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7w SUNDAY, AUGUST 27,2023

Starting at 5:00 pm

DE LUXE BANQUET HALL
237 East Olive Avenue
Burbank, CA 91502

o \ Reserve your tickets by August 11, 2023
e Call: 62643447321
Email: info@aebu.org

To donate, please visit us at
www.AEBU.org/donate

or send your checks to:
AEBU Scholarship Fund Committee
1060 North Allen Avenue « Pasadena, CA 91104

Ticket price: $150
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Congressman Adam Schiff’s Asks President
Joe Biden to Personally Call Aliyev to End
Artsakh Blockade

WASHINGTON, DC — Con-
gressman Adam Schiff has called on
U.S. President Joe Biden to person-
ally call Azerbaijani President [lham
Aliyev and urge him to end the block-
ade of Lachin Corridor.

In a letter, the Congressman
called on President Biden to warn
Aliyev that there will be conse-
quences, including the implementa-
tion of sanctions, visa restrictions,
and cutting off U.S. foreign assis-
tance, should the blockade continue.

In his letter Schiff asked Presi-

dent Biden to:

-Convene an emergency ses-
sion of the UN Security Council
(UNSC) on the crisis in Artsakh
while the United States holds the
presidency. This situation aligns with
our country’s intention to focus this
session on combating food insecu-
rity and defending human rights and
is an urgent matter demanding UNSC
attention.

-Direct the U.S. Mission to the

Continued on page 2

Diplomatic Tensions Arise as Azerbaijan
Criticizes Spain’s Humanitarian Aid to
Artsakh Armenians

Official Baku
has condemned the
Spanish govern-
ment for its “unac-
ceptable” decision
to “support a sepa-
ratistregime estab- |
lished by Armenia
on the sovereign
territory of
Azerbaijan.”

The criticism
came after Madrid
announced its hu-
manitarian assis-
tance to residents

W ook

Accion humanit

S 3
aria junto a la ONG Accion

of Nagorno-
Karabakh, whose
president appealed
to the international d

community last week to prevent the
starvation of the region. It has been
under a de facto blockade imposed by
Azerbaijan for months.

In a post on its Twitter account,
Spain’s embassy in Russia stated that
the Spanish Agency for International
Development Cooperation (AECID) had
decided to provide support to a thou-
sand people displaced from Nagorno-
Karabakh to Armenia. The embassy
wrote, “The AECID is activating its

contra el Hambre pa'ra asistir a 1.000 |

personas desplazadas en Armenia | &

humanitarian action ‘Acontraclhambre’
(“Action Against Hunger’) to aid 1,000
people in Armenia who have been dis-
placed due to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. A total of 250 families will
receive financial, psychological, and
social assistance.”

Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
spokesman Aykhan Hajizade responded

Continued on page4

Leading International Legal Expert Warns of
Armenian Genocide in Artsakh

There is an ongoing Genocide against 120,000 Armenians living in
Nagorno-Karabakh, also known as Artsakh.

Luis Moreno Ocampo, a promi-
nent global authority on international
law, has released a document titled
“Armenian Genocide of 2023.” In this
report, he raises a red flag about the
imminent threat of a genocide by means
of starvation that looms over the
120,000 ethnic Armenians who inhabit
the Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) re-
giondueto the actions of the Azerbaijani
dictatorship. Ocampo is appealing to
the United Nations Security Council to
pass on the matter to the International
Criminal Court, an institution he helmed
as its first prosecutor from 2003 to
2012.

The report (which can be read
here) has also been delivered to the
President of Artsakh, Arayik
Harutyunyan, to Armenia’s Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations Mher
Margaryan, and to the Armenian For-
eign Ministry in Yerevan.

“The blockade of the Lachin
Corridor by Azerbaijan impedes ac-
cess to food, medical supplies, and
other essentials,” the report stated.
Since the blockade is clearly directed a
particular ethnic group and risks star-

vation, it “should be considered a Geno-
cide.”

“You will find no crematoria in
Artsakh, nor machetes, but Genocide
by starvation is no less devastating for
being silent,” Ocampo stated. “It was
the same deadly method used against
Armenians in 1915, against Poles and
Jews in 1939, and against the people of
Srebrenica in 1993. And unless we
intervene right now, we’ll have a Geno-

Continued on page3

Yerevan Refutes Baseless Azerbaijani
Allegations of Armenian Troop Buildup and
Military Hardware Deployment Along Border

YEREVAN — Military authori-
ties in Yerevan have disproved a state-
ment made in Baku about an alleged
concentration of a large number of
Armenian troops and military hard-
ware near the border with Azerbaijan.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry said
on Monday that the statement of
Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs to that account did not corre-
spond to the facts.

“The statement released by
Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs claiming that the Armed Forces
of the Republic of Armenia have con-
centrated a large number of weapons,
military equipment, and personnel near
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border does
not correspond to reality”, the Arme-

nian Defense Ministry said in a state-
ment.

“In addition, regarding another
false allegation mentioned in the state-
ment of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of Azerbaijan, the Ministry of
Defense of the Republic of Armenia
once again declares that the Republic
of Armenia does not have an army in
Nagorno-Karabakh”. Read the state-
ment.

Official Baku stated, in particu-
lar, that “armed forces of Armenia
illegally stationed on the territory of
Azerbaijan have intensified military
engineering works and other military
activities in recent weeks”, and “in

Continued on page3
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EU Border Monitors in Armenia Come Under
Azerbaijani Gunfire

YEREVAN — The European
Union’s border monitoring mission in
Armenia on August 15 confirmed that
there had been gunfire in the area of
one of'its patrols along the border with
Azerbaijan.

“We confirm thatan EU monitor-
ing mission patrol was present at the
shooting incident in our area of re-
sponsibility,” EU Mission in Armenia
(EUMA) said on X, formerly known as
Twitter. The post, which corrected a
previous statement saying no EUMA
patrol had been a target of shooting,
also said no mission member had been
hurt.

The statement came after Arme-
niasaid Azerbaijan’s military had opened
fire on the observers monitoring the
border between the two countries.

A video clip circulating in TG-
channels shows an EU observer who
being at one of the positions, talks
about the shelling of the Azerbaijani
armed forces, indicating, among other
things, the direction.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
said the shooting took place as EU
observers patrolled the village of Verin
Shorzha, about 6 kilometers from the
border. It also said there were no
casualties.

11 Killed in Minibus-Truck Collision in
Armenia

YEREVAN
— At least 11
people werekilled
and nine others
injured in an over-
night collision of jg
a passenger mini- |
bus and a truck in
Armenia.

Service of f
Armenia’s Interior
Ministry said the |
collision occurred
on the 90th kilo-
meter of the Yerevan-Gyumri highway
just after midnight on August 14.

It said a Volkswagen van carry-
ing passengers collided with a ZIL
truck on the section near the village of
Lanjik.

Six people injured in the crash
were hospitalized in Gyumri, a local
medical center said, adding that one
patient was later transferred to a hos-
pital in Yerevan.

Deputy director of the Gyumri
Medical Center Armen Khachatryan told
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service that the
five patients were in a critical condition
and their lives were in danger.

The Health Ministry later said
that one person hospitalized in Yerevan
was also in a serious condition, while
three others taken to a medical center
in the Armenian capital had sustained
only lightinjuries and were discharged
from the clinic shortly after they had
been examined and received treatment.

According to relatives of the vic-
tims, they were returning from Turkey
where they had visited historical Ar-
menian sites.

Investigators were reportedly
working on the scene early on Monday
to establish the circumstances of the
traffic collision. No other information
was reported immediately.

The Investigation Committee said
later criminal proceedings had been
instituted in connection with the case.

Meanwhile, Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan expressed con-
dolences to the families of all victims
stating that he was shocked by the
news of the tragic car.

“Theissue of road safety is among
the priorities of the government’s
agenda. Due to the ever-increasing
number of cars, in 2022 the number of
traffic accident victims decreased com-
pared to 2021,” PM Pashinyan said
said in a Facebook post.

“According to preliminary infor-
mation, the two cars involved in the
accident in Shirak province had both a
technical inspection certificate and an
insurance contract, the drivers had
valid driving licenses. Investigation will
give answers to the rest of the ques-
tions,” he added.

August 19, 2023

U.S. Senate Staff Members Visit Site of
Stranded Armenian Aid Convoy in Syunik

KORNIDZOR —A delegation led
by Sarah Arkin and Damian Murphy,
representatives of the staff of the U.S.
Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
visited the site in Armenia’s southern
Syunik province where an Armenian
truck convoy carrying humanitarian
aid to Nagorno-Karabakh has been
stranded for nearly two weeks. The
delegation was sent by Senator Robert
Menendez.

On August 7, Arkin and Murphy
traveled to Syunik and Vayots Dzor
to receive first-hand information
about the security situation near the
border. They met with EU Monitor-
ing Mission Head Markus Ritter in
Yeghegnadzor and with Syunik gov-
ernor Robert Ghukasyan near Tegh
where he briefed the delegation on
the ongoing Lachin corridor block-
age and the impact it has had on
hundreds of separated families.

The delegation also visited the
village of Kornidzor and witnessed the
closed Lachin Corridor and absence of
traffic.

The U.S. Senate representatives
also inspected the Armenian humani-
tarian convoy which is unable to enter
the Lachin Corridor and deliver emer-
gency aid to the people of Nagorno-

Karabakh.

A convoy of 19 Armenian trucks
carrying emergency food aid to
Nagorno-Karabakh was stopped on
July 26 near Kornidzor at the ap-
proaches to an Azerbaijani checkpoint
at the entrance to the Lachin corridor,
the only road connecting Armenia with
Nagorno-Karabakh. It now awaits ap-
proval to access the region that has
seen severe shortages of basic food-
stuffs and other essentials due to
Azerbaijan’sillegal blockade.

The United States, the European
Union, Russia and other international
actors have urged Azerbaijan to allow
humanitarian supplies to Nagorno-
Karabakh via the Lachin corridor.
Azerbaijan’s blockade of the Lachin
corridor is a violation of the Moscow-
brokered 2020 ceasefire agreement that
placed the five-kilometer-wide strip of
land connecting Nagorno-Karabakh
with Armenia solely under the control
of Russian peacekeepers.

So far the stranded Armenian aid
convoy in Kornidzor has been visited
by representatives of diplomatic corps
and ambassadors accredited to Arme-
nia, representatives of the United Na-
tions office, as well as representatives
of international NGOs.

Congressman Adam Schiff’s Asks President
Joe Biden to Personally Call Aliyev

Continued frompage 1

UN to lead a UN Security Council
resolution calling on Azerbaijan to
immediately comply with the orders
of the International Court of Justice,
providing for the deployment of a
team of UN experts to Artsakh to
gather information and produce an
independent report on the human
rights and humanitarian situation,
and sanction Azerbaijan for its fla-
grant violations of international law
and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

-Direct USAID and the Depart-
ment of Defense to assess options
for the United States to assist in the
delivery of aid to Artsakh by land or
airlift to prevent the very real threat
of starvation and avoid the prevent-
able deaths of innocent civilians.

-Personally call Aliyev and urge
him to lift the blockade. Warn him
that there will be consequences, in-
cluding the implementation of sanc-

tions, visa restrictions, and cutting
off U.S. foreign assistance, should
the blockade continue. Many of us in
Congress believe that Azerbaijan should
have been cut off from U.S aid a long
time ago. I stand ready to provide any
support to your Administration’s ef-
forts to address this crisis, including
facilitating a meeting between your
administration and national Armenian
community stakeholders who can share
first — hand accounts of the cata-
strophic situation in Artsakh.

"Wehave pledged “never again,”
Mr. President, but today the people
of Artsakh face the real threat of
ethnic cleansing and genocide at the
hands of an autocratic Azerbaijani
regime. Mr. President, you have
been on the right side of history,
have spoken truth to power, and
now is the time to uphold this pledge
and stand with the people of Artsakh
and stop another Armenian Geno-
cide from occurring". Schiff said in
his letter.
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Wyndham Hotels to Build
New Hotel Complexes in Armenia
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Armenia, Iran Extend Natural Gas for
Electricity Swap Deal Until 2030

YEREVAN -- The world's larg-
est American hotel chain, Wyndham
Hotels & Resorts, is set to construct
hotel complexes in Armenia named
Wyndham Tsaghkadzor, Ramada Plaza
by Wyndham, Wyndham Garden, and
Wyndham Grand Residences.

The Wyndham Hotel Group has
outlined plans for a 150-room hotel
complex capable of accommodating
498 guests. The total area of the project
will span 22,005 square meters, with
an estimated investment of around 30
million US dollars.

The endeavor is projected to gen-
erate 380 new employment opportuni-
ties. The inauguration of the hotel com-
plex is scheduled for December 2025,
according to Sergey Yegorov, the
Wyndham Hotel Group's Development
Director for Israel, Central Asia, and
CIS countries.

The presence of the "Wyndham
Hotels & Resorts" brand in the Arme-
nian market is expected to bolster the
recent trends in tourism development,

particularly catering to tourists who
seek high-class and luxury vacations.
This project paves the way for fresh
prospects in the advancement of the
country's economy, tourism sector,
and hotel industry. The inaugural
project, Wyndham Tsaghkadzor, is
destined to hold its own amidst the
array of hotels in Tsaghkadzor.

Wyndham Hotels & Resorts
stands as one of the world's largest and
most technologically advanced hotel
chains, boasting a presence of 9,200
hotels in 80 countries across 22 distinc-
tive brands. Wyndham encompasses
virtually every segment of the lodging
market, ranging from luxury establish-
ments to budget-friendly accommoda-
tions, including motels. Some of the
most renowned brands under its um-
brella include Wyndham, Wingate by
Wyndham, Hawthorn Suites, Ramada,
Knights Inn and AmeriHost Inn, Days
Inn, Super 8, Baymont Inn & Suites,
Microtel Inns and Suites, Travelodge,
Howard Johnson, and Dolce.

11th International Conference on the Analysis
of Images, Social Networks, and Texts

AUA

AIST 2023

September 29th - 30th

American University of Armenia
40 Marshal Baghramyan Ave.
Yerevan, 0019 Armenia

YEREVAN— American Univer-
sity of Armenia (AUA) will hostAIST-
2023, the 11th International Scientific
Conference on the Analysis of Images,
Social Networks, and Texts, from
September 28th to 30th.

Researchers, practitioners, and
computer scientists from both Armenia
and abroad, with a shared interest in
data science and a focus on cutting-
edge data analysis and machine learning
techniques encompassing image and
text processing, network data analysis,
and more, will gather under one roofto
share expertise and extend discussion
around their field of research.

The research works will be from

the fields of:

— Natural Language Processing

— Computer Vision

— Data Analysis and Machine
Learning

— Network Analysis

— Theoretical Machine Learning
and Optimization

To register and attend one of the
biggest international conferences of
the year, secure your spot now at:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
664697717767

For additional insights into the
conference and to explore compre-
hensive information at: https://
aistconf.org/

YEREVAN — Armenia and Iran
on Thursday signed an agreement to
extend the term of the “natural gas for
electricity” program by four years and
increase its volumes.

The new agreement was signed
at Armenia’s Ministry of Territorial
Administration and Infrastructure be-
tween Aram Ghazaryan, Director Gen-
eral of Yerevan’s Thermal Power Plant,
and Majid Chegeni, Deputy Minister of
Oil of Iran and Director of the Islamic
Republic’s National Gas Company.

Armenian Minister of Economic
and Technological Development Gnel
Sanosyan congratulated the parties on
the extension of the agreement, em-
phasizing that it is “one of the best
manifestations of Armenian-Iranian
friendly relations.”

“The extension of the agreement
is a profitable deal for both countries.

With the extension of this agreement it
is possible to increase gas imports and
electricity exports, which will defi-
nitely have a positive effect on the
economic development of both coun-
tries,” he said, according to an official
press release.

Chegeni, in his turn, reportedly
stressed that the new agreement will
“give a new impetus to the develop-
ment of Armenian-Iranian relations.”

Since 2009, Armenia has been
importing natural gas from Iran and
turning it into electricity at a local
thermal power plant, supplying it back
to Iran. The surplus of electricity ob-
tained from one cubic meter of natural
gas has remained in Armenia.

Under this scheme, the term of
the agreement was to expire in 2026.
With the agreement signed today, the
period has been extended until 2030.

Diplomatic Tensions Arise

Continued frompage 1

by saying, “Baku strongly condemns
this unconstructive approach. It is
perplexing to observe a country com-
bating separatism on its own territory
while endorsing separatism in other
countries. Spain’s support for the ille-
gal separatist regime established by
Armenia on the sovereign territory of
Azerbaijan is unacceptable. We firmly
denounce this unconstructive ap-
proach.”

Spain did not provide an imme-
diate response to this criticism. Later
on Tuesday, Azerbaijan’s Foreign
Ministry summoned Spain’s charge
d’affaires in the country regarding
the matter.

Amid severe shortages of basic
foodstuffs, medical supplies, and fuel
experienced by Nagorno-Karabakh’s
Armenians, Armenia officially asked
the United Nations Security Council

last Friday to convene an emergency
meeting about the worsening humani-
tarian situation in the region.

Spanish Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, European Union, and Coopera-
tion Jose Manuel Albares Bueno was
among the top foreign diplomats with
whom Armenian Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan held phone conversa-
tions over the past several days to
address the deteriorating humanitarian
situation in Nagorno-Karabakh due to
the Azerbaijani blockade.

During his conversation with
Bueno, Mirzoyan reportedly stressed
“the gravity ofthe situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh and the absence of essential
medical care resulting from the com-
plete blockade of the Armenian-popu-
lated region since June 15, particularly
affecting sensitive groups such as
30,000 children, 20,000 elderly indi-
viduals, and 9,000 persons with dis-
abilities.”

Yerevan Refutes Azerbaijani Allegations

Continued frompage 1

recent days, a large amount of weap-
ons, military equipment and personnel
of the armed forces of Armenia have
been accumulating along the un-de-
marcated border with Azerbaijan.”
At the same time, Azerbaijan’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs claimed
that “Armenia has not stopped its ter-
ritorial claims against Azerbaijan and
its verbal recognition of the territorial

integrity of Azerbaijan differs from its
actions.”

“Azerbaijan reserves the right to
defend its sovereignty and territorial
integrity,” the ministry underscored.

Meanwhile, the Armenian Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs also described
the Azerbaijani statement as
disinformation. “The spread of such
false information indicates Azerbaijan’s
intention to escalate the situation in the
region,” it charged in a statement.
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AMAA 104th Annual Banquet to Honor
the Legacy of Edward Avedisian

By PHYLLIS DOHANIAN

As children we were often asked
what we wanted to be when we grew
up. The answers usually spread across
a wide range of fantasies - the presi-
dent, a princess, or even an astronaut.

Fortunately for the Armenian
community, one young man in
Pawtucket, Rhode Island dreamed a
very different dream. Observing his
parents’ words and many selfless deeds
reaching out to care for the needy,
Edward Avedisian embarked upon a
lifetime of helping others. Through
many years of helping his own com-
munity, Ed developed a vision of how
best to impact the well-being of Arme-
nians into an action plan which would
play a pivotal role for the future of
Armenia. By providing the poorest and
most deprived of children in Yerevan
with the highest quality education from
pre-kindergarten through secondary
school at no cost, Ed wished to em-
power them to lift themselves to a level
where they could not only obtain a
good job, but also raise their own
families within Armenia, assist other
neighbors inneed, and uplift their com-
munity and country.

A drafty and derelict building in
Yerevan was the perfect place for Ed
and his wife Pamela to make his dream
areality. In Melanya Geghamyan, prin-
cipal of the Avedisian School from its
inception, he found the perfect part-
ner. Melanya listened as Ed told any-
one who was within earshot that a true
Armenian patriot should see the future
of Armenia in an educated generation
and should give the nation educated
children. Melanya worked diligently
day and night to make this shared
mantra a reality.

Beginning in 1999 with kindergar-
ten, adding one grade with each suc-
cessive year with a middle school and a
high school to follow and then, in con-
junction with AUA, a university educa-
tion for those eager children with the
drive and skills to work hard to capture
the future, the Khoren and Shooshanig
Avedisian School came to be.

Providing the highest quality edu-
cation to these young people was only
one part of Ed’s vision. Ed’s dream
alsoincluded working tirelessly to build
the first LEED building in Armenia,
introducing a more ecologically sound
construction standard by finding and
educating Armenia’s construction lead-
ers as they built a facility with signifi-

cantly reduced operating costs. The
Avedisian School continues its growth
with a greenhouse, each of which
provides a strong future for Armenia.

Ed walked the school grounds,
listened to the teachers, met with the
students, and observed the needs of
the community and Armenia on every
visit. Quietly, humbly, but tenaciously,
Ed continued to expand upon his origi-
nal vision, considering what the next
project should be to continue address-
ing vital needs of Armenia and be an
inspiration for young people currently
pondering what their own dreams will
be for the benefit of all Armenians.

Armenian Evangelicalshavealong
tradition supporting education. In our
historic Homeland, in the Near East,
wherever our ancestors settled in
Diaspora, we have planted schools near
our churches to help our Armenian
community grow ever stronger which
has proved to be a blessing to us all.

Speaking at the Avedisian School
graduation this June, Pamela Avedisian
reminded the graduates, their families
and all the students and teachers present
of the pride she and Ed shared in
celebrating the personal successes of
each Avedisian student and graduate.
“Itis deeply gratifying knowing all Ed
and I have contributed has impacted
the lives of somany..., and our projects
will further impact Armenia for de-
cades to come. [ hope that all of you
get to the point where you can give
back, as enriching the lives of others is
what it is all about.”

Together we have rejoiced with
Ed and Pamela in each success of the
Avedisian School. Today we share the
opportunity of fulfilling the last stage
of Ed Avedisian’s dream, that we honor
his memory and vision by continuing
to support the Avedisian School so it
may continue to be a beacon of excep-
tional education serving the needs of
our children and Armenia.

Berj Karazian, a distinguished and
Honored Artistof Armenia, amajor Solo-
ist of the Yerevan National Academic
Operaand Ballet Theater will perform the
musical selections during the Banquet.
This celebrated outstanding tenor,
Karazian, has performedall over the world
in famous concert halls of more than 25
countries. Karazian will be accompanied
by Soprano Armine Vardanyan, an es-
teemed artist who recently had her debut
in Carnegie Hall, and in the Opera Magic
Flute as the Queen of Night in Opera
America of New York.
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Garin Hovannisian’s Magical Special
“City of Cards” is Now Available to
Stream for Free Globally

The Armenian American writer,
filmmaker, and illusionist Garin
Hovannisian has made a surprise free
release of his magic special City of
Cards. Early reviews are hailing the
32-minute film as “the best magic
special of the year” (LA Weekly) and
its creator “a new kind of magician —
philosophical, poetic, provocative—an
emerging visionary for our time” (The
Jerusalem Post).

Equal parts travel show, magic
special, and experimental film, City of
Cards invites viewers to join a tour of
Yerevan, the capital of Armenia. But
thisisn’tan ordinary tour. Hovannisian,
who was born in Los Angeles but has
lived in Yerevan since childhood, is in
pursuit not of architecture and cuisine,
but of secrets, symbols, superstitions,
and the mysterious idea of chakatagir
— the Armenian word for “destiny,”
which translates literally into “the writ-
ing on the forehead.”

As he uncovers the secrets of the
city, Hovannisian creates and performs
original illusions inspired by them. In
the course of the film, he reads minds,
finds fortunes in coffee cups, and
hypnotizes live audience members. You
can watch City of Cards at
hovannisian.com/cityofcards

Garin Hovannisian is a writer,
filmmaker, and illusionist who lives in
Yerevan, Armenia. He is the author of
Family of Shadows and has written for

The New York Times, Los Angeles
Times, and The Atlantic.

Garin’s films include 1915
(2015), which won Armenia’s top film
prize; I Am Not Alone (TIFF 2019), an
official selection of the European Film
Awards, IDA Award nominee, and
winner of AFI Fest and DOC NYC;
Truth to Power (Tribeca 2020); and
Invisible Republic (GAIFF 2022). He
produces his films through Avalanche
Entertainment, a production company
he founded with Alec Mouhibian.

His forthcoming films Nowhere
and City of Cards — along with his
series Magic Stories — reflect his new
work as a magician, hypnotist, and
illusion artist. Learn more about his
work and subscribe to Magic Stories
at hovannisian.com

Garin is also the founder of the
arts foundation Creative Armenia and
the incubator Artbox, through which
he discovers, develops, and champi-
ons emerging artists.

City of Cards is directed, writ-
ten, and edited by Garin Hovannisian;
produced by Garin Hovannisian and
Alec Mouhibian; and associate pro-
duced by Anush Ter-Khachatryan. The
magic special features cinematogra-
phy by Suren Tadevosyan, ACG, origi-
nal score by Van Sarkissian, sound
design by Lucien Palmer, CAS, pro-
duction design by Tigran Asaturov,
and visual effects by Vasil Shahbazyan.

Leading International Legal Expert Warns

Continued from page 1

cide on our hands by year’s end.”

Ocampo, who began his leg-
endary career by helping to liberate
his native Argentina from military
dictatorship, based his findings in
the report on Article II(c) of the
Genocide Convention, which rules
that “deprivation of food, medical
care, shelter or clothing” constituted
genocide. These conditions, the re-
port ascertains, are currently being
met in Artsakh. The report also ref-
erences a recent ruling by the Inter-
national Court of Justice that found
“a real and imminent risk” to the
“health and life” of the Armenians
there.

The report calls for two urgent
and immediate measures: Lifting the
Azerbaijani blockade in order to re-
establish the provision of essential

supplies to the area, and offering
negotiated solutions to the territorial
dispute. It also says that “it would be
necessary to open a criminal investi-
gation immediately, adopting a UN
Security Council Resolution refer-
ring to the International Criminal
Court the situation of the Lachin
Corridor and Nagorno-Karabakh.”

Prior to the release of the report,
on July 31, Ocampo wrote to
Azerbaijan’s authoritarian president,
Ilham Aliyev, demanding explanations
and cautioning that the report was
imminent. He did not receive a reply.

The tensions in the area come in
the wake of a 2020 war launched by
Azeri dictator Aliyev, in which
Azerbaijan invaded much of the area
that had been under self-government,
displacing tens of thousands and des-
ecrating Armenian heritage sites in the
captured areas.
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Trip Includes

Transportation in Armenia

6 lunches/2 dinners

Entrance fee to all sightseeing destinations

33,099 per person

with flight

Guided Trip Led by
Norayr Daduryan

Roundtrip airfare from LAX via Lufthansa Airlines

Hotel accommodation at Marriott Hotel (double occupancy)

Single Occupancy available for an additional $600

31,6 99 per person

land only

Blessing of Holy |
Oil at Etchmiadzin ¢ |

2023

2N
” -

Ve

AUTUMN TRIP TO ARMENIA
SEPT25-0CT5 A

Book Now
(626) 660-9443
norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2023

STARTING AT 11:00AM
VERDUGO PARK / GLENDALE

1621 CANADA BLVD, GLENDALE, CA 91208

ORGANIZED BY
NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

ARMENIAN FREE

unpSee ' ART

u2us EXHIBITION

To reserve your vendor booth, please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
2bp YpwywlbGpp wwywhndGint hwidwp, hGnwéw)bbgkp Lnp UGpniln Uhniphtl

(818) 391-7938




