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PM Pashinyan Addresses EU Parliament:
Democracy in Armenia is Under Attack

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
addressed the European Parliament’s
legislative body on Tuesday vowing to
defend Armenia's democracy and con-
tinue peace process with Azerbaijan.

In his speech, Pashinyan ex-
pressed his staunch defence of demo-
cratic principles against the backdrop
of the multifaceted crises Armenia has
been confronted with in recent years,
particularly highlighting the turbulent
aftermath of the 2020-2021 war and
border conflict with Azerbaijan. He
sought to defy those claiming that
Armenia is suffering because it is a
democracy, instead saying that his
country would be paralysed and lose
its independence and sovereignty if it
was not democratic.

“Democracy in Armenia ... con-
tinues to receive strong blows that

follow an almost exactly repeated sce-
nario: foreign aggression, then the in-
action of Armenia's security allies, then
attempts to use the war or the humani-
tarian situation or external security threats
to subvert Armenia's democracy and
sovereignty by inciting internal instabil-
ity with hybrid techniques directed by
external forces,” he said.

Pashinyan pointed to Azerbaijan’s
September 19-20 military offensive in
Karabakh which caused a mass exo-
dus of the region’s ethnic Armenian
population, he said that Baku did so in
“fulfilment of its long-standing policy
of'ethnic cleansing”. He also described
the horrible humanitarian situation cre-
ated by Azerbaijan’s long blockade of
the Lachin corridor and offered a sharp

Continued on page4

Armenia, India Consider Transit Cargo
Transportation Through the Port of Mumbai

Armenian Deputy Minister of Fi-
nance Narek Teryan met with Rajiv
Jalota, Chairman of the Mumbai Port
Authority (MbPA) and Indian Ports
Association, within the framework of
India’s Global Maritime Summit in
Mumbeai.

The meeting was also attended
by Armenia’s Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary to India
Vahagn Afyan and Armenia’s Trade

Attaché to Iran Vardan Kostanyan.

During the meeting, Rajiv Jalota
presented the capacities of the port.
The parties discussed issues related to
transit cargo transportation through
the port of Mumbai. An agreement
was reached on practical steps in that
direction, as well as on possible coop-
eration in a tripartite format.

The deputy minister also visited
the exhibition stands.

U.S. Denies Warning of Azeri Attack
On Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC—The U.S.
State Department has denied a media
report saying that Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has not ruled out the
possibility that Azerbaijan will invade
Armenia in the coming weeks.

The U.S. news website Politico
reported on Friday that Blinken made
that clear in an October 3 phone call
with several pro-Armenian U.S. law-
makers. It cited two unnamed “people
familiar with the conversation.”

“The reporting in this article is
inaccurate and in no way reflects
what Secretary Blinken said to law-
makers,” the State Department
spokesman, Matthew Miller, told
Armenia’s Armenpress news agency
on Sunday.

“The United States strongly sup-
ports Armenia’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. We have stressed that

Continued on page4

Armenian Government Evacuates
Citizens from Israel

YEREVAN — A first group of
149 people was evacuated from Israel
to Armenia on Monday on a special
flight organized by the Armenian gov-
ernment.

The chartered flight landed at
Yerevan’s Zvartnots airport just over a
week after Hamas launched its sur-
prise attack from the Gaza Strip, reig-
niting the conflict in the Middle East.

The evacuees included not only
Armenian nationals but also ethnic
Armenian citizens of Israel and other
foreign countries.

“I live and work here, it’s my
children who live there [in Israel],”
one of them, a middle-aged woman
from Yerevan, told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian Service at Zvartnots. “I was al-
ways going to come back. [ went there
for a few days.”

“Iworked at auniversity there on
a one-year contract,” said another,
younger woman. “It’s not clear what
is going to happen there next. Things
may escalate, get even worse. That is
why returning to Armenia is a safer
option.”

The Armenian Embassy in Tel
Aviv began registering people for the
first repatriation flight last week. The
Foreign Ministry in Yerevan indicated
later on Monday that it could arrange
more flights if necessary.

“We can also inform that as of
now there have been no reports of
Armenian citizens or ethnic Armenians
being among victims of the hostili-
ties,” the ministry said in a statement.

Other countries have also evacu-
ated their citizens from Israel due to
the escalating conflict.
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French Defense Minister Says Selling Defensive
Weapons to Armenia is on the Agenda

PARIS -- French Defense Minis-
ter Sébastien Lecornu has said he will
be in contact with Armenian Defense
Minister Suren Papikyan to finalize
operational and concrete measures,
French Ambassador to Armenia Olivier
Decottignies informs.

“I will be in contact next week
with the Armenian Minister of Defense
to finalize operational and concrete
measures. France stands by Arme-
nia,” Minister Lecornu said at during
the discussions of the 2024 defense
budget at the Senate.

"The head of state (President
Emmanuel Macron-ed.) has clearly
defined that our agenda is the sale of
defensive weapons, because our dis-
cussions with Armenia are about that.
I will not say more about what weap-
ons we are talking about to avoid
pressure, so that all this can be done,
but some weapons can be highly de-

fensive and primarily serve to protect
lives and ensure the security of Arme-
nia," Lecornu said.

Speaking alongside Armenian
Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan ear-
lier this month, French FM Catherine
Colonna said “Paris has agreed to sign
contracts on delivery of military equip-
ment to Armenia.”

“France has given its agreement
to the conclusion of future contracts
with Armenia which will allow the
delivery of military equipment to Ar-
menia so that it can ensure its de-
fense,” she told reporters after talks
with Ararat Mirzoyan.

France’s top diplomat declined
to provide any details.

“I can’t give many details. If I
have to go a little further, know that
there are things that were already agreed
between Armenia and France and that
are in progress,” Colonna said.

34 Countries Call on UNHRC to Investigate
Violations of Rights of Armenian Population
of Nagorno-Karabakh

GENEVA —In ajoint statement
issued at the 54th session of the UN
Human Rights Council held in Geneva
on October 11, 34 countries expressed
deep concern over the grave humani-
tarian and human rights crisis in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The joint statement was deliv-
ered by Ambassador Christine Toudic,
Deputy Permanent Representative of
Franceto the UN Office in Geneva. It
reads as follows:

“We are extremely concerned by
the dire humanitarian and human rights
crisis in Nagorno-Karabakh and the
situation of the population who have
fled from there in the past weeks.

According to the report of the
UN Mission to the region, nearly the
entire ethnic Armenian population of
Nagorno-Karabakh has fled to Arme-
nia — more than 100,000 people. Their
report rightly notes the suffering this
experience must have caused.

This massive displacement of
ethnic Armenians from their homes
stems from Azerbaijan’s military op-
eration launched on September 19th
and a nine-month long blockage of the
Lachin corridor leading to dire hu-

manitarian conditions.

We appreciate that High Com-
missioner Turk’s statement of Sep-
tember 26 urged safeguarding the rights
of ethnic Armenians, protection of
civilians, and observance of interna-
tional law. We wholly agree that “re-
ported violations of human rights or
international humanitarian law require
follow-up, including prompt, indepen-
dent and transparent investigations.”

We believe the appropriate next
step is for the OHCHR to closely moni-
tor the situation of human rights in
Nagorno-Karabakh, meet refugees and
displaced persons and those who re-
main, and to keep this Council in-
formed. We therefore urge Armenia
and Azerbaijan to invite the OHCHR to
provide them with such technical as-
sistance as soon as possible.

At this time, we urge Azerbaijan
to ensure the rights and security of
those Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians
who remain and to promptly create
conditions for the voluntary, safe, dig-
nified and sustainable return of those
who wish to go home. Their cultural
and religious heritage should also be
guaranteed and protected.

October 21, 2023

Pope Francis Urges Respect and Protection
of Armenian Churches in Nagorno Karabakh

THE VATICAN — Speaking at
the conclusion of the Sunday Angelus,
Pope Francis renewed his concern
about the grave humanitarian crisis in
Nagorno-Karabakh affecting displaced
people in the South Caucasus region,
Vaticsn News reports.

“My concern for the crisis in
Nagorno-Karabakh has not waned. In
addition to the humanitarian situation
of the displaced people — which is
serious — [ would also like to make a
special appeal for the protection of the
monasteries and places of worship in
the region”. The Pope noted in his
cermon.

“I hope that, starting with the
Authorities and all the inhabitants, they
can be respected and protected as part
of the local culture, expressions of

faith and a sign of a fraternity that
makes it possible to live together de-
spite differences”. The Pope concluded.

Armenian, Iranian Foreign Ministers
Discuss Regional Developments,
Armenian-Iranian Bilateral Agenda
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On October 17, Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Armenia Ararat
Mirzoyan had a telephone conversa-
tion with Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Islamic Republic of Iran on the latter's
initiative, the foreign ministry said ina
readout.

During the telephone conver-
sation, the issues of cooperation in

the directions and formats discussed
at the level of the heads of the two
countries, as well as the work on
promoting the Armenian-Iranian bi-
lateral agenda were touched upon.
During the telephone conversa-
tion, the sides exchanged views on
the current situation in the South
Caucasus and the Middle East.

We further urge Azerbaijan to
comply with the interim measures is-
sued by the European Court of Human
Rights on 22 September and the provi-
sional measures of the ICJ adopted on
7 December 2021, 22 February 2023
and 6 July 2023.

We urge Armenia, with the sup-
port of the international community, to
continue to provide humanitarian assis-
tance to those displaced by the crisis.

International access to Nagorno-
Karabakh is crucial to provide assis-
tance and independent monitoring, in-
cluding to report on the human rights
situation.

Furthermore, the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of both Armenia

and Azerbaijan should be fully re-
spected. We strongly support dialogue
among all parties to secure a compre-
hensive and lasting peace.

We will continue to follow the
situation closely and consider any and
all appropriate further steps by the
Council.’

The list of signatory countries:
Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, [celand, Ireland, Japan, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malta, Netherlands, New Zecaland,
Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United
Kingdom, United States, Uruguay.
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Armenian Community of Pasadena Unites for
Solidarity Vigil, March and Rally for Artsakh

PASADENA, CA—Inapowerful
display of unity and support, the Ar-
menian community of Pasadena and
the greater San Gabriel valley is set to
organize a vigil, march, and rally to
stand in solidarity with Artsakh and the
various challenges faced by its people.
This momentous gathering, set to take
place on Friday, October 20, 2023,
will begin at Pasadena’s Memorial Park
Armenian Genocide Memorial at 6 pm
and conclude at Pasadena’s City Hall
in Centennial Square.

Artsakh, a region of historical
and cultural significance and historical
to the Armenian people, has been the
site of conflict and strife for many
years due to the Azerbaijani dictator-
ships policy of ethnic cleansing of
Armenians in the region. The Arme-
nian community of Southern Califor-
nia has been closely following the de-
velopments in Artsakh and Armenia.

The vigil, march, and rally serve
as a collective response to express
support and solidarity for the people of
Artsakh. The event is expected to draw
members of the Armenian community
from across the region, as well as
individuals from various backgrounds
who share the same sentiment.

One of the central themes of the
gathering is the issue of displaced Ar-
menians. As aresultofthe Azerbaijan’s
agression, many Armenian families have
been forced to leave their homes and
communities. The vigil and rally will
bring attention to their plight and the
need for humanitarian aid.

A significant aspect of the event
will be the focus on prisoners of war
heldillegally by Azerbaijan. The Arme-
nian community aims to raise aware-
ness of these individuals’ unjust deten-
tion and to advocate for their immedi-
ate release. The event organizers hope

that international attention will help
resolve this humanitarian crisis.

The vigil will also honor the
memory of those Missing in Action
(MIAs) due to the ongoing aggression
by Azerbaijan. Families of these indi-
viduals continue to seek answers and
closure, and the event is expected to be
a platform for raising awareness about
their plight.

Additionally, the vigil, march, and
rally will show support for those Ar-
menians and government officials who
are being held illegally in Azerbaijan.
Their illegal detention has been a mat-
ter of concern, and this gathering seeks
to bring attention to their situation and
advocate for their release.

The event will commence at the
Memorial Park Armenian Genocide
Memorial, a place of great historical
significance for the Armenian com-
munity, and will culminate at
Pasadena’s City Hall in Centennial
Square. It is expected that participants
will bring placards, banners, and
candles to symbolize their solidarity
with the people of Artsakh.

The Armenian community is call-
ing on the local and international com-
munity to join them in expressing soli-
darity with Artsakh. This gathering
serves as a reminder that, even from
afar, they stand together in support of
justice, peace, and the well-being of
the Armenian people.

With the continued Azerbaijani
threat of war, the event promises to be
a poignant moment in the ongoing
quest for a peaceful and just resolution
to the challenges faced by Artsakh,
Armenia and its people. It is an oppor-
tunity for all those who believe in the
principles of self determination, hu-
man rights and justice to come to-
gether and show their support.

Spanish Senators Condemn Azerbaijan’s
Actions Against Nagorno Karabakh

MADRID -- Spanish Senators
have adopted a declaration condemnng
Azerbaijan” actions in Nagorno
Karabakh.

In light of the military operation
carried out by the Azerbaijani authori-
ties against the Armenian population of
Nagorno-Karabakh that has led to the
death of hundreds of Armenians and

the mass exodus ofthousands of people:

The Senate:

Expresses its strongest condem-
nation of the unjustifiable military op-
erations carried out by the Republic of
Azerbaijan that threaten regional secu-
rity and stability.

It urges the parties to resume
diplomatic channels and expresses its

October 21, 2023

Armenia Submits Requests for Ten
Provisional Measures Against Azerbaijan at
Inteenational Court of Justice

THE HAGUE — Armenia has
named the ten provisional measures it
seeks the ICJ to indicate against
Azerbaijan. The request was submit-
ted by Armenia’s agent Yeghishe
Kirakosyan during the world court oral
proceedings on the request for the
indication of provisional measures filed
by Armenia against Azerbaijan.

“On the basis of its request for
provisional measures dated 28 Sep-
tember 2023 and its oral pleadings,
Armeniarespectfully requests the court
to indicate the following provisional
measures pending its determination of
this case on the merits:

1) “Azerbaijan shall refrain from
taking any measures which might en-
tail breaches of its obligations under
the CERD”;

2) “Azerbaijan shall refrain from
taking any actions directly or indi-
rectly aimed at or having the effect of
displacing the remaining ethnic Arme-
nians from Nagorno-Karabakh, or pre-
venting the safe and expeditious return
to their homes of persons displaced in
the course of the recent military attack
including those who have fled to Ar-
menia or third States, while permitting
those who wish to leave Nagorno-
Karabakh to do so without any hin-
drance”;

3) “Azerbaijan shall withdraw all
military and law-enforcement person-
nel from all civilian establishments in
Nagorno-Karabakh occupied as a re-
sult of its armed attack on 19 Septem-
ber 2023”;

4) “Azerbaijan shall facilitate, and
refrain from placing any impediment
on, the access of the United Nations
and its specialized agencies to the eth-
nic Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh,
and shall not interfere with their activi-
ties in any way”’;

5)“Azerbaijan shall facilitate, and
refrain from placing any impediment
on, the ability of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross to provide
humanitarian aid to the ethnic Arme-
nians of Nagorno-Karabakh, and shall
cooperate with the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross to address the

other consequences of the recent con-
flict”;

6) “Azerbaijan shall immediately
facilitate the full restoration of public
utilities, including gas and electricity,
to Nagorno-Karabakh, and shall re-
frain from disrupting them in the fu-
ture”’;

7) “Azerbaijan shall refrain from
taking punitive actions against the cur-
rent or former political representatives
or military personnel of Nagorno-
Karabakh”;

8) “Azerbaijan shall not alter or
destroy any monument commemorat-
ing the 1915 Armenian genocide or any
other monument or Armenian cultural
artefact or site present in Nagorno-
Karabakh”;

9)“Azerbaijan shall recognize and
give effect to civil registers, identity
documents and property titles and reg-
isters established by the authorities of
Nagorno-Karabakh, and shall not de-
stroy or confiscate such registers and
documents”;

10) “Azerbaijan shall submit a
report to the Court on all measures
taken to give effect to this Order within
one month, as from the date of this
Order, and thereafter every three
months, until a final decision on the
case is rendered by the Court,”
Kirakosyan said.

rejection of the failure by the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan to comply with the
obligations acquired under the ceasefire
on November 9 and the binding Orders
of the International Court of Justice.

Demands the immediate cessa-
tion of hostilities, recalling that the
Government of Azerbaijan has ratified
the United Nations Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of Geno-
cide.

It deplores and condemns the
loss of human life and expresses its
solidarity with the Armenian popula-
tion of Nagorno Karabakh, transfer-
ring this feeling to the Armenian com-
munity residing in Spain.

Itunderlines the responsibility of
the Azerbaijani authorities to guarantee
the rights and security of Nagorno-

Karabakh and demands that they allow
the entry of international observers
and the arrival of humanitarian aid to
the region.

Takes note and supports the ef-
forts of the High Representative of the
European Union and the Representa-
tive for the South Caucasus, consider-
ing that the European Union can and
must contribute to finding a negoti-
ated, global and lasting solution to the
conflict.

Salutee the humanitarian contri-
butions carried out by the Spanish
Agency for International Cooperation
(AECID) as well as those announced
by the Government of Spain, encour-
aging additional contributions to be
made in response to the needs of dis-
placed populations.
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Sebouh Aslanian to Present
“Early Modernity and Mobility”
in Hybrid Event at NAASR Center

BELMOMT, NJ — The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will host an in-
person and online lecture by Prof.
Sebouh D. Aslanian on his new publi-
cation “Early Modernity and Mobility:
Port Cities and Printers Across the
Armenian Diaspora, 1512-1800,” on
Tuesday, October 31, 2023, at 7:30
p.m. (Eastern) / 4:30 (Pacific), at the
NAASR Vartan Gregorian Building,
395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA.

The program will be presented as
the 4th Annual Prof. Charles B.
Garabedian Lecture at NAASR and is
co-sponsored by the Mashtots Chair in
Armenian Studies at Harvard Univer-
sity and the Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS).

This will be an in-person event
and also presented online live via Zoom
and YouTube

Early Modernity and Mobility
(Yale University Press, 2023) ex-
plores the disparate yet connected
histories of Armenian printing es-
tablishments in early modern Europe
and Asia. From 1512, when the first
Armenian printed codex appeared in
Venice, to the end of the early mod-
ern periodin 1800, Armenian presses
operated in nineteen locations across
the Armenian diaspora.

Drawing on extensive archival
research, Aslanian explores why cer-
tain books were published at certain
times, how books were sold across the
diaspora, who read them, and how the
printed word helped fashion a new
collective identity for early modern
Armenians. In examining the Arme-
nian print tradition Aslanian tells a
larger story about the making of the
diaspora itself.

Dr. Sebouh David Aslanian is
professor and Richard Hovannisian
Endowed Chair in Modern Armenian
History at the University of California,
Los Angeles. He is the author of From
the Indian Ocean to the Mediterranean:
The Global Trade Networks of Arme-

Modernity
& Mobility

Port Cities and Printers
across the Armenian Diaspora,

I512=1800

SEBOUH DAVID ASLANIAN

nian Merchants from New Julfa (2011)
and has published in many leading
scholarly journals.

Early Modernity and Mobility is
available for purchase from the NAASR
Bookstore.

Professor Charles B. Garabedian
(1917-1991) was born in Everett,
Mass., and graduated magna cum laude
from Everett High School and Tufts
University (A.B. English and History).
He attended Harvard Law School and
graduated magna cum laude from Bos-
ton University Law School. During
World War II he served in the Office
of Strategic Services (OSS), and in the
late 1940s he began his teaching career
at Suffolk University Law School. His
expertise was tort litigation and dam-
ages, courses which he continuously
taught at Suffolk University Law
School for over 40 years. At the time
of his death, Professor Garabedian
was the Senior Faculty Professor at
Suffolk University Law School. The
annual lecture in his memory has been
established at NAASR by Prof.
Garabedian’s niece, NAASR Board
Member Joan E. Kolligian.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at
hq@naasr.org.

PM Pashinyan Addresses EU Parliament:

Continued from page 1

rebuke to Moscow after Baku’s latest
offensive..

“As hundreds of thousands of
Armenians were fleeing from Nagorno-
Karabakh to the Republic of Armenia,
our security allies not only did not help
us but also made public calls for re-
gime change in Armenia,” he said. “But
the people of Armenia united for their
own independence, sovereignty, de-
mocracy, and another conspiracy
against our state failed.”

Pashinyan signaled that he still
prefers the Western mediation and
hopes it will result in an Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace treaty soon. He noted
that he and Aliyev are due to meet in
Brussels together with EU head Charles
Michel later this year.

Pashinyan further stated that he
wants to deepen Armenia’s ties with
the EU “as much as the European
Union finds it possible.”

Outlining in detail previous and
so far failed attempts to achieve lasting
peace between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
Mr Pashinyan stated his willingness to
sign a peace and relations settlement
agreement with Baku by the end of the
year. “We must move steadily towards
peace”, he said (..) “To do this, political
will is necessary and I have that political
will. On the other hand, the international
community and the European Union,
and the countries of our region should
support us, do everything to make this
opportunity real for us”.

Russia’s main state news agency,
TASS, cited a “high-ranking source in
Moscow” as strongly condemning
Pashinyan’s speech.

“Weregard Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian’s speech in the
European Parliament on October 17 as
absolutely irresponsible and provoca-
tive, especially with regard to Russia
and Russian-Armenianrelations,” said
the unnamed source. “

October 21, 2023

“Echoes of Kef Time” to Premiere in Fresno
with Film Director Avo John Kambourian

The Armenian Studies Program
is presenting the Fresno premiere film
screening of “Echoes of Kef Time” at
7:00PM on Friday, October 27, 2023,
inthe University Business Center, Alice
Peters Auditorium, Room 191. The
presentation is part of the Fall Lecture
Series of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram. Director Avo John Kambourian
will be present at the film screening
and will participate in a discussion
following the screening.

Produced by Bryce Ferendo and
Robin Wang, “Echoes of Kef Time” is
“a celebration, not just of Armenian
culture but the Armenian spirit.”

Richard Hagopian, a legendary
Armenian-American musician, pio-
neered one of the most fruitful genres
of Armenian cultural folk music and
the joyous, dance-filled events that his
band was notorious for holding: Kef
Time. But times change, and the once
sold-out shows faded into history.
“Echoes of Kef Time” dives into
Richard’s quest to pass on the music
to his grandchildren, Phillip and An-
drew, before it’s too late and tracks
them against the rich cultural back-
drop of the music and the community
as they attempt to honor his legacy and
revive the tradition for another genera-
tion of Armenian-Americans.

Avo John Kambourian was born
andraised in the Armenian community
of Los Angeles. In 2012, he earned his
BA in Communication at UC San Di-
ego. In 2017, he released a documen-
tary series called, “Echoes of Sur-
vival,” about artists whose work has
been influenced by their cultural iden-

USC School of Cinematic Arts Presents

Fchoes of

REF TIME

N

tity as Armenians in America as a
result of the Armenian Genocide. The
series won an Audience Award at the
Pomegranate Film Festival in Toronto
and was also screened at festivals in
Los Angeles and New York City. His
goals are to hone the skills he has
acquired on the field, as well as expand
his network, by collaborating with fel-
low filmmakers to tell stories that aim
to be both thought provoking and cut-
ting edge.

The film screening is free and
open to the public. Parking is free
(permits not required) in Fresno State
Lots P5 and P6, near the University
Business Center, 5245 N. Backer Ave.,
Fresno State.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, or vis

U.S. Denies Warning of Azeri Attack

Continued frompage 1

any infringement of that sovereignty
and territorial integrity would bring
serious consequences,” Miller said in
written comments.

POLITICO reported Blinken
warned a small group of lawmakers
last week that his department is track-
ing the possibility that Azerbaijan could
soon invade Armenia, according to
two people familiar with the conversa-
tion,

The call indicates the depth of
concern in the administration about
Azerbaijan’s operations against
Nagorno Karabakh and the possibility
of the conflict spreading.

In an Oct. 3 phone call, lawmak-
ers pressed Blinken on possible mea-
sures against Aliyev in response to his
country’s invasion of Nagorno-
Karabakh in September, said the
people, who were granted anonymity
to discuss the sensitive call.

Blinken responded that the
State Department was looking at
avenues to hold Azerbaijan account-
able and isn’t planning to renew a
long-standing waiver that allows the
U.S. to provide military assistance
to Baku. He added that State saw a
possibility that Azerbaijan would in-
vade southern Armenia in the com-
ing weeks.

Still, Blinken expressed confi-
dence about ongoing diplomatic talks

between Armenia and Azerbaijan to
the Democratic lawmakers, among
them Reps. Nancy Pelosi and Anna
Eshoo of California, and Frank
Pallone of New Jersey.

Two additional people con-
firmed that a briefing happened on
the situation in Azerbaijan, but did
not provide details.

In a statement to POLITICO,
the State Department declined to
comment on the call, but empha-
sized the department’s commitment
to “Armenia’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity” and resolving con-
flict through “direct talks.

Tigran Balayan, the Armenian
ambassador to the European Union,
similarly claimed on October 8 that
Azerbaijani forces could soon try to
open an exterritorial land corridor to
Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan exclave
through Armenia’s southeastern
Syunik province. He said the West
should impose sanctions on Baku to
prevent such an attack.

Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyevregularly demands such a cor-
ridor. The Azerbaijani takeover of
Nagorno-Karabakh raised more fears
in Yerevan that Baku may act on its
implicit threats of military action.

Syunik is the sole Armenian
province bordering Iran. Tehran has
repeatedly warned against attempts
to strip it of the common border and
transport links with Armenia.
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= Armenia

Guide & Director: Norayr Daduryan

- What's Included

G) 11 nights In Yerevan and
—/ 2 nights In Lori

Q\

(

Bus transfers to and from
the airport & hotel

()
&)

Guided tours In Sevan, N
Gyumri, Lori, and Yerevan N
@ Day trip in Vienna, Austria @

Pricing
Flight + Land

Land Only

Summer Trip

Double Occup. $4,699 pp

Double Occup. $2,799 pp
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July 2-16
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5 lunches and 2 dinners
(including farewell dinner)

Wine tour and lunch In Van
Ardi Winery

Monasteries, historic, and
major UNESCO sites

Entrance fees to museums
and monuments

Book Your
Vacation Now!
Norayr Daduryan

norayrdaduryan@gmail.com

(626) 660-9443
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