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GGpnoG:

1953-h0 Y'wlnwdwagpnith Unghw| Atdnypwwnn I0swltiwb Unt-

Uhthyhny YwpnnhynuwpwGh nuptwGph uwGbpp: UGnpnGp wbuncg
NGptaahYy Gwu. Onpwunbwh

uwlygniptiwb tir 1954-h0G° funtdp dp pGytipnGtipne htw, npnGg 2wnpphb
dhpwjn Lwjhph, Swynp Lnpnibh, Ipwln Gwbgpnibh, Uwpghu fuwy-
Gwb Gu Upwd Stdppdbwb Yp hhaGth Unp Ubpniln Uwynipwjhl
UhntphtGp: Cnuinnnyd Yp ubup |nju nbulbp LUUU-h «Upwpwwn Qpw-
Ywb» wwnpptpwptippp, fudpwgpwwtinnipbwdp Swynp Lnpnibhh: Q.
UnpnjbwG dwu Yp Ywqdk judpwagnpnipbwb G hp gnpéwygniphilp Yp
ptpt wpwpwywlb gqpwywbniptiwl pwdbhb: Y'woluwwnmwlygh Gwbi
«Upwpwuwn» onwptinphb: Uyw wlnwd Gnjb ptipph fudpwgnpnipbiwG:

1958-h Lhpwlwbh pwnwpwghwlwl wwuntpwqihl wywwniw-
nny Gu Gpyph dnnnypnwjhl plnnhdwnhp dwhwwnh wewpwpyny,
UMU-h npnyndind Q. UnpnjbwG Yp Jupt plrywwnwlbw) «LESEN»
nwwnhnywjwbh hwjjulywb pwdhlp G pwnwpwlwb wwjpnighy hpw-
dhdwybtipnt pbpwgphb nnepdwnnipbiwdp Gi ghnwyhg hwulwgnnnt-
pbwdp Yyp dGYOhwpwlt Gpyph pbnhwbnip yhdwyp, Gtppnnbtiiny dn-
nnypnwywpwywb uyqpnitlGplbnb nu hwy dnnnynipnh  Yhgniwépn
pbnntd onnwn dhowdwniphibbtipnilb Gr uwnpwbpGtinnil, npnGg gnh

3UU-h 40-wiatwyhG wrepht MEpniph UwhwytwG dwpqunwwnp
ate Ginyp Y'niGtlGw) Swrnwonhdwlwld Unghwihu UntuwlygniptiwG
Gwjuwqwh Pwiw] Gwdwiwp huy hp vown Ginjpp qph YwnGk

Q. UninjtiwG

qwghl Owtir pwaiwpht Fwytin: Ubnpnynipbiwb Gk wnintwjwnnn dbip
hwuwpwyniptiwlb hwdwn, hwjwlwb dhwly ntintlwwniniptiwb wn-
phipG Gnnn wyn nwnhnuwjwbp’ nwpdwt jJntuwnne thwpnu pwLwwnb-
untptiwG, fjuwnwn nt pwpon wwwaquwjh dp nbuwywbha:

1956-1960 dwu Yp Ywqokt Lhpwlwlwhw) dGpwébnibn Uhnt-
ptwl Uywniinwlwb lunphnipnhG, uwgdwytpwtiiny Gppnwuwnnnt-
ptwl hwiwp wiwnlwjhb dwipwnbtin:

1960-h0 Q. UninjtwG pbwpnitiind LhpwlGwGh 2ppowbh UNRU-h
dwphg Uwpdbh wlnwy, Yp Gowbwynih Gphprnwuwpnuywb G ntuwGn-
nwywb nhtwbh nhrwlwwbw: Uyn 2powlhbt’ wnwib] Y'wpfunidwbwy
Ynruwygnipbiwl wbdhpwlwb hndwbwinpniphibp Jwytipnn Stupnibh
Neuwbnnwywa b Ephunwuwpnwywb Uhnephibp, ywwnpwuwnbipny hwyj-
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hipwGlywp UNRY-h CGnhwlnip S3wlwqgniiwph ywwqwiwLnpuwlywh
dnnnyhG. UtnpnGp GnppGwpp Gwjuwquwh 3wpniphtl UnidniGh G
Gwhuypl Gwhuwquwh Utinpwy Cwhta

npGOwlnitp Gu qunuihwpwwwwn Gnp ubipniln Ap:

1961-h0, Q. Un njwl UNRRY-h Ynnit LhpwOwGh wwwnnithpwyne-
ptwl htw, Yp dwubwlygh Unuyniwjh dtp jujwgwd Gphnwuwnnnt-
ptwl Gr Nuuwlnnnipbwl dhowqquwiht wnwohl $npnidhb: Ujbniht-
nbiL Eptirwbh dkp Yp hpeppblwipneth Iwjwunmwbh Gphrnwuwpnuywb
Juwqiwytpwniptiwb Yynnat: bp gfuwinpt hpwlwlwhw) ntuwbnnw-

Uté bnbtinGh 50-wibwyhl wepht 3Gswlybwl wwwinthpwyniphilp
UGphihwup 3wy LwhwwwyGtipne 3nLwpdwbhb down

Yuw GLEphunwuwpnuywl ywunnihpwyniphtGGbpp dhowqquyhbtiph-
nwuwnpnwywb Gr nuwlbnnuywb thwnwwnobbpnib (3G uhGph 1962,
Undhw 1968, Mtp hG 1973): hpwpwbship pwnwphb it yuqiwytin-
wbiny OGwbL «3wjuwlywb Onp»: 1962hG" Yp dwulwygh dwprwihnj
Uhowqquwjhl Gphunnwuwpnwywb Gr Ntuwlnnuywl hwdwdnnnyhG,
npwtu [hpwlwlwhw) Gpnhunwuwpnnipbiwb GGpYwjwgnighs:

- S apeang ST -
. - ,..“ o g i »

2 e — L e —
1961-hG wyg U. EpdhwéhG G hwlnhwynid UdGGw)G 3wjng Iwjpwuwbinn
L.U.O.S.S. dwqqktG U. YwpnnhynuhG, pGytpwygnipbwip JAF-
Gphrnwuwpnuiwli Yugiwytpynipbwb GGpYywjwgnighs (dpwluw)
Nwihp MwihpbwG

1965-1975 Yp unwbdbE Iwdslny Iwypblwlyguwlywb Uhniptiwb
Utindwinp UpbGiLGph WbnpnGwlwb Jwpsnipbiwb gnpdwnhp pwpwnnt-
nwph wwawolp:

1965-h wipw0 Yp dwubwygh UnGpuwlnphny Upwp NtunighsGt-
nnt 4-nn hwdwagnidwnhG, npwku wewohb hwj ntunighs:

1970-h0 Q. Unnjbwb npwtu wnwohl (hpwbwbgh nwunighs, Yp

hpwihpnith MGppG, prrwpnt ywwolbwywh hhipp Upbb Gwh Qbp-
dwbhny NunicghsbGbpnt wphGuunwygwywb dhniphtGGbpne yenpnGw-
ywh Jupsnipbiwl, dwhopwlOwint Gpyph Yppw-dwynipwjhlb hwu-
mwuwnniphtGbtpnib: Ut h pwl wwup wnwphGbp 4p Jwpt Lnp UG-
pniln Uywynipwihl Upnipbwl wnblwwbunh wwwnoln:

3Gswybwld ywwnthpwynipbwb wygtiiniphitlp UwqpwaikGpo,
QuihdnpGhn) Ywrnwywphs Gopd StopuittiwlGp Gnphwinpbpnt

UnjG tnwphl 3wjwunwb dwiwlwdé npwywinpdwl nL uwnwpb-
(wanpéiwl hwidwn uthhtrpwhw) ntunighsGGpne wwwnnihpwynipbw
nGywdwn y'pGuipnih: huy npwtu |hpwlwbwhwy dwdnch GEpYwjw-
gnighs’ «UpdtGihptuh» Ynndt 10 op Yp hpppGYwinih G dwu Yyp
Jwqit Iwjwuwnwbgh fudpwqghpGbpnib hGwn jwnniy hwbnhwnidh:
Wu wrpht” wb Y'plt qnpdlwlwb wnwownybtipn hwyng |Ggnih G
onwpwuintwn pwrbntlt hpwdwntnt dwuhG: bp 2h0hs wnwownpwbp-
GGpp 066 dwuwdp plnnilniwé GG:

Q. Uninjbwl Yyp ummqlnwmmh UdtiOw)l Iwyng Iwjpwytitnh
Yynnak U. Lbkputu CGnphwih 2pwlwyny, dbnwip ptidhu wnpw9lnpn
3nylwh Upp. Skpwntptiwbh

1972-h0 3Gswybwh Untuwygniphtlp Yp GEpYwywglt Upwp jw-
nwownhdwlwb YwqiwybpwniphtGbGtbpne hwdwdnnnyhG:

1973-h0 Yp Gowlwynih «UpdtGhptu» [pwwnniwlywb gnpdwlw-
(ntpbiwl GGipYwjywgnighs™ LhpwOwOh dtp, hwlnhuwlwny wnwohl
uthhtrpwhwy [pwaqnpnnp wyn ww2wobhbt hwdwp:

1973-h0 MEypneph dke Yp Yugiwybpwt Iwjwunwbh Euppwnw-
JhG Gniwquwfiunitdph hwidtipqGtpp: @npsGwywb wowygniphtb Yp gni-
gwptipt Iwjwuwnwbh tpgh-wywnph hwdnyph v @anhwp Gwuwwpbwbh
Gnihpniwé dhongwnniuiGbpndG:

1974-h0 |hpwlwlwhw) dwdnih Yynndt hheppGlwg nntyhg Yp
Gowlwynih Iwjwuwnwbh dwdnch Ge nmbnGlunniwlywb ywwnnihpw-
Yniptiwlh nwubontiwy Ytgniptiwb, hhiptinG thG Upwnwiwagn lwwshy-
Gwh, bwn k0 Ywpjwqbwh GL qpnn dwpnqtu MGnpnubw:

MuwnbunhbGwb wpnwp nwunhbbGowpwp dnnndnipnhbh Gywuwn’
gopwlgwlwh tnjpbtip nlbtigwd t wpwpbintt (Ggnuny, Gepywjwglt-
(ny IGswybwb Yynuwygnipbwl nbuwytnp wyddtwyuwb hwnpgbipnt
Juwwwygnipbiwdp:

1976-h w0wl LhpwGwOh pwnwpwghwiwl wwwbpwqdhb
wwwndwneny UUL thnfuwnpnibind Yp hwuwnmwwnnih Bwihdnpbhw:

1977-h0 qunwthwpwyhg b lnmbujwwwywn hwjpbGlwukp Gphwnw-
uwnpnbbp (npnGp qunpwd thlG UhohlG Uptilkptl) Y'npn2G0 Ynphq dp
Ywqubtind, hptlg oquwwwn SwnwjniphtGlGbpp dwwnigbp Gnpw-
Juwql hwy qunniphl nwpptp plwquiwnbtpne oty (wqquwjhl, hw-

Cwp.p Ly 19
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FM: Armenia Has Not Undertaken
Any Obligations Regarding a "Corridor"

[PR———

YEREVAN -- Azerbaijan has re-
versed in recent weeks progress made
in peace talks with Armenia, Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan insisted on
Tuesday.

“Unfortunately, after this posi-
tive step of December 8 [prisoner
exchange] we saw that Azerbaijan is
not continuing with its constructive
stance, to say the least,” he told a news
conference. “That manifested itself
through both the 7th Azerbaijani pro-
posals on the [Armenian-Azerbaijani
peace] treaty and the Azerbaijani

president’s latest interview. There was
a significant regression and even a
blow to the peace process on a number
of key issues.”

“We witnessed in Azerbaijani
President’s latest interview does not
allow us to let the guard down for even
a second,” Minister Mirzoyan said.

“In the interview we heard overt
claims on the sovereign territories of
the Republic of Armenia, we saw the
whole of the Republic of Armenia be-

Continued on page 2

French Senate Adopts Resolution Calling for
Sanctions Against Azerbaijan, Supports
Armenia’s Territorial Integrity

PPR Intégrité territoriale de la République d'Arméni@-

Scrutin n° 110 sur 'ensemble du texte

PARIS — The French Senate has
adopted a resolution demanding sanc-
tions against Azerbaijan with 336 votes
in favor and one against, the Armenian
Embassy in France said in a statement.

“Today, the French Senate dis-
cussed the inter-party resolution pro-
posed on December 1, 2023, aimed at
“condemning Azerbaijan’s military of-
fensive in Nagorno-Karabakh and pre-
venting further attempts at aggression
and violations of the territorial integ-
rity of the Republic of Armenia.”

The resolution also calls for sanc-
tions against Azerbaijan and demands
the guarantee of the right of return for
the Armenian population of Nagorno-
Karabakh, ensuring conditions that will
ensure their safety and well-being.

The resolution calls for the im-

Votants
Exprimés
Pour
Contre

Le Sénat a adopté

mediate and unconditional withdrawal
of the troops of Azerbaijan and its
allies from the sovereign territory of
Armenia.

It states that Armenia has the
right to protect its territorial integrity
and possesses the means to ensure its
security, including through military
measures.

The resolution also condemns
the arbitrary arrests of political leaders
in Nagorno-Karabakh, calls for the
exclusion of Azerbaijan from the inter-
governmental committee for the pro-
tection of cultural property in armed
conflict.

It highlights the establishment of
an international group of experts at

Continued on page4

Josep Borrell

Any Violation of Armenian Territory

Will Have Serious Consequences for
EU Relations With Baku

BRUSSELS — The European
Union on Monday expressed serious
concern about territorial claims to Ar-
menia made by Azerbaijani President
IlTham Aliyev.

“Weagreed that Azerbaijan needs
to return to substantive peace and
normalization talks with Armenia,” Josep
Borrell, , the EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy said
after chairing a meeting of the foreign
ministers of EU member states that dis-
cussed the Armenian-Azerbaijani con-
flict among other issues.

“The latest territorial claims by
President Aliyev are very concerning,
and any violation of Armenia’s territo-
rial integrity would be unacceptable
and will have severe consequences for
our relations with Azerbaijan,” he told
a news briefing in Brussels.

Earlier this month, Aliyev re-
newed his demands for Armenia to
open an extraterritorial corridor to
Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan exclave. He
also demanded Armenian withdrawal
from “eight Azerbaijani villages” and
again dismissed Yerevan’s insistence
on using the most recent Soviet maps
to delimit the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border.

Borrell issued the same warning
to Baku in November as the EU de-
cided to deploy more observers to

Armenia’s volatile border with
Azerbaijan. The 27-nation bloc
launched the monitoring mission in
February 2023 with the stated aim of
preventing or reducing ceasefire viola-
tions there.

Aliyev twice cancelled talks with
PM Nikol Pashinyan which the EU
planned to hostin October. Azerbaijan’s
Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov simi-
larly withdrew from a meeting with his
Armenian counterpart scheduled for
November 20 in Washington. Baku ac-
cused the Western powers of pro-Ar-
menian bias. [t now wants to negotiate
with Yerevan without third-party me-
diation.

Armenia, Russia and Azerbaijan Never
Discussed So-called Zangezur Corridor:
Sergey Lavrov

MOSCOW — The so-called
Zangezur corridor has never been dis-
cussed within the framework of the
trilateral agreements between Arme-
nia, Russia and Azerbaijan, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has
said.

“The Zangezur Corridor has never
been discussed as part of the agree-
ments that were made by President
Putin, President Aliyev and Prime Min-
ister Pashinyan on November 9 in
2020,” he said at a press briefing.

Speaking about unblocking re-
gional connections, Lavrov said the
three countries have decided during
trilateral task force meetings that the
countries will retain sovereignty and
jurisdiction over routes which will be
unblocked through their territory. This
was agreed and discussed with Putin
during his Yerevan visit for the CSTO
summit, Lavrov said.

Lavrov complained that Armenia
opposes Russian control of the road
and railway that would connect
Azerbaijan to its Nakhichevan through
Syunik region.

“They don’t want Russian bor-

der guards to stand there, even though
this was written down and signed by
Prime Minister [Nikol] Pashinyan,” he
told a news conference. “He doesn’t
want neutral border and customs con-
trol. [They want to do that] only by
themselves, and that contradicts what
was agreed upon.”

“It is very sad that such a benefi-
cial thing for Armenia as the opening

Continued on page4
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Armenian Government Granted
12.5% Minority Stake in Amulsar Gold Mine

YEREVAN—The Armenian gov-
ernment has been granted a 12.5%
minority stake in the Lydian Armenia
Company, which operates the Amulsar
gold mine.

Deputy Minister of Economy Ani
Ispiryan clarified that accepting these
shares as a gift does not impose any
financial obligations on the state.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan expressed his optimism,
stating, “We anticipate that the Amulsar
mine will serve as a catalyst for imple-
menting new standards in the mining
sector.”

Pashinyan  affirmed the
government’s commitment to revital-
izing the mine, which is projected to
create hundreds of jobs and generate
tens of millions of dollars in annual tax
revenue. He stated, “I believe that this
model of operating the Amulsar mine
will address many concerns and stimu-
late Armenia’s economic growth and
development. We also aspire for the
Amulsar mine to set new benchmarks
for our mining industry.”

On February 22,2023, atrilateral
memorandum of understanding was
signed between the Armenian govern-
ment, the Eurasian Development Bank,
and Lydian Armenia CJSC. In accor-
dance with this agreement, the parties
pledged to invest approximately $150
million in the development of the

Amulsar gold mine.

Under the terms of the memoran-
dum, the Armenian government was
entitled to receive 12.5% of the
company’s shares. Following the
memorandum’s signing, Economy
Minister Vahan Kerobyan projected
that the exploitation of the Amulsar
mine would contribute 30-40 billion
drams in annual revenues to the state
budget.

However, on December 14, Se-
nior Executive Director of the Eur-
asian Development Bank, Denis Ilyin,
stated that the final decision regarding
investment in the Amulsar deposit had
not been reached.

The Amulsar goldmineis Armenia’s
second-largest gold mine in terms of
pure gold reserves. It is situated in the
southeast of the country, 13 kilometers
from the resort town of Jermuk, nestled
between the Arpa and Vorotan rivers.
The deposit is estimated to contain ap-
proximately 31 million tons of ore and 40
tons of pure gold.

Lydian Armenia, established in
2005 as a 100% subsidiary of Lydian
Canada Ventures, is owned by the US-
based Orion Mine Finance and Canada’s
Osisko Gold Royalties. However, the
full development of the Amulsar de-
posit has been hindered by protests
from environmentalists and nearby
community residents.

FM: Armenia Has Not Undertaken

Continued from page 1

ing called “Western Azerbaijan.” There-
fore, the risk of escalation is always
there and it would be rational to think
that the risk could increase during
elections expected in different coun-
tries,” the Foreign Minister stated.

Mirzoyan complained on January
10 about “some regression” in the latest
Azerbaijani proposals on the peace treaty
submitted to Yerevan. He said Baku is
reluctantto explicitly recognize Armenia’s
borders through that accord.

“I want to stress that nobody has
the authority to draw a new border,”
he said. “We remain determined in our
position that during the delimitation
process our relevant commissions
should reproduce borders drawn on
legal grounds prior to the break-up of
the Soviet Union.”

Mirzoyan made clear that Arme-
nian government remains committed
to its “peace agenda” despite what it
sees as arisk ofan Azerbaijaniinvasion

of Armenia.

On the agreement to open the
Armenia-Turkey border for citizens of
the third countries and the holders of
diplomatic passports, there has been
no result thus far, said Foreign Minis-
ter Ararat Mirzoyan during the press
conference.

"It was discussed and an agree-
ment was reached to open the Armenia-
Turkey border for citizens of the third
countries and holders of diplomatic pass-
ports. We also reaffirmed this agree-
ment with Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan on October 23 in Tehran.

As you can see, tangible and
objective steps have not been taken in
this direction, and there is no final
result. The border is not open to the
people of the mentioned group," said
Mirzoyan.

The minister mentioned that there
was a study of the infrastructure on
both sides, including checkpoints,
roads, and bridges, but the border
remains closed.

January 27, 2024

Congressional Caucus on Armenian Issues
Co-Chairs Condemn Dangerous Rhetoric
from Aliyev

WASHINGTON, DC - Congres-
sional Caucus on Armenian Issues Co-
Chairs Congressman Frank Pallone,
Jr. (NJ-06), Gus M. Bilirakis (FL-12),
David G. Valadao (CA-21), and Adam
B. Schiff (CA-30) released a statement
today condemning dangerous state-
ments made by Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev in his January 10 inter-
view to local TV networks, laying
claim to Armenian territory and refus-
ing to withdraw his troops:

“President Aliyev’s most recent
escalatory remarks, including his re-
fusal to remove troops from Armenian
territory, follow the same pattern he
used in the build up to the ethnic
cleansing of over 100,000 Armenians
in Artsakh last fall. He makes hostile
statements, uses those claims to jus-

tify further mobilizing his military, and
then takes aggressive action because
he believes there will not be any conse-
quences. The international community
has sadly proven him right with its
inaction over the last few years.

“It is past time we hold his re-
gime accountable for the belligerent
rhetoric and actions it has taken against
Armenians in the South Caucasus. The
United States and our regional partners
should use every diplomatic tool, in-
cluding sanctions, to help guarantee
the territorial integrity of Armenia and
push back against Aliyev’s blatant
threats against it. We call on the State
Department and our international part-
ners to take immediate action to halt
any further Azeri aggression and en-
sure Armenia’s safety and security.”

Delayed Russian Arms Shipments to Armenia

Mostly Resolved

YEREVAN — The Armenian
Defense Ministry signaled on Monday
significant progress in the implemen-
tation of multimillion-dollar defense
contracts signed by Armenia and Rus-
sia after the 2020 war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

In a short statement to RFE/RL’s
Armenian Service, the ministry said
that “contentious issues” with Russian
arms manufacturers have been “mostly
settled.” Some of those issues remain
unresolved, though, it added without
giving any details.

The statement did not explicitly
refer to the contracts for the delivery
of Russian weapons worth $400 mil-
lion, according to Armenian officials.
The latter repeatedly complained last
year that the Armenian military has still
not received any of those weapons.

Two senior Armenian lawmak-
ers revealed earlier this month that
Russia has shipped the first batch of
that military hardware. But they did
not specify the types of weaponry
commissioned and/or received by
Yerevan.

o g

Russia’s ambassador to Arme-
nia, Sergei Kopyrkin, acknowledged
late last month “issues” in the imple-
mentation of Russian-Armenian arms
deals. He implied that Russian de-
fense companies have not fulfilled
their contractual obligations on time
because of having to manufacture
more weapons for the Russian mili-
tary embroiled in the continuing war
with Ukraine.

Russia has long been Armenia’s
principal supplier of weapons and
ammunition. The South Caucasus
nation has acquired them at domes-
tic Russian prices, set below inter-
national market-based levels, and
even for free.

With no end in sight to the war in
Ukraine and tensions between Mos-
cow and Yerevan continuing to grow,
the Armenian government is increas-
ingly looking for other arms suppliers.
Since September 2022 it has report-
edly signed a number of defense con-
tracts with India worth at least $400
million. In October 2023, italso signed
two arms deals with France.
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Hrant Dink Commemorated
on the 17th Anniversary Of His Death
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STANBUL — A large gathered in
front of the former offices of the Agos
newspaper in Istanbul to commemo-
rate Turkish-Armenian journalist Hrant
Dink, who was murdered 17 years
ago, Agos reported on Friday.

The 52-year-old Dink, editor-in-
chief of the Turkish-Armenian bilingual
Agos weekly, was shot dead with two
bullets to the head in broad daylight
outside the newspaper’s headquarters in
Sisli on January 19, 2007, by a then-17-
year-old jobless high school dropout.

Dink’s murder sent shockwaves
through the nation and left a lasting
impact on Turkish society, as he had
been aprominent supporter of Turkey’s
democratization and the reconciliation
efforts between Turks and Armenians.

This year, the journalist was com-
memorated in an event attended by
hundreds of people, including Dink’s
family and friends and a number of

ones who disappeared while in police
custody in Turkey in the 1990s, read a
message sent from prison by Cigdem
Mater, one of the defendants in the
Gezi Park trial.

“After 17 years, the 17-year-old
killer is now among you, just like those
who ordered him to kill [Dink] are
among you. ... We will not give up
seeking the darkness behind the Hrant
Dink murder, nor will we abandon our
demand for justice,” Mater said.

She was referring to the release
of Ogilin Samast, the convicted mur-
derer of Dink, from prison in western
Bolu province on November 15, 2023,
which led to outrage among opposition
politicians, journalists, human rights
activists and social media users.

The slain journalist’s wife Rakel
Dink; Tiilay Hatimogullari, the co-chair
of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Equality
and Democracy Party (DEM); main

organization representatives, who gath-
ered in front of the former offices of
the Agos newspaper.

Sociologist and writer Oya
Baydar, who delivered the commemo-
rative speech, described Dink as “both
the carrier of the troubles and pains of
this country and the remedy and con-
science of oppressed individuals and
suffering nations.”

“He was a taboo breaker who
opposed the lies and cover-ups of
official history. And we know that
hidden forces in the darkness fear
most the breaking of taboos, the rev-
elation of their lies and the exposure of
their dark faces. That’s why they shot
Hrant,” Baydar said.

Besna Tosun from the Saturday
Mothers, a group of activists and rela-
tives seeking to learn the fate of loved

(CHP) lawmakers Sezgin Tanrikulu
and Unal Cevikoz; and Ahmet Sik, a
lawmaker from the Workers’ Party of
Turkey (TIP), were among those who
attended the event.

On Friday, January 19 at 15:00
(UTC+3), Hrant Dink was commemo-
rated where he was assassinated 17
years ago, in front of the Sebat Build-
ing which used to house the office of
the Agos Newspaper. In addition to the
large crowd gathered in front of the
Sebat Building, viewers from outside
Istanbul were able to participate in the
commemoration through the live broad-
cast in English and Turkish.

Besna Tosun who is one of the
Saturday Mothers/People read Cigdem
Mater’s letter who has been impris-
oned at the Bakirkdy Prison under the
Gezi Trials since April 2022.
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AUA Embarks on Capital Expansion
Undertaking: Connecting Science & Technology
With Humanities & Social Sciences

E—— o) 1.1
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Arts

AUA Founders’ Atrium

YEREVAN — The American
University of Armenia (AUA) has initi-
ated groundbreaking efforts for the
construction of the new Science and
Engineering building and is now em-
bracing a revised plan: the additional
construction of the new Humanities
and Social Sciences building and Arts
building, along with an atrium that will
connect all three buildings. The initial
capital undertaking was expanded pur-
suant to magnanimous contributions
by the Avedisian and Akian families
earmarked for this ambitious endeavor.

Expansion of the University’s
physical space will enable AUA to
appropriately respond to the growing
demand for the excellent education it
delivers and prevent the University
from turning away highly qualified
students due to space restrictions.
Possessing the qualifications for ad-
mission to competitive universities in
other countries, many of these stu-
dents who are turned away, then leave
Armenia to study abroad. With the
University’s student population pro-
jected to significantly increase in the
next five years, AUA is arduously in-
volved in updating its curricula and
preparing to introduce new degree pro-
grams in science, engineering, humani-
ties, social sciences, and the arts.

In August2023, AUA announced
a $20 million gift from Pamela Wood
Avedisian in honor of her late husband,
Edward Avedisian, and his steadfast
support for over 20 years as an AUA
trustee, philanthropist, and visionary.
As part of this tremendous contribu-
tion, the new Edward and Pamela
Avedisian Building will be dedicated to
the humanities and social sciences,
with the Paruyr Sevak Building to the
arts program. “Edward was truly ex-
cited to see AUA grow and evolve over
the past three decades and wanted us
to contribute to that development. We
both understood the need for expan-
sion to further broaden the University’s
offerings and fields of excellence,”
said Pamela.

Following this news, Zaven P.
and his late wife Sonia Akian also
announced their significant contribu-
tion of $9 million to name the new
science and engineering building the
Akian Family Building. Zaven ex-
pressed, “I had felt for a long time that
AUA’s College of Science & Engineer-
ing needed physical expansion to fa-
cilitate the addition of new degree pro-
grams in other critical disciplines and
state-of-the-art laboratories. I couldn’t
ignore the financial need to make this a
reality; I wanted to ensure that the

College would be transformed into a
fully-fledged quality STEM educational
center in our homeland for generations
to come.”

Connecting all three new build-
ings and providing separate entrances
will be an atrium called the Founders’
Atrium, which will also be used for
various cultural, academic, and other
collaborative events. An important
component will also be underground
parking.

Aligned with the academic disci-
plines to be housed in these buildings,
the revised construction strategy rein-
forces the functionality of the two
buildings to better meet the University’s
growing enrollment numbers in the
associated programs.

The new buildings will include
state-of-the-art classrooms, offices,
science and engineering laboratories,
conference rooms, auditoriums, art
studios, music rooms, and other func-
tional spaces. Donors will also have
the chance to leave their mark in the
new buildings through various naming
opportunities. A select group of stead-
fast supporters have already commit-
ted to naming facilities in the new
buildings. In addition to the Akian and
Avedisian families, these benefactors
include Sarkis and Ruth Bedevian; Jack
Munushian Charitable Trust, Gary R.
Phillips and Zourab Bassmadjian, co-
trustees; Paul and Kate Agbabian; Albert
and Terry Bezjian; and Hagop and Iroula
Manuelian.

AUA initially launched its efforts
for expansion through the Build a Bet-
ter Future with AUA capital campaign
solely for building a new science and
engineering building. Now, with the
revised construction strategy that in-
cludes the addition of two new build-
ings, along with the understanding that
AUA plays a critical role in Armenia’s
need to accelerate progress and inno-
vation in science, technology, and en-
gineering as they relate to humanities,
social sciences, and the arts, the insti-
tution has set a goal of $50 million to
successfully complete this ambitious
undertaking. With over $30 million of
the targeted amount raised from major
and other donor funds, AUA continues
to promote fundraising efforts to com-
plete the capital campaign.

Initial planning for the new build-
ings’ construction is currently under-
way. The AUA Building Committee,
chaired by President Emeritus Dr. Armen
Der Kiureghian, has identified, inter-
viewed, and shortlisted architectural
firms and selected Moore Ruble Yudell
Architects & Planners for the project.
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Rep. Judy Chu and Armenian Engineers and
Scientists of America Explore Means to
Support Armenian STEM Community

On December 18 of 2023, rep-
resentatives of the The Armenian En-
gineers and Scientists of America
(AESA) met with United States con-
gressional member Judy Chu to ex-
plore opportunities for increasing sup-
port for the Armenian STEM commu-
nity. In attendance were AESA Presi-
dent Ace Tarakchian, AESA Vice
President Linda Megerdichian, AESA
Public Affairs Committee Chair Jay
Tourgoutian and AESA Board Mem-
ber Nareh Saghatelian.

The meeting was facilitated by
community advocate and Los Ange-
les County Commissioner David
George Gevorkyan and AESA Mem-
ber Syuzanna Abrahamyan.

“The AESA’s work to support
Armenian professionals in the San
Gabriel Valley and elevate opportuni-
ties for young Armenians in science,
technology, engineering, and math-
ematics is invaluable to our region —
ensuring our families and local
economy are strong now and into the
future. I am proud to work in Congress
to increase opportunities for STEM
careers and will always appreciate our
partnership. I look forward to seeing all
the accomplishments of the profes-
sionals AESA supports for years to
come,” remarked Rep. Judy Chu.

“AESA was very pleased to meet
with Rep. Judy Chu, who has demon-
strated her consistent support for the
Armenian-American community as
well as for STEM education and fund-
ing,” said Ace Tarakchian. “We look
forward to working closely with Rep.
Judy Chu’s office to advance issues

of importance to Armenian-Ameri-
cans in science and technology, and
to become a resource of subject mat-
ter expertise for the community,”
Tarakchian concluded.

“Congresswoman Judy Chu and
AESA joining in consultation is an
important step forward to increasing
government support and resources for
the science and technology profes-
sionals of the San Gabriel Valley,” said
David George Gevorkyan. “Congress-
woman Chu has been a strong sup-
porter of Armenian organizations of
the 28th congressional district, and we
are grateful for her deep commitment
to all her constituents,” he continued.

Rep. Judy Chu was elected to
the U.S. House of Representatives in
July 2009 and represents the 28th
Congressional District which includes
Alhambra, Altadena, Arcadia, La
Canada Flintridge, La Crescenta-
Montrose, Pasadena, San Gabriel and
Monrovia. Her jurisdiction includes
institutions such as JPL, which is run
by Caltech for NASA. Rep. Judy Chu
has a distinguished background in
STEM and has continuously advo-
cated for increased funding for scien-
tific education, research and space
exploration. Her commitment aligns
with AESA’s mission, setting the stage
for a promising collaboration to drive
progress in STEM fields.

Founded in 1983, the Armenian
Engineers and Scientists of America
(AESA) is a non-partisan, non-sectar-
ian, non-profit organization dedicated
to empowering the worldwide Arme-
nian STEM community.

Armenia, Russia

Continued from page 1

of the road through Syunik region still
remains on paper. With all due respect,
I see the reason in Yerevan’s position.
[ don’t know who is advising Yerevan,
but we have seen how the EU, France,
Germany, the US — as soon as they
realized that the Russian-Armenian-
Azerbaijani efforst to reopen roads, to
delimit borders and to prepare a peace
treaty was giving results they immedi-
ately got involved in these processes
without invitation and played the role
of a spoiler,” Lavrov claimed.

“It is Armenia that is now expe-
riencing difficulties to fulfill the open-
ing of the route as written in the trilat-

and Azerbaijan

eral statement. It is Armenia that is
putting forward new demands as far
as security along the route is con-
cerned. They do not want Russian
border guards there. They do not want
neutral customs and border control.
This contradicts what was agreed
upon,” Lavrov said.

Lavrov claimed that Paragraph 9
of that agreement stipulates that Rus-
sian border guards stationed in Arme-
nia will “control” the movement of
people, vehicles and goods between
Nakhichevan and the rest of Azerbaijan.
Armenian officials say this only allows
them to “monitor” the commercial traf-
fic, rather than escort it, let alone be
involved in border controls.

January 27, 2024

Emmanuel Tjeknavorian Named New Music
Director of Milan Symphony Orchestra

MILAN — Vienna-based Arme-
nian violinist and conductor Emmanuel
Tjeknavorian has been named the new
music director of the Milan Symphony
Orchestra, the Armenian Embassy in
Italy informs.

“A child of art, at just 28,
Tjeknavorian already has an impres-
sive biography, also as a violinist. Last
year he opened the season of the Phil-
harmonic Orchestra at La Scala with
Riccardo Chaily,” the Embassy says.

Emmanuel Tjeknavorian’s musi-
cal journey is marked by significant
achievements hailing from his early
career. He represented Austria at the
Eurovision Young Musicians in 2012,
a notable accomplishment in itself.
Two years later, in 2014, Emmanuel
made an indelible mark on the classical
music scene. He became the first Aus-
trian to reach the final round of the
esteemed Fritz Kreisler Competition,
securing a commendable third place.

His accomplishment in the Fritz
Kreisler Competition was a turning
point. It positioned Emmanuel as a
rising star, and he was honored with
the Casinos Austria Rising Star Award
in November 2014. His talent and
dedication have consistently shown
through his performances, and he’s
pushed past the shadows of his

father’s legacy to create a name for
himself.

With this new appointment,
Emmanuel Tjeknavorian steps into a
role of significant influence and re-
sponsibility. To officially introduce
him as the Musical Director, the Milan
Symphony Orchestra has scheduled a
press conference for Thursday, Janu-
ary 25, at 11 am at the Milan Audito-
rium. This transition signifies a new
chapter in Emmanuel’s career and the
Milan Symphony Orchestra’s journey.

Emmanuel Tjeknavorian is the
son of [ranian-Armenian composer and
conductor Loris Tjeknavorian.

French Senate Adopts Resolution

Continued from page 1

UNESCO and its mission to Nagorno-
Karabakh to prepare an informative
report on the state of cultural and
religious heritage.

The resolution also calls for the
strictest measures, including the sei-
zure of the assets of Azerbaijani lead-
ers and an embargo on the import of
gas and oil from Azerbaijan as a sanc-
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tion against military aggression by
Azerbaijan.

The resolution was co-authored
by the leaders of all political factions in
the Senate: Bruno Ratayo, Marise
Carrere, Cécile Soucierman, Guillaume
Gontard, Patrick Kanner, Hervé Marcel,
Claude Mallure and Francois Patria, as
well as the head of the France-Armenia
friendship group in the Senate, Gil-
bert-Luc Devinaz.
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