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St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church Men’s Forum
(Ladies & Families Always Welcome)

Distinguished Speaker Series

Thursday, January 18, 2024 - 6:30 P.M.

Special Guest Speaker: Perry Minasian
Los Angeles Angels General Manager

This will be an amazing evening hearing from a very Proud Armenian outlining his
Armenian Heritage and where he started as a young batboy for the Texas Rangers to
now the General Manager of the Los Angeles Angels and what transpired in between.

Perry’s connection to the Armenian Church and Hye Camp and his strong
feelings for his Armenian roots and his motivation to succeed.

Following The Presentation Will Be A Great Opportunity For Questions & Answers!!

At St. Gregory the llluminator Church “Geragos Hall” 2215 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena
RSVP’S Are A Must As Dinner Will Be Served

To pay online via credit card, venmo/paypal. https://donorbox.org/st-gregory-men-s-forum

Church Donation $30

L=

Church Off. : 626-449-1523, Hilda Gourdikian: 626-695-9899, Ardash Gourdikian: 626-399-1914

Sponsor A Dinner in Memory of a Loved One, a Birthday, an Anniversary, in Recognition of a Friend
or Family Member, a Graduation & for any Other Event. Please Contact Hilda Gourdikian above.
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French Senators Recommend Delivering
More Defense Weapons to Armenia

PARIS — France will deliver a
total of 50 armored personnel carriers
(APCs) to Armenia as part of growing
military ties between the two nations,
according to French lawmakers.

The first batch of over two dozen
Bastion vehicles have arrived in
Armenia.he Defense Ministry declined
to explicitly confirm the delivery.

The APCs manufactured by the
French company Arquus were not part
of defense contracts signed by French
Defense Minister Sebastien Lecornu
and his Armenian counterpart Suren
Papikyan during the latter’s visit to
Paris in late October.

One of those deal calls for
Armenia’s purchase of three Thales-

made GM 200 radars and Mistral 3 air
defense systems from the French de-
fense group Thales. Lecornu and
Papikyan also signed a “letter of in-
tent” on the future delivery of Mistral
short-range surface-to-air missiles.
In a joint report on a French
budgetary bill, two members of
France’s Senate revealed that “24 Bas-
tion-type armored vehicles ... are be-
ing delivered to Armenia and they should
be joined by 26 other vehicles of the
same type currently in production.”
The senators, Hugues Saury and
Helene Conway-Mouret, said French
arms supplies to Armenia should not

Continued on page 2

Armenia’s Mertsamor Nuclear Power Plant

Safe Enough to Continue Operating:
IAEA Chief

ABU DHABI — Armenia’s
Metsamor nuclear plant is safe enough
to continue its operations in the years
to come, the head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Rafael
Grossi, said on Tuesday.

“The Armenian Nuclear Power
Plant is following the safety recom-
mendations and guidance from the
IAEA. This is very important. There
have been important refurbishments
done at the facility which were found
to be indispensable, so we can con-

tinue operating, there will be an exten-
sion of the licensing of the plant for a
few more years and we are satisfied
with the way in which they have been
implemented,” Grossi told Armenpress
news agency at COP28 in UAE.

On Turkey’s latest request seek-
ing to shut down Metsamor alleging
that the facility is unsafe, Grossi said
that the IAEA has absolutely no plans
to close the Armenian NPP and that

Continued on page4

Armenian, U.S. Security Officials Meet at the
White House

WASHINGTON, DC -- Secre-
tary of the Security Council of Arme-
nia, Armen Grigoryan, has met with
U.S. National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan at the White House in Wash-
ington.

"We discussed issues of mutual
interest in the areas of security and
economy, highly appreciating the dy-

namics of stable development of Ar-
menia-US bilateral relations. We also
discussed the regional security situa-
tion, in the framework of which I
reaffirmed Armenia’s commitment to
the normalization of Armenian-
Azerbaijanirelations and the continua-
tion of the peace process," Grigoryan
wrote on his Facebook page.

SpaceX Launches Armenia’s First Domestic
Satellite Hayasat-1 Into Space

g

STASE | TELDMETRY

CALIFORNIA — Armenia’s first
domestic satellite, Hayasat-1, was
launched into space today.

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
launched at 10:19 Yerevan time from
Vandenberg Air Force Base on the
California coast. There were a total of
25 satellites on board.

The satellite Hayasat-1, proudly
bearing the inscription “ARMENIA IN
SPACE FOR SCIENCE?”, is the culmi-
nation of an impressive and efficient
effort undertaken by Bazoomq Space
Research Laboratory and the Center
for Scientific Innovation and Educa-
tion (CSIE). This remarkable achieve-
ment in a relatively short span of time
underscores Armenia’s growing pres-
ence in the field of space exploration.

The launch marks not only a
significant milestone for the country
but also signals the beginning of a new
era. Hayasat-1 is the initial step in a
series of ambitious plans for Armenia’s
foray into space science and technol-
ogy. The efforts invested in this project
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foreshadow a future where more com-
plex satellites created in Armenia will
join the ranks of celestial explorers.
“The first satellite created in inde-
pendent Armenia has been in space for 3
days. We are happy to announce that we
are successfully tracking our Hayasat-1
CubeSat-format satellite. It is opera-
tional and transmitting its periodic sig-
nals. In the next phase, we will move
forward as planned. Congratulations to
the team and all our supporters. P.S.
Hayasat-1 was created by Bazoomq and
the Center for Scientific Innovation and
Education,” an official statement said.
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Foreign Minister Mirzoyan Meets with
Antony Blinken Sergei Lavrov and Laurence

Boone on the Sidelines of OSCE Ministerial
Conference in Skopje

SKOPJE — Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan had a meet-
ing with US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken on the sidelines of the OSCE
ministerial conference in Skopje, North
Macedonia.

Issues related to security and
stability in the South Caucasus were
discussed. Reference was made to
the latest developments in the process
of normalization of relations between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. Ararat
Mirzoyan emphasized that despite the
non-constructive attitude shown by
Azerbaijan, the ethnic cleansing car-
ried out in Nagorno-Karabakh and the
existing humanitarian problems, the
Republic of Armenia forwarded to
Azerbaijan the proposals regarding
the draft peace treaty in accordance
with the well-known principles, and
in case of the clear commitment of
the latter, it will be possible to agree
on make significant progress in this
direction.

Reference was made to regional
programs, in the context of which
Minister Mirzoyan referred to the
“Crossroads of Peace” project devel-
oped by the Armenian government,
emphasizing the advantages expected
as a result of its implementation.

During the meeting, the inter-
locutors referred to the Armenian-
American bilateral agenda. Thoughts
were exchanged on existing coopera-
tion on bilateral and multilateral plat-
forms and prospects for its expansion.

Mirzoyan-Lavrov Short Meeting
Ararat Mirzoyan also had a meet-
ing with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov on Thursday for the first time
in months amid unprecedented ten-

sions between their countries.

The talks, described by the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry as a “short con-
versation.”

The ministry said Lavrov and
Mirzoyan discussed bilateral ties and
the Armenian-Azerbaijani peace pro-
cess. It reported no concrete under-
standings reached by them.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
issued an unusually short statement on
the talks. It said only that Mirzoyan
“once again presented the Armenian
side’s positions regarding the Russian
policy and the steps taken on bilateral
and regional agendas.”

Ararat Mirzoyan- Laurence Boone
Mirzoyan also had ameeting with

Laurence Boone, Minister of State for

Europe of the French Republic.

During the meeting, issues on the
agenda of the political dialogue be-
tween the two countries and practical
cooperation in key areas were dis-
cussed.

The interlocutors exchanged
views on issues of regional security
and stability, as well as on existing
challenges. The steps taken towards
the normalization of relations between
Armenia and Azerbaijan were also
touched upon. Minister Mirzoyan
stressed that in order to use the oppor-
tunity to go ahead with the process of
normalization, last week Armenia sent
to Azerbaijan the package of proposals
on the draft peace treaty.

The Foreign Minister of Armenia
and the Minister of State for Europe of
France exchanged views on the Arme-
nia-EU partnership agenda as well as
on prospects for cooperation on mul-
tilateral platforms.

French Senators Recommend Delivering

Continued from page 1

be confined to “defensive” equipment.

“This distinction between defen-
sive and offensive weapons is not very
practical in reality, as has been demon-
strated by the war in Ukraine. Let us
not repeat the same mistakes by belat-
edly delivering equipment that could
be necessary right from the begin-
ning,” says their report submitted to
the French upper house of parliament
late last month.

Saury and Conway-Mouret indi-
cated in this regard that Yerevan wants
to acquire French artillery systems as
well. Paris should therefore consider
providing 155-milimeter CAESAR self-
propelled howitzers to the Armenian
military, they said.

The document mentions that Ar-
menia will receive a total of 50 Arquus
Bastion armored personnel carriers.
24 of these vehicles are already being
shipped, while the rest are currently in
production.

December 9, 2023

Armenian Soldier Killed by Azerbaijani Fire

YEREVAN — An Armenian sol-
dier serving on the border with
Azerbaijan was shot dead on Monday
in s an Azerbaijani ceasefire violation
aimed at torpedoing peace talks.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry said
the soldier, Gerasim Arakelyan, was
fatally wounded by sniper fire at an
Armenian army post near the village of
Bardzruni bordering Azerbaijan’s
Nakhichevan exclave.

The head of the Bardzruni ad-
ministration, Arsen Aleksanyan, told
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service that lo-
cal residents heard the sounds of
cross-border gunfire. Serious truce
violations at that section of the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border have been
rare until now.

Armenian Foreign Ministry con-
demned Baku’s aggressive actions as
aiming to provoking new escalation

“We strongly condemn these ac-
tions of the Azerbaijani side aimed at
provoking a new escalation, dragging
out the peace process and bringing it to
a dead end,” the Armenian Foreign
Ministry said in a statement on the
deadly incident.

The statement also said that Baku
is “continuously rejecting offers from
various international actors to con-
tinue negotiations” with Yerevan.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
deplored Baku’s “refusal to come to
meetings organized by various interna-
tional actors, including the U.S. and
the EU” when he addressed last week
an annual conference of the top diplo-
mats of OSCE member states. His
Azerbaijani counterpart Jeyhun
Bayramov said Yerevan itself is drag-
ging out talks on an Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace treaty.

Iran, India Promote New Trade Route
Through Armenia

Iran’s and India’s ambassadors
in Yerevan on Tuesday stressed the
importance of Armenia’s involvement
in a new transnational transport corri-
dor planned by their countries.

“We believe that the communica-
tion corridor from India to the Iranian
port of Chabahar and on to Armenia and
further north, the Black Sea, is a reliable
route for transporting goods to the north
and to Europe,” the Iranian envoy, Mehdi
Sobhani, said during an international
conference in Yerevan. “The develop-
ment of this path will protect our coun-
tries against external harm.”

India has built and operates two
terminals at Chabahar to bypass Paki-
stan in cargo traffic with Iran, Af-
ghanistan and central Asian countries.
It has proposed the Gulf of Oman
port’s inclusion in the International
North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) project initiated by Russia,

Iran and India in 2000. The project
calls for a 7,200-kilometer-long net-
work of maritime and terrestrial routes
stretching from Mumbai to Moscow.

The Armenian government sug-
gested in 2021 that Indian companies
use Chabahar for cargo shipments to
not only Armenia but also neighboring
Georgia, Russia and even Europe. Se-
nior Armenian, Indian and Iranian dip-
lomats explored the possibility of cre-
ating such a trade route during first-
ever trilateral talks held in Yerevan in
April this year.

Speaking at the conference orga-
nized by the Armenian government,
the Indian ambassador to Armenia,
Nilakshi Saha Sinha, welcomed the
South Caucasus nation’s interest in
the INSTC.

“We are ready to work with Ar-

Continued on page3
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World Travel Awards:
Armenia’s “Wings of Tatev’’ named World’s
Leading Cable Car Ride 2023
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AUA and Washington State University
Launch Partnership to Create Center
for Excellence in Journalism

DUBAIN -- “TaTever” aerial
tramway in Armenia’s Syunik region
hasbeennamed World’s Leading Cable
CarRide atthe prestigious World Travel
Awards 2023.

The Armenian cable tramway
competing with cable cars from Bo-
livia, Brazil, Vietnam, Canada, New
Zealand, the SA and the South African
Republic.

On 1 December 2023, the 30th
award ceremony for the esteemed
World Travel Awards winners took
place in Dubai. According to the re-
sults of an open vote, Wings of Tatev
won lst place in the “World’s Leading
Cable Car Ride” nomination. David
Vardanyan, the son of Ruben
Vardanyan, the founder of the Wings
of Tatev project, received the honor-
ary award at the ceremony.

and on the quality of life for the local
population. He should have been the
one receiving this award but as many
of you know, he and dozens of Arme-
nians are illegally detained by the
Azerbaijani authorities for political rea-
sons and currently held in a Baku
prison. I hope that he will soon be able
to receive the next awards himself,”
said David Vardanyan.

“Receiving such prestigious in-
ternational recognition for the second
time is a great honor for our entire
team. Our mission is to introduce Tatev
to people and provide them with an
exceptional experience. This award
strengthens Armenia’s status as a lead-
ing tourist destination and plays an
important role in promoting the coun-
try as a whole and Tatev in particular
in the international tourism arena,”

The World Travel Awards is of-
ten called the “Travel Oscar”. It was
established in 1993 and since then has
served as a benchmark for excellence
in the travel and hospitality industry.
This marks the second time that “Wings
of Tatev” has been recognized as
“World’s Leading Cable Car Ride” glo-
bally; the first award was granted to
Armenia in 2021.

“My father, Ruben Vardanyan,
dedicated his whole life to helping
people. He implemented many large
charitable, social, educational, and in-
frastructure projects that changed the
quality of life of people in Armenia but
also around the world. A striking ex-
ample of this is the construction of the
Wings of Tatev, the longest cable car
in the world leading to the wonderful
medieval monastery complex of Tatev.
This had a great impact both on the
development of the region, making it
attractive from a tourist point of view,

commented Mariia Butenko, the direc-
tor of Impulse Business Management,
which operates the cable car.

Over 13 years of operation,
Wings of Tatev has welcomed more
than 1 million visitors. Every 5th guest
of the country includes a cable car in
their route, thanks to which the tourist
flow to the Syunik region has increased
17 times compared to 2010.

Wings of Tatev not only reveals
previously inaccessible parts of Arme-
nia to travelers but also elevates the
country’s recognition. It was included
in the Guinness Book of Records as the
longest passenger cable car in the world
(5752 meters). Another notable
achievement is the shortest construc-
tion period for such a large-scale engi-
neering structure (10 months).

The Wings of Tatev project is
part of “Tatev Revival” program, initi-
ated by Ruben Vardanyan and Veronika
Zonabend.

YEREVAN — The American
University of Armenia (AUA), in part-
nership with Washington State Uni-
versity (WSU), today signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) to
establish a Center for Excellence in
Journalism and create a new master’s
program in journalism education. The
$1.3 million, four-year university part-
nership initiative is funded by the U.S.
Embassy in Yerevan to support
Armenia’s media sector.

Through the U.S. Embassy’s
support, 90% tuition scholarship will
be provided to approximately nine
graduate students per year to study in
the Master’s in Journalism degree pro-
gram, with a select number of students
also having the opportunity to compete
for a summer internship in the United
States, where they will acquire hands-
on reporting skills in a U.S. media
outlet.

“We are proud and grateful to be
the recipient of this important grant
from the U.S. Embassy,” said AUA
President Dr. Bruce Boghosian. “Since
the University’s inception, the U.S.
government and USAID/ASHA have
supported the American University of
Armenia in various ways, and this
marks another milestone in our long-
standing relationship. We look for-
ward to working alongside our col-
leagues at WSU to implement this
project and eventually launch a
Master’s in Journalism degree pro-
gram. We are convinced that this new
program will be of great benefit to
Armenia and the region at large.”

The Center for Excellence in Jour-
nalism will serve as a hub for journal-

ism education and leadership in re-
search, training, best practices, and
collaboration with leading experts and
policy makers that advances knowl-
edge of how quality journalism can
serve as a bulwark against misinfor-
mation and improve networking within
Armenia’s journalism ecosystem. The
Center will also offer professional de-
velopment programs serving the wider
media community.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State in the U.S. Department of State’s
Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs Rafik Mansour traveled to Ar-
menia to inaugurate the new university
partnership. U.S. Ambassador to Ar-
menia Kristina Kvien, as well as Minis-
ter of Education, Science, Culture and
Sport Zhanna Andreasyan, also at-
tended the launch event.

“This U.S.-Armenia relationship
is based on shared values, including
press freedom and the critical role of
education in building a strong, demo-
cratic society that is resilient to
disinformation,” said Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary Mansour at the inaugu-
ration event. “The United States is
proud to invest in this university part-
nership initiative, which will support
Armenia’s democratic development,
and invest in the next generation of
journalists.”

In addition to this program, the
U.S. Embassy in Yerevan also an-
nounced an award to AUA to imple-
ment a two-year English program for
journalists aimed at equipping the par-
ticipants with English-language skills
through courses tailored to their pro-
fessional needs.

Iran, India Promote New Trade Route

Continued from page 2

menia to understand how the country
can benefit from the opportunities of
this corridor,” she said, adding that the
Indian side will make it easier for
Armenian firms to ship cargo to and
from Chabahar.

Armenia has long maintained a
cordial relationship with Iran and has
deepened its ties with India in the last
few years, notably through a series of
contracts signed with Indian arms
manufacturers. New Delhi has effec-
tively sided Armenia with in its ongo-
ing border disputes with Azerbaijan.
For its part, Tehran has repeatedly

warned against attempts to strip it of
the common border and transport links
with Armenia.

In October, the Armenian gov-
ernment contracted two Iranian com-
panies to upgrade a 32-kilometer sec-
tion of Syunik’s main highway leading
to the Iranian border. Iran’s Minister
of Roads and Urban Development
Mehrzad Bazrpash attended the sign-
ing of the $215 million contract in
Yerevan, underscoring its geopolitical
significance for the Islamic Republic.

Sinha said that Indian firms are
also interested in “participating in in-
frastructure development projects in
Armenia.”
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Chahinian, Kasbarian, and Nalbantian Publish
a New Book on the Armenian Diaspora

LONDON/NY - I. B.Tauris,
an imprint of Bloomsbury Publish-
ing, has announced the publica-
tion of an edited volume by Talar
Chahinian, Sossie Kasbarian, and
Tsolin Nalbantian titled The Ar-
menian Diaspora and Stateless
Power Collective Identity in the
Transnational 20th Century. The
book is part of the series Arme-
nians in the Modern and Early Mod-
ern World edited by Bedross Der
Matossian. The book is dedicated
to Khachig To6l6lyan, the founder
of Armenian Diaspora Studies.

From genocide, forced dis-
placement, and emigration, to the
gradual establishment of sedentary
and rooted global communities, how
has the Armenian diaspora formed
and maintained a sense of collective
identity? Building on discussions of
To"lo"lyan’s work and its impact on
various conceptualizations of the Ar-
menian Diaspora, in all its heteroge-
neity, this volume brings together
historians, cultural theorists, liter-
ary critics, sociologists, political
scientists and anthropologists to ex-
plore how Armenian Diaspora elites
and their institutions emerged in the
post-genocide period and used ‘state-
less power’ to practice forms of
social discipline on collective iden-
tity and of belonging and loyalty
among Armenians. Focusing on cul-
tural, religious, political and literary
production, as well as community
groups and leaders in such far-flung
cities of the Armenian Diaspora as
Amsterdam, Addis Ababa, Aleppo,
Beirut, Detroit, Istanbul, Jerusalem,
Los Angeles and Paris, this collec-
tion offers original insight and novel
perspectives on the history and ex-
perience of the Armenian Diaspora
through the long 20th century, from
the role of the fin-de-siecle émigré
Armenian press to the experience of
Syrian-Armenian refugees in the 21st
century. More broadly, this book
shows how diasporic history and
transnational practice can help re-
conceptualize and illuminate non-
state forms of power and
governmentality, that a diaspora’s
statelessness can not only be evi-
dence of its power, but that it can
also actas an alternative and comple-
ment to the nation-state.

The volume is divided into three
sections, each featuring a set of
chapters that engage with one of
Khachig Toldlyan’s key theoretical
contributions to Diaspora Studies.

The first section “The Logic of
the Sedentary”: Complicating No-
tions of Home and Homelands in-
cludes chapters by Boris Adjemian,
“In Search of the Sedentary: Re-
thinking Homelands in the Armenian
Diaspora,”; Gegham Mughnetsyan,
“Armenian Displaced Persons: From
Displacement to a Diaspora Com-
munity,”; and Nare Galstyan,
“Diaspora-Homeland elations Re-ex-
amined: The case of Syrian Arme-
nian in the Netherlands.”

The second section “Diasporic
Social Formation”: Leadership Elites,

The Armenian
Diaspora and
Stateless Power

Collective Identity in the
Transnational 20th Century

Edited by Talar Chahinian,
Sossie Kasbarian & Tsolin Nalbantian

Institutions, and Transnational
Governmentality includes chapters
by Hasmik Khalapyan, “Forging
Diasporic Identity in the Fin de
Siecle Armenian Periodical Press
in Europe,”; Vahe Sahakyan,
“Transnational Politics and Gov-
ernmental Strategies in the Forma-
tive Years of the Post-Genocide
Armenian Diaspora (1920s-
1930s),” Lilit Keshishyan, “Defiant
Adherence: Cultural Critiques in Late
Twentieth Century Armenian Diaspora
Literature,”; and Christopher Sheklian,
“The Liturgical Subject of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church: Recent Waves
of Migration.”

The third section “The Social
Text of Diaspora”: Diasporic Be-
coming and Legibility in Diaspora’s
Semantic Domain includes articles
by Sylvia Alajaji, “Sounding Arme-
nian: The Contours of the Diasporic
Musical Imaginary,”; Karen
Jallatyan “Toward the Diaspora”:
The Performative Powers of Vahé
Oshagan’s Poetry,”; Talin Suciyan,
“The Armenians in Turkey: From
Autochthonous People to Diaspora,”;
and Hrag Papazian, “Are Istanbul
Armenians Diasporic? Unpacking the
Famous Debate.”

The Afterword to the book is
written by Khachig T616lyan and the
Epilogue by Sebouh Aslanian.

Bedross Der Matossian (Uni-
versity of Nebraska, Lincoln), the
editor of the series highlighted the
importance of the volume saying:
“This is the most important edited
volume on the Armenian Diaspora
published in the last decade. By
bringing together a new generation
of scholars from different disci-
plines, Chahinian, Kasbarian, and
Nalbantian have raised the bar of the
discourse on Diaspora Studies that
goes beyond simple representations
of the different Armenian communi-
ties to a sophisticated interdiscipli-
nary analysis of diaspora(s) in the
local, regional, and global contexts.”

Copies of The Armenian
Diaspora and Stateless Power Col-
lective Identity in the Transnational
20th Century, are available for pur-
chase from the Bloomsbury Press
website. Use code: GLR AQ7 to re-
ceive a 35-percent discount.

December 9, 2023

American Armenian Rose Float Association
Reveals 2024 Tournament of Roses Float
Entry, “Armenian Melodies”

PASADENA —The American
Armenian Rose Float Association, Inc.
(AARFA) will present “Armenian Melo-
dies,” for its appearance in the 135th
Tournament of Roses. Inspired by the
strength of Armenian matriarchs
throughout history, “Armenian Melo-
dies” will feature dynamic Armenian
mother and daughter figures dressed
in vibrant, traditional garb, surrounded
by important symbols within Arme-
nian heritage and culture. Tying in
perfectly with the 135th Tournament
of Roses theme, Celebrating a World
of Music, “Armenian Melodies” will
showcase several musical instruments
endemic to Armenia.

Marking its sixth year participat-
ing in the Tournament of Roses,
AARFA’s “Armenian Melodies” cap-
tures the heroism of Armenian moth-
ers as exemplars of determination, re-
silience and fortitude in the face of
centuries of upheaval. Through their
steadfast support, Armenian mothers
inspire their families and communities
to persevere, even through turbulent
times.

Armenian birds play a major role
on the float, with the crane, chukar
and little ringed plover, which are in-
digenous to the Armenian Highlands,
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Float design by Johnny Kanouniji

nestled around the mother and daugh-
ter, adding depth and character to the
rich tableau. Armenian instruments also
feature heavily in “Armenian Melo-
dies,” as the name suggests. Tradi-
tional wind instruments native to Ar-
menia, including the duduk, shvi, blul
and parkapzuk adorn the float, while
percussion instruments, the dhol and
nagara round out the floral orchestra
adding to the spirited tapestry.

Adding to the float’s colorful and
meaningful scene, symbolic objects
are sprinkled throughout. Besides
AARFA’s tricolor Armenian logo, a
bushel of pomegranates, which repre-
sent good fortune and abundance,
perch alongside the mother and daugh-
ter. With deep roots in Armenian mu-
sic and culture, apricots can be found
at the front of the float, along with the
aforementioned duduk, which is made
with apricot wood. Intricate and his-
toric Armenian patterns are highlighted
on the mother’s dress, while the
“arevakhatch” or sun cross, symboliz-
ing eternal life round out the design of
“Armenian Melodies.”

To learn more about AARFA and
the “Armenian Melodies” float, please
visit AARFA.org, or follow AARFA on
Instagram and Facebook.

Armenia’s Mertsamor Nuclear Power Plant

Continued from page 1

operations can continue. The TAEA
chief noted that countries having ‘cer-
tainissues’ with their neighbors around
the world tend to file such complaints
to the IAEA.

“Well, we listen to everybody.
The IAEA is a global organization, so
we listen to everybody. And when it
comes to this kind of concerns, we
explain what we are doing, we give the
assurances that everything is being
done correctly. I would tell you, it’s
not the only case, in some other parts
of the world where neighbors have
certain issues, countries come to me
and say ‘what is happening in my
neighbor’, so we take it seriously but
we give the answers, the most impor-
tant thing is that Armenia continues to
work seriously with us and reinforces
the safety of the facility and we are
very confident,” Grossi said.

Asked whether the IAEA plans to
close the Armenian NPP, Rafael Grossi
said, “No, absolutely not. If there is an

issue with the plant we will address it
immediately with the government, and
we would be the first to say that there
is a problem and that some action
would need to be taken. But at the
moment, as [ say, we are confident
that operations can continue.”

Metsamor generates roughly 40
percent of Armenia’s electricity. Its
sole functioning reactor went into ser-
vice in 1980 and was due to be decom-
missioned by 2017.

Armenia’s government decided
to extend the 420-megawatt reactor’s
life after failing to attract funding for
the construction of a new and safer
nuclear facility. In 2015, Russia allo-
cated a $270 million loan and a $30
million grant to Yerevan for that pur-
pose.

Russian and Armenian special-
ists essentially completed Metsamor’s
modernizationin2021. Armenian offi-
cials now say the plant, located 35
kilometers west of Yerevan and just 16
kilometer from the Turkish border,
can safely operate until 2036.
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STARTING September 18th

1060 ALLEN AVENUE PASADENA, CA 91104

1st Session Free

Every Friday
SPM-6PM

Teacher Rita Shahinian

REGISTER NOW

By Calling to
+1(626) 681-9455

norserountlosangeles
rount cultural association
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