the
victims of the Armenian Genocide.

The annual daylong procession
began with an official wreath-laying
ceremony at the hilltop memorial led
by Pashinyan, Parliament Speaker Alen
Simonyan and President Vahagn
Khachaturyan.

“On April 24, we commemorate
the 1.5 million victims of the Armenian
Genocide carried out by the Ottoman
Empire at the beginning of the 20th

century, and tens of thousands of
citizens will carry out a procession of
respect, remembrance and meditation
to the Tsitsernakaberd Memorial to-
day.

“The April 24 procession is per-
haps the most impactful occurrence
that has predetermined and is prede-
termining our reality, an exceptional
day to think about our history, past and
future,” Pashinyan said in a statement
released on the occasion.

He stressed that only a “devel-
oped and sovereign state” can ensure

Continued on page4

Azerbaijan Sets Up Checkpoint
Along Lachin Corridor in Violation of

2020 Ceasefire Agreement

.

YEREVAN — Azerbaijan on Sun-
day set up a checkpoint on the Lachin
corridor, only road connecting Nagorno
Karabakh republic with Armenia, in
violation of 2020 ceasefire agreement.

In a statement, Azerbaijan’s For-
eign Ministry cited “the continued sys-
tematic and large-scale misuse” of the
only overland route “for illicit pur-
poses by the Armenian side.”

“The said control mechanism
shall be implemented in interaction with
the Russian peacekeeping force,” the
statement added.

The Armenian side has, for its
part, accused Azerbaijan of seeking a
pretext for isolating Karabakh Arme-
nians.

Karabakh authorities accused
Baku of violating the terms of the
Moscow-brokered 2020 ceasefire
agreement under which the road pass-
ing through a five-kilometer-wide area
known of Lachin corridor should be
under the control of Russian peace-
keepers.

Continued on page 2

President Joe Biden's Annual
Armenian Remembrance Day Message

WASHINGTON, DC -- For the third time since his election as United
States president, Joe Biden has released an annual statement on Armenian
Remembrance Day released by the White House on April 24, paying tribute
to the memory of the Armenian genocide victims:

“Today, we pause to remember the lives lost during the Meds Yeghern—
the Armenian genocide— and renew our pledge to never forget.

“On April 24, 1915, Ottoman authorities arrested Armenian intellectuals
and community leaders in Constantinople—the start of a systematic campaign
of violence against the Armenian community. In the years that followed, one
and a half million Armenians were deported, massacred, or marched to their
deaths—a tragedy that forever affected generations of Armenian families.

“As we join nations around the world in remembering this painful
history, we also reflect on the resilience and resolve of the Armenian people.
So many of those who survived were forced to begin new lives in new lands—
including the United States. Here and around the world, the Armenian people
have met the evil of hate with hope. They rebuilt their communities. They
nurtured their families and preserved their culture. They strengthened our
nation. They also told their stories—and those of their ancestors—to
remember and to ensure that genocide like the one that happened 108 years

ago is never again repeated.

“Today, let us renew this pledge. Let us recommit to speaking out
against hate, standing up for human rights, and preventing atrocities. And
together, let us redouble our efforts to forge a better future—one where all
people can live with dignity, security, and respect.”

Armenian Genocide Committee Holds
Community-Wide Event Commemorating the
108th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

GLENDALE, CA—On April 24,
2023, elected officials, community
members and leaders gathered in the
plaza of Glendale City Hall to mark the
108th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, when 1.5 million Armenians
perished at the hands of the Ottoman
Turkish government from 1915-1923.
The event was organized by the Arme-
nian Genocide Committee (AGC) which
is an assembly of the largest religious,
political, cultural, athletic and profes-
sional organizations of the southern
California Armenian community.

Master of Ceremonies for the
solemn event was AGC Chairman,
Mehran Khatchadorian. He welcomed
the large audience and thanked them
for being present and raising their
voices to demand justice for the un-
punished atrocities. In his opening re-
marks, Mr. Khatchadorian expressed

an ominous theme that was shared by
many of the guest speakers at the
event, “Today our people confront a
perilous situation as they did 108 years
ago, as Azerbaijan and Turkey con-
tinue their policies of ethnic cleansing
and annihilation of the indigenous Ar-
menian population of the Armenian
Highlands. It is imperative that today
on April 24 that we not only remember
our martyrs, but that in addition, we
speak with one voice, loudly and clearly,
alerting the world of the need to pre-
vent genocide taking place again in
Artsakh,” said Mr. Khatchadorian.
Among the distinguished list of
keynote speakers, included: Congress-
man Adam Schiff who announced that
he introduced an unprecedented bill in
the U.S. Congress for the United States

Continued on page4
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Congressman Schiff Warns of Future Attacks on Armenia and Artsakh,
Urges US to Condemn Baku

By Christine Aghakhanian

Inarecent interview with Massis
Post, Representative Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) discussed the US
government’s lackluster stance on
condemning Azerbaijan’s unprovoked
attacks on Armenia and Artsakh and
presented steps to prevent another
large-scale attack on the Armenian
people.

“I' have been in constant commu-
nication with the Biden administration
tourge that we cut off Azerbaijan from
any further funding, that we explore
sanctions on Azerbaijan for war crimes
and that we use all of our diplomatic
power to marshal the international com-
munity against the blockade of the
Lachin corridor, as well as prevent
another outbreak of war,” said Con-
gressman Schiff. “I have never been
more concerned than I am today, that
Azerbaijan may be planning another
war against Armenia, more than we
have seen before. I am also working
on legislation that we hope to intro-
duce soon, to recognize the indepen-
dence of Artsakh,” he added.

Congressman Schiff conveyed
his thoughts on both the Biden and
Trump administration’s stance on
Baku’s aggression towards Armenia
and Artsakh, emphasizing his disap-
pointment on their lack of ability to
fully stand with the Armenian people.

“The Biden administration was
the first administration ever, to recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide. That was
something I was working towards.
For twenty years I carried the Geno-
cide resolution in the House which
finally passed in 2019 and the
president’s recognition followed some-
time thereafter,” the Congressman as-
serted. “I think the Biden administra-
tion is more engaged in the region, but
I am still not satisfied because one
thing we have seen across administra-
tions of both parties, is this false lan-
guage of equivalence, where both sides
are called upon to refrain from vio-
lence when there’s only one aggressor
and that’s Azerbaijan. When we use
language of false equivalence, it en-

courages the aggressor and the ag-
gressor comes to believe they will
never be held accountable. I have
been trying to stop funding for
Azerbaijan for years and this has
been a problem under both adminis-
trations,” he added.

Schiff believes the US can take
tangible steps to change the trajectory
of Baku’s plans to wage war on Arme-
nia and ethnically cleanse Artsakh,
adding that the first step is to stop
funding Azerbaijan. He acknowledges
that the Biden administration has is-
sued good statements about the need
to re-open the Lachin corridor, how-
ever, more needs to be done to stop the
damage inflicted by Aliyev’s regime.

“As long as we are providing
funding to Azerbaijan, they are go-
ing to listen to the money, not to
what we have to say. Until we cut
off the money, they are going to feel
that they can do whatever they want
to do with impunity. The first step is
cutting off the money and the next
step is to sanction them and support
war crimes investigations. We need
to change section 907 and remove
presidential discretion, because
presidents of both parties have ig-
nored its fine language. If the war
crimes and the belligerence we see
out of Baku is not enough to trigger
cutoff under 907, then 907 is not

Azerbaijan Sets Up Checkpoint

Continued frompage 1

In a statement disseminated by
the state-run Information Center on
Sunday the authorities stressed that
Nagorno-Karabakh considers the clo-
sure of the bridge over the Hakari river
by Azerbaijan to be “a criminal step
aimed at strengthening the blockade of
Artsakh [Nagorno-Karabakh —ed.] and
ethnic cleansing.”

According to the Information
Center, Nagorno-Karabakh president
Arayik Harutyunyan has called an emer-
gency meeting of the republic’s Secu-
rity Council to discuss “the latest de-
velopments and relevant actions of the
authorities.”

“All parties to the tripartite decla-
ration, and especially the Russian Fed-
eration, to immediately start discus-

sions on lifting the blockade of Artsakh
and preventing the establishment of an
Azerbaijani checkpoint.” the Security
Council said in a statement.

Baku’s decision to set up a
border checkpoint at the beginning
of the road from Armenia to
Nagorno-Karabakh comes a day af-
ter areport by Azerbaijan’s Ministry
of Defense about an incident in which
three Azerbaijani servicemen were
reportedly injured when their ve-
hicle was blown up on a mine alleg-
edly supplied from Armenia. In an-
other statement the ministry claimed
that Russian peacekeepers control-
ling the area again helped Armenians
transport “military cargoes” from
Armenia to Nagorno-Karabakh via
the Lachin road. The Armenian side
has denied both accusations.

working anymore,” Schiff reiterated.

The overall mood in Washington
towards the attacks on Armenia and
Artsakh is apathetic, according to Con-
gressman Schiff, particularly with his
colleagues who are not a part of the
Armenian Caucus. He attributes this to
a real lack of awareness and warns
thatmultiple neighboring countries may
getinvolved in the war, including Tur-
key, Iran and possibly Russia, which
may result in a situation where people
will regret not paying enough attention
on the dire situation in the Caucuses.

Although the future of the Arme-
nian people seems grim, Congressman
Schiff remains optimistic and encour-
ages the Armenian American commu-
nity to hold onto hope and continue
fighting for their sisters and brothers
inthe Homeland. “The Armenian people
are extraordinarily resilient, they have
always been outnumbered and they
have always been in a difficult neigh-
borhood. There is no vanquishing the
Armenianpeople. The Armenian people
are survivors, but that does not mean
that we can let up at all in our efforts.
There is room for hope, but we need to
get through this period right now and
that is where we have to focus,” he

stated.

As the representative of the larg-
est Armenian American community in
the US, Congressman Schiff also dis-
cussed the importance of commemo-
rating the Armenian Genocide to raise
awareness of injustices past and
present. “If we do not speak truthfully
about the Armenian Genocide, ifwe do
not educate the next generation of
what took place, it simply makes it
more likely that it is going to reoccur
and if not to the Armenian people, then
to others. I think what we are seeing in
the region now, is the continuation of
an effort to wipe out the Armenian
people and so the history is very im-
portant to understanding the present.
Hitler is reported to have said in sup-
port of the Holocaust ‘who after all
remembers the Armenians?’ and if dic-
tators and despots feel they can get
away with mass murder they will do it
again,” he declared.

“I feel very grateful to represent
the largest Armenian community in the
country. I am grateful for the relation-
ship that we have and grateful for the
support I receive in the community. I
am just very proud to represent the
community,” Schiff added.

Armenia to Introduce Voluntary Military
Service for Women

YEREVAN—The Armenian gov-
ernment announced on Friday plans to
introduce voluntary military service
for women.

A relevant bill approved by the
government is part of its declared de-
fense reforms and a gradual transition
to a professional army promised by
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

According to Defense Minister
Suren Papikyan, after conscription,
women will not be able to terminate or
postpone the military service due to
“family circumstances.”

“Until the day of conscription,
they can refuse mandatory military
service, and will serve in training mili-
tary units,” Papikyan further clarified.

Under the bill drafted by the Ar-
menian Defense Ministry, the six-month
service will become obligatory for
young women once they are formally
drafted by the country’s armed forces.

They will serve in military train-
ing units for six months and then have
the option of becoming contract sol-
diers eligible for combat duty. Also,
every female conscript will be paid 1
million drams ($2,600) after complet-

ing the service.

“It will be anormal service, not a
stroll through barracks,” Pashinyan
said during a cabinet meeting in
Yerevan.

The bill will likely be approved by
the Armenian parliament. In that case,
the military will be able to start enlist-
ing women for the six-month duty
already this fall.

The Armenian army already has
female soldiers and officers within its
ranks. Their current number is not
revealed by the Defense Ministry.

It stood at over 1,400 in 2013
when Armenia’s two military acad-
emies began admitting women as ca-
dets. The vast majority of the female
personnel held clerical positions in the
Defense Ministry, army detachments
and other military structures.

There was also a growing num-
ber of women performing combatroles.
They participated in the 2020 war in
Nagorno-Karabakh and subsequent
fighting on Armenia’s border with
Azerbaijan. Five Armenian women
were killed during last September’s
large-scale border clashes.



Evil Continues to Live

Armenian Council of America
Statement on Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Day:

Today we mark the 108th anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide,
where we honor the 1.5 million inno-
cent men, women, and children who
fell victim at the hands of the Ottoman
Empire. The merciless, barbaric, and
systematic torture and murder of Ar-
menian scholars, artisans, architects,
politicians, physicians, lawyers, and
religious leaders, has been widely rec-
ognized and globally condemned. Once
vibrant and flourishing villages and
cities were left in ruins, entire families
abandoned, and generations torn apart.
The world witnessed the cultural de-
struction of Armenian lands, the des-
ecration of churches and monuments,
and the attempted annihilation of thou-
sands of years of tradition.

To this day, the government of
Turkey refuses to acknowledge, nor
denounce the atrocities for which their
murderous ancestors took pride in
committing. The president of Turkey,
along with his predecessors, have con-
tinuously mocked the memory of those
who perished, attempting to rewrite
history for their own financial and
political gain. For each year that passes,
their denial compounds their own guilt,
deepens the divide of nations, and
further marks a stain on the integrity of
human rights.

While April 24 is internationally
recognized as a day of mourning for
the victims of the past, it is also a day
which Armenians throughout the
diaspora gather and unite for the com-
mon cause for a prosperous future. If
we allow the teachings of the past to
collectively guide us, then perhaps we
may stand a chance to prevail against
the risk of letting history repeat itself.
Sadly it appears the Turkish govern-
ment has reclaimed its promise to bring
into fruition the genocidal ideologies to
the twenty-first century.

Sheltered in the cloak of their
denial, the Turkish government has
continued to support the Azerbaijani
government’s increasing violence and
aggression toward Armenians in Ar-
menia and Artsakh. These acts have
demonstrated their collective resolve
to wipe out the Armenian people and
revealed that their claims of commit-
ment to peace are nothing more than a
farce.

133 days ago, the Azeri govern-
ment violated the terms of their agree-
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ment pertaining to the Lachin Corri-
dor, which was executed following
the 2020 war. This isolated 120,000
ethnic Armenians in Artsakh cutting
off their access to food, power, and
medical treatment and other essential
supplies. This blockade has escalated
the humanitarian disaster that was left
over from the 44 Day War in 2020. It
has resulted in the ethnic cleansing of
more than 30,000 Armenians from
their homes in Shushi, Hadrut, and
Shahumyan following Azerbaijan’s
occupation of those indigenous Arme-
nian regions of Artsakh. This is but
another addition to the long lists of
human right violations and documented
war crimes perpetrated by the Azeri
government against Armenians.
Azerbaijan continues its ongoing im-
prisonment of Armenian POWs and
other detainees, and engaging in un-
conscionable extrajudicial execution
of Armenians.

Therefore, while we take a mo-
ment to grieve in the memory of those
who died at the hands of such evil
more than 108 years ago today, we
must remind ourselves that evil con-
tinues to live amongst us today. We
must stand united against the persecu-
tion, oppression, and victimization of
an entire ethnicity, nationality, and
culture; for not only the right to live in
peace, but rather the right to live.

As a grassroots organization,
ACA is dedicated to working with all
political leaders, offering Armenian
related news, analysis and resources
for policymakers, media, students and
activists, advocating issues important
to Armenian Americans. The ACA also
aims to strengthen U.S. — Armenia and
U.S. — Artsakh ties, the development
of programs promoting sustainable
economic growth and good gover-
nance in Armenia, while promoting the
values and responsibilities of global
citizenship.

PACE Renews Call to Open
the Lachin Corridor

The co-rapporteurs of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE) for the monitoring of
Azerbaijan, lan Liddell-Granger (United
Kingdom, EC/DA) and Lise
Christoffersen (Norway, SOC), and
the co-rapporteurs for the monitoring
of Armenia, Kimmo Kiljunen (Finland,
SOC) and Boriana Aberg (Sweden,
EPP/CD), have made the following
statement:

“We renew our call for the resto-
ration of freedom of movement along
the Lachin corridor issued on 16 De-
cember 2022, and we recall the deci-
sion of the European Court of Human

Rights of 21 December 2022 under
Rule 39 of the Rules of Court, and the
order made by the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) on 22 February 2023;
the latter indicating that “Azerbaijan
shall [...] take all measures at its dis-
posal to ensure the unimpeded move-
ment of persons, vehicles and cargo
along the Lachin corridor in both di-
rections.

We take note that Armenia has
indicated that it will appeal to the ICJ
concerning the installation, on 23 April,
of a checkpoint along the Lachin cor-
ridor.

Weurge Azerbaijan and Armenia
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We remain careful about rations:

The room holds us in its silence.

that haunts us the most.

Blockade, Day 133
ARTHUR KAYZAKIAN

In fear of a body count, we turn on the television,
lower the volume to keep us in the dark.

grind coffee beans and brew a pot of water,
pour dark liquid into porcelain cups, and listen
to the murmur of soldiers lurking outside the door.

We sip quietly and talk about uncle Hovsep,

who woke up on the last day of his surrender

refusing to kneel before the soldiers. Or aunt Edna

who handwrote every letter to her nephews and slept
on concrete, so they could lie in her bed.

We talk about Lily and her craving to sing while hanging
our sweaters out to dry; until one day, the sky

red with gas, and we do not hear Lily sing.

It is her clothesline trembling in the wind

We press their names to our lips,

flip the cup on a small plate and let the residue dry.

We turn the cup over again to translate a mountain

lost in a warren of trees, a candle half-lit amid the dark hours
enchanting one another with our fortunes about the future.

It is how Sevana taught her grandchildren. She said,

“If our names go dark, then our rituals must survive the darkest of times.”
The television broadcasts a man from his empty home.

He reports his casualties with bloodshot eyes,

clutching his daughter’s teddy bear with both hands,

“We could have lived; we all could have lived.”

Pope Francis Speaks of Prayer and Armenian
Monk St. Gregory of Narek

VATICANCITY -- Athis weekly
General Audience, Pope Francis con-
tinued his catechesis on apostolic zeal,
and reflected on the prayer of monks
and nuns as the “beating heart” of the
Church’s mission, Vatican News
repots.

The Holy Father’s catechesis fo-
cused in particular on Saint Gregory of
Narek, amedieval Armenian monk who,
he said, offers a shining example of the
universal, all-embracing love which
Christians are called to.

The Pope pointed out that the
Armenian people have been “clinging to
the Cross of Christ throughout his-
tory,” highlighting the profound Chris-
tian tradition of the Armenian people,
the first to embrace the Gospel. He also
pointed out that St. Gregory of Narek
teaches us “universal solidarity.”

Saint Gregory, the Pope said,
spent almost his entire life in the mon-
astery of Narek, where he “learned to
peer into the depths of the human soul
and, by fusing poetry and prayer to-
gether, achieved the pinnacle of both
Armenian literature and spirituality.”

What most strikes him about the
saint, the Holy Father went on, is his
“universal solidarity” — his identifica-
tion with all people and his decision to
dedicate his life to praying for them.

He sees the faults of humanity
not primarily in others, the Pope con-
tinued, but in himself, writing in his
masterpiece the Book of Lamenta-
tions that “I have voluntarily taken
upon myself all faults, from those of
the first father down to the last of his
descendants, and I have held myself
responsible for them.”

to refrain from any unilateral steps that
could further complicate the negotia-
tion efforts supported by the EU at the
highest level and through the presence
of the EU Mission in Armenia. We call
for an intensification of negotiations on

border issues and the settlement of all
disputes by peaceful means.”

PACE rapporteur Paul Gavan
(Ireland, UEL) has also sought access
to the Lachin corridor to see at first
hand the situation on the ground.
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108th Armenian Genocide Anniversary
Commemorated in Times Square, NYC

NEW YORK, NY — The signifi-
cant theme of “Truth, Recognition and
Justice” reverberated throughout Times
Square as Armenian Americans com-
memorated the 108th anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide, while advo-
cating for the Armenians in Artsakh —
who continue to endure the blockade
on the Lachin Corridor implemented
by Azerbaijan over four months ago —
in the annual memorial event in Times
Square organized by the Knights and
Daughters of Vartan on Sunday, April
23, 2023.

Keynote speakers commemo-
rated the Armenian Genocide, while
pledging that the Armenian people will
not be victims of ethnic cleansing once
again. Majority Senate Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY) appreciated the “in-
spiring” and “resilient” crowd that gath-
ered in Times Square to commemorate
the Armenian Genocide.

The first New Yorker to be elected
to five terms in the U.S. Senate, Sena-
tor Schumer vowed to “work just as
hard this term as every other term to
fight for the Armenian people both
here in America and in Armenia.”

He noted that every genocide has
something in common, which is that
“the world looked away and turned a
blind eye” resulting in a “stain on hu-
manity.”

Senator Schumer highlighted the
importance of the act of remembrance
to ensure that the “victims did not die
in vain.”

“I stand with the Armenian com-
munity in condemning Azerbaijan’s
blockade of the Lachin Corridor,” said
Senator Schumer, adding that
Azerbaijan is aligned with Turkey. “I
urge Azerbaijan to lift the blockade
now, and I urge the U.S. government
to do everything it can to lift the block-
ade, and I will use my power as Senate
Majority Leader to encourage a peace-
ful settlement as soon as possible.”

Chair of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee Senator Bob
Menendez (D-NJ), reflected on the
“incredible successes” of the Arme-
nian people in the U.S. following the
Armenian Genocide and stated he was
“proud” of the role he played in U.S.
acknowledgement of the Armenian
Genocide, as he introduced and co-
sponsored resolutions recognizing the
Armenian Genocide since his first year
in the Senate in 2006.

“Fighting the denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide is not only about the

past, it’s about the present as Arme-
nians again face the threat of ethnic
cleansing,” said Senator Menendez,
referring to Azerbaijan’s unprovoked
assaults on the Armenians in Artsakh
and the illegal blockade of the Lachin
Corridor which has resulted in an acute
humanitarian crisis. The U.S., how-
ever, continues to send security assis-
tance to Azerbaijan, which Senator
Menendez stated was “absolutely un-
acceptable.”

Director of the Program on Peace-
building and Rights at Columbia
University’s Institute for the Study of
Human Rights David L. Phillips, re-
ceived the Humanitarian Award from
The Knights and Daughters of Vartan
Times Square Armenian Genocide
Commemoration Committee for his
dedication and efforts in human rights
and justice.

In his remarks, Phillips said he
was grateful to President Biden for
acknowledging the Armenian Geno-
cide in his 2021 Remembrance State-
ment, however, “there is more we
must do to prevent a second Armenian
Genocide which is underway in
Artsakh.”

“The pattern of Turkic killings
and abuse must stop,” said Phillips,
who recalled the 2020 war Azerbaijan
launched on the Armenian people of
Artsakh by using drones and heavy
artillery while backed by the Turkish
military.

Permanent Representative of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic to the U.S.
Robert Avetisyan expressed his grati-
tude to the U.S. for its swift response
during the Armenian Genocide for its
diplomatic and humanitarian efforts,
as well as for its historic recognition of
the Armenian Genocide, “which is an-
other testament of unity between our
nations when it comes to matters of
truth, justice and humanity.”

Despite the passing of a century,
Rep. Avetisyan underscored that “Ar-
menians are again at gunpoint.”

While the 2020 war ended, the
“aggression has not stopped and now
extends to Armenia proper.”

The blockade of the Lachin Cor-
ridor, according to Rep. Avetisyanisa
“humanitarian crisis rooted in politics”
as the world “witnesses human cruelty
by an oppressive regime towards
people whose only crime is their desire
to live in freedom, dignity and democ-
racy.”

Mexican politician Alejandra del
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of America to recognize the indepen-
dence of the Republic of Artsakh. He
also called on the U.S. government to
stop all aid to Azerbaijan, as he re-
soundingly asserted that “not one dime”
should be provided to the authoritarian
dictator regime in Baku. Congressman
Schiff also raised concern that
Azerbaijan appears to be preparing for
war again and that if war should
breakout, he is concerned that such
hostilities have the potential to escalate
and involve other regional powers. In
addition to Congressman Schiff, the
audience heard from California State
School Superintendent for Instruction,
Tony Thurmond explaining how Cali-
fornia schools are at the forefront of
educating our youth about the Geno-
cide, in particular the Armenian Geno-
cide; California State Assembly mem-
ber Chris Holden, Los Angeles County
Supervisor Lindsey Horvath, Los An-
geles City Council President Paul
Krekorian, and Los Angeles City Coun-
cil member, Nithya Raman, Glendale
Mayor Dan Brotman, and city council
members Elen Astryan and Ardashes
Kassakhian.

Prominent attorney and commu-
nity activist, Milena Mailyan, was the
non-elected official keynote speaker.
She spoke of the work that the Center
for Truth and Justice, which she co-
founded, has undertaken recording over
400 testimonials and gathering evi-
dence from survivors of the acts of
aggression that Azerbaijan and regime
have wrought against the Armenian
population of Artsakh. As part of her
address, she announced that an Arme-
nian Legal Defense Fund is beeing estab-
lished which will help fund the prosecu-
tion of claims against the perpetrators of
the heinous crimes against humanity and
provide for ameans to defend Armenian
rights in international forums.

On behalf of the Armenian Com-
munity AGC representative Antoin
bezdjian delivered the a speech in Ar-

menian, Armenia Genocide Commit-
tees Armenian Youth representatives
also took the podium. Participants heard
from Ani Ghazaryan (AYF) and Nanor
Bedrossian (AGBU Youth), A moving
poetry recitation was presented by
Ellen Vardanyan of Blair High School’s
Armenian Studies Program in Pasa-
dena, California.

The audience also heard a beau-
tiful rendition by Maggie Margarita
Khlghatyan

The AGC also produced a two-
hour April 24 Armenian Genocide com-
memoration special program that was
broadcasted on most Local Armenian
American television and at 8:00 pm on
AGC social media platform, the Arme-
nian Genocide special program pro-
vided interviews with many scholars,
political activist and special message
from Armenian religious leaders. The
highlight of the two-hour special pro-
gram was University of California,
Armenian Promise Institute director
and historian, Professor Taner Akcam.
The special program was broadcasted
overallmajor Armenian television chan-
nels. The two-hour special program
was hosted by news reporter Ellina
Abovian, ajournalist/news anchor Vruir
Tadevosian and Armenian TV & Radio
Host Rafayel Mnatsakanyan, the pro-
gram can also be viewed in its entirety
on the AGC Facebook social media
platforms.

“Iwant to thank all AGC member
organization and their representatives
for working tirelessly to organize the
Armenian Genocide commemoration
and the special program. [ am proud of
the fact that we were able to raise
awareness of the dire circumstances
that the Armenian nation finds itself in
once again. While we remember April
24 1915 and demand justice for our
martyrs, we will be ever vigilant in
bringing our community together to
prevent the genocide that is looming
against the Armenian nation and spe-
cially our compatriots in Artsakh,”
concluded Mr. Khatchadorian.

Armenia Pays Tribute

Continued from page 1

the existence and security of the Ar-
menian people. “And everyone has
something to do for the establishment
of the state — with education, work,
civilresponsibility and respect for law,”
Pashinyan said.

According to Pashinyan,
Armenia’s strategic choice for the re-
gion boils down to the following ques-
tion: “Do we have the will and ability to
normalize and develop our regional
relations, regardless of the fact that, or
even especially in the case when the
existing security threats around us
worsen due to regional or extra-re-
gional reasons?”

“Realizing all the difficulties and
complications, our government has
decided to go the way of finding a
positive answer to that question, be-
cause only that way can guarantee
security and well-being,” the Arme-
nian premier underscored.

Catholicos of All Armenians
Karekin II also visited the Genocide
Memorial accompanied by a group of
clergy from the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin.

They paid tribute to the martyrs
of the Armenian Genocide and placed
flowers at the Eternal Flame.

Catholicos Karekin Il recited the
Lord’s prayer, after which a requiem
service was offered for the victims of

Carmen Ledn Gastélum, who along
with Armen Yeritsian were the archi-
tects of the Senate of Mexico adopting
the unanimous passing of Armenian
Genocide recognition on February 8§,
2023, shared her remarks in Spanish
that were translated into English by
historian Vartan Matiossian.
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The 108th Armenian Genocide
Commemoration in Times Square, New
York, was broadcast live by the Arme-
nian Radio Hour of New Jersey’s Parev-
TV YouTube Channel, as well as by
David Medzorian on the Knights of
Vartan YouTube Channel, and Karine
Kocharyan’s Voice of Armenians TV.
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CELEBRATION

For Resevation Please Contact

Karine (818) 324-0574
Knar (626) 491-7899

|t Homenmen Ladles Aux1llary
G Presents

Ot er,s 9

ATURDAY, MAY/3

FROM 11AM TO 4PM

|| GAMES || DANCE PARTY ||

JAAAAAN RESTAURANT
145 N. ARTSAKH AVE., GLENDALE, CA 91206

Donation $100
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ARMENIAN
EDUCATIONAL
BENEVOLENT UNION

AEBU
PROGRAM

All eligible undergraduate
students of Armenian descent
are invited to apply.
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[=]

SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
Through June 30, 2023

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG
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1060 North Allen Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91104
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