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Armenian, Azerbaijani Leaders Meet with
Germany’s Scholz,
Pledge ‘To Resolve Open Issues'

MUNICH -- Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev met in Munich
on Saturday for talks hosted by
Germany’s Chancellor Olaf Scholz.

Neither leader made public state-
ments right after the talks held on the
sidelines of annual international secu-
rity conference in the southern Ger-
man city.

Following the Scholz meeting,
Nazeli Baghdasaryan, a spokes-
woman for the Armenian prime
minister's office, confirmed that a
three-party session involving the
Armenian, Azerbaijani, and German
leaders took place.

"The process of regulating Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan relations and steps
to ensure peace and stability in the
region were discussed," she said. "An
agreement has been made to continue
the work on the peace treaty."

Scholz, who also held separate
meetings with Aliyev and Pashinyan
earlier in the day, tweeted that “both
sides agreed to resolve open issues

without new violence.” He said he
reaffirmed Germany’s and the Euro-
pean Union’s readiness to make more
peace efforts.

The Armenian government state-
ment on the trilateral meeting said
Aliyev and Pashinyan agreed to “con-
tinue the work on a peace treaty”
between their countries. It announced
no other understandings reached by
them.

The Azerbaijani news agency
APA reported that Scholz left the meet-
ing room about an hour after the start
of the negotiations and they continued
in a bilateral format. It said Aliyev and
Pashinian instructed their foreign min-
isters, who were also present at the
meeting, to “continue negotiations” on
the peace treaty and the delimitation of
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border. The
Armenian side did not immediately is-
sue a statement on the bilateral discus-
sions.

Azerbaijan had for months re-

Continued on page4

Azerbaijan Ramping Up Arms Purchases,
Desecrating Graves in Nagorno-Karabakh:
Armenia’s EU Ambassador Warns

BRUSSELS — Azerbaijanis buy-
ing drones and military equipment from
abroad amid heightened tensions with
Armenia, Armenia’s Ambassador to
the EU Tigran Balayan told Brussels
Signal.

Balayan said Armenia has tracked
suspected munitions purchases which
have reportedly come in on military
flights from countries including Israel
and Turkey. These deliveries are sus-
pected to include drones.

“60 per cent or 70 per cent of
Azerbaijani military hardware comes
from Israel, then Turkey,” he said
during an interview with Justin Stares,
Head of News at Brussels Signal.

He also noted that there had been
increased military flights from Serbia,
which, he said, had “just announced
the agreement about selling some so-

phisticated artillery equipment to
Azerbaijan.”

Continued on page 4

Iran Again Emphasizes Strategic Security

of the Caucasus Region
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TEHRAN — Iran supports peace
talks between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
Iran’s President Seyed Ebrahim Raisi
said at a meeting with Armenian
Deputy Prime Minister Mher
Grigoryan.

He emphasized the willingness
and readiness of his country to guar-
antee the strategic security of the
Caucasus region and the red lines of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in this
regard.

Dr. Raisi also stated: “We do not
agree with the presence of foreigners
in the region under the pretext of solv-
ing problems, and we believe that their
presence will not only not solve the
problem, but will become a bigger
problem for the nations and govern-
ments of the region.”

Referring to the willingness of
the high officials of the two countries
to develop commercial and economic
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relations and to upgrade them to the
level of the current political relations,
the President said he supports the imple-
mentation of all agreements reached
between Tehran and Yerevan.

Raisi described Iran’s current
relationship with Armenia as “friendly”
and “constructive.” He called for the
“full implementation” of economic
agreements reached by the two neigh-
boring states.

Mher Grigorian, the Deputy
Prime Minister of Armenia and the
Chairman of the Joint Commission of
Armenia and Iran, in turn, appreci-
ated Iran’s support for the indepen-
dence, sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Armenia and emphasized
the willingness of the Armenian gov-
ernment to develop economic and
commercial relations with the Islamic
Republic of Iran, especially in the
energy and mobility.

Vigil for Missak Manouchian
Before His Entry Into French Pantheon

Several dozen people gathered at
Mont-Valérien, near Paris, to pay trib-
ute to French Armenian Resistance
fighter Missak Manouchian, on the eve
of her entry into the Pantheon.

This vigil was attended by sev-
eral members of the government, po-
litical leaders as well as families of
resistance fighters.

“Immense emotion at the Vigil

for the coffin of Missak Manouchian
at Mont-Valérien alongside Mrs.
Hidalgo, Mayr of Paris, and Ambassa-
dor of Germany to France Stephan
Steinlein. Eighty years after his execu-
tion, France pays tribute to this orphan
ofthe Armenian genocide who became
a hero of the Resistance,” Armenia’s

Continued on page3
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Pashinyan Meets with British Foreign
Intelligence Agency Chief

MUNICH — Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan met on Friday with the chief
of Britain’s foreign intelligence agency,
Richard Moore, on the sidelines of the
annual Munich Security Conference.

In a one-sentence statement on
the meeting, Pashinyan’s press office
said nothing about the agenda or other
details of their conversation in the
southern German city.

Moore, who runs the Secret In-
telligence Service (SIS) also known as
MI6, previously met with Pashinyan
during a surprise visit to Yerevan in
December 2022. The Armenian gov-
ernment said at the time that they

discussed “processes taking place in
the South Caucasus.”

The British spy chief flew to the
Armenian capital four days after meet-
ing with Armen Grigoryan, secretary
of Armenia’s Security Council, in Lon-
don. Shortly after that visit,
Pashinyan’s government pushed
through the parliament a bill on the
creation of an Armenian foreign intel-
ligence service.

U.S. Central Intelligence Agency
Director William Burns visited Arme-
nia and held talks with Pashinyan in
July 2022. Few details of those talks
were made public.

Armenian Government Establishes Defense
Attaché Posts at NATO and OSCE

YEREVAN—The Armenian gov-
ernment today established defense
attaché posts at the Mission to NATO
(Brussels), the Supreme Allied Com-
mand in Europe (Mons) and the OSCE
(Vienna).

According to the government,
the replacement of the representative
and state advisor in international orga-
nizations with defense attachés pro-
ceeds from the existing international
practice in these organizations, where
the representatives of states on de-
fense and military issues are mainly
military personnel.

The Ministry of Defense will
nominate candidates for the positions
in accordance with the regulations of

the law on diplomatic service and the
law on military service and the status
of servicemen, which will ensure
higher efficiency and professional-
ism.

PM’s Spokesperson Responds to Aliyev:

Armenia’s Legislation a Domestic Affair of Armenia

YEREVAN — The legislation of
the Republic of Armenia is the domes-
tic affair of the Republic of Armenia,
and no foreign power has the right to
interfere in the domestic affairs of our
country, Prime Minister’s Spokesper-
son Nazeli Baghdasaryan said in a state-
ment, responding to several announce-
ments from official Baku, specifically
noting that Azerbaijan continues its
strategy of deepening enmity in the
region, which poses a continuous threat
of destabilization.

The statement comes after
Azerbaijani President [Tham Aliyev de-
clared there will be no peace treaty
unless Armenia “puts an end to territo-
rial claims against Azerbaijan” and
“brings its legislation to normal.”

“As for territorial claims, Arme-

nia adheres to the agreements reached
with Azerbaijan on international plat-
forms to recognize each other’s terri-
torial integrity on the basis of the
Alma-Ata Declaration, to carry out
border demarcation between the two
countries on the basis of the Alma-Ata
Declaration, to open regional commu-
nications on the basis of the principles
of'the countries’ sovereignty, jurisdic-
tion, equality and reciprocity,”
Baghdasaryan said.

“Azerbaijan regularly violates
these agreements by continuing ag-
gressive rhetoric, using force and the
threat of force, which also contradicts
the written agreements reached on
international platforms.

Continued on page3
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Artsakh Human Rights Ombudsman
Dismisses Russia’s Calls for
Return of Refugees

YEREVAN -- Nagorno-
Karabakh’s human rights ombudsman
dismissed on Thursday Russia’s of-
fers to help Karabakh Armenians dis-
placed by last September’s Azerbaijani
military offensive return to their home-
land.

Gegham Stepanyan insisted that
they will not go back even if Moscow
offers them additional security guar-
antees.

“Ibelieve that international guar-
antees are needed instead,” he told a
news conference in Yerevan. “The
track record of the Russian peace-
keeping contingent deployed to Artsakh
after 2020 shows that that guarantee is
not enough to ensure security in
Artsakh.”

Armenia has denounced the Rus-
sian peacekeepers for their failure to
prevent or stop the September 19-20
assault that restored Baku’s full con-
trol over Karabakh and forced the
region’s practically entire population
to flee to Armenia. President Vladimir
Putin and other Russian officials have
rejected the criticism.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, said
on Wednesday that Moscow is now
discussing with Baku the possibility of
the safe return of the more than 100,000

Karabakh refugees. Earlier this week,
Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Mikhail Galuzin similarly called for
“creating conditions” for their repa-
triation.

Galuzin also claimed that the
Karabakh Armenians left their home-
land willingly. Stepanian condemned
the claim.

“The Russian peacekeeping con-
tingent should have been the first to
certify that people left under real threat
of physical annihilation,” said the om-
budsman exiled in Armenia along with
other NKR leaders.

Armenia Rejects Russian Criticism on CSTO

YEREVAN — Sargis
Khandanyan, the chairman of the Ar-
menian parliament committee on for-
eign relations hit back at a Russia’s
Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail
Galuzin who warned that Armenia will
risk losing its independence if it keeps
moving away from Russia and the
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO).

Over the past year Yerevan has
boycotted high-level meetings, mili-
tary exercises and other activities of
the Russian-le alliance of six ex-Soviet
states in response what it sees as a lack
of CSTO support for Armenia in the
conflict with Azerbaijan.

Galuzin criticized this stance in
an interview with the Moscow daily
Izvestia published on Thursday. Galuzin
urged the Armenian government to
resume its security cooperation with
Russia and other CSTO allies, saying
that there is no viable alternative to the
country’s continued membership in
the alliance.

“It is often claimed that in the
current situation the CSTO and Russia
can lose Armenia,” he said. “I think
that we should talk not about the pos-
sible losses of Russia or the CSTO but
about the fact that the fascination with
Western factors on the one hand and
the oscillations regarding whether to
leave the CSTO or not on the other
could lead to the loss of Armenia’s
identity and independence.”

Khandanyan dismissed the warn-
ing, saying that it is the CSTO, not
Armenia, that should make a “choice.”

“Armenia is trying to deepen its
relations with its many partners,”
Khandanyan told RFE/RL’s Armenian

Service. “We are going down the path
of diversifying both our security and

economic relations ... and it is this
path that will help to ensure Armenia’s
security, independence and sover-
eignty.”

Amid its growing estrangement
from the CSTO and Russia in particu-
lar, Armenia is seeking closer security
ties with the West. A senior NATO
official praised this foreign policy
“shift” last month.

He said Armenia and NATO are
now working on a new “individually
tailored partnership program” that will
flesh out their closer partnership. The
Russian Foreign Ministry responded
by warning that closer ties with the
U.S.-led alliance could only spell more
trouble for the South Caucasus nation.

“Armenia makes decisions on its
own,” said Khandanyan. “We welcome
the involvement of all parties that are
ready to help Armenia become more
secure and support its independence.
Armenia also expects that no country
will force it to make any decision.”
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Armenia’s Ameriabank Purchased by
UK Registered Bank of Georgia Group

B AMERINB/

YEREVAN — Bank of Georgia
Group (BOGG) announced on Mon-
day a $303.6 million deal to buy
Armenia’s Ameriabank. BOGGisa UK
registered financial group, to become
the main shareholder of the Bank with
the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (“EBRD”) retaining
their 10% shareholding in Ameriabank.

The deal requires the approval of
the Bank of Georgia’s multiple share-
holders and the Central Bank of Arme-
nia. In a statement, the bank’s British-
registered parent company, said it
would “significantly enhance the
Group’s presence and growth oppor-
tunities within a fast-growing and at-
tractive market.”

“This transaction is a significant
milestone for the Group and a new
chapter in our strategic development,”
the BOGG chairman, Mel Carvill, was
quoted as saying.

“Ameriabank has a well-regarded
and experienced management team,
and I am delighted that they will stay
on after the transaction is closed,”
added Carvill.

Ameriabank is one of Armenia’s
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largest banks with total assets worth
$3.4 billion, compared with $11.7 bil-
lion held by the Bank of Georgia.

The Financial Conduct Author-
ity, the financial services conductregu-
lator in the UK, has approved the cir-
cular of the transaction. As a next step,
the transaction is subject to approval
by shareholders, as well as the regula-
tory bodies, including the Central Bank
of Armenia.

Bank of Georgia Group PLC is a
UK incorporated international finanacial
group listed on the Premium Segment
of the LSE Main Market and a con-
stituent of the FTSE-250 index. Among
the Group’s shareholders are some of
the world’s largest financial institu-
tions, such as JPMorgan, BlackRock,
The Vanguard Group, Schroders,
Norges Bank Investment Management
(a leading pension fund), etc.

Following approvals and closing
of the transaction, Ameriabank will
operate as a standalone entity within the
Group under its own brand name and
the current leadership in place, commit-
ted to Ameriabank’s adopted strategic
goals, values, mission and vision.

SwecoProvides Expertise in EU
Environmental Protection Project for
Lake Sevan in Armenia

To help preserve Lake Sevan, the
largest and most important freshwater
source in Armenia, Sweco is partici-
pating in a project for assessment of
the consequences of raising the lake’s
water level by over 6 meters. The
project is part of the EU4Sevan
programme for the environmental pro-
tection of the lake.

Lake Sevan is crucial for Arme-
nia due to its roles in irrigation, fresh-
water supply, biodiversity, tourism,
culture, hydropower, research and the
economy. The lake’s condition has a
direct bearing on the region’s environ-
mental status and on Armenia’s eco-
nomic potential. Over the years, cli-
mate change has caused the lake to
suffer from massive algal blooms,
which are affecting water quality.

Sweco is part of The EU4Sevan
programme that aims to rehabilitate
Lake Sevan’s ecosystem by enhancing
governance, strengthening policy
frameworks and building capacity for
sustainable development planning. Ex-
perts from Sweco Czech Republic are
assessing the prospective state of the
lake, ifit was to be artificially raised by

about 6.5 meters, back to the water
levels of the year 1903.

In doing so, Sweco is using de-
tailed mathematical modelling and long-
term observed data for future climate
change scenarios, which is crucial for
decision-making. Additionally, Sweco
provides consultancy support for im-
pact assessment and roadmap devel-
opment.

The EU4Sevan programme,
jointly funded by the European Union
and the German Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (BMZ), is a collaborative effort
led by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP).
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Chair of Armenian Language and Culture to
Be established at Democritus University of
Thrace in Greece

A chair of Armenian language
and culture in Greece will be estab-
lished at the Democritus University of
Thrace in Komotini, Greece.

A relevant agreement was signed
today by the President of the
Democritus University of Thrace
Fotios Maris and Armenian Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary to Greece Tigran Mkrtchyan.
The Armenian Ministry of Educa-
tion, Science, Culture and Sports has
contributed to the establishment of
the chair.

The event was attended by a
number of officials, including the Vice-
Chairman of the Greece-Armenia
Friendship Group of the Greek Parlia-
ment, Mrs. Zoe Konstantopoulou,
member of the Greece-Armenia Friend-
ship Group and the SYRIZA Party
Nina Kasimati, representatives of the
academic sphere, Armenian clergy,
local community and structures, other
guests.

Ambassador Tigran Mkrtchyan

said in his opening remarks that the
event is of historical significance, as it
is the first time that a center of Arme-
nian studies is being established in
Greece. He said cooperation with
higher educational institutions aims to
turn bilateral contacts into the devel-
opment and expansion of long-term
promising ties in the scientific field,
which will serve as a basis for strength-
ening Armenia-Greece relations.

Professor Photios Maris, noted,
in turn, that Armenian language and
culture, as well as Armenian history,
are within the university’s interests,
and the agreement signed today offi-
cially opens up great opportunities for
Armenian studies. He expressed confi-
dence that the effectiveness of the
works will be visible in the near future
and will serve a stable basis for the
academic cooperation of friendly people
of Armenia and Greece peoples.

The event was followed by a
feast of traditional Armenian dishes
and drinks.

Vigil for Missak Manouchian

Continued from page 1

Ambassador to France Hasmik
Tolmajian said in a post on X.

Eighty years to the day after his
execution by the Nazis at Mont-
Valérien, Armenian resistance fighter
Missak Manouchian will be inducted
into the Panthéon on Wednesday.

His burial signifies the firsttime a

non-French body has been interred at
the Pantheon, which holds the remains
of many famous French citizens, in-
cluding Voltaire, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, Victor Hugo, Emile Zola,
and Marie Curie.

Manouchian’s burial is arespect-
ful nod to his position as leader of the
“Red Poster” (“L’Affiche Rouge”)

group.

PM’s Spokesperson Responds to Aliyev

Continued from page 2

At the same time, Azerbaijan con-
tinues to keep the vital territories of 31
villages ofthe Republic of Armeniaunder
occupation,” the Spokesperson added.

According to her, “all this shows
that Azerbaijan continues the strategy
of deepening enmity in the region,
which is constitutes a continuous threat
of destabilization.

“Armenia will continue its ef-
forts to establish peace and again of-
fers Azerbaijan to withdraw troops
from the 1991 border, which will be a

cornerstone step for stability and mu-
tual trust in the region,” Nazeli
Baghdasaryan noted.

As for the peace treaty, she said
“thereis an already agreed clause in the
draft negotiated between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, according to which the
parties cannot refer to their legislation
to refuse to fulfill any provision of the
peace treaty.”

“Armenia and Azerbaijan have
already reached an agreement on this
point, and the statements coming from
official Baku contradict this agree-
ment as well,” Baghdasaryan stated.

www.massisweekly.com
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“Armenian Jerusalem: Past, Present, and
Future” by Dr. Bedross Der Matossian

FRESNO — Dr. Bedross Der
Matossian will present a lecture en-
titled “Armenian Jerusalem: Past,
Present, and Future” at 7:00PM on
Friday, March 1, 2024, in the
Smittcamp Alumni House on the Fresno
State campus. The presentation is part
of the Spring 2024 Lecture Series of
the Armenian Studies Program. Sup-
port for the presentation is provided by
the Armenian General Benevolent
Union, Greater Fresno Chapter.

Armenian Jerusalem today is fac-
ing major challenges that could be detri-
mental toits future. This talk will analyze
the historical background of the forma-
tion of the modern Armenian commu-
nity in Jerusalem and will examine the
impact ofpolitical and socio-economic
transformations of the volatile region
on the Armenian Patriarchate, as well
as the community. It will concentrate
on the major challenges facing the
community and will provide a road
map for securing the historical pres-
ence of the Armenians in Jerusalem as
well as protecting the more than one-
millennia old cultural heritage.

Dr. Bedross Der Matossian is a
Professor of Modern Middle East His-
tory at the University of Nebraska,
Lincoln. Born and raised in the Old
City of Jerusalem he is the author,

editor, and co-editor of seven books.
His latest edited volume Denial of Geno-
cides in the Twenty-First Century was
published by University of Nebraska
Press (2023).

The lecture is free and open to
the public. The Smittcamp Alumni
House is located at 2625 E. Matoian
Way, on the Fresno State campus.
Free parking is available in Fresno
State Lots P1 and P2 (parking permits
are not required on Friday evenings).
Enter the campus at Shaw and Maple
Aves. and turn right onto Matoian Way
(first stop sign). The Smittcamp
Alumni House is the second building
on the left.

Scholarship Opportunity by Armenian
Sacred Music Project

LOS ANGELES — The Arme-
nian Sacred Music Project is proud to
offer the Kinarik Altinyuzuk Scholar-
ship to students pursuing a music de-
gree with a Fall 2024 financial dis-
bursement. Our non-profit organiza-
tion was established to promote the
appreciation, teaching, and preserva-
tion of Armenian Sacred Music through
workshops, masterclasses, trainings,
physical and digital archives to sacred
music enthusiasts, students, educa-
tional institutions, clergy, and to all
those who wish to learn more about
our project and sacred music.

This scholarship will provide
music students the opportunity to fur-
ther develop in their collegiate studies
and be connected with a network of
sacred music enthusiasts, educators,
and professionals under the patronage
of our nonprofit. This scholarship will
ensure that our precious Armenian
sacred music will be preserved and
promote through collegiate studies.

Scholarship Academic Require-
ments:

— Students must be enrolled in a
four-year undergraduate or graduate pro-
gram at an accredited college/university;
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— Students must be majoring in a
musical studies program with a cur-
rent grade point average of 3.0 or
higher (on a 4.0 scale).

Scholarship Application Require-
ments:

— Students will complete an ap-
plication, provide unofficial transcripts,
and one-page essay explaining how
Armenian sacred music has affected
their personal or collegiate musical
studies.

Students can apply for the schol-
arship here: https://forms.office.com/
r/X55ys1JQTF or by visiting
www.sacred-music.org.

Armenian, Azerbaijani Leaders Meet

Continued frompage 1

fused to hold further Western-medi-
ated talks with Armenia, accusing the
European Union and the United States
of pro-Armenian bias and seeking di-
rect contacts between the two con-
flicting sides.

“We don’tneed mediators to nor-
malize relations with Yerevan,” Aliyev

said on Wednesday, adding that the
Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict “should
be removed from the international
agenda.”

By contrast, Yerevan insisted on
continued Western mediation. It ac-
cused Baku of walking away from
understandings reached by Aliyev and
Pashinyan during their earlier encoun-
ters organized by the EU.

February 24, 2024

Knights and Daughters of Vartan Announce
Writing Contest in Conjunction with Times
Square Armenian Genocide Commemoration

NEW YORK — The Knights and
Daughters of Vartan are holding their
annual writing contest in conjunction
with the 109th anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide and its subsequent
commemoration in Times Square, New
York, on Sunday, April 21,2024. High
school students (grades 9-12) are in-
vited to participate in a writing contest
to enhance awareness of the Armenian
Genocide.

All submissions should be re-
ceived by Monday, April 8, 2024,
and winners will be announced pub-
licly in Times Square on Sunday,
April 21, 2024, and to mainstream
and Armenian media on Monday, April
22, 2024.

“The Knights and Daughters of
Vartan, continuing with their annual
tradition, will sponsor a writing con-
test for high school students, where
they will reflect on the Armenian Geno-
cide and the importance of historic and
cultural preservation,” said Times
Square Co-Chairs Haig Gulian and
Christopher Artun.

All submissions must be emailed
toapril24nyc@gmail.comby 11:59 pm
on Monday, April 8§, 2024.

Prizes:

First place: $300

Second place: $200

Third place: $100

Prompt:

As descendants of Armenian
Genocide survivors, why do you feel
the responsibility to share your family’s
historical accounts and stories, and
how will you carry your family’s story
into the future? If you are not a de-
scendant, why do you believe it’s im-
portant to recount the history of the
Armenian Genocide to the public?
Overall, how does transmitting stories
from one generation to the next help
preserve and retain historical facts?

Writing requirements:

Essay must respond to the essay
prompt.

Responses must be between 750-
1000 words typed in Times New Ro-
man 12-point font and double-spaced.

Must include the applicant’s first
and last name at the top of each page
along with contact information.

Accepted file formats include
.doc, .docx, .pdf

The essays will be judged on its
originality, clarity, historical accuracy,
and understanding of the essay contest
theme.

Azerbaijan Ramping Up Arms Purchases

Continued frompage 1

Speaking about the latest Azeri
attack in Syunik province which left 4
Armenian troops dead, Ambassador
Balayan said that the shooting could’ve
been Azerbaijan’s response to in-
creased Armenian cooperation with
the European Union.

“That [attack] was a message,
not only to Armenia, but also to Brus-
sels,” Balayan said, noting that the
incident took place several hours be-
fore an EU-Armenia Partnership Coun-
cil meeting.

The attack represented an ex-
plicit “challenge” to EU “authority” in
the region, he said.

According to the Armenian am-
bassador, Azerbaijan has no intention
to end the conflict with Armenia.

“Despite all the warning calls,
Azerbaijan didn’t stop its aggressive
rhetoric, aggressive actions, killing,
and provocation,” he said.

Balayan also stated that
Azerbaijan is desecrating the graves
of ethnic Armenians in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Azerbaijan has begun de-
stroying religious artefacts belonging
to the former Armenian population of
the region, the vast majority of whom
have since fled the territory.

“The war against Armenian cem-
eteries has started. We have tons of
video and photo evidence that they are
starting to ruin the cemeteries in the
villages and also the churches.”

Balayan went on to claim the
country was also demolishing smaller
churches across Nagorno-Karabakh,
saying that the one in his native village
had been destroyed.

Azerbaijan has, he added, also
removed religious symbols from larger
buildings.

“All the crosses from all Arme-
nian churches in Nagorno-Karabakh
were removed by occupying soldiers,”
he said.

www.massispost.com
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