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Pashinyan: Aliyev is Abandoning Brussels
Agreements, Demands Clarification

YEREVAN—Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan has said that
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev
made several incomprehensible state-
ments on Sunday. He stated that
Aliyev’s latest statement requires clari-
fication as to whether he is abandon-
ing the Brussels agreements.

Accordingto Pashinyan, Azerbaijan
may be walking away from the recent
understandings reached with Armenia,
inresponse to Aliyev’s latest threats of
fresh military action against Armenia
and Nagorno-Karabakh.

On May 28, Aliyev stated that
besides recognizing Azerbaijani sover-
eignty over Karabakh, Yerevan must
also fulfill several other conditions set
by Azerbaijan. This includes delimiting
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border on
Baku’s terms and opening a corridor to
the Nakhichevan exclave, he added.

During a visit to the border town

of Lachin, he further remarked, “They
must not forget that Armenian villages
are visible from here.”

Pashinyan stated that this threat
contradicts the mutual recognition of
each other’s territorial integrity, which
he and Aliyev reaffirmed at their May
14 meeting in Brussels.

“I'believe that Azerbaijan and our
international partners should, at the
very least, clarify whether this means
a renunciation of the understandings
reached in Brussels,” he addressed
Armenian lawmakers. He emphasized
the need for Armenian diplomats to
seek an answer from their partners.

After the Brussels summit,
Pashinyan confirmed his readiness to
recognize the territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan through a peace treaty cur-
rently under discussion by Baku and

Continued on page4

Armenia Files Appeal with Strasbourg Court
Over Kidnapping of Two Armenian Servicemen

YEREVAN — Two Armenian
soldiers were captured by Azerbaijani
forces late on Friday after a a cross-
border incursion on the weekend.

The ministry said that the sol-
diers, Harutiun Hovakimyan and Karen
Ghazaryan, were ambushed and kid-
napped after delivering water and food
to Armenian army units guarding the
border with Azerbaijan. It published

photographs of their abandoned mili-
tary truck found in a wooded area in in
the southeastern Syunik province.
The Azerbaijani side claimed that
Hovakimyan and Ghazaryan were taken
prisoner during a sabotage attack on
an Azerbaijani army outpost. It was
quick to bring a string of criminal

Continued on page4

US Reiterates the Need for Opening of Lachin
Corridor for Commercial and Private Vehicles

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States put forward a number of
proposals to Armenia and Azerbaijan
during their foreign ministerial talks in
Washington in early May, a senior
State Department official has said.

“The peace process is moving
forward. The secretary hosted the two
foreign ministers in early May to work
through some of the most contentious
issues including, for example, the dis-
tancing of forces along the border,
dispute resolution mechanism in the
treaty that we are trying to facilitate
agreement on, the rights and security
of the ethnic Armenians in Nagorno
Karabagh. These are a lot of the issues
that we were working through,” Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Secretary in the
Bureau of European and Eurasian Af-
fairs at the U.S. State Department
Dereck Hogan said at a Subcommittee
Hearing in the House Foreign Affairs
Committee.

He added that the U.S. has of-
fered proposals to Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

“We put forward a number of
proposals that gave the two sides per-
haps some bridging language there. So
they’ve been taking that back and
studying it. “Since than we have been
working very closely with the Euro-

pean Union. EU Council President
Charles Michel hosted the two leaders
in Brussels a couple of weeks after we
hosted the foreign Ministers. And they
will be meeting again with the Chancel-
lor of Germany, the President of France
and the President of the EU Council to
focus once again on what needs to be
done to actually get this along the
finish line,” Mr. Hogan noted.

“When it comes to the Lachin
corridor, it’s something that the Sec-
retary has been pushing very hard on,
particularly when it comes to the open-
ing of the corridor for commercial and
private vehicles,” he said.

Armenians Hacked with Israeli-Made
Pegasus Spyware During War: Rights Group

NEW YORK -- A jointinvestiga-
tion between Access Now, CyberHUB-
AM, the Citizen Lab at the Munk School
of Global Affairs at the University of
Toronto (the Citizen Lab), Amnesty
International’s Security Lab, and an
independent mobile security researcher
Ruben Muradyan, has uncovered hack-
ing of civil society victims in Armenia
with NSO Group’s Pegasus spyware.

Israel's NSO Group became the
center of controversy after an interna-
tional media consortium in July 2022
reported that its Pegasus spyware was
used in attempts to hack smartphones
belonging to more than a dozen current
or former world leaders, journalists,
human rights activists, and executives

in some 50 countries.
The investigation has identified
12 individuals whose Apple devices

Continued on page4

PM Pashinyan Congratulates Erdogan
On Election Win

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan has congratu-
lated Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on winning reelection in a
weekend run-off vote.

“Congratulations to President
Erdogan on hisre-election,” Pashinyan
tweeted on Sunday evening shortly
after the release of official election
results that showed Erdogan winning
over 52 percent of the vote.

“Looking forward to continuing

working together towards full normal-
ization of relations between our coun-
tries,” he wrote.

“We hope that after the presiden-
tial election in Turkey we will be able
to continue the process of normalizing
of our relations . This is also one of the
highly important items on our agenda,”
Pashinyan told lawmakers at a joint
committee session for preliminary de-
bates of the 2022 government budget
report.
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Armenia's Economy Minister Predicts Record
Number of Tourist Visits in 2023

YEREVAN -- Minister of
Economy Vahan Kerobyan predicts
that a record number of tourists will
visit Armenia in 2023.

630,000 tourists visited Armenia
in the first four months of the year, he
told lawmakers during budget discus-
sions. The figure is 35% higher than in
2019. “This allows us to predict that we
will have a record year, if no serious
obstacles happen,” Kerobyan added.

Each international tourist spends
an average of $1,200 in Armenia, ac-
cording to Kerobyan. He said that 10
years ago tourists were spending 800
dollars during their stay in the country.

"We have to take into account
that habits have also changed: many
foreign tourists prefer renting houses,
saving on hotels and spending their
money on other things," he said.

Kerobyan stressed that the last
time a similar study was conducted 10
years ago: at that time, one tourist
spent about $800 in Armenia.

Kerobyan added that 1 million
660 thousand tourists visited Armenia
in 2022."This allows us to think that
we will have a record number of for-
eign tourists this year if there are no
serious obstacles," he noted.

Kerobyan stated that Armenia was
4th fastest gropwing economy in 2022,
, which amounted to 12.6%, Economy

Minister Vahan Kerobyan reiterated
today when speaking at a discussion
on the state budget 2022 execution in
parliament.

"The highest growth in the world
was posted by Guyana, where oil pro-
duction started in 2022 and the eco-
nomic growth surged by 57%. Second
and third were Fijiand St. Lucia, where
growth was about 13-14 percent,
mostly as a result of the resumption of
tourism," he said.

Kerobyannoted that Armenia was
followed by Ireland and Georgia. Ac-
cording to official statistics, Armenia's
economic growth was 12.6% in 2022.
GDP per capita rose from $4,679 in
2021 to $6,569.

Armenian Defense Minister Withdraws from
CSTO Council Meeting in Belarus

YEREVAN— Armenian Defense
Ministry Suren Papikyan did not par-
ticipate in a regular meeting of the
defense ministers of Collective Secu-
rity Treaty Organization (CSTO) mem-
ber states on Thursday.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
gave no reason for Papikyan’s failure
to attend the meeting held in Belarus’s
capital Minsk.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
and other Armenian officials have re-
peatedly accused Russia and other ex-
Soviet states making up the alliance of
not fulfilling their obligation to defend
Armenia against Azerbaijani attacks.

Pashinyan said on Monday that
he will pull his country out of the
alliance “if we conclude that the CSTO
has left Armenia.” The Russian For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman, Maria
Zakharova, claimed to be bemused by
his remarks while warning of their
potentially “dangerous” consequences.

Pashinyan hit back at Zakharova
later on Wednesday, saying that she
“cannot be my interlocutor.”

“My interlocutors are the presi-
dent and the prime minister of the
Russian Federation,” he told the Arme-
nian parliament. “Even the Foreign
Ministry spokesperson of a friendly
and respected country like Russia can-
not comment on my statements. She
should just take note of my state-
ments.”

Earlier this year, Yerevan can-
celleda CSTO military exercise planned
in Armenia. The drills are due to be
held in Kyrgyzstan soon. It is not clear
whether Armenians soldiers will take
part in them.

Speaking at the Minsk meeting,
Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu stressed the “importance” of
Armenia’s participation in such events.

“Armenia is a member of our
organization, our ally,” said Shoigu.
“We are ... doing everything to stabi-
lize the situation in the South Caucasus.”

Shoigu also reaffirmed Russia’s
and other CSTO members’ readiness
to send monitors to Armenia’s border
with Azerbaijan. Echoing statements
by other Russian officials, he claimed
that the recent launch of such a moni-
toring mission by the European Union
is part of the West’s efforts to drive
Russia out of the region.

Pashinian’s government has re-
jected the proposed CSTO mission on
the grounds that the alliance has not
condemned the Azerbaijani aggression
against Armenia. It has given the same
reason for refusing “military-technical
assistance” offered by Armenia’s
CSTO allies last fall.
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Changing Tides: Declining Russian Support
in Armenia, Rising Sympathy for the USA
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WASHINGTON, DC — Follow-
ing Russia’s attack on Ukraine, atti-
tudes towards Russia in former Soviet
countries have significantly deterio-
rated, as indicated by recent polls con-
ducted by the Gallup Center.

Traditionally regarded as a zone
of interest and special influence by the
Kremlin, the number of people who
approve of the Russian government’s
actions has declined by over 10 per-
cent in the former Soviet Union.

Even in historically “pro-Rus-
sian” countries such as Armenia,
Moldova, Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan,
the number of individuals condemning
the Russian leader’s actions has sur-
passed those who support them.

In Armenia, alongside the de-
crease in approval for the Russian
leadership, there has been an increase
in sympathy towards the United States
and China.

Notably, the number of Russian

sympathizers in Azerbaijan has de-
creased by 2.6 times, representing only
23 percent of the respondents.

While the number of Russian
sympathizers remains relatively high
in Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, it has
also experienced a significant decline.

Furthermore, Gallup’s findings
reveal that the Russian government
has lost the support of Russians resid-
ing in neighboring countries due to the
war.

For the first time in the 15-year
history of Gallup polls, a majority of
Russians in Estonia and Latvia hold a
negative view of Russian politics. Simi-
lar sentiments have also been observed
among Russians living in Kazakhstan.

Simultaneously, Gallup reports
that in Ukraine, the Baltic states, and
the majority of other post-Soviet states,
the rating of the United States govern-
ment now surpasses that of the Rus-
sian government.

Armenia Improves Democracy Score in
Nations in Transit 2023 Report

Armenia 304 TO3 N 35% r'y r'y

Belarus 1.18TO1.11 A 4 v
Georgia 3.07 TO 3.04 v

Kazakhstan 136 TO1.32 v

Kyrgyzstan 1.75TO 1.68 v v

Maldova 311 TO3.14 A

Russia 1.32TO1.11 v v v v v
Tajikistan 111 TO 1.04 v v

Turkmenistan

Ukraine A v

Uzbekistan v

NEW YORK (Armrdaio) — Ar-
menia has improved the democracy
score from 3.04 to 3.11 in the Na-
tions in Transit 2022 report pub-
lished by the Freedom House.

According to the report, in
2023, Democracy Scores declined
in 11 out of the 29 countries in the
report, and 7 countries earned im-
provements.

Ukraine, Moldova, and Arme-
nia have steadily improved their
democratic institutions in recent
years, driven forward by civic ac-
tivism and consequential elections,
the report says.

The Freedom House refers to
the authoritarian aggression in the
Caucasus, noting that in 2020
Azerbaijan’s military recaptured
parts of Nagorno-Karabakh, and af-
ter 2020, the regime of President

Ilham Aliyev in Azerbaijan continued
to pursue its territorial ambitions by
military means.

“It launched a major incursion
into the Republic of Armeniain 2022,
and in early 2023 it further isolated
the ethnic Armenians who remained
in Nagorno-Karabakh by blocking a
crucial road link under the guise of
‘environmental protests’,” the Free-
dom House notes.

“The expansion of Baku’s con-
trol over Nagorno-Karabakh and
parts of Armenia would eliminate the
freedoms and security of local people
in much the same way. Democratic
governments must notignore the dan-
ger. They should take every possible
step to bolster Armenia’s democracy
and ensure the protection of all those
living under or fleeing Azerbaijani
rule or occupation,” it adds.
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Armenia Celebrates the Anniversary of
Establishment of the First Republic

YEREVAN—On the occasion of
the First Republic Day, Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, together with
President Vahagn Khachaturyan, Chair-
man of the National Assembly Alen
Simonyan, and other representatives
of'the country’s top leadership, visited
the Sardarapat Memorial Complex.

In his congratulatory address on
May 28, Nikol Pashinyan called the
creation of the first republic in the
history of the Armenian people with a
democratic system of government,
where power belongs to the people, an
“epoch-making event.”

He noted that this happened “in
the context of the collapse of empires,
the formation of a new empire and a
new world order, when in the battles
of Sardarapat, Bash-Aparan, and
Karakilis, our people were able to prove
their right to life.”

“However, the First Republic lasted
only two and a half years, partly be-
cause, having won the battle for exist-
ence, proclaiming the state, we did not
have time to formulate our vision of life

state and for the first time found a
Republic, and the lessons of this Re-
public are on our table today.

Today, I want to highlight just
one of these many lessons: life in the
Republic of Armenia should be com-
fortable and beneficial for a citizen,
well-being and happiness should be
today, and not in some distant future,
and the time for unraveling historical
knots is now, not later.

The First Republic did not have
enough time; we still have it. The First
Republic could not survive after the war
0f 1920; we are standing after the war of
2020 and building the Motherland-state
that exists here and now, and we will no
longer look for a new Motherland be-
cause our Motherland is our state.

This state is both an end and a
means. It is the goal because only the
state can best express the interests of
its founder, the people; and it is a
means because only the state can best
express the interests of its founder, the
people. And these interests dictate to
us that security, well-being, and hap-

in an independent state, failed to make
life in the first republic comfortable and
beneficial for ourselves.

The First Republic never man-
aged to position itself as a means of
security, well-being, and happiness for
its own citizens, since, in fact, during
its entire existence, it did not have a
single day of peace. Famine, emigrants
who escaped the genocide, internal
strife, the centuries-old absence of
economic institutions, state institutions,
the culture of statehood, foreign influ-
ence, and war caused the fall of the
First Republic.

This, however, in no way de-
tracts from the role of the First Repub-
lic. After more than 540 years of inter-
ruption, the Armenian people found a

piness be ensured for our long-suffer-
ing people, and this is possible under
the conditions of regulated relations
with neighbors, only and only under
the conditions of peace, which the
First Republic did not have, and which,
unfortunately, the Third Republic does
not have yet.

That is why we have adopted and
are consistently implementing the peace
agenda because all our martyrs fell for
the sake of happiness, not the suffer-
ing of their people, and it is a prosper-
ous, living, developed, and secure Ar-
menia, the Republic of Armenia, the
state of Armenia that should bring
eternal peace to the souls of all our
martyrs,” Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said in his address.
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Archaeologists in Armenia Unearth a
Bakery—Complete With 3,000-Year-Old Flour

Last fall, when researchers un-
earthed the remains of a 3,000-year-
old structure in the western Armenian
town of Metsamor, they faced two
mysteries: First, they didn’t know what
purpose the structure had served. Be-
yond that, a strange powdery sub-
stance covering the area left them
stumped.

“We knew it was something or-
ganic and collected about four to five
sacks worth of the material,” Krzysztof
Jakubiak, an archaeologist at the Uni-
versity of Warsaw who led the excava-
tion, tells Live Science’s Jennifer
Nalewicki.

The team assumed, at first, the
material was simply ash. After all,
charred remnants of the building’s reed
roof and wooden beams indicated it
had met its end in a fire.

But upon closer examination, the
substance was “decoded and recog-
nized as remains of wheat flour,” says
Jakubiak to Artnet’s Vittoria Benzine.
“The samples were examined by an
archaeobotanist expert, who confirmed
this preliminary supposition.”

These findings solved both of the
team’s mysteries at once. The powder
wasn’t ash, but wheat flour. They had
unearthed an ancient bakery.

Archaeologists estimate that the
structure could have once held as much
as 3.5 tons of flour, making it a site for
mass production. They also found that
furnaces were likely added after the
building’s construction, indicating that
the structure may have once served

another purpose. Before becoming a
bakery, perhaps it was “used for cer-
emonies or meetings, and then was
turned into storage,” says Jakubiak to
Live Science.

The bakery’s flour is now far
past its prime. Still, the discovery
remains important; the building is one
of the oldest known structures of its
kind from the southern Caucasus and
eastern Anatolia, per Szymon
Zdzieblowski of Science in Poland.

The building appears to have
operated between the late 11th and
early 9th century B.C.E. as part of the
fortified settlement established at
Metsamor in the 4th millennium B.C.E.

Little is known about the settle-
ment, which covered 247 acres be-
fore being conquered in the eighth
century B.C.E. by Argishti I, since its
ancient inhabitants did not have a writ-
ten language, according to Science in
Poland. However, archacologists con-
tinue to learn more about Metsamor
through new discoveries, including a
recently unearthed tomb filled with
gold pendants. Jakubiak tells Live
Science that his team plans to con-
tinue to examine the bakery, which is
remarkably well-preserved, in order
to gain more insight into Metsamor’s
history.

“Because the structure’s roof
collapsed during a fire, it shielded
everything, and luckily, the flour sur-
vived,” he adds. “It’s astounding; un-
der normal circumstances, everything
should be burned and gone entirely.”

Armenia To Seek U.S.-Based Blogger’s
Extradition

An Armenian law-enforcement
agency has decided to ask authorities in
the United States to extradite a contro-
versial Armenian video blogger charged
with extortion, calls for violence and
contempt of court.

The blogger, Vartan Ghukasyan,
is a former police officer nicknamed
Dog who emigrated to the U.S. about a
decade ago.

The Investigative Committee
claimed recently that Ghukasian de-
manded $110,000 from Tigran
Arzakantsyan, a businessman and fringe
politician, in return for not making
damaging allegations about him and his

wife. Arzakantsyan refused to pay up
and complained to law-enforcement
authorities instead, according to the
committee.

Theblogger allegedly made simi-
lar threats to try to extort at least
$60,000 from the owner of a night
club in Yerevan. He was also charged
with making public calls for violence
against various politicians and public
figures and disrespecting the Arme-
nian judiciary.

A group of Ghukasian’s friends
and like-minded individuals in Arme-
nia are facing the same charges. At
least one of them is held in detention.
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Van Krikorian Lectures von: “Advancing Genocide Prevention Beyond Failed Current
Conventions — The Role of Victim and Survivor Groups”

NEW YORK — Armenian Na-
tional Institute (ANI) chairman Van
Z. Krikorian addressed the
Transnational Government of Tamil
Eelam (TGTE) Parliament May 19
in New York City. TGTE repre-
sents the Tamil people of Sri Lanka
living overseas and seeks redress
for atrocities committed against
their population.

In his opening remarks
Krikorian expressed sympathies and
solidarity with the victims, survi-
vors, their families, friends and sup-
porters in addressing the genocide
and dispossession against the Tamil
people in Sri Lanka.

Focusing on the limitations and
failures of the 1948 UN Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide, Krikorian
noted that “Today, there are more
genocide studies, prevention organi-
zations, reports, governmental, mul-
tinational, and non-governmental in-
stitutions committed to prevention,
and the International Criminal Court,
limited as it is, to deal with perpetra-
tors, media coverage, educational
curricula, symposia and more atten-
tion to the subject of genocide than
ever before. Yet genocidal behavior
not only continues but seems to in-
crease, and with impunity. The US
Holocaust Museum’s early warning
project today lists 30 countries at
risk for mass killings. The Genocide
Watch NGO currently posts geno-
cide alerts for over 20 countries.”

Krikorian called attention to
documentation and reports on the
Tamil Genocide, US Commission on
International Religious Freedom’s,
and other confirmations of the on-
going destruction of Hindu and Mus-
lim religious and cultural sites by the
Sri Lankan Ministry of Defense
which is transforming the region’s
demographic landscape, and the
Human Rights Watch finding that
“The Sri Lankan government has
responded to international scrutiny
of its rights record with a false and
misleading public relations offen-
sive.”

Drawing parallels with the ex-
perience of Armenian and other geno-
cide victim’s experiences, in par-

Pashinyan: Aliyev is Abandoning Brussels

Continued frompage 1

Yerevan. He mentioned that the treaty
should establish an international frame-
work for addressing the rights and secu-
rity of Karabakh’s Armenian population.

However, Aliyev appeared to once
again reject any such mechanism on
Sunday, stating that the Karabakh Ar-
menians must dissolve their govern-
ment bodies and unconditionally ac-
cept Azerbaijani rule.

“Everyone knows that we can
carry out any military operation in that

territory,” he warned. “That is why
the Karabakh parliament must be dis-
solved, the individual who calls him-
self the president of Karabakh must
surrender, and all ministers, deputies,
and other officials must resign. Only
then can there be talk of amnesty.”

On Monday, Karabakh Presi-
dent Arayik Harutyunyan rejected
these threats. A spokesperson for
Harutyunyan stated that Aliyev’s de-
mands also imply his recognition of
the legitimacy and importance of
Karabakh’s institutions.

Armenia Files Appeal with Strasbourg Court

Continued from page 1

charges, including “terrorism,” against
the servicemen.

The Defense Ministry in Yerevan
rejected the claim as disinformation. It
said the fact that an assault rifle be-
longing to one of the soldiers was
found inside the truck only proves that
they could not have carried out any
armed attacks in Azerbaijani territory.

The Armenian government has
applied to the European Court of Hu-
man Rights (ECHR) seeking interim
measures in the case of the two Ar-
menian servicemen kidnapped by
Azerbaijani forces on May 26.

“On May 28, Armenia applied to
the European Court of Human Rights
requesting interim measures over the
fact of the kidnapping of the two

military servicemen who were supply-
ing food to a military position. The
court is waiting for Azerbaijan’s re-
sponse. At this moment it is confirmed
that the [servicemen] are in Baku and
we expect to receive an answer in the
next days,” the Office of the Repre-
sentative of Armenia for International
Legal Affairs announced.

Hovakimyan and Ghazaryan
were captured more than a month
after two Azerbaijani soldiers were
detained in Armenia. Baku said they
strayed into Armenian territory from
the Nakhichevan exclave due to heavy
fog and demanded their release.

One of the Azerbaijani conscripts
was charged with murdering a Syunik
resident one day before his detention.
The other was sentenced to 11.5 years in
prison by an Armenian court on May 8.

ticular to show how the same prob-
lems recur to victim groups over
time, he recalled that “in preparing
for today, our Armenian National
Institute Director reminded me that
in 1977, Congressman Sisk made a
statement of outrage about the same
practice, and let me read from the
account Sisk shared with the House
of Representatives. After setting
out some background on Armenian
Genocide legislation, Congressman
Sisk went on ‘With this in mind, I
cannot emphasize too strongly my
own disgust both with the architec-
tural destruction that the Turks are
encouraging and the obvious mo-
tives underlying their actions.’
His statement then went on to
quote from a report in the Washing-
ton Star newspaper about the same
type of behavior from the Soviet
period: “In the Armenian [SSR] Re-
public itself, that policy of preser-
vation appears to be honored... But
neighboring Azerbaijan, which has
alarge Turkish population, has pre-
sented a problem. Regions of Ar-
menia not even bordering on the
Azerbaijan Republic have been
turned over to Azerbaijan and des-
ignated as autonomous regions with
that republic. Thus, Azerbaijan’s
territory leapfrogs over parts of
Armenia, separating parts of it from
the motherland to which it is bound
by religion, culture, and history.
These two regions, Nakhichevan
and Karabagh, once overwhelmingly
Armenian are having their popula-
tions supplanted by alien popula-

tions and cultures with apparently
strong contempt for the Armenians.
Nakhichevan’s Armenian population
has been reduced to a minority status
when it was almost totally Armenian.
Karabagh fast is being reduced to a
non-Armenian area. In the process,
the new alien population is running
roughshod over the religious and cul-
tural sites, chopping highly revered
properties khachkars into building
blocks. Khachkars are intricate monu-
ments which embellish churches or
stand in “forests” of religious monu-
ments. There is an unmistakable sa-
cred value attached to them by Arme-
nian Christians. A group of Italian
architectural experts, who recently
traveled into Azerbaijani territory, said
the government has imposed strict
prohibitions against the Armenians
even visiting the 16th and 18th Cen-
tury monuments near the ancient city
of Hin Dchouga in Nakichevan...”

Krikorian primarily reviewed the
current tools available to prevent and
punish genocide and their efficacy,
the clear need for new tools, some of
the legal debate about amending the
Genocide Convention, suggested ad-
ditional legal mechanisms, and de-
tailed the critical role of victim groups
in all these efforts, concluding with:
“We need leaders who understand as
Gandhi famously did that ‘You can-
notinject new ideas into a man’s head
by chopping it off; neither will you
infuse a new spirit into his heart by
piercing it with a dagger.” And ‘An
eye for an eye will leave everyone
blind.””

Armenians Hacked with Israeli-Made

Continued frompage 1

were targeted with Pegasus spyware
at various times between October
2020 and December 2022.

According to Access Now, the
victims include Kristinne Grigoryan,
the former human rights defender
in Armenia; Karlen Aslanyan and
Astghik Bedevyan, two journalists
from Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib-
erty (RFE/RL) Armenian service;
two unnamed United Nations offi-
cials; Anna Naghdalyan, a former
spokeswoman for the Armenian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs (now an
NGO employee); as well as activ-
ists, media owners and academics.

In the case of Armenia’s top
human rights defender Grigoryan,
Access Now said her phone was
infected “soon after she shared her
phone number with her Azerbaijani
counterpart.”

Circumstantial evidence sug-
gests that the targeting is related to
the military conflict in the Republic
of Artsakh. This is the first docu-
mented evidence of the use of Pe-
gasus spyware in an international
war context.

The investigation began after
Apple sent its first wave of notifi-
cations to their users in November
2021, warning them that they may
have been targeted with state-spon-
sored spyware.

NSO Group claims that their
technology is exclusively sold to gov-
ernments, which is broadly consis-
tent with past findings by research
groups and investigative journalists.
The researchers believe that this op-
eration is the work of a governmental
Pegasus customer.

Neither Access Now nor the
technical partners at the Citizen Lab
and Amnesty International conclu-
sively link this Pegasus hacking to a
specific governmental operator. The
targeting occurred during the
Azerbaijan-Armenia conflict, and the
Armenia spyware victims’ work and
the timing of the targeting strongly
suggest that the conflict was the
reason for the targeting.

Substantial evidence exists,
meanwhile, to suggest that Azerbaijan
is a Pegasus customer, and the tar-
gets would have been of intense inter-
est to Azerbaijan, the report says.

Pegasus has been used exten-
sively in Azerbaijan to target a wide
range of journalists, civil society and
political opposition figures. The Pe-
gasus Project revealed that over
1,000 Azerbaijani numbers were se-
lected for targeting by a Pegasus
government customer. Amnesty
International’s Security Lab has since
forensically confirmed that at least
five members of Azerbaijani civil so-
ciety had their devices infected with
Pegasus between 2019 and 2021.
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Live Greek Music Dinner Dance Party _

Saturday
June 03, 2023

7:30 PM

let the music take you to Greece

Live Music With Famous Singer

Takis Kokotas and his Band

LIVE DJ ELITE

D ATHENA restaurant
§ 933 N. Brand Blvd.
Glendale, CA. 91202

Donation $150

for tickets please call or text :
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ARMENIAN
EDUCATIONAL
BENEVOLENT UNION

AEBU
PROGRAM

All eligible undergraduate
students of Armenian descent
are invited to apply.
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SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
Through June 30, 2023
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To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG

6263447321

AEBU S5CHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE

1060 North Allen Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91104
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